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rriHE  year  1525  was  not  a  propitious  one.  The 
■*-  plague  appeared  repeatedly  in  Rome  and  Flor- 
ence. There  was  war  in  Lombardy.  A  comet  was 
seen  in  the  heavens,  which  excited  the  fear  that  the 
entire  world  would  be  again  destroyed  by  a  new 
deluge.  In  the  same  year  also  there  was  a  jubilee 
in  Rome  ;  but  the  plague  interfered  with  the  assem- 
bling of  the  pilgrims,  with  the  ceremonies,  and  the 
receipts. 

Clement  Vll. — such  was  the  name  assumed  by 
Medici,  after  having  expended  much  thought  on  the 
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selection  —  summoned  Michael  Angelo  to  him  in 
the  year  1525,  A  more  accurate  statement  of  the 
time  is  lacking.  Michael  Angelo  had  applied  him- 
self with  all  his  energy  to  the  sacristy  and  library 
of  San  Lorenzo  ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  the  heirs 
of  Julius  II.  had  again  brought  a  complaint  against 
him.  They  insisted  that  some  agreement  should  be 
made.  For  this  reason  the  pope  now  summoned 
Michael  Angelo ;  and  the  latter  presented  himself 
before  him.  The  affair  was  left  to  the  will  of  the 
pope.  The  Duke  of  Urbino,  the  representative  of 
the  Rovero  in  this  matter,  asserted  even  then  that 
Michael  Angelo  had  received  more  than  he  would 
confess ;  but  the  disputes  on  this  point  did  not  break 
out  openly  till  later.  For  the  present  it  was  enough 
that  the  pope  desired,  that,  for  the  sake  of  his  per- 
sonal plans,  the  further  prosecution  of  the  matter 
should  be  given  up.* 

Condivi  says  that  Michael  Angelo  did  not  like 
being  in  Rome,  and  returned  again  quickly  to  Flor- 
ence, because  he  foresaw  subsequent  events.  This 
is  as  inaccurate  as  if  Vasari  had  written  it ;  for  no 
man  could  at  that  time  anticipate  what  would  hap- 
pen two  years  later.  The  plague  may  far  rather 
have  decided  him  not  to  remain  there  longer  than 
necessary ;  but  that  he  did  not  like  being  in  Rome, 
may  be  explained  perhaps  by  the  manner  in  which 
matters  of  art  were  treated  at  the  papal  court.  For 
the  position  which  Michael  Angelo  had  himself  for- 
merly held  with  Julius  II.,  and  afterwards  Raphael 
witli  Leo  X.,  Bandinelli  now  held   with   Clement 

•  See  Apperdis,  Note  I. 
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Vn. ;  and  at  tSiis  very  time  he  was  using  this  &tot 
to  inflict  a,  seusitiTe  offence  upon  Michael  Angelo. 

Yasari  devotes  a  long  biography  to  Bandinclli, 
because  he  was  on  terms  of  intercourse  with  Iiim, 
and  Bandinelli  exerted  an  influence  upon  aflairs  in 
Florence.  In  himself  he  was  nothing.  His  name 
would  never  be  mentioned  at  the  present  day,  had 
not  that  false  suspicion  of  having  destroyed  Michael 
Angelo's  cartoon  made  him  famous.  No  single  wort 
of  his  calls  forth  an  inquiry  as  to  the  name  of  the 
artist  who  executed  it ;  except  that  one  might  per- 
haps wish  to  know  who  could  have  produced  any 
thing  so  cold,  and  at  the  same  time  so  full  of  pre- 


Still  bis  loi^-continued  intrigues  against  Michael 
Angelo  make  Bandinelli  important.  If  any  thing 
characterizes  the  leap  downwards  from  Leo  to  his 
successor,  it  is  his  making  a  favorite  of  this  man, 
who,  although  raised  into  the  class  of  nobility, 
remained  all  his  life  a  servile  nature ;  and  though 
he  has  produced  works  that  hold  a  place,  and  even 
gained  praise  irom  his  contemporaries,  he  was  noth- 
ing after  all  but  a  biingling  slave  to  routine.  But 
his  fiither,  one  of  the  most  skilfdl  goldsmiths  in 
Florence,  had  been  a  confidant  of  the  Medici ;  and 
at  their  flight,  in  the  year  1494,  many  valuable 
things  had  been  intrusted  to  him,  which  he  justly 
delivered  up  ag^n  on  their  return.  This  ikvor 
passed  to  the  son.  Leonardo  da  Yinci  had  acknowl- 
edged BandineUi's  drawings  to  be  important;  he 
had  encoun^ed  him  to  pursue  the  career  of  an  artist, 
and  had  had  him  instructed  by  Rustici,  his  friend  and 
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pupil.  His  wonderful  hatred  of  Michael  Angelo, 
aad  his  fixed  idea  that  he  was  called  upon  to  excel 
him,  was  early  formed  in  him.  By  passionate  work 
and  conspicuous  skill  in  the  technical  part  of  his 
profession,  by  neglecting  no  opportunity  of  testifying 
his  devotion  to  the  ruling  family,  he  succeeded  in 
advancing  himself.  He  never  allowed  himself  to 
waver  in  his  demands,  in  his  complaints  at  being 
put  in  the  background,  and  in  his  accusations  of 
others.  Such  characters  are  often  more  acceptable 
at  coTurt  than  meu  who  rarely  demand  any  thing, 
but  who,  when  it  comes  to  them,  claim  it  as  a  right. 
The  former,  burdensome  as  they  are  at  times,  show 
themselves  as  tliey  are,  and  allow  themselves  to  be 
converted  by  gold  into  submissive  friendship ;  the 
latter  seem  always  concealing  sometliing,  and  take 
what  they  receive  silently,  as  due  acknowledgment. 
BandineUi  had  been  about  Clement  as  long  as  the 
latter  had  ruled  in  Florence  as  cardinal,  and  had 
followed  him  to  Rome.  He  suited  biiTi  as  a  dog 
suits  his  master.  He  might  bark  and  snarl,  and 
was  trod  upon  or  caressed  accordingly. 

But  he  did  not  desire  only  to  surpass  Michael 
Angelo.  He  considered  him  as  tlie  one  to  blame 
for  his  misfortune  in  being  ill  appreciated.  He 
r^;arded  his  mere  existence  as  a  malicious  trick  of 
fate.  Himself  he  considered  as  the  true  sun  of  art : 
Michael  Angelo  had  basely  risen  before  him  on  the 
horizon ;  and,  when  he  came  afterwards,  it  was 
already  day,  and  no  one  marvelled.  But  the  world 
should  be  compelled  to  chose  between  them ;  and 
hence,  with  bini  as  with  many  other  artists  who  feel 
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tlieiQ8elve8  offended  and  unappreciated  by  tlie  mere 
existence  of  a  higher,  arose  the  desire  to  bring  his 
own  works  into  immediate  vicinity  with  those  of  his 
enemy. 

Michael  Angelo^s  most  important  work  in  Flor- 
ence was  the  David  at  the  gate  of  Ave  palace.  Ban- 
dinelli  wished  to  place  a  work  in  marble  at  the  other 
side  of  the  entrance,  to  show  people  to  whom  so 
much  praise  truly  belonged.  Soderini  had  already, 
in  1507,  ordered  a  second  statue  for  this  place,  from 
Michael  Angelo ;  and  the  block  for  it  lay  ready  at 
Carrara.  The  execution  of  it  had  only  been  deferred 
because  Michael  Angelo  never  found  time  for  it. 
After  the  fall  of  the  gonfalonier,  Bandinelli  endeav- 
ored to  get  the  block  for  himself.  At  the  entrance 
of  Leo  X.,  be  Itnew  bow  to  gain  his  point  so  far, 
that  his  model  of  a  Hercules  was  placed  as  a  festive 
ornament  in  front  of  the  palace,  as  a  counterpiece 
to  the  David.  He  boasted  openly,  at  that  time,  of 
wishing  to  annihilate  Michael  Angelo's  fame ;  now, 
at  last,  in  the  year  1525,  he  accomplished  the  mat- 
.  ter  with  the  new  pope. 

Michael  Angelo  had  enemies  in  the  Vatican.  At 
the  order  for  the  sacristy  of  San  Lorenzo,  the  pope's 
treasurer  wished  that  the  blocks  Intended  for  the 
building  of  the  facade,  and  used  in  the  new  sacristy, 
should  be  again  placed  to  the  pope's  account.  Mi- 
chael Angelo  rejected  this,  and  the  man  became  his 
adversary.  Besides  this,  the  younger  Florentine 
sculptors  were  httle  disposed  towards  him.  Leo  X. 
had  desired,  as  has  before  been  related,  that  Michael 
Angelo  should  make  a  model  of  the  statues  intended 
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for  tlie  facade,  as  large  as  they  were  to  be  executed 

subsequently ;  so  that  others  might  work  after  hk 
pattern,  and  the  whole  be  completed  more  speedily. 
Michael  Aiigelo  was  not  to  be  induced  to  do  this ; 
he  prepared  nothing  but  the  small  models,  after 
which  he  alone  was  able  to,  work.  This  was  con- 
sidered by  the  younger  artists  as  intentional  malevo- 
lence. They  imagined  that  he  wished  to  do  all 
alone,  that  he  might  merit  all  alone,  and  that  lie 
might  cut  them  off  from  tlie  opportunity  of  learning 
his  art.  Lesser  talents  always  believe  that  every 
thing  depends  upon  tricks,  which  great  masters 
have  casually  discovered.  With  Leo,  however,  such 
slander  produced  very  little  effect.  Much  as  he 
deliglited  in  fools,  he  knew,  however,  occasionally 
how  to  distinguisli  them  from  superior  natures. 
Clement  was  moderate,  and  Uked  his  equals.  They 
represented  to  him  that  it  was  too  much  to  give  this 
work  also  to  Michael  Angelo.  He  had  not  yet  fin- 
ished the  mausoleum ;  and,  if  he  now  began  the 
Hercules,  the  sacristy  and  library  would  suffer  from 
it.  Clement's  mind  was  of  too  low  an  order  to  feel 
the  impossibility  of  a  dispute  for  precedency  between 
Michael  Angelo  and  Bandinelli.  They  represented 
to  him,  that,  in  employing  both,  he  would  be  served 
doubly  well. 

Bandinelli  had  just  completed  a  copy  of  the  Lao- 
coon  for  the  King  of  France.  He  was  working  in 
the  immediate  neighborhood  of  the  pope;  and  his 
task  pleased  Clement  so  well,  that  he  not  only 
ordered  BandinelU  to  restore  in  wax  the  arm  miss- 
ing in  the  original  group,  but  he  had  the   copy 
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instead  of  being  sent  to  Prance,  placed  in  Florence, 
in  the  palace  of  liis  family.  We  need  only  see  this 
group  in  the  Uffici,  at  the  present  day,  to  have  an 
idea  of  Bandinelli's  style,  —  a  weak,  awkward  imi- 
tation of  the  antique.  And  as  regards  the  arm, 
which  is  stiff  and  iuharmonious,  it  would  be  well  if 
the  marble  arm,  subseqiiently  executed  after  his 
model,  as  well  as  the  newly  added  hand  of  the 
Apollo  Belvedere,  were  again  removed,  and  the  an- 
tique works  purified  from  the  additions  of  the  lalse 
judgment  of  modern  times.* 

EandineUi  now  produced  his  model  of  a  counter- 
piece  to  the  Buonarroti  David ;  and  the  p6pe  gave 
him  the  commission.  In  July,  1525,  the  marble 
arrived  at  Florence.  Every  one  felt  the  injustice 
done  to  the  great  Michael  Angelo  by  this  decision. 
In  conveying  the  block  from  the  vessel,  the  ropes 
broke ;  and  it  fell  iuto  the  Aruo,  from  which  it  was 
again  raised  with  great  difficulty.  A  lampoon  in 
rhyme  was  circulated  about  it,  in  which  it  was  said 
that  the  marble,  out  of  sorrow  at  being  deUvered 
irom  Michael  Angelo's  hands  to  tliose  of  Bandinelli, 
had  wished  to  drown  itself. 

It  was  indeed  a  disgrace  for  Michael  Angelo.  It 
was  no  longer  a  Raphael  or  a  Leonardo  who  disputed 
with  him  the  place  of  honor,  Perugino,  Francia, 
Signorelli,  and  all  the  greater  earlier  masters,  who, 
once  working  with  him,  had  won  just  fame,  were 
either  dead  or  nearing  death.  He  stood  alone,  a 
new  generation  round  him,  not  one  of  whom  prac- 
tised the  art  independently  in  the  old  manner,  the 

*  Sm  Appndiz,  Note  (I. 
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best  among  them  being  only  imitating  pupils ;  and, 
to  one  of  the  poorest  among  these,  the  honor  waa 
awarded  of  producing,  in  the  place  of  Michael  Angelo 
himself,  a  counterpiece  to  that  work  from  which  he 
dated  the  beginning  of  his  fame. 

It  was  natural  that  under  these  circumstances 
Michael  Angelo  gladly  turned  his  back  upon  Rome. 
With  the  exception  of  Sebastian  del  Piombo,  none 
were  at  work  there  who  were  intimate  with  him. 
Next  to  him,  Penni,  a  pupil  of  Baphael's,  was  the 
most  important;  but  be  was  without  any  peculiar 
characteristic,  and  was  only  eminent  among  the 
more  modern.  Giulio  Romano,  Raphael's  greatest 
pupil  and  imitator,  had  already  gone  to  Mantua, 
■where  he  was  honorably  employed  by  the  duke  in 
every  branch  of  artistic  power.  Penni,  too,  also 
eoon  left.  Roman  art  had  well-nigh  drawn  to  an 
end ;  while  in  Florence,  where  it  was  no  outward 
luxury  dependent  on  the  will  of  a  single  master, 
but  the  iruit  of  a  native  culture,  it  advanced  alike 
in  good  or  evil  times. 


The  cupola  of  the  sacristy  of  Sac  Lorenzo  miist 
have  been  completed  in  the  year  1525.  In  the  con- 
struction of  the  rough  building,  Michael  Angelo  had 
tolerably  adhered  to  Brunelleschi.  The  sacristy  is 
a  space  of  moderate  extent.  The  light  falls  from 
above.  Piloto  the  goldsmith,  a  Florentine,  well 
known  in  the  city,  esteemed  for  his  iron  work  and 
feared  for  liis  evil  tongue,  made  the  knob  with 
seventy-two  facets, — the  perforated  work  over  the 


y  Google 


THE  8ACRISTT   OF   SAN  LORENZO.  9 

opening  in  the  middle  of  the  dome.  When  they 
said  to  Michael  Angelo  that  he  would  make  bis  lan- 
terns far  better  than  Brunelleschi,  he  is  said  to  have 
replied,  "  Different  certainly,  but  not  better." 

In  the  year  1525,  Michael  Angelo  was  also  at 
Carrara.  His  name  is  to  be  found  with  the  date 
below  on  a  bas-relief  hewn  out  rf  the  rock  there ; 
but  I  have  not  seen  it  myself.  When  and  why  he 
went  to  Carrara  is  not  known.  This  year  and  that 
which  followed  were  among  the  quietest  in  Michael 
Angelo's  life. 

Matters  in  Italy  were  becoming  all  the  more  agi- 
tated. In  the  year  1525,  an  event  also  took  place, 
which  in  its  consequences  put  an  end  to  the  build- 
ing before  it  was  completed.  The  Bang  of  France, 
at  that  time  an  ally  of  the  pope,  was  taken  pris- 
oner at  Pavia  by  Charles  V.,  and  carried  to  Madrid. 
Scarcely  had  Clement,  who  had  no  other  course  left 
him,  become  the  aUy  of  the  emperor,  than,  by  a 
natural  process  of  crystallization,  a  union  of  all  the 
other  princes  in  Europe  against  the  latter  was 
brought  about ;  and  the  pope,  in  spite  of  the  fiance 
just  concluded  with  Charles,  allowed  himself  to  be 
implicated  in  their  plans.  It  is  one  of  the  most 
brilliant  passages  in  Guicciardini,  where  he  repre- 
sents the  pope  between  his  two  ministers,  one  of 
whom,  the  imperial  disposed  Schombei^,  was  hon- 
ored and  feared  by  Clement,  who  loved  and  could 
not  do  without  Ghiberfi,  the  advocate  of  the  French 
policy;  how  both,  counteracting  each  other,  drew 
him  hither  and  thither ;  and  how  he  himself,  fearfril 
and  irresolnte,  but  self-willed  and  jealous  of  his 
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own  deciding  word,  at  lengtli,  after  the  uuceasing 
discussion  over  matters  had  filled  him  with  the 
deluding  comfort  that  he  had  seriously  deliberated 
on  the  point,"  announced  that  the  declaration  of 
war  against  the  emperor  was  to  be  joined. 

The  emperor,  however,  was  no  longer  the  young 
man  from  whom  little  was  expected,  and  in  ridicule 
of  whom  it  had  once  been  written  in  the  streets  of 
Spires,  "  We  will  be  ruled  by  no  boy ; "  he  was  no 
longer  the  youth  who  was  preferred  by  the  German 
princes  at  the  time  of  the  election,  before  the  King 
of  France,  because  the  powerful  energy  of  Francis  I. 
was  dreaded-  In  the  six  years  of  his  rule,  Charles 
had  formed  lumself  into  a  prince  who  understood 
how  to  hold  together  his  immense  empire,  and  who 
kept  the  pope  in  as  great  a  strait  between  Naples  and 
Milan,  as  he  did  the  King  of  France  between  Bur- 
gundy and  Spain.  He  favored  the  Lutherans  in 
Germany,  however  this  might  be  regarded  in  Italy. 
To  oppose  the  emperor  was  perhaps  still  possible 
to  England  or  Venice ;  but  tlie  pope  must  have 
seen,  that  no  other  course  was  left  to  bim  than 
that  of  affecting  voluntary,  hearty  devotion,  to  con- 
ceal the  necessity  to  which  he  was  obliged  to  sub- 
mit. 

What  gave  Charles  personally  such  great  superi- 
ority over  Francis,  was  the  coolness  with  wlilch  he 
acted,  and  the  appearance  of  legitimacy  which  he 
knew  how  to  impress  upon  all  liis  measures.  Only 
with  reluctance  did  he  at  any  time  sacrifice  his  love 
of  peace  by  entering  upon  war.     Compelled  by  his 

■  See  Appeodix,  Note  III. 
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enemies  to  defend  the  most  distinct  right,  he  pitied 
those  who  misunderstood  it,  and  obliged  him  to  take 
up  arms.  Francis,  on  the  other  hand,  who  was  not 
inferior  to  him  in  cunning,  did  not  possess  this  de- 
liberation, and  lacked  perseverance  in  following  out 
what  he  undertook.  He  came  like  a  thunder-storm, 
hut  was  satisfied  if  his  lightning  struck  nothing. 
He  was  capricious,  sensitive,  and  incapable  of  har- 
boring tormenting  thoughts.  It  is  characteristic  of 
him,  though  the  event  happened  long  subsequent  to 
this  time,  that,  at  the  death  of  his  eldest  son,  he 
would  not  allow  the  court  to  go  into  mourning,  or 
any  one  to  remind  him  of  hia  loss.  Now,  aa  a  pris- 
oner in  Madrid,  he  woiild  have  died  of  grief,  bad 
not  the  negotiations  for  his  liberty  led  to  a  result. 
Two  millions  of  ready  money,  his  two  sons  as  host- 
ages, the  surrender  of  his  right  to  Burgundy,  his 
marriage  with  Charles's  sister  Eleanor,  —  these  were 
the  conditions  sanctioned  by  solemn  oaths.  All  this, 
however,  could  not  prevent  Francis,  as  soon  as  he 
saw  himself  at  liberty,  from  joining  the  alliimce 
against  the  emperor. 

The  latter,  on  the  other  hand,  prepared  himself 
slowly.  In  the  year  1626,  he  gave  the  pope  a  slight 
foretaste  of  what  was  impending  upon  him  in  Borne, 
ill  case  he  did  not  keep  quiet.  Cardinal  Colonna,  the 
most  powerful  enemy  of  the  Medici  after  Soderini, 
left  Naples  for  Borne,  with  an  armed  force.  The 
pope  alone  was  the  object.  The  Vatican  suburb,  and 
above  all  the  papal  palace,  was  plundered.  Clement 
fled  to  the  Castle  of  St.  Angelo,  and  was  obliged  to 
come  to  terms  with  the  imperial  governor  in  Naples, 
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to  get  lid  of  molestation.  Yet  this  was  only  for  the 
moment.  The  efforts  of  the  allies  progressed,  and 
the  pope  remained  in  league  with  them.  Then, 
in  the  autumn  of  1526,  the  army  raised  by  the 
emperor  in  Germany  crossed  the  Alps  into  Italy  ; 
those  soldiers  under  Pruudsperg  and  Bourbon,  who 
brought  such  immense  misery  upon  Eome.  For 
it  was  a  matter  of  course  that  Italy  was  to  be  the 
theatre  of  this  war. 

By  sea,  the  Venetian,  French,  Papal,  and  Genoese 
fleets  united,  were  five  times  superior  to  the  Span- 
ish-Neapolitan naval  force.  By  laud,  however,  the 
emperor  could  come  forward  with  more  terrible  and 
enduring  power.  United  masses  did  not  here  strike 
great  premeditated  blows.  What  most  distinguishes 
the  warfare  of  that  day  from  the  present,  is  the  slow- 
ness of  the  movements  and  the  want  of  connection. 
Commands  and  tidings  might  come  too  late,  or  might 
be  omitted  ;  the  constant  uncertainty  allowed  of  no 
vast  and  rapidly  executed  plans.  The  contingencies 
of  supplies ;  the  influence  of  climate ;  the  abundance 
or  lack  of  pay  for  the  troops  ;  the  dependence  upon 
the  means  of  transporting  the  artillery ;  the  malig- 
nant sicknesses  which  were  almost  unavoidable  from 
the  impurity  prevalent  in  camps,  and  from  the  alter- 
nations of  want  and  plenty ;  and,  lastly,  tiie  good-will 
of  tlie  troops,  who  often  gave  the  decisive  word  to 
their  generals  for  striking  or  not  striking,  for  remain- 
mg  or  advancing,  —  all  this  made  tlie  results  of  a 
campa^  imcertain.  Where  victories  were  gained, 
a  chance  might  snatch  every  advantage  from  him 
who  had  carried  the  day ;  and,  on  the  other  side, 
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the  annihilatioii  of  an  army  might  not  make  him 
who  had  sent  it  forth  waver  in  his  otetinacy. 
Princes,  accustomed  to  tliese  circumstances,  began 
war  as  readily  as  they  concluded  peace  ;  and  from 
this  arose  a  mixture  of  war  and  peace,  which  was  the 
perpetual  and  ordinary  state  of  things. 

For  this  reason  there  was  no  alarm  felt  in  Bome, 
when,  in  tlie  autunm  of  1526,  the  Germans  appeared 
in  Lombardy,  and  settled  themselves  there  through 
the  winter.  In  the  spring  of  1527,  apprehension  for 
Florence  was  awakened.  A  bad  state  of  feeling  had 
arisen  in  the  city  since  the  Grovernment  had  been  iu 
the  hands  of  the  Cardinal  of  Cortona.  Kot  one  of 
the  expectations  which  had  been  excited  by  Clement 
as  cardinal,  had  been  fulfilled  by  bim  as  pope. 
Both  in  Florence  and  Rome,  they  regarded  the  time 
of  Leo,  whose  death  had  been  welcomed  as  a  dehv 
erance,  as  the  good  old  days.  Tliere  was  no  trace 
left  of  his  generosity,  and  of  his  richly  dispensed 
favors.  The  Cardinal  of  Cortona,  an  avaricious, 
severe  man,  burdened  citizens  and  ecclesiastics  with 
taxes.  His  coarse  appearance  made  Mm  soon  as 
much  hated  by  his  own  party  as  he  had  been  at  first 
by  the  enemies  of  the  Medici  alone.  Added  to  this, 
he  was  no  born  Florentine.  Like  Fiero,  however, 
after  the  death  of  the  old  Lorenzo,  Cortona  main- 
tained his  ascendency  iu  Florence  so  long  as  he  was 
not  compelled  to  seek  support  in  the  adherence  of 
all.  He  was  lost  as  soon  as  outward  disturbances 
united  all  parties ;  and  the  matter  at  stake  was  no 
longer  the  fighting-out  of  internal  disputes,  but  the 
safety  of  the  coimtry  itself. 
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The  ti'oops  of  tlie  allied  powers  —  that  is,  the 
united  Papal-Venefdan  army  —  encountered  the  un- 
porial  army  on  the  borders  of  the  kingdora  of 
Naples,  but  was  unable  to  impede  the  approach 
of  the  foe  now  advancing  in  the  north.  Bourbon 
was  dmwing  nearer  Tuscany.  The  pope  became 
suddenly  alaj'naed.  Without  allowing  himself  to  be 
disturbed  by  the  consideration  that  he  himself  was 
one  of  those  leagued  against  the  emperor,  he  nego- 
tiated with  the  Spanish  governor  iu  Naples,  and  an 
agreement  was  eEEected,  Bourbon  received  orders 
to  discontinue  his  march.  But  tlie  troops  pressed 
forward,  and  carried  him  with  them.  Florence  and 
Rome  were  the  baits  upon  which  the  army  had  been 
raised.  Frundsperg  is  said  to  have  carried  at  his 
^rdle  a  golden  knife  with  which  he  intended  killing 
tlie  pope,  and  red  silk  cord  for  the  necks  of  the  car- 
dinals. Slowly  the  columns  of  the  army  moved  on, 
past  Ferrara  and  Bologna,  towards  Tuscany  ;  and,  in 
proportion  as  the  danger  increased  without,  within 
the  city  it  grew  more  and  more  threatening.  Greater 
and  greater  became  the  union  among  tiie  citizens  ; 
more  and  more  precarious  became  the  fiiends  of  the 
Medici. 

For,  as  at  Piero's  overthrow,  it  was  the  nobles  of 
the  same  rank  with  the  Medici  who  now  favored  the 
movement  against  their  ascendency. 

These  nobles,  who,  when  the  maintenance  of  their 
privUegea  was  concerned,  had  sided  with  the  Medici, 
and  formed  generally  the  party  of  the  Palleski,  fell 
into  two  divisions.  The  one  adhered  to  them  at  any 
price.      Known  as  declared  enemies  of  the  people, 
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and  more  Medicajan  ofteu  thaa  the  Medici  them- 
selves, tliey  cared  little  about  the  hatred  ■which  fhia 
position  brought  upon  them.  They  felt  themselvea 
powerful  as  participators  in  the  supreme  power. 
The  other  party,  on  the  contrary,  would  have  gladly 
consented  to  the  precedence  of  the  Medici ;  but  they 
would  not  accept  the  position  of  inferiors.  They, 
the  first  families  of  the  city,  came  forward  all  the 
stronger,  because,  closely  related  for  the  most  part 
to  the  Medici,  they  reckoned  among  their  members 
those  who  considered  themselves,  with  respect  to  suc- 
cession, entitled  to  more  than  Clement,  Ippohto,  and 
Alessandro,  —  those  illegitimate  scions  whose  only 
title  consisted  in  the  possession  of  power. 

This  part  of  the  nobibty  favored  the  revolt.  They 
demanded  that  arms  should  be  given  to  the  citizens, 
because  the  danger  tlircatened  too  closely,  and  the 
Government  alone  was  not  able  to  avert  it.  When, 
in  the  Medici  palace,  this  and  otlier  proposals  were 
one  day  discussed  with  Cortona,  Niccolo  Capponi, 
the  son  of  that  man  who  had  once  so  boldly  opposed 
Charles  Vlil.  in  the  same  house,  rose  with  the  dec- 
laratioQ,  tiiat  matters  thus  referring  to  the  Sta(« 
oi^ht  not  to  be  discussed  here,  but  in  tlie  palace 
of  the  Government.  These  words  produced  no  effect 
at  the  moment;  but,  repeated  abroad  and  carried 
about  the  city,  they  served  to  heighten  the  discord. 
The  arming  of  the  citizens  was  unnecessary  ;  there 
were  mercenaries  enough  in  tlie  city  to  defend  it 
against  Bourbon.  Besides,  the  army  advancmg  from 
the  south  for  the  protection  of  Florence  was  expected 
every  hour.     But  tlie  current  of  public  opinion  was 
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too  strong.     On  the  26tb  April,  anus  were  to  be 
distributed. 
Early  in  the  morning  of  this  day,  however,  the 

cardinal  received  tidings,  that  the  army  of  the  allies 
was  approaching  tlte  city.  He  immediately  gave 
orders  to  withhold  tlie  arms,  and  rode  with  the  two 
Medici  to  meet  tlie  Duke  of  Urbino,  under  whose 
command  tlie  troops  stood.  In  the  evening,  it  was 
decided  that  he  was  to  enter  Horence.  All  danger 
for  the  Medici  was  over. 

The  feeling,  however,  was  strong  in  the  city. 
(Pliile  the  cardinal  was  deliberating  with  the  duka 
without  the  city,  the  citizens,  who  had  expected  the 
promised  arms,  and  saw  themselves  disappohited, 
had  gathered  together  iu  front  of  the  palace  of  the 
Government.  Again  rose  the  cry,  "  Popolo,  popolo! 
Jibertil !  "  The  palace  was  stormed  without  any  re- 
Bistance  being  offered  by  the  soldiers  who  garrisoned 
it;  the  noblest  citizens,  among  tliem  acknowledged 
friends  and  associates  of  the  Medici,  called  together 
a  meeting  of  the  council,  and  four  decrees  were 
passed.  The  political  prisoners  were  to  be  set  at 
liberty ;  the  State  was  to  be  re-established  as  it  had 
been  under  Soderini ;  the  Medici  were  to  be  ban- 
ished ;  and  the  people  were  summoned  armed  to  the 
parliament. 

The  news  of  these  events  was  immediately  con- 
veyed to  the  carduial.  Oortona,  accompanied  by 
IppoUto  arid  Alessandro,  took  a  thousand  men  from 
the  army,  and  returned  at  once  to  Florence.  Their 
friends  there  took  care  that  the  gate  by  which  they 
must  enter  should  be  kept  open  ;   and  just  as  the 
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Dobles  had  assembled  to  decree  further  that  the  city 
Bhould  adhere  to  the  Italian  league  against  the  em- 
peror, and  that  their  proscription  of  the  Medici  was 
in  nowise  to  interfere  with  their  reverence  for  Clem- 
ent as  pope,  Ippolito  and  Alessandro  appeared  with 
the  troops  before  the  palace.  Many  of  the  citizens 
who  had  heard  the  cry,  "  Palle,  palle ! "  which  ac- 
companied tlieir  entry,  fled  even  before  the  troops 
had  appeared  in  sight ;  those  who  remained  behind 
had  bolted  the  gate  of  the  palace. 

A  sort  of  contest  now  arose.  The  soldiers  endeav- 
ored to  force  open  the  gates  by  inserting  their 
pikes ;  the  citizens  hurled  down  from  the  windows 
whatever  was  at  hand,  in  order  to  drive  them  away, 
A.  bench,  falling  tcora  above,  struck  the  David  of 
Michael  Angelo,  which  towered  above  the  throng  at 
the  gate,  and  broke  off  its  arm.  They  succeeded  in 
driving  tlie  soldiers  off.  The  night  approached. 
The  Medici  proposed  mounting  cannons ;  but  tlie 
Venetian  ambassador  and  other  men  of  influence 
effected  an  a^eement.  Every  thing  was  to  be 
regarded  as  if  nothing  had  occurred ;  and  it  was  to 
be  forgotten  for  ever.  Upon  these  conditions,  the 
besieged  left  the  palace,  which  was  again  taken  pos- 
session of  hy  the  soldiers. 


On  the  same  day,  the  Duke  de  Bourbon,  with  his 
German  soldiere,  —  for  thus  his  army  was  called  in 
spite  of  the  Spanish  troops  wliich  it  numbered, — 
arrived  in  the  neighborhood  of  Florence.  Botli 
armies  stood  so  near  each  other,  that  a  battle  could 
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have  been  fought ;  but  no  encounter  followed.  Turn- 
ing  suddenly  round,  Bourbon  left  Florence,  and 
hastened  by  forced  marches  towards  Rome,  whither 
Urbino  slowly  followed  him.  With  such  rapidity 
did  the  Germans  advance,  that  they  formed  chains 
across  tlie  river  by  men  holding  each  other,  and  so 
they  passed  over.  On  the  5th  May,  they  arrived 
before  the  walls  of  the  city,  and  Bourbon  demanded 
a  free  passage  to  Naples, 

So  little  had  they  thought  of  danger  in  Home, 
that  the  pope,  trusting  to  the  last  agreement,  had 
even  dismissed  his  troops.  Every  preparation  was 
wanting.  The  citizens  were  hurriedly  gathered  to- 
gether on  the  Capitol,  and  arms  were  distributed. 
On  tlie  6tli,  at  dawn  of  day,  the  Germans  began  the 
attack.  Bourbon  fell  at  the  first  assault ;  but  by 
evening  the  "Vatican  Kubiirb  was  in  the  hands  of  tlie 
enemy.  Clement,  who  was  even  best  informed  of 
the  state  of  things,  had  uot  anticipated  such  an  issue. 
Ho  scarcely  saved  liimself  by  flight  from  the  Vatican 
to  the  Castle  of  St.  Angelo,  whither  the  fugitive 
population  hurried,  as  the  shipwrecked  crew  of  an 
entire  fleet  hastens  to  a  single  boat  which  cannot 
receive  them.  In  tlie  midst  of  the  thronging  stream 
of  men,  the  portcullis  was  lowered.  Whoever  re- 
mained without  was  lost.  Benvenuto  Cellini  was  at 
that  time  in  Rome,  and  was  among  the  defenders  of 
the  walls.  He  boasted  that  his  ball  had  destroyed 
Bourbon.  He  stole  fortunately  into  the  citadel, 
before  it  was  closed,  and  entered  the  pope's  service 
as  bombardier. 

Even  at  this  last  moment,  Clement  might  ha?e 
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saved  Rome  itself,  which,  situated  on  the  opposite 
shore  of  the  river,  had  not  yet  been  entered  by  the 
enemy.  They  offered  to  spare  it  for  a  ransom ;  but 
finding  this  too  high,  and  awaiting  hourly  Urbino's 
army,  to  which,  though  uotliing  was  yet  to  be  seen 
of  it,  he  looked  as  a  deliverer  in  the  time  of  need, 
he  would  hear  nothing  of  it.  And  thus  the  unde- 
fended city  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  imperialists. 
Almost  without  resistance,  they  entered  Trastevere, 
a  small  quarter  of  the  city  lying  to  the  west  of  the 
Tiber  j  and  then  crossing  the  bridges,  which  no  one 
had  demolished,  they  pressed  forwards  into  the  heart 
of  Rome. 

It  was  the  depth  of  the  night.  Benvenuto  OeBini 
was  stationed  on  the  tower  of  the  Castle  of  St.  An- 
gelo,  at  the  foot  of  the  colossal  angel,  and  saw  the 
flames  bursting  forth  in  the  darkness,  and  heard 
the  sorrowful  cry  all  around.  For  it  was  late  before 
the  soldiers  began  to  east  off  all  restraint.  They 
had  entered  quietly.  The  Germans  stood  in  battal- 
ions. But,  when  they  saw  the  Spaniards  broken  up 
and  plundering,  the  desire  was  aroused  in  them  also ; 
and  now  a  spirit  of  emulation  appeared,  as  to  which 
nation  could  outdo  the  other  in  cruelty.  The  Span- 
iards, it  is  asserted  by  impartial  Italians,  carried  the 
day. 

There  had  been  no  siege,  no  bombardment,  no 
flight  of  any  great  extent ;  but  as  if  the  earth  had 
opened,  and  had  disgorged  a  legion  of  devils,  so 
suddenly  came  these  hosts.  Every  thing  was  in  a 
moment  abandoned  to  them.  We  must  endeavor  to 
conceive  wliat  kuid  of  men  these  German  soldiera 
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were.  They  formed  an  intermediate  class  oetweeia 
the  prime  and  the  refuse  of  the  people.  Gathered 
together  by  the  hope  of  booty ;  indifferent  what  end 
was  assigned  them ;  rendered  wild  by  hunger  and 
tardy  pay ;  left  without  a  master  after  the  death  of 
their  commander,  —  they  found  themselves  unre- 
strained in  the  most  luxurious  city  of  the  world,  —  a 
city  abounding  with  gold  and  riches,  and  at  the  same 
time  decried  for  centuries  in  Germany,  as  the  infer- 
nal neat  of  the  popes,  who  lived  there  as  incarnate 
devils  in  the  midst  of  their  Babylonian  doings.  The 
opinion  that  the  pope  of  Rome,  and  Clement  Vli, 
in  particular,  was  the  devil,  prevailed  not  only  in 
Germany ;  but  in  Italy  and  in  Rome  the  people 
called  him  so.  In  the  midst  of  plague  and  famine, 
he  had  doubled  the  taxes,  and  raised  the  price  of 
bread.  What  with  the  Romans,  however,  was  an 
invective  ai'ising  from  indignation,  was  an  article  of 
faith  among  the  Germans.  They  believed  they  had 
to  do  with  the  real  antichrist,  whose  destruction 
would  be  a  benefit  to  Christendom.  We  must  re- 
member, if  we  would  understand  this  fury  of  the 
Gterman  soldiery,  in  whose  minds,  as  in  those  of  all 
Germans,  Lutheran  ideas  at  that  time  prevailed, 
how  Rome  had  been  preached  and  written  upon  in 
the  north.  The  city  was  represented  to  people  as  a 
vast  abyss  of  sin;  the  men  as  villains,  from  the 
lowest  up  to  the  cardinals ;  the  women  as  courte- 
sans; the  business  of  all  as  deceit,  .theft,  and  mur- 
der ;  and  the  robbing  and  deluding  of  men  that  had 
for  centuries  been  emanating  from  Rome,  was  re- 
garded as  the  universal  disease  &om  which  the 
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world  WBS  laDguishiug.  Thither  for  centuides  the 
gold  of  Germauy  had  flowed ;  there  had  emperors 
been  humbled  or  poisoned ;   from  Rome  every  evil 

had  sprung.  And  thus,  while  satiating  themselves 
with  rapine  and  murder,  they  believed  a  good  work 
was  being  done  for  the  welfare  of  Christendom,  and 
for  the  avenge  of  Grermany.  Never,  however, — this 
we  know,  —  does  the  nature  of  man  exhibit  itself 
more  beast-like,  than  when  it  becomes  furious  for  the 
sake  of  ideas  of  the  highest  character. 

Before  the  Castle  of  St.  Angelo,  which,  carefully 
fortified  with  walls  and  fosses,  alone  afforded  resist- 
ance, the  German  soldiers  proclaimed  Martin  Lu- 
ther as  pope.  Luther's  name  was  at  that  time  a 
war-cry  against  pope  and  priestcraft.  The  nide 
multitude  surmised  not  what  Luther  desired  when 
he  attacked  the  papacy.  In  front  of  St.  Peter's 
Church,  they  represented  an  imitation  of  the  papal 
election  with  tlie  sacred  garments  and  utensils. 
They  compelled  one  priest  to  give  extreme  unction 
to  a  dying  mule.  One  protested  that  he  would  not 
rest  until  he  had  consumed  a  piece  of  the  pope's 
flesh.  It  is  true,  Italians  for  the  most  part  relate 
this ;  but  the  German  reports  themselves  do  not  deny 
the  excessive  barbarity  which  was  permitted. 

Ten  millions  of  precious  metal  was  carried  away. 
How  much  blood  did  this  money  involve ;  and  what 
was  done  to  those  from  whom  it  was  taken  ?  Fewer 
were  put  to  death  than  were  plundered,  says  one  of 
the  records ;  but  what  does  that  imply  ?  It  is  true, 
tiie  Gtermans  often  quarrelled  with  the  Spaniards, 
because  the  liorrors  which  they  saw  them  practise 


y  Google 


22  LIFE  OF  MICHiEL  ANGELO. 

were  too  terrible  for  tliem.  Otherwise  the  sparing 
of  human  life  was  less  an  act  of  clemeucy  than  of 
covetousness.  Prisoners  of  war  were  at  that  time 
regarded  as  slaves ;  they  were  carried  away  as  per- 
sonal property,  or  a  ransom  was  extorted.  Wlien 
the  French  came  to  Florence  in  the  year  1494, 
differences  arose  between  the  citizens  and  soldiers, 
from  tlie  fact  that  the  Florentines  could  not  endure 
the  sight  of  their  captive  countrymen  driven  like 
cattle  with  halters  through  the  streets ;  and  tliey  set 
tliem  free  by  force.  This  appeared  to  the  French  a 
plunder  of  what  they  had  lawfully  obtained. 

This  system  was  carried  to  a  great  pitch  in  Rome. 
Tlie  possessors  of  palaces  were  obliged  to  purchase 
tlieir  ransom,  the  Spanish  cardinals  as  well  as  the 
Italian, — no  difference  was  made.  Thus  at  least 
escape  was  possible.  And  here,  too,  it  occurred 
that  the  Gferman  soldiers  took  those  prisoners  who 
had  purchased  their  life  under  their  protection, 
f^inst  those  who  wished  to  force  them  to  settle  tho 


And  as  the  people  were  treated,  so  were  the 
things.  Upon  the  inlaid  marble  floor  of  the  Vati- 
can, where  the  Prince  of  Orange  took  up  his  abode, 
—  the  command  of  the  army  devolving  upon  him 
after  Bourbon's  death,  —  the  soldiers  lighted  their 
fire.  The  splendid  stained  glass  windows,  executed 
by  William  of  Marseilles,  were  broken  for  the  sake 
of  the  lead.  Raphael's  tapestries  were  pronounced 
excellent  booty ;  in  the  paintings  on  the  walls  the 
eyes  were  put  out;  and  valuable  documents  were 
given  as  straw  to  the  horses  which  stood  in  tho 
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Sistiiie  Chapel.  The  statues  in  the  streets  were 
thrown  down ;  the  images  of  the  Mother  of  God  in 
the  churches  were  broken  to  pieces.  For  six  months 
the  city  thus  remained  in  the  power  of  the  soldiery, 
who  had  lost  all  discipline.  Pestilence  and  fomine 
appeared.  Kome  had  more  than  ninety  thousand 
inhabitante  imder  Leo  X. ;  when  Clement  Vn.  re- 
turned a  year  after  the  conquest,  scarcely  a  third 
of  that  number  then  esieted,  —  poor,  &mished  peo- 
ple, who  had  remained  behind,  because  they  knew 
not  whither  to  turn. 

All  this  lay  on  the  conscience  of  the  man  who 
now  for  months  had  been  condemned  to  look  down 
upon  this  misery  from  the  Castle  of  St.  Angelo,  in 
which  the  Spaniards  held  him  completely  blockaded, 
and  where  pestilence  and  want  of  provisions  ap- 
peared just  as  much  as  down  below  in  Rome.  At 
last,  after  waiting  day  after  day,  he  saw  Urbino's 
army  approaching  from  afar :  their  watch-fires  were 
to  he  perceived ;  and  every  moment  he  expected  that 
the  duke  would  attack  and  deliver  the  city.  But 
he  moved  not.  It  is  thought  he  intended  now  to 
avenge  the  rapine  which  the  Medici  under  Leo  X. 
■  had  carried  on  against  him.  For  Lorenzo's  daughter 
was  still  styled  officially  the  Duchess  of  Urbino ;  and 
he  had  only  just  succeeded  in  Florence  in  effecting 
the  surrender  of  the  fortresses,  which  had  been 
always  withheld  from  him.  The  duke  asserted,  that 
strategical  considerations  would  not  have  permitted 
an  assault  at  that  time.  After  having  rested  for 
some  time  in  sight  of  the  city,  in  which  the  im- 
perialists had  opened  their  intreuchments  round  the 
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Castle  of  St.  Aiigelo  for  a  regular  siege,  he  withdrew 
back  again  to  the  north,  and  left  the  pope  to  his 
fate. 

4. 

On  the  12th  May,  the  tidings  of  the  events  in 
Rome  reached  Florence. 

Immediately  after  the  departure  of  Urbino,  the 
citizens  there  had  risen  for  a  new  commotion.  The 
men  who  had  originated  the  occurrences  of  the  26th 
April,  held  secret  conferences ;  and  Cortona  began 
to  feci  himself  uneasy,  in  spite  of  liis  three  thousand 
soldiers.  Ho  was  obliged  to  consent,  that  the  assem- 
bly of  the  citizens,  which  had  always  regulated  the 
form  of  the  government  of  the  city,  should  be  re- 
modelled mto  an  actual  government ;  and  tliat  they 
should  debate  over  things  of  importance,  without 
concerning  themselves  about  his  opinion.  There 
were,  besides  Cortona,  two  other  cardinals  in  Flor- 
ence, sent  by  Clement;  but  these  also  fenew  not 
whether  to  yield,  or  to  exert  tlieir  power  with  energy. 
Thus  it  was,  that,  when  the  evil  tidings  from  Rome 
arrived,  the  opposition  to  the  Medici  in  Florence 
might  be  considered  as  having  already  broken  forth ; 
and,  mstead  of  being  driven  away  by  a  sudden  blow 
from  the  people,  they  were  able  to  withdraw  in 
peace  upon  iavorable  conditions.  Nothing  was  to 
happen  either  to  them  personally,  or  to  any  of  their 
Bervants  or  adherents.  Ippolito  retained  the  capacity 
which  had  been  awarded  to  him  of  holding  any 
office.  Their  property  remained  exempt  from  taxes. 
Cortona's  attendants  also  were  to  be  safe  from  every 
act  of  spiteful  enmity.     Thus  they  left  the  city,  as 
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it  were,  only  for  an  indefinite  time,  because  their 
own  welfare  rendered  this  necessary  for  the  moment. 

Scarcely  were  they  gone,  tlian  the  people  became 
conscious  of  what  had  happened.  Florence  had 
only  been  committed  temporarily  to  the  care  of  the 
renmning  party  of  the  Medici.  The  rumor  spread 
that  the  pope  had  escaped  from  the  Castle  of  St. 
Angelo,  and  was  marching  towards  Florence.  They 
demanded  arms.  The  palace  of  the  Medici  was  to 
be  stormed.  The  consiglio  grande  was  to  assemble. 
A  disorder  arose,  from  which  there  would  have  been 
no  way  of  escape,  had  not  Niccolo  Capponi  proved 
himself  the  man  in  whom  the  general  confidence 
was  concentrated.  On  the  17th  May,  1527,  the 
Medici  had  departed ;  on  the  20th,  the  GoTernment, 
under  the  direction  of  Capponi,  decided  on  opening 
the  consigho  grande  on  the  day  following.  It  seemed 
scarcely  possible  to  prepare  the  great  hall  in  the 
palace  of  the  Government  for  it.  It  had  been  given 
up  as  a  residence  to  the  soldiers,  and  with  wise  fore- 
thought had  been  divided  into  a  series  of  smaller 
apartments.  Every  one,  however,  set  to  work  to 
remove  these  impediments ;  the  noblest  vied  with 
the  lowest ;  the  partition-walls  were  broken  down,  the 
stones  carried  away ;  and  the  hall  was  restored  in 
the  course  of  one  night  to  what  it  had  been  in  Sa- 
vonarola's times.  Then  came  the  clergy,  sprinkled 
it  with  holy  water,  and  gave  it  its  old  dignity  by 
celebrating  mass  there.  Two  thousand  five  hundred 
citizens  gathered  together.  Capponi  was  elected 
gonfalonier  for  a  year. 

Thus  Michael  Angelo  saw  freedom  return  to  his 
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native  city.  His  name  is  not  mentioned ;  but  he  was 
in  Florence,  and  took  part  in  these  things.  Nothing 
but  an  ummportant  mention  of  those  days  is  to  be 
found  in  his  papers  in  the  British  Museum.  "  Some 
days  ago,"  it  says  there,  "  Piero  Gondi  came  to  me, 
and  begged  for  the  key  of  tiio  new  sacristy  of  San 
Lorenzo,  as  he  wished  to  conceal  there  various 
matters  belonging  to  him,  on  account  of  the  danger- 
ous position  in  which  we  stand ;  and  to-day,  the 
29th  April,  he  began  to  bring  some  packets  there. 
He  said  it  was  linen,  and  that  it  belonged  to  his 
sister ;  and  that  I  might  not  see  further  what  it  was, 
and  where  he  concealed  it,  I  have  this  evening  con- 
signed to  him  the  key  of  the  sacristy."*  Piero 
Gondi  is  mentioned  as  one  of  those  who  took  part  in 
the  insurrection  on  the  26th  April ;  otherwise  ho  was 
not  a  person  of  any  importance.  We  see  how  little 
secure  seemed  the  state  of  things  in  spite  of  the 
mutual  pardon. 

Before  these  last  events  had  taken  place,  little 
progress  had  been  made  in  the  sacristy  of  San  Lor- 
enzo, on  account  of  the  plague ;  now,  of  course,  it 
was  no  longer  thought  of.  It  is  uncertain  whether 
Michael  Angelo  was  among  tht^e  in  the  palace  on 
tlie  26th ;  but  there  is  no  doubt  that  he  now  sat  in 
the  consigho  grande.  I  could  not,  moreover,  assert 
that  he  voted  against  Capponi  at  the  election ;  for  his 
aversion  to  him  was  certainly  cai^ed  by  the  sub- 
sequent policy  of  the  gonfalonier. 

Niccolo  Oapponi  is  treated  with  a  certain  respect 

by  those  who  give  an   account   of  liim.     That  he 

•  8«B  Appendii,  Nota  IV. 
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wished  to  act  for  the  best  is  denied  by  none ;  but  it 
cannot  also  be  denied  that  be  wished  differently  to 
what  he  did.  In  the  circle  of  his  intimates,  he  was 
the  temperate  man,  who  knew  the  end  of  all  popular 
excitement,  who  understood  how  to  estimate  the 
resources  of  the  Medici,  and  -who  considered  enough 
had  been  obtained  if  the  city  appeared  indifferent  to 
her  old  masters  ;  to  the  people  he  came  forward  as 
the  man  of  confidence,  fuU  of  hope  for  the  advent  of 
true  liberty  and  the  most  glorious  fnture.  He  soon 
reached  such  a  pitch,  that  be  must  have  esteemed 
himself  fortunate  in  succeeding  in  keeping  up  the 
appearance  to  the  people,  by  whom  he  was  urged 
forward  step  by  step,  of  having  independently  taken 
the  lead,  and  at  the  same  time  of  holding  the  pope 
convinced  that  he  could  not  have  done  otherwise. 

The  first  step  was  one  to  which  lie  had  allowed 
himself  to  be  urged :  it  bad  never  been  his  intention 
to  have  convoked  the  consigHo  grande.  He  was 
obliged  to  do  so,  because  the  Piagnoni  and  Arrabiali 
desired  it, — two  parties,  which  arose  f^in  as  in 
fhe  days  of  Savonarola.  And  between  these,  again, 
here  stood  the  Palleski,  as  at  that  time ;  and  all  the 
old  game  was  repeated.  Arrabiati  and  Piagnoni 
would  not  have  the  Medici  for  any  thing ;  but  they 
bated  each  other  like  poison.  The  casting  vote, 
therefore,  was  in  the  hands  of  tlie  Palleski. 

In  the  consiglio  grande,  Capponi  was  supported 
by  the  Piagnoni ;  and  he  cast  into  oblivion  the  fact 
that  be  bad  been  hitherto  a  Palleski.  In  secret  he 
debated  with  his  old  companions,  whose  severe 
criticism  at  the  untenableness  of  the  new  state  of 


y  Google 


28  LIPB  OP  MICHAEL  ANGBLO. 

things  he  understood  only  too  well.  The  Arrabiata, 
however,  who  watched  every  step  he  took,  endeavored 
80  to  turn  thii^  as  to  do  away  with  the  assent  of 
the  Fiagnoni  to  resolutions,  which,  contrary  to  Cap- 
poni's  own  feeling,  he  was  nevertheless  obliged  to 
carry  out.  Still,  in  1527,  nothing  decisive  happened 
by  which  the  alternative  was  placed  before  the  gon- 
falonier, of  opposing  his  will  to  the  majority,  or  of 
laying  down  his  office.  Outward  circumstances 
allowed  matters  to  go  on  thus  for  a  long  time.  The 
plague  raged  so  terribly  through  the  suromer,  that 
whoever  could,  left  the  city,  and  went  into  the 
country.  The  pope  was  all  this  time  in  the  Castle 
of  St.  Angelo.  It  was  not  till  the  November  of  the 
year  that  a  French  army  appeared  in  Tuscany  with 
assistance.  Florence,  which  had  joined  the  Italian 
league,  sent  a  contingent  to  it.  Capponi,  who  wished 
to  hold  himself  free  with  regard  to  the  emperor,  was 
of  opinion  that  they  should  compound  with  money 
for  the  city's  share ;  the  Arrabiati,  however,  enforced 
that  they  should  march  out  troops.  At  last,  in  De- 
cember, Clement  regained  his  freedom,  not  through 
the  French,  but  by  an  agreement  with  Spain  ;  and, 
leaving  the  Castle  of  St.  Angelo,  he  went  suddenly, 
as  if  in  flight,  to  Orvieto,  a  small  and  strong  city  in 
the  papal  territory  to  the  north  of  Rome,  and  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Tuscany.  From  here,  where  he 
united  his  scattered  adherents  round  him  in  a  kind 
of  court,  the  nets  were  again  thrown  over  Florence, 
and  negotiations  with  Capponi  were  entered  into. 

In  a  certain  respect  it  must  have  been  oven  agree- 
able to  the  pope  that  his  family  should  be  at  this 
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time  driven  out  of  Morence,  and  not  answerable  for 
the  policy  of  the  city.  He  stood  on  terms  of  tender^ 
ness  with  both  beloved  sons, — that  of  France  as  well 
as  of  Spain ;  but  he  was  cautious  of  drawing  nearer 
either.  He  must  first  wait  to  see  which  gained  the 
ascendency  in  Italy,  that  he  might  make  common 
caTise  with  the  conqueror.  And  so  he  contented 
himself  with  concealing  every  bad  feeling  towards 
his  native  city,  and  exhibiting  good-will  towards  it. 
He  told  them  that  he  cherished  no  other  wish  tiian 
that  the  members  of  the  Medici  family  should  be 
allowed  to  live  and  die  in  Morence  as  simple  citizens. 
And  he  added  to  this  the  request  that  they  should 
send  him  his  littie  niece,  who  had  retired  into  a  con- 
vent under  the  guardianship  of  her  aunt  Clarice 
Strozzi,  a  daughter  of  the  old  Lorenzo,  and  who,  when 
that  lady  had  died,  had  been  detained  there  alone. 

Oapponi,  in  the  meanwhile,  in  order  to  remove 
beforehand  any  ground  of  mistrust  which  they  had 
sought  to  excite  against  him  among  the  Fiaguoni, 
attached  himself  more  closely  than  ever  to  the  Piag- 
noni.  It  is  singular  to  hear  how  the  adherents  of 
Savonarola,  who  had  been  dead  now  for  thirty  years, 
should  have  preserved  themselves  as  a  sect,  some- 
times secretly  malting  their  way,  sometimes  tolerated 
by  the  Government ;  and  how  their  belief  had  grown 
into  a  system,  which  might  be  called  a  national  Flor- 
entine pietism.  Savonarola  had  been  transformed 
into  a  true  siunt.  His  remains — bones,  ashes,  and 
the  like  —  performed  miracles ;  his  prophecies  of 
the  terrible  fell  of  Borne  and  the  revival  of  the  Flor- 
entine republic  had  been  confirmed  by  late  events  in 
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every  particular,  and  were  regarded  as  articles  of 
faith. 

We  see  Micliael  Angelo  strangely  entangled  in 
these  affeirs.  In  an  old  Florentine  manuscript  be- 
longing to  that  period,"  we  find  how,  in  the  year 
1513,  he  bad  seen  a  meteor  in  Rome,  and  hEid  at 
once  sketched  it,  —  a  three-tailed  star,  one  ray  of 
which  had  pointed  to  Eome,  a  second  to  Florence, 
and  a  third  to  the  east.  Any  one,  it  says,  might  see 
the  sheet  from  Michael  Angelo  himself;  and  what  it 
indicated  was  clear, — fearful  fates  impending  upon 
Rome  and  Florence  and  the  Catholic  Church,  and 
this  from  the  Turkish  emperor,  or  from  some  great 
Christian  ruler.  In  Rome  and  Florence,  the  bar- 
barians would  riot  worse  than  in  Prato  in  the  year 
1512,  These  sayings  were  current  among  the  people ; 
and  that  they  might  prepare,  by  repentance  and 
atonement,  for  these  fearful  things,  Savonarola's 
teachings  were  again  introduced  into  practical  life 
with  ardent  zeal.  Tiie  inclination  to  the  outward 
observances  of  religion,  which  is  often  seen  in  manu- 
facturing cities,  was  favorable  to  these  things.  Again 
civil  laws  were  to  help  the  maintenance  of  religious 
austerity.  Hence,  immediately,  there  were  decrees 
of  the  consiglio  grande  against  the  adornment  of 
females,  against  Jews  and  their  usury,  against  gam- 
blers, swearers,  tavern-keepers,  and  against  want  of 
chastity.  Processions  were  prohibited.  Once,  in  the 
midst  of  a  sitting  of  the  consiglio,  the  whole  assembly 
fell  on  their  knees  with  the  cry,  Misericordia !  And, 
with  all  tlus  enthusiasm,  no  tinge  of  Lutheran,  and- 

•  See  Appendix,  Not*  T. 
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Bomau  taste  was  mii^led :  it  was  publicly  forbidden 
to  discuss  religious  matters ;  and  one  of  the  conspira' 
tors  of  1521,  who  had  now  returned  after  long  travels, 
bringing  back  with  liim  from  Gerniauy  ideas  as  to 
the  uselessness  of  numerous  monks  and  priests,  was 
banished.  With  difficulty  he  was  rescued  by  hia 
friends  from  the  brethren  of  San  Marco,  who  de- 
manded that  he  should  be  put  to  the  rack.  So 
completely  had  Cappoui  the  Pi^noni  in  his  power, 
that,  on  the  last  of  May,  1528,  be  obtained  the  mar 
jority,  and  was  appointed  gonfalonier  for  the  second 
year  on  the  1st  July.  He  had  left  nothing  untried 
in  gaining  over  Savonarola's  adherents  to  himself; 
and  yet,  in  spite  of  this,  he  was  wavering  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year.  What,  however,  regained 
Mm  his  popularity,  at  one  stroke,  was  the  proposal 
he  made  in  February  to  proclaim  Jesus  Christ  King 
(rf  Florence.  The  unanimous  applause  of  the  con- 
siglio  was  bestowed  on  this  proposal.  An  inscription 
over  the  hall  confirmed  the  acceptance  of  the  new 
ruler.  Thus  were  the  old  romantic  ideas  of  a  sect, 
80  narrow  in  its  views,  used  in  effecting  an  election. 
The  Palleski  saw  through  Capponi,  although  they 
supported  him;  the  Arrabiati  saw  through  just  as 
much,  but  were  powerless.  And  so,  urged  on  one 
side,  and  restrained  on  the  other,  matters  continued 
through  1527,  and  no  party  had  reason  to  regard  his 
cause  as  the  succumbing  one. 


The  years  1527  and  1528  are  also  extremely 
scanty  in  their  information  respecting  Michael  An- 
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gelo.  We  have  no  intimation  whether  he  was  it 
Tolved  iu  party  affairs,  or  what  occupied  him-  Per- 
haps he  worked  at  Julius's  mausoleum,  and,  as  is 

related  of  all  these  years  of  disorder,  secretly  at  the 
statues  for  the  tombs  of  the  Medici,  The  Florentine 
papers,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  will  one  day  lill  up  the  gap 
which  here,  for  a  time,  is  still  left  open  in  Michael 
Angelo's  life.  Until  then,  we  must  be  satisfied  with 
the  narrative  of  what  was  going  on  around  him  in 
Florence,  and  was  certainly  experienced  by  him. 

According  to  his  character,  he  held  himself  aloof 
from  pohtical  life,  until  his  practical  energy  was 
ui^ently  required.  He  had  never  yet  filled  any 
public  office.  In  the  year  1521,  he  was  to  have  been 
a  member  of  the  Government ;  but  he  thought  him- 
self obliged  to  refuse  the  post,  because  he  could  not 
accept  it  according  to  his  lawful  vocation.  The 
letter  to  his  brother  on  this  subject,  which  is  still 
preserved,  shows  how  conscientiously  he  acted  in  the 
matter.*  All  excitement  over  trifles  was  contrary 
to  his  nature.  For  this  reason,  lie  may  even  now 
have  played  no  part  in  the  consiglio.  There,  as 
ever,  different  opinions  existed  among  the  three 
great  parties,  whose  members  voted  according  to 
their  conviction  at  the  time,  rather  than  according 
to  their  given  word ;  and  it  ie  most  probable  that  he 
belonged  to  these.  We  only  once  catch  a  glimpse 
of  Michael  Angelo  in  1528,  in  the  biography  of  Ben- 
venuto  CeUini,  who  met  with  him  in  Florence  in  the 
summer  of  this  year,  when  he  was  himself  but  a 
young  goldsmith,  who  had  gained  but  little  &me. 
•  See  AppeDdixL  Note  TI, 
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Beleased  with  the  pope  in  December,  1527,  from 
the  Castle  of  St.  Ajigelo,  Cellini  had  gone  to  Mantua, 
where  Giulio  Romano,  who  was  engaged  in  building 
the  famous  Palazzo  del  T,  received  him  kindly. 
Eetuming  from  thence  to  Florence,  he  settled  him- 
self there  for  some  time  as  a  goldsmith ;  and  Michael 
Angelo,  who  was  interested  in  him  and  his  mode  of 
working,  sent  a  young  Moreuline  to  him  as  a  proof 
of  it. 

"  My  intention  was  to  go  ^ain  to  Rome,"  says 
Cellini ;  "  but,  at  the  request  of  my  brother  and  sister, 
I  remained  in  Florence.  Piero  Landi,  too,  an  old 
friend  who  had  truly  helped  me  in  early  difficulties, 
advised  me  to  remain  in  Florence.  The  Medici  had 
been  expelled ;  and  Piero  thought  I  should  wait  for 
a  time  to  see  what  would  happen.  And  so  I  began 
to  work  on  the  new  market-place,  and  set  a  num- 
ber of  precious  stones,  for  which  I  gained  much 
money. 

"  At  this  time  there  came  to  Florence  a  Sienese, 
by  name  Marretti,  a  man  of  active  mind,  who  had 
hved  for  a  loi^  time  in  Turkey ;  and  he  ordered  of 
me  a  gold  medal  to  wear  on  his  hat.  I  was  to 
fashion  on  it  a  Hercules  wrenching  open  the  jaws 
of  a  lion.  While  I  was  engaged  upon  it,  Michael 
Angelo  Buonarroti  came  from  time  to  time  to  look 
at  the  work.  And  as  I  had  harassed  myself  much 
with  it,  and  had  conceived  the  Hercules  and  the 
rage  of  the  animal  very  differently  to  any  thing  that 
had  been  produced  before  in  representing  this  scene, 
and  because  this  kind  of  work  was  new  to  the  divine 
Michael  Angelo,  he  praised  my  work,  and  excited  in 
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me  sacli  a  desire  to  do  something  superior,  that 
something  very  successful  was  indeed  produced. 

"  The  setting  of  precious  stones  now  no  longer 
satisfied  me.  I  gained  ricliiy  by  such  work;  but  my 
mind  aimed  at  producing  somewhat  that  required 
greater  art.  And  so  it  happened  that  a  certain  Pede- 
rigo  Glaori,  a  young  man  of  noble  mind  (he  had 
lived  long  in  Naples,  and  was  so  beautiful  in  form, 
and  so  attractive  in  manner,  that  a  princess  thera 
fell  in  love  witli  him),  wished  to  have  a  medal  made, 
with  an  Atlas  bearing  the  world  on  liis  back ;  and  he 
begged  tlie  great  Michael  Angelo  to  design  the  thing 
for  him.  The  latter  told  him  to  apply  to  a  gold- 
smith named  Benvenuto,  who  would  serve  him  well, 
and  would  need  no  design  from  himself.  '  But,'  he 
continued,  '  that  you  may  not  imagine  that  I  wiH 
not  gladly  do  you  the  small  favor,  I  will  make  a 
sketch  for  it.  Speak,  meanwhile,  with  Benvenuto, 
that  he  may  also  model  something  to  show  you  how 
he  thinks  of  doing  it.  Whichever  succeeds  best  shall 
be  executed.' 

"  Federigo  Ginori  came  to  me,  and  told  me  what 
his  wish  was,  —  how  much  the  wonderful  Michael 
Angelo  had  praised  me ;  and  how  I  was  to  model 
something  in  was,  while  the  marvellous  man  him- 
self had  promised  to  draw  a  sketch.  These  words 
from  the  great  man  incited  me  so  much,  that  I  at 
once  began  with  the  greatest  care  to  make  a  model. 
When  I  was  ready  with  it,  a  painter  named  Giuliano 
Bugiardini,  very  intimate  with  Michael  Angelo,  came 
and  brought  me  the  drawing  of  the  Atlas.*  J 
■  See  Appendix,  Note  VIL 
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showed  Bugiardini  at  once  my  little  wax  model, 
which  was  very  different  from  Michael  Angelo's 
design;  and  hoth  Pederigo  and  Bugiardini  came  to 
the  conclusion  that  the  thing  must  be  done  after  my 
model.  And  so  I  began ;  and  the  most  excellent 
Michael  Angelo  saw  and  praised  my  work  as  in- 
valuable. It  was  a  figure  embossed  in  silTer ;  the 
celestial  sphere  on  its  back  being  a  ball  of  crystal, 
and  the  ground  lapia  lazuli." 

Cellini  subsequently  relates  how  the  beautdfiil 
G-inori  died  of  consumption ;  the  medal  came  into 
the  hands  of  a  Florentine,  through  whom  the  King 
of  the  French  saw  it ;  and  the  latter  by  this  means 
had  his  attention  first  drawn  to  him.  His  connec- 
tion with  Francis  I.,  however,  was  the  most  impor- 
tant part  of  his  life.  And  thus  it  may  be  said,  if  we 
attach  the  value  of  a  chain  of  destiny  to  any  such 
connection  of  events,  that  the  meeting  with  Michael 
Augelo  had  a  decided  infiuence  upon  Cellini's  entire 
future. 

How  freshly  the  Florentine  Ufe  of  that  period 
comes  before  us  in  his  narrative,  in  which  Michael 
Angelo  is  brought  for  a  moment  out  of  obscurity  into 
bright  light !  The  mausoleum  may  still  have  been 
his  principal  work.  He  must  have  discussed  the 
matter  with  the  Duke  of  tJrbino,  when  he  was  in 
Florence  in  April,  1527.  This  inference  seems  nat- 
ural, although  we  find  no  mention  made  of  it. 

One  thing  more,  however,  occurred  in  this  year. 
The  new  Government  endeavored  to  compensate  for 
the  injustice  which  Michael  Angelo  had  suffered 
by  the  transfer  of  the  block  of  marble  to  Bandinelli 


y  Google 


36  LIPS    OP   MICHAEL    ANGELO. 

The  latter  had  left  the  city  with  the  Medici.  The 
block,  twenty-one  feet  high,  stood  in  his  atelier.  By 
a  decree  of  the  22d  August,  the  consiglio  grande 
awarded  it  to  Michael  Angelo,  and,  with  the  most 
flattering  expressions,  consigned  the  work  to  him. 
He  was  to  begin  it,  if  agreeable  to  him,  on  the  1st 
November,  and  to  remain  occupied  with  it  until  tlie 
figure  was  completed,  —  an  arrangement  which  was 
probably  not  witliout  a  double  signification,  inasmuch 
as  he  received  a  pension  as  long  as  the  work  lasted. 

I  know  not  whetlier  Michael  Angelo  touched  the 
marble  himself.  The  sketch  of  what  he  intended  to 
do  is  preserved  in  a  small  model,  which  is  now  in 
the  Kensington  Museum,  and  wliich  I  have  not  seen 
myself.  But  I  will  quote  an  extract  from  a  letter 
of  my  friend  Joseph  Joachim,  who  communicated 
with  me  respecting  it.  "  The  Hercules  and  Cacus 
are  powerful.  The  whole  thing  is  only  roughly 
sketched  on  a  small  scale.  In  the  former,  the  head 
and  arm  are  wanting.  The  body  seems  to  mc  to 
stand  there  in  conscious  power,  ready  for  action ; 
and,  by  the  movement  of  tlie  shoulders,  and  the 
bending  of  the  strong  back,  we  see  how  well  able  he 
was  to  wield  the  club,  which  was  to  give  the  death- 
stroke  to  Cacus,  who  hes  there,  held  down  by  the 
right  knee  of  the  demi-god,  vainly  endeavoring  by 
the  movements  of  his  left  leg  to  entangle  the  left 
leg  of  Hercules,  while  his  right  arm  involuntarily 
tries  to  avert  the  death-stroke  from  his  head.  The 
whole  figure  is  like  a  coil, —  a  striking  contrast  to 
the  powerful,  Tictorious  hero  who  had  cast  him  on 
the  ground." 
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This  representation  was  intended,  like  the  David, 
to  signify  symbolically  the  victory  of  the  Florentine 
republic  over  her  enemies,  in  the  same  sense  as 
Donatello  had  before  executed  his  Judith,  and  Ben- 
Tenuto  Cellini  subsequently  produced  bM  Perseus 
conquering  the  Medusa. 


Events,  however,  interrupted  such  thoughts.  The 
decree  of  the  consiglio  of  the  22d  August,  1527, 
may  bo  considered  as  one  of  the  last  tokens  of  good 
faith  in  the  successful  issue  of  affairs.  For,  at  the 
very  time  when  they  were  thus  debating  in  Florence 
upon  the  adornment  of  the  palace,  the  army  of  the 
allies  was  defeated  before  Naples.  Two  days  after 
the  28th,  Lautrec,  the  French  general-in-chief,  died 
of  a  pestilential  sickness  which  had  broken  out  in 
the  camp ;  and  the  greatest  part  of  his  soldiers  fol- 
lowed him.  Naples  had  just  been  on  the  point  of 
submitting  to  the  French,  when  by  a  sudden  turn 
the  Imperialists  became  victorious,  if  we  can  so  call 
the  fact  of  no  enemy  being  any  longer  there.  The 
cause  of  the  emperor  gained  the  ascendency  in 
Italy,  The  pope  began  to  feel  that  Spain  was  the 
side  to  which  he  must  turn;  and  the  citizens  of 
Florence  were  again  in  the  position  of  deliberating 
whether  they  would  join  Spain  or  France. 

The  resolve  which  was  now  taken  was  dedsive: 
the  parties  stood  closely  opposed  to  each  other. 
The  pope,  to  whom  it  was  deeply  mortifying  to 
re-instate  his  farculy  in  Florence,  with  the  help  of 
those  Spaniards  who  had  been  just  mistreatdug  liim 
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SO  tibamefully,  left  no  means  untried  to  regain  the 

city  without  their  aaaistancQ.  His  efforts  were  noise- 
less :  with  gentle  application  he  demanded  little  j 
hut  they  knew  what  lay  behind.  Capponi  urged  that 
they  should  negotiate  direct  with  tlie  emperor,  or 
that  they  should  rely  on  the  pope.  Neither  the  one 
nor  the  other  was  effected.  It  was  resolved  that 
they  should  adhere  to  the  league  with  France. 

The  alliance  with  France  was  inseparable  from 
the  idea  of  the  old  Florentine  freedom.  Tliere  was 
a  saying,  that,  if  the  heart  of  a  Florentine  were  cut 
in  two,  a  golden  lily  would  be  found  in  it.  Luigi 
Alamanni,  one  of  the  noblest  citizens  of  the  town, 
who,  having  shared  in  the  conspiracy  of  the  year 
1521,  had  been  obliged  to  live  abroad,  and  had 
become  a  friend  of  the  great  Doria,  who  at  that 
time  passed  with  the  Genoese  fleet  from  the  service 
of  Francis  I.  into  that  of  Charles,  returned  in  tlie 
autumn  of  1528,  only  for  the  sake  of  making  it 
plain  to  the  citizens,  that  there  was  now  but  one 
way  of  safety,  —  direct  negotiation  with  the  emperor. 
Doria  himself  was  wiUing  to  conduct  the  negotia- 
tions. Nothing,  he  urged,  would  afford  the  city 
such  great  security  against  the  Medici  as  such  a 
step ;  and  that  this  was  indeed  the  truth,  was  the 
cause  of  the  pope's  fear  that  such  a  resolution  might 
be  taken  in  Florence.  But  Clement  need  not  have 
ieared  danger  on  this  side.  Alamanni's  words  were 
in  vain  :  so  little  could  he  prevail,  that  his  own  sen- 
timents were  doubted,  and  he  was  pointed  at  as  an 
enemy  to   liberty.     They  would  adopt  no  middle 
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It  proved  Capponi's  ruin,  that  he  notwithstanding 
attempted  this ;  and  it  was  for  this  reason  that  Mi- 
chael Augelo  must  have  belonged  to  his  adversaries. 
For  the  gonfalonier  could  have  managed  the  different 
parties;  but  above  the  parties  there  was  a  set  of 
men,  whom  Busini  enumerates  as  the  flower  of  the 
citizens  when  he  records  these  divisions  of  the  city : 
these  he  could  not  deceive.  They  desired  liberty ; 
nothing  more.  Enthusiastically  adhering  to  the 
idea,  rather  than  understanding  by  it  any  thing 
definite  and  practically  attainable,  their  smcere  de- 
sire was  to  awaken,  as  it  were,  the  good  spirit  of 
Florence.  Unfortunately,  fate  decreed  that  a  demon 
should  arbe  instead;  and  no  verdict  of  oars  can 
deny  this, 

Mishael  Angelo's  family  did  not  belong  to  the 
nobility  of  the  city.  He  himself  was  not  rich ;  he 
was  no  open  adherent  of  Savonarola,  nor  was  he  one 
of  the  Arrabiati.  He  had  no  defined  course ;  he 
stood  forth  on  any  side  which  manifested  an  inclina^ 
tion  to  that  ideal  of  fi^edom  which  filled  liis  heart, 
but  the  nature  of  which  he  couJd  have  as  little  trans- 
lated into  words,  as  we  can  any  feeling  deeply  rooted 
in  the  heart.     It  can  only  be  shown  by  occasional 


Capponi's  principles  were  not  equally  high.  He 
was  reckoned  among  the  nobility  of  the  city.  They 
Bwd  the  pope  had  rendered  liim  submissive  by  hav- 
ing promised  Caterina,  the  Duchess  of  Urbino,  to  hia 
eld^t  son.  He  had  wished  to  make  the  other  a 
cardinal.  It  would  have  been  imnatural  if  the 
gonfaiomer  had  not  paid  regard  to  this,  or  had  left 
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unnoticed  the  claims  of  the  other  noble  families, 
whose  anger  against  the  Medici  only  proceeded  from 
the  fact  that  they  had  curtailed  their  privilege  of 
co-operation  in  acting  the  tyrant.  Capponi,  who 
had  grown  up  in  these  pretensions,  was  obhged  at 
first  to  accommodate  himself  to  them. 

And  thus  it  was.  The  real  Government  of  the  city 
consisted  of  eighty  citizens,  the  assembly  of  the  liigh 
est  magistrates.  To  these  the  foreign  ambassadors 
addressed  themselves ;  and  the  reports  of  their  own 
were  first  brought  before  them.  Capponi  summoned 
the  nobles  of  the  city  to  this  assembly,  as  if  it  were  a 
matter  of  course,  as  though  access  belonged  to  them 
as  lords  by  birth.  They  did  not  vote ;  but  they  took 
part  in  the  sessions,  —  men  of  experience,  trained  in 
the  art  of  maMng  their  opinions  plausible.  Biassed 
by  them,  the  eighty  ventured  not  to  speak  as  they 
thought,  often  even  not  to  vote  as  they  intended. 
Then,  again,  the  eighty  changed  in  short  intervals, 
as  the  majority  of  the  high  offices  were  always  held 
only  for  a  short  time  ;  the  nobles  remained  ever  the 
same.  Instettd  of  soliciting  offices,  they  even  de- 
cHned  them.  They  did  not  require  them ;  they 
would  have  been  a  hinderance  to  them.  And  thus 
the  Government  centred  in  this  one  fixed,  and  at  the 
same  time  independent  body,  to  whom  the  ambassa- 
dors of  foreign  powers  involuntarily  turned,  and  by 
whom  thus  indirectly  the  fate  of  the  city  was  de- 
cided. 

The  Arrabiati  would  have  put  an  end  to  this,  had 
it  not  been  for  the  Pi^noni,  who  were  fawned  upon 
by  the  nobles,  witli  Capponi  at  their  beat 
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the  bulk  of  the  population  —  the  lower  class  of  in- 
habitants, possessing  no  political  rights,  and  without 
a  share  in  the  consiglio  grande  —  was  dependent  On 
the  nobles,  most  of  them  being  in  their  employ. 
And  thus  the  Arrabiati  remained  in  the  minority 
between  two  powers,  against  both  of  which  their 
weapons  failed. 

With  the  year  1529,  the  strife  of  parties  began. 
Hitherto  within  the  city  the  plague  had  depressed 
the  public  life,  whilst  from  without  no  danger  had 
threatened.  France  and  Venice  held  their  ground 
against  the  emperor,  and  carried  on  the  war.  "When 
the  plague  had  now  disappeared,  and  the  approxi- 
mation of  pope  and  emperor  had  become  a  public 
matter,  Capponi's  doubtful  sentiments  were  soon  put 
to  the  test. 

Was  Florence  to  defend  herself  with  arms,  if  she 
were  attacked  by  the  Medici  ?  The  nearer  the  spring 
approached,  the  more  urgent  became  the  necessity 
of  coming  to  a  decision.  Scarcity  prevailed.  One  of 
those  moments  was  again  at  hand,  when  undefined 
anxiety  bursts  forth,  and  parties  intermingle.  Ap- 
prehensions arose  without  any  one  knowing  why 
the  aspect  of  things  just  now  looked  so  much  worse. 
Each  was  suspiciously  observed  by  the  other ;  and 
secret  alliances  with  the  pope  were  everywhere  con- 
jectured. The  gonfalonier  was  forbidden  by  the 
State  to  negotiate  in  any  way  with  the  Medici. 
Then,  on  the  15th  April,  the  letter  escaped  him, 
revealing  secret  correspondence  with  the  agents  of 
flie  pope.  One  of  his  worst  enemies,  an  Arrabiate, 
was  the  successfiil  discoverer.     After  the  utmost 
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scandal  hi  the  palace  of  the  Government,  Gapponi 
was  obliged  at  once  to  lay  down  his  office.  His  de- 
fence, pleaded  in  the  consiglio  grande,  saved  him 
from  the  charge  of  high  treason.  There  was  an 
end,  however,  to  his  mild,  palliating  manner  of 
directing  public  affairs.  Carducci,  who  liad  been 
twice  proposed  in  vain  by  the  Arrabiati,  was  elected 
in  the  excitement  of  the  moment, — a  man  whom,  in 
other  times,  neither  birth  nor  ability  would  have 
raised  so  high ;  a  political  upstart,  whose  hatred  to 
the  Medici  furnished  his  best  guarantee  for  useful- 
ness, whose  opinions  compensated  for  what  he  lacked 
in  statesmanlike  keenness,  and  whose  honesty  the 
city  seemed  more  in  need  of  than  the  suspicious 
dexterity  of  Oappoui,  A  decided  step  was  made  in 
his  election.  The  pope  could  not  have  been  told 
more  plainly  what  he  might  have  to  expect.  He 
saw  himself  now  for  the  first  time  in  truth  ejected, 
and  driven  almost  by  force  to  the  emperor,  to  be 
obliged  to  seek  help  of  whom  was  the  hardest  thing 
that  fate  could  have  laid  upon  him.  And,  like  him, 
the  city  also,  who,  however  energetically  under  Gap- 
poni she  had  refused  the  return  of  the  Medici,  now 
for  the  first  time  treated  the  proscription  of  the  fam- 
ily as  an  actual  thing. 

The  new  gonfalonier,  when  he  entered  upon  his 
office,  was  in  perfect  accordance  with  the  majority 
of  the  citizens.  Nothing,  however,  could  compensate 
for  the  help  of  a  party  working  for  him  secretly,  as 
the  Palleski  had  done  for  Gapponi.  Even  he  had 
been  obliged  to  yield  so  far  as  to  take  the  diplomatic 
represenatives   ;it  foreign   courts  from  the  popidar 
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party,  aud  to  let  the  nobles  who  hEid  hitherto  held 
these  posts  change  places  with  them.  Now,  when 
a  democi-at,  without  rank  and  name,  occupied  the 
flrst  place  in  the  State,  and  the  aristocrats  in  Flor^ 
ence  were  allowed  only  their  strict  legal  measure  of 
participation  even  at  the  deliberations  of  the  Gfovern- 
ment,  the  direction  of  things  was  left  to  the  enoi^ 
of  well-inclined  but  unskilful  citizens. 

Oarducci,  of  course,  endeavored  at  once  to  pacify 
the  nobles  and  the  Piagnoni,  aud  to  propitiate  them. 
With  his  own  party  he  did  Ms  utmost  to  bring  about 
Gapponi's  acquittal,  who  left  the  palace  as  if  in  tri- 
umph. But  Carducci's  power  was  still  less  than 
Capponi's.  If,  as  a  good  citizen,  he  endeavored  to 
secure  the  eighty  from  all  unlawful  influence,  he 
was  soon  obliged  to  be  so  far  subordinate  to  them, 
that  he  was  nothing  but  the  receiver  of  their  votes. 
"While  decrees  had  formerly  been  passed  under  the 
influence  of  the  PaUeski,  these  were  not  only  now 
excluded  by  Oarducci,  but  he  admitted  the  sixteen 
Btandard-bearers  of  the  people ;  citizens  whose  ofBce 
consisted  in  bearing  the  standards  in  times  of  need, 
under  which  the  citizens  were  divided,  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  palace  at  the  summons  of  the  gonmo- 
nier, — 'men  who  understood  a£^rs  of  State  less  than 
any  one  else.  It  was  now  almost  impossible  to  pre- 
serve secrecy.  They  recounted  in  tlie  streets  what 
had  been  propounded  or  decreed  in  the  secret  con- 
ferences of  the  Government,  and  what  was  contiuued 
in  the  dispatches  of  the  ambassadors.  The  Palleski, 
on  the  other  hand,  assembled  among  themselves. 
No  one  knew  what  was  going  on  with  them.    They 
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were  observed  and  feared.  Men  began  to  perceive 
that  it  might  occur,  that,  forsaken  by  Fi-ance,  they 
would  have  to  oppose  the  emperor  alone.  Without 
knowing  why,  they  felt  things  were  going  downwards ; 
and  the  defence  of  the  city,  which  had  before  stood 
before  them  only  as  a  general  probability,  forced 
itself  upon  them  with  greater  and  greater  certainty, 
as  a  contingency  that  might  surely  be  expected,  and 
which  rendered  the  prosecution  of  the  fortification 
works  a  matter  of  the  utmost  importance  and  ur- 
gency. 

Capponi  had  been  against  the  fortification  of  the 
city.  He  was  of  opinion  that  it  was  not  possible  to 
approach  near ;  but  that,  if  they  did  approach,  the 
best  works  would  fail  to  defend  her-  Through  all 
the  years  of  Clement's  rule,  fortifications  had  been 
made,  for  which  one  of  the  first  generals  of  the  time 
had  designed  estensive  plans.  Under  Capponi,  too, 
these  had  been  slowly  carried  on.  In  the  autumn 
of  1528,  the  matter  had  been  a  little  more  seriously 
thought  of;  but  it  had  not  much  advanced.  In 
April,  1529,  Michael  Angelo  was  appointed  super- 
intendent of  the  fortifications  of  Florence  and  the 
cities  of  the  Florentine  territory;  while  they  endeav- 
ored to  obtain  Malatesta  Eaglioni,  the  head  of  the 
ruling  family  in  Perugia,  as  commander-in-chief  of 
tlie  army. 

Michael  Angelo's  energy  had  been  one  of  those 
things  which  ran  counter  to  Oapponi's  mind,  and 
which  he,  however,  could  not  prevent.  The  gonfal- 
onier had  endeavored  to  counteract  it  indireeliy. 
On  the  occasional  absence  of  Michael  Angelo,  who 
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covild  not  always  be  in  Florence,  he  either  ordered 
works  already  begun  to  remain  untouched,  or  even 
to  be  demolished.  But  the  days  of  his  office  were 
at  that  time  numbered ;  and,  with  Carducci's  ap- 
pearance, the  sluggishness  of  the  Government  was 
changed  into  an  activity  and  animation,  which  Mi- 
chael Angelo,  unusual  as  was  his  power  for  work^ 
could  now  scarcely  satisfy. 

Florence  is  divided  into  two  parts,  —  the  real 
Florence,  the  city  situated  to  the  north  of  the  Ar 
no ;  and  the  smaller  part  built  to  the  south  of  the 
river,  which  lies,  with  regard  to  the  larger,  much  as 
Sachsenhausen  does  to  Frankfort<in-the-Maiue,  The 
attack  might  first  be  expected  here.  Here  the  sur- 
rounding heights  were  most  contiguous  to  the  walls, 
so  that  whoever  possessed  himself  of  tliem  command- 
ed the  whole  of  Florence  with  his  artillery.  For 
this  reason  a  fortification  of  the  most  adjacent  height 
appeared  necessary ;  and  Michael  Angelo  began  with 
that  of  San  Miniato;  while,  with  regard  to  the  coun- 
try surrounding  the  northern  city,  ho  undertook  at 
first  only  an  accurate  survey  and  estimate  of  the 
buildings  lying  outside  the  city  walls,  the  destruction 
of  which  was  to  ensue  when  the  danger  became 
more  urgent. 

Florence  was  at  that  time  surrounded  with  sub- 
urbs, consisting  of  churches,  monasteries,  and  pal- 
aces, to  wliich  numerous  country  houses  to  a  vast 
extent  were  attached.  These,  too,  would  have  to  be 
destroyed,  as  affording  accommodation  to  a  hostile 
army.  So  valuable  was  this  girdle  of  buildings,  that 
for  that  reason  the  siege  of  the  city  had  been  hitb- 
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erto  considered  impossible  in  Italy,  The  cidzens 
would  never  have  resolved  thus  to  rage  against  their 
own  property.  It  seems  therefore  natural  that  they 
should  now  at  least  delay  their  destruction.  All  the 
more  expeditiously  were  the  works  at  San  Miniato 
carried  on.  Michael  Angelo  rejected  the  old  plan 
of  tlie  Medici,  which  had  also  had  this  height  in  view. 
He  drew  the  Hues  closer  together.  The  pei^anta  of 
the  surrounding  country  were  summoned ;  and  the 
work  was  carried  on  by  him  with  such  zeal,  that 
his  brick  bastions  rose  from  the  ground  with  wonder- 
ful rapidity. 

Pour  places  were  intended  for  defence  besides  the 
capital,  —  Pisa,  Livorno,  Cortona,  and  Arezzo,  The 
two  first  indispensably  so,  because  by  them  com- 
munication with  the  sea  was  kept  open ;  the  two 
others  because  they  lay  in  the  way  of  the  army 
approaching  from  the  south.  From  the  north,  for  a 
time,  nothing  was  to  be  feared.  In  that  direction 
they  had  only  to  keep  some  mountain-passes  occu- 
pied. Besides,  the  Duke  of  Ferrara  stood  as  general- 
in-chief  in  the  service  of  the  Florentine  republic ; 
and  united  witli  Venice,  who  might  like  himself  be 
depended  on  as  an  irreconcilable  enemy  of  the  pope, 
he  would  allow  nothing  to  approach  the  frontiers  of 
Tuscany.  Ferrara  as  well  as  Venice  possessed  papal 
cities,  which,  if  ever  an  alliance  should  be  efifected 
between  pope  and  emperor,  must  have  been  defended 
as  weU  as  Florence. 

In  April,  May,  and  June,  1529,  we  see  Michael 
Angelo  partly  in  Florence,  and  partly  employed  in 
person  with  the  fortifications  of  Pisa  and  Livomo. 
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[letters  arc  still  extant,  in  wMch  his  presence  is 
required,  aiid  which  contain  records  of  liis  subse- 
quent journeys  of  inspection.  He  received  plans, 
and  sent  them  back  revised.  From  the  urgency 
with  which  he  is  written  about,  and  tiie  repeated 
answer  that  he  could  not  get  away,  we  may  conclude 
how  much  he  was  occupied  with  liis  office,  and  that 
he  was  the  soul  of  general  activity. 

The  dispatches  of  the  Venetian  ambassadors, 
however,  show  at  the  same  time  that  more  and  more 
the  hope  was  vanishing,  that  King  Francis  would 
come  with  an  army  to  Italy.  The  two  French 
princes  were  hostages  in  Madrid.  The  king  could 
not  hear  to  be  deprived  of  his  cliildren  any  longer. 
He  had  intended  to  appear  with  forty  thousand  foot, 
two  thousand  horse,  and  four  hundred  knights. 
His  coming  was  held  as  certain  as  the  arrival  of  the 
emperor  was  considered  doubtful ;  but  the  indica- 
tions of  having  been  deceived  became  stronger  and 
stronger. 

In  the  meanwhile,  nothii^  decisive  had  taken 
place,  and  all  was  conjecture.  In  Lombardy,  the 
united  French  and  "Venetian  power  kept  the  Imperi- 
alists besieged  in  Milan.  In  Naples,  the  troops  of 
the  allies  had  &gtdn  the  advantage  over  the  Span- 
iards. The  pope,  too,  was  ill ;  and  the  tidings  re- 
specting him  made  a  breaking-up  of  things  at  Rome 
seem  possible.  Clement,  exhausted  by  the  events 
of  the  last  few  years,  had  been  very  near  death  in 
December,  1528 ;  and,  since  then,  had  not  regained 
his  strength.  His  malady  increased  again  in  the 
spring,  and   his   death  was   expected.     Instead   of 
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fliis,  on  the  13th  June,  the  disheartening  intelli- 
gence arrired  of  the  defeat  of  the  French  in  Lom- 
bardy,  and  at  the  same  time  a  dispatch  from  France 
respecting  the  impending  reconciliation  between  tlie 
emperor  and  the  king. 

If  matters  had  been  thus  with  Francis  I.  before 
the  disaster  in  Lombardy,  they  knew  now  that  no 
hope  remained  of  liis  assistance.  He  would  be 
obliged  to  leaTC  the  Italian  allies  to  their  fate. 
Affairs  had  so  changed  their  aspect,  that,  on  the 
Genoese  coast,  the  landing  of  Spanish  troops  was 
expected,  and  the  iniiabitants  of  Spezia  fled  with 
their  property  to  Genoa.  They  were  soon  also  in- 
formed that  the  pope  had  recoyered,  the  contract 
between  him  and  the  emperor  for  the  common  sub- 
jection of  the  city  was  concluded,  and  the  Prince 
of  Orange  liad  arrived  in  Home  to  prepare  for  the 
campaign. 

The  same  German  soldiery  and  Spaniards  who  had 
made  Rome  a  desert,  and  had  carried  their  defiance 
of  tlie  pope  himself  to  extreme  lengths,  entered  the 
papal  service ;  and  Orange,  who  resided  at  the  Vati- 
can, was  stimulated  to  greater  energy  by  Clement, 
through  the  hope  of  Caterina's  hand.  Guieciardini 
writes  at  that  time,  that  the  strongest  he  could  say, 
respecting  the  papal  court,  must  appear  too  weak,  — 
that  the  life  at  the  Vatican  was  infamous,  and  a  typo 
of  every  thing  condemnable.  Is  it  to  be  wondered  at, 
if  the  people  of  that  day  strove  to  free  themselves 
from  the  rule  of  these  priests  ;  and  if  Lnther's  doc- 
trines, afler  having  for  a  time  diffused  themselves  in 
Germany  like  a  secret  lire,  now  burst  forth  in  all 
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lands  ?  Throughout  Europe  an  echo  was  awakened 
of  that  which  had  been  preached  in  Germany  for  ten 
years.  For  every  one  saw  bow  things  were  going  at 
Rome.  Charles  needed  the  pope,  because  he  wisiied 
to  be  crowned ;  Clement  needed  Charles,  because  he 
would  rather  have  his  own  native  city  destroyed,  than 
not  see  his  family  ruling  there.  Charles's,  however, 
were  at  least  the  grand,  extensive  plans  of  a  circum- 
spect and  slowly  advancing  ruler ;  Clement's  was  the 
avengeful,  capricious  policy  of  a  furious,  narrow- 
minded  man,  to  whom  falsehood  and  treachery  were 
as  daily  bread.  I  caimot  find  a  single  trait  in  this 
pope,  which  allows  a  higher  feeling  to  arise  than 
that  of  pity.  There  is  sometlung  effeminately  sictly 
in  his  nature,  which  makes  him  insufferable;  and 
this  is  rendered  uncomfortably  striking  in  his  por- 
traits. 

Still  no  open  proceedings  against  Florence  were 
taken  at  Rome.  The  preparations  nominally  aimed 
at  the  war  against  Perugia.  Malatesta  BagUoni  was 
to  be  chastised  for  having  undertaken  the  command 
of  the  Florentine  troops  against  the  will  of  the  pope. 
Siena  also  was  to  receive  chastisement.  Malatesta 
would,  perhaps,  now  have  joined  the  pope,  had  he 
not  been  convinced,  that  not  a  single  point  of  the 
promises  by  which  he  was  allured  would  be  kept. 
The  Sienese  also  would  have  regarded  with  delight 
the  misfortune  of  the  Florentines,  whom  they  hated, 
but  that  the  old  tyranny  would  have  been  again 
estabhshed  among  them  by  the  Medici.  For  a  time, 
therefore,  Tuscany  held  together  against  the  pope; 
even  the  tyrant  of  Piombino  offered  his  troops  for 
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money.  But,  in  tliis  imion  of  the  entire  land,  fliere 
was  not  a  touch  of  uiiituig  national  feeling.  It  was 
alone  brought  about  by  the  calculations  of  indiriduai 
members,  whose  common  advantage  was  opposed  to 
any  other  course.  We  must  observe  this,  to  feel 
liow  active,  free,  and  natural  was  the  position  of 
Florence.  Here,  too,  there  was  a  selfish  policy ;  but 
the  actions  of  the  citizens  acquire  a  mixture  of  child- 
like simplicity,  which  calls  forth  our  deepest  sym- 
pathy. They  carried  in  tlieir  heart  an  ideal,  to 
which  they  were  willing  to  sacrifice  themselves. 

7. 
On  the  20th  July,  the  importation  of  supplies  into 
the  city  began.  Every  one  was  to  fill  the  storerooms 
of  his  house  as  full  as  possible.  The  year  had  been 
a  good  one,  and  favored  the  layuig-up  of  provisions. 
Three  thousand  men  worked  on  the  walls ;  ten  thou- 
saitd  soldiers  were  in  the  pay  of  the  republic ;  there 
were,  besides,  four  thousand  armed  citizens,  and 
new  troops  were  daily  enlisted.  On  the  24th,  the 
destruction  of  the  suburbs  began.  The  houses  were 
broken  down  with  battering  rams  such  as  the  ancients 
used ;  trees  and  underwood  in  the  gardens  were 
hewn  down  and  manufactured  into  fascines.  Houses, 
palaces,  and  churches  fell  to  the  ground ;  all  lent  a 
hand,  and  helped  in.tlie  work  of  destruction.  Like 
sailors  on  board  ship,  says  Varchi,  they  kept  time 
when  the  cords  were  drawn  back  and  again  loosened, 
as  they  moved  tlie  heavy  beams.  The  possessors  of 
the  buildings  often  helped  most  eagerly  in  their  ruin. 
So  thoroughly  did  the  spirit  of  freedom  dwell  in  the 
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mass  of  &e  people ;  and  only  in  a  few  of  the  richest 
familieB  was  any  resistance  manifested  in  sacrificing 
what  belonged  to  them. 

In  this  work  of  destruction,  there  occurred  one  of 
those  little  natural  marvels  which  witness  to  the 
power  of  art  over  men,  A  number  of  peasants  and 
Boldiers  were  engaged  in  demolishing  the  monastery 
of  San  Salvi.  A  part  of  the  building  lay  already 
in  ruins,  when  they  reached  the  refectory,  where, 
as  was  usual,  the  Last  Supper  was  painted  on  the 
large  wall.  This  work,  which  is  stiU  standing  at  tlie 
present  day  on  the  half-destroyed  walls,  fresh  and  in 
good  preservation,  as  if  all  liad  only  just  occurred, 
is  a  fresco  painting  of  Andrea  del  Sarto,  and  is  one 
of  the  finest  things  he  has  produced. 

Del  Sarto  would  have  been  mentioned  as  one  of 
the  most  important  of  the  Florentine  artists,  had  he 
not  stood  so  utterly  unconnected  with  his  contem- 
poraries. A  few  years  younger  than  Raphael,  he 
yet  belongs  to  those  masters  who  would  be  styled 
modern  in  comparison  with  Michael  Angelo  and 
Leonardo ;  but,  compared  with  those  who  formed  the 
majority  at  about  1529,  must  be  styled  old.  With 
regard  to  the  intrinsic  value  of  his  works,  he  stands 
somewhat  on  a  level  with  Fra  Bartolomeo :  he  pos- 
seted superior  gifts ;  but  there  is  a  lack  of  that 
comprehensive  intellectual  culture,  which,  at  the 
beginning  of  the  sixteenth  century,  was  indispensable 
in  keeping  pace  with  Raphael,  Michael  Angelo,  and 
Leonardo.  His  drawing  is  noble,  and  often  grand 
in  its  simplicity.  His  coloring  is  never  brilliant ;  but 
it  is  harmonious  to  tlie  most  delicate  shades     It 
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has  that  peculiar  paleness  or  light  which  beloi^s 
especially  to  Florentine  coloring,  and  may  be  ex- 
plained by  the  influence  of  fresco  painting.  An- 
drea del  Sarto  wanted  but  little  to  have  been  a 
genius  of  the  first  rank  j  but  this  little  he  lacks  all 
the  more  perceptibly.  Vasari  thus  expresses  his 
own  opinion  concerning  him.  If  there  had  been  any 
thing  prouder  and  bolder  in  Andrea's  nature,  he 
says,  he  would  have  been  without  an  equal ;  but  a 
certain  timidity  of  mind,  a  pliability  of  character, 
and  a  desire  not  to  render  himself  conspicuous,  pre- 
vented tliat  living  fire  of  conscious  independence 
from  infusing  itself  hito  his  works,  by  which  he 
might  have  attained  to  the  greatest  heights  in  his 
art:  he  lacked  grandeur  and  exuberance.  Vasari, 
however,  measures  him  by  the  highest  standard. 

Del  Sarto  was  only  once  in  Some:  but  he  soon 
left;  and,  except  a  short  sojourn  in  France,  he  never 
quitted  Florence,  where,  during  twenty  years,  he  held 
the  same  rank  which  Sebastian  del  Piombo  main- 
tained in  Borne.  When  Michael  Angelo  was  sum- 
moned to  the  pope  in  1525,  he  consigned  to  him  the 
young  Vasari,  who  had  been  his  own  pupil.  But 
that  Michael  Angelo  should  have  said,  with  regard 
to  Del  Sarto,  that  he  knew  one  in  Florence  who 
would  compete  with  Raphael,  is  one  of  the  many 
opinions  which  subsequent  writers  have  placed  in 
his  lips  without  having  any  otlier  source  than  hear- 
say. Had  he  expressed  this,  it  would  have  been 
only  in  derision. 

Del  Sarto  died  when  he  was  scarcely  forty  years 
old.    He  has  produced  much.    Florence  is  rich  in 
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bis  works,  and  ve  find  them  in  many  galleries :  but 
the  fiaest  are  in  his  native  city,  where  we  can  alone 
arrive  at  a  just  conception  of  his  maimer  of  pant- 
ing ;  for  he  is  most  bold  and  natural  in  his  &esco 


It  is  possible  tliat  his  painting  in  the  monastery 
of  San  SaJvi  was  saved  by  Michael  Angelo's  express 
command.  For  he  directed  the  demolition  of  the  sub- 
urbs ;  and,  without  his  consent,  no  exception  conld 
have  been  made.  Many  other  works  of  art  met 
with  no  forbearance ;  and,  even  within  the  walls, 
much  was  at  that  time  l(Mt.  Gold  and  silver  works 
were  melted  down ;  pictures  and  statues  were  sold 
by  the  possessors  in  their  distress,  and  were  carried 
abroad,  especially  to  Prance,  Francis  I.  had  his 
agent  for  tlieae  in  Florence,  —  a  man  named  Batista 
deUa  Palla,  who,  turning  to  advantage  the  distress 
for  money  of  the  citizens,  purchased  on  all  sides 
works  of  art,  and  sent  them  away. 

Vaaari  relates  one  of  these  cases.  That  Borg- 
herini,  who  was  so  intimate  with  Michael  Angelo,  — 
one  of  the  richest  of  the  noble  Florentine  bankers, 
—  had  left  the  city  when  the  siege  began,  and  had 
repaired  to  Lucca.  There  was  in  his  palace  a  room, 
painted  by  the  first  masters,  and  furnished  with 
artistic  magnificence  to  the  smallest  article.  Pun- 
tormo,  a  pupil  of  Michael  Angelo's,  had  been  espe- 
cially engaged  in  it,  —  an  artist  best  known  at  the 
present  day  from  having  executed  some  paintings 
after  the  cartoons  of  his  master.*  This  valuable 
room  seemed  a  real  booty  to  the  agent  of  the  king. 

*  See  Appendix.  Nate  VIII. 
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It  was  tlie  property  of  one  of  those  who  had  fled, 
and  was  outlawed.  The  Gfoverument  knew  how  to 
represent  to  Batista  della  Palla,  tliat  no  more  suit- 
able gift  from  the  republic  to  the  king  could  be 
found  than  the  complete  contents  of  this  apartment ; 
and  he  received  permission  to  place  himself  in  pos- 
session of  it. 

Borgherini's  consort  had  been  left  in  the  palace. 
She  was  to  receive  in  money  whatever  had  been  paid 
for  the  works.  With  a  patent  of  absolute  authority, 
Batista  presented  himself  to  her.  She,  however,  did 
not  allow  herself  to  be  intimidated.  "  Do  you  ven- 
ture, wretched  broker,  to  penetrate  here,"  she  called 
to  him, "  and  to  rob  the  palaces  of  the  nobles  of  their 
ornaments,  that  you  may  fill  the  houses  of  foreigners 
with  them,  for  the  sake  of  your  own  nuserable  gmn  ? 
Yet  I  am  less  astonished  at  you,  plebeian  soul  and 
enemy  of  my  country,  than  I  am  at  the  Government 
which  favors  such  crimes.  This  bed  here,  which 
you  wish  to  carry  off  to  procure  gain  for  your  covet- 
ousness,  although  you  assume  the  appearance  of 
douig  it  with  regret,  is  my  bridal-bed,  for  the  adorn- 
ment of  which  the  fatlier  of  my  husband  had  these 
regal  ornaments  made,  and  which  I  honor  for  his 
sake  and  for  the  sake  of  my  husband ;  and  1  will 
defend  it  with  my  blood  before  you  shaJl  touch  it. 
Away  with  your  accomplices  !  TeU  them  who  gave 
you  authority  to  rob  me,  if  they  wish  to  present  gifts 
to  King  Francis,  they  may  plmider  their  own  houses 
and  apartments;  and,  if  you  venture  to  return,  you 
shaJl  learn  how  I  will  then  send  you  back ! "  It 
does  not  seem  that  Della  Palla  made  a  second  at 
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tempt.  Others  defended  their  property  with  less 
energy ;  maiiy  thanked  Heaven  tliat  in  such  evil 
times  tliere  were  those  who  gave  money  for  their 
goods ;  whilst  others,  as  the  Medici  themselves  had 
done  before  they  departed,  melted  down  their  gold 
and  silver  utensils,  which  in  almost  all  houses  were 
of  artistic  value  in  their  form.  Not  only  did  they 
wish  to  win  money  for  themselves,  but  that  the  State 
might  not  be  in  distress  for  want  of  it. 

The  houses  that  had  been  thrown  down  were  now 
to  be  transformed  into  fortifications.  The  Govern 
ment  sent.  Michael  Angelo  to  Ferrara,  to  see  the 
famous  fortifications  there,  and  to  confer  with  the 
duke.  He  left  the  city  on  July  20th,  and  arrived 
in  Ferrara  in  the  evening  of  the  2d  August,  where 
he  at  once  presented  his  letters  to  the  Florentine 
ambassador.  He  declined  taking  up  his  abode  with 
the  latter,  as  the  ambassador  expressly  mentions  in 
his  dispatch  announcing  Michael  Angelo's  arrival. 
Accurate  account  was  at  that  time  kept,  by  diploma- 
tists, of  all  these  trifles ;  and,  just  as  the  ambassador 
would  have  set  down  the  expenses  Eiccruing  to  him 
from  Michael  Angelo's  accommodation,  the  latter 
without  doubt  was  repaid  on  his  return  whatever  he 
had  spent  at  an  inn. 

Ferrara  was  at  that  time  the  real  military  State  in 
Italy ;  and  the  duke  was  considered  a  perfect  adept 
as  regarded  politics  and  the  direction  of  war.  His 
rule  had  been  a  continuous  chain  of  difficulties,  all 
of  which  he  overcame,  and  none  of  which  he  allowed 
to  prevent  him  from  advancing  his  country  and  his 
own  family  to  the  utmost. 
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"  We  hope,"  thus  it  was  written  from  Florence  to 
the  ambassador,*  "  that  nothing  will  be  neglected 
to  evidence  to  the  duke  what  a  man  Michael  Augelo 
is,  and  what  a  high  opinion  of  him  is  cherished  by 
the  Government."  Every  thing  was  at  once  vouch- 
safed to  him.  When  in  company  with  the  ambassa- 
dor he  had  had  a  view  of  the  city  and  fortifications, 
he  repeated  the  survey  in  company  with  the  duke 
himself.  Riding  with  him,  he  received  information 
upon  every  point  from  his  lips.  "  His  Excellency," 
says  the  ambassador,  "  has  received  Michael  Angelo 
with  the  utmost  friendliness." 

He  remained  more  than  a  week  in  Perrara.  When 
he  took  leave  of  the  palace,  the  duke  detained  him. 
Jestingly  he  declared  him  to  he  his  prisoner,  and,  as  a 
ransom,  required  from  him  the  promise  that  he  would 
paint  a  picture  for  him.  Michael  Angelo  agreed, 
and  again  set  out  for  Florence,  where  they  had  been 
working  at  the  fortifications  day  and  night  during 
his  absence,  the  feast-days  not  excepted.  With  long- 
ing they  awaited  his  arrival,  and  the  result  of  the 
conferences  with  the  duke. 

For  it  was  just  during  his  absence  that  the  position 
of  things  had  taken  the  worst  turn  possible  for  Flor- 
ence, Positive  tidings  had  arrived  of  the  peace 
which  had  been  concluded  at  Oambray.t  It  was 
now  certain  that  the  Florentines  were  forsaken  by 
France,  and  were  given  up  to  the  pope.  Francis  I. 
had  submitted  to  Spanish  superiority.  Venice  and 
Ferrara  now  also  struck  sail.  The  last  hope  for 
Florence  rested  on  the  possibility  of  her  offering 

■  See  Appendis,  Note  IX.  t  Ibid.,  Note  X. 
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resistance  long  enough  for  affairs,  at  that  time  go 
variable,  to  assume  a  more  fevorable  aspect.  Now, 
when  matters  so  stood  that  the  choice  lay  before 
them  of  adopting  this  extreme  course,  and,  as  the 
Palleski  thought,  of  madly  challenging  fate,  the  lat- 
ter effected  that  an  embassy  should  be  sent  to  the 
emperor  to  negotiato  directly  -with  him.  Capponi 
had  always  desired  this,  but  at  times  when  it  was 
not  possible.  For  now,  when  fixed  treaties  existed 
between  the  pope  and  emperor,  nothing  more  could 
issue  from  it. 

But  the  embassy  only  served  to  furnish  a  sort  of 
pretext  to  Ferrara  and  Venice  for  abandoning  Flor- 
ence. They  declared  the  conduct  of  the  city  to  be 
an  act  of  faithlessness ;  and  while  Charles,  it  is  true, 
received  the  ambassadors  in  Genoa,  he  gave  an 
indefinite  reply  to  their  indefinite  proposals,  and 
advanced  to  Bologna;  Alessandro  and  Ippolito  in 
his  immediate  suite ;  Spanish  troops,  which  bad  ac- 
companied his  fleet,  slowly  followmg ;  and  a  German 
army  approaching  from  the  north,  having  for  the 
time  no  other  destination  tbau,  imited  with  the  Span 
iards,  to  form  an  imposing  power  in  Italy, 

At  the  same  time,  south  of  Perugia,  the  union  ot 
the  army  took  place,  which,  under  Orange,  as  was 
now  openly  declared,  was  to  march  against  Florence. 
The  Duke  of  Ferrara  forbade  his  son  to  accept  the 
command  assigned  h^rn  by  the  Florentines,  How 
matters  stood  with  Venice  is  shown  by  a  clause 
in  the  treaty  of  Cambray,  according  to  which  the 
king  had  engaged  to  let  his  own  fleet  co-operate 
against  the  republic  in  case  the  cities  on  the  Nea 
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politan  eastern  coast,  which  has  been  taken  pos 
session  of,  were  not  surrendered  within  a  fixed  term. 
The  Florentines  wished  to  make  resistance ;  and, 
with  that  strange  cheerfulness  which,  in  times  of 
need,  breaks  forth  in  all  minds  when  every  power  is 
strained,  the  arrival  of  the  enemy  was  awaited. 

He  appeared  sooner  than  they  had  tliought.  In 
the  second  week  of  September,  Perugia  was  given 
up.  They  had  intended  to  defend  it ;  but  Malatesta 
yielded  his  city  to  the  prince,  with  the  permission 
of  the  Florentine  Gtovernment,  and  withdrew  to 
Arezzo.  This  gave  a  blow  to  the  citizens,  coura^ 
geous  as  they  were.  They  suggested  sending  am- 
bassadors to  the  pope,  the  mere  propose  of  which 
had  been  before  declared  treason.  But  it  was  not 
carried.  The  man  most  opposed  to  it  was  Capello, 
the  Venetian  ambassador.  For  what  reason,  his 
dispatches  tell  us.  He  had  neglected  no  means, 
he  there  says,  in  making  plain  to  tlie  nobles  in  the 
palace  tliat  such  a  step  would  be  their  sure  ruin; 
for  it  is  clear,  these  are  Ms  words,  that,  if  an  agree- 
ment now  took  place  between  Clement  and  the  city, 
the  army  of  the  prince  would  throw  itself  upon 
Apulia,  Urbino,  and  the  Romagna,  or  unite  in 
Lombardy  with  the  troops  of  the  emperor,  to  operate 
against  "Venice.  "Whilst  Capello,  therefore,  feigned 
the  most  solicitous  friendship  for  the  Florentines,  all 
that  he  did  was  only  for  the  advantage  of  his  own 
GoTemment. 

Ou  the  16th  September,  Malatesta  came  to  Flor- 
ence to  inspect  the  fortifications.  Arezzo  was  to  be 
held  at  any  price.    On  the  8th,  Michael  Angelo  had 
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been  required  there  to  give  good  advice.  On  the 
18th,  however,  the  Florentine  troops  had  marched 
away.  The  day  before,  Cortona  had  fallen.  Witlmi 
a  few  days,  the  war,  which  was  to  have  been  carried 
on  and  fought  on  the  remote  frontiers  of  Tuscany, 
was  brought  close  to  the  walls  of  Florence,  and  a 
tone  of  feeling  was  excited  in  the  city,  which  threat- 
ened momentaiily  to  bring  about  isome  decisive  act 
before  arms  were  resorted  to. 

For  nntU  now  the  Medici  party  had  held  their 
ground  in  Morence.  They  would  not  give  up  their 
influence  upon  the  resolutions  of  the  Government. 
They  hoped  for  a  settlement  of  things  which  might 
allow  of  the  return  of  the  Medici,  without  forfeiting 
too  much  of  their  independence.  They  so  far 
succeeded  that  the  ambassadors  to  the  pope  were 
chosen ;  and,  in  order  to  effect  an  immediate  check 
to  the  movements  of  the  imperial  army,  a  citizen 
was  dispatched  before  the  embassy  to  announce  its 
arrival.  Clement,  however,  would  now  hear  of 
nothing  but  unconditional  and  immediate  subjection ; 
and  he  ordered  the  command  to  he  communicated 
at  once  to  the  heads  of  the  Mediciean  party,  that 
they  should  leave  Florence,  and  appear  in  Rome. 

The  position  of  affeirs  was  of  such  a  nature,  that 
the  Palleski  might  now  have  succeeded  in  bringing 
about  a  revolution  in  favor  of  the  Medici.  They 
had  already  carried  matters  so  far,  that  a  part 
of  the  authorities  were  convinced  of  the  necessity  of 
Bending  a  citizen  to  Rome,  furnished  with  unlimited 
power.  Tet  the  gonfalonier  kept  his  ground  in  op- 
posing tliem.     Had,  however,  the  Prince  of  Orange 
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been  one  day's  journey  nearer  tlie  city  on  the  18th 
September*  nothing  would  have  stopped  the  gen- 
eral feeling,  and  a  capitulation  would  have  been 
concluded.  For  a  panic  of  fear  seized  the  citizens. 
The  sudden  arrival  of  Malatesta's  soldiers  had  given 
rise  to  the  idea  that  he  himeelf  was  in  the  pope's 
pay,  and  would  deliver  up  the  city  which  was  in  his 
power.  Many  left  Florence.  The  Palleski,  who  bad 
been  summoned  by  the  pope,  fled  for  the  greater 
part  to  the  court  at  Bologna ;  many  others,  driven 
away  by  fear  alone,  took  refine  in  the  surrounding 
cities.  And  among  those  who  thus  sought  safety 
by  flight,  we  find  Michael  Angelo. 

He  had  especial  grounds  for  regarding  the  cause 
of  the  city  as  lost.  He  fancied  he  had  observed 
intentional  carelessness  in  the  behavior  of  tlie  gen- 
eral in  his  arrangements  for  arming  the  walls.  The 
height  of  San  Miniato,  as  the  best  of  the  fortifica- 
tions before  the  southern  city,  had  been  specially 
assigned  to  Malatesta ;  and  the  manner  in  which  he 
had  placed  the  cannons  there  astonished  Michael 
Angelo  so  much,  that  he  questioned  Mario  Orsini, 
one  of  the  other  principal  people  in  the  pay  of  the 
republic,  about  it, 

"  You  must  know  that  these  are  all  traitors  of 
Baglioni's,"  he  replied.  Michael  Angelo  hastened 
to  the  palace,  and  expressed  his  apprehensions. 
They  heard  him,  derided  him,  and  reproached  him 
with  want  of  courage.  The  lords  of  the  GEovern- 
ment  had  been  too  often  on  that  day  informed  of 
similar  things ;  and  they  cut  short  the  suspicions  and 
*  See  Appendix,  Note  XL 
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apprehenaiom  broi^ht  before  them.  Their  first 
duty  was  to  appear  strong  and  secure,  and  to  allow 
no  doubts  to  arise. 

Agitated  and  offended,  Michael  Angelo  left  the 
palace.  In  the  street  he  met  a  friend,  Binaldo 
Corsini,  who  assured  Mm  that  within  a  few  hours 
the  Medici  would  be  in  the  city,  and  invited  hhn  to 
fly  witlv  him.  And  so  convinced  was  Michael  Angelo 
of  the  truth  of  what  Corsini  imparted  to  him,  that 
he  resolved  to  leave  the  city. 

Many  have  endeavored  to  exculpate  Michael  An- 
gelo; and  the  decision  has  been  arrived  at,  that, 
although  his  weakness  may  be  pardoned  as  a  natural 
feeling,  which  might  completely  master  any  one,  yet 
nothing  frees  him  from  the  reproach  of  not  having 
done  his  duty  as  a  citizen.  Nothing,  however,  was 
more  natural  than  his  flight.  It  was  evident  to 
liim  that  Malatesta  was  a  traitor.  Instead  of  being 
listened  to  by  the  Government,  he  had  been  requited 
with  scorn,  and  was  offended.  He  foresaw  how,  on 
the  following  day,  those  who  still  so  energetically 
Bet  aside  every  interposition  and  precaution,  would 
be  silenced  by  Malatesta  or  Orange.  He  would  be 
uo  witness  to  tlie  destruction.  He  had  liis  old 
father,  his  brothers,  and  their  famihes,  who  could 
not  exist  without  him.  He  must  preserve  his  life 
for  them.  He  had  three  tliousand  ducats  sewn  up 
in  his  clothes ;  he  moimted  his  horse,  called  his 
servant  Antonio  Mini  to  mount  likewise,  and  endeav- 
ored to  escape  from  the  city  with  Corsinj.*  The 
gates  were  closed.  They  tried  one  after  another  ; 
'  Sm  i^ipendix,  Note  XIL 
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at  last  they  found  a  passage  tlirough  the  Porta  di 
Prato.  A  voice  rose  from  the  guard  keeping  watch 
there,  inquiring  whether  it  was  Michael  Angelo, 
one  of  the  Nine,  who  demanded  egress.  As  chief 
superintendent  of  the  fortifications,  Michael  Angelo 
belonged  to  the  committee  of  the  "  Nine  Men  super- 
intending military  affairs,"  who,  as  a  sort  of  staff, 
were  under  the  orders  of  the  "  Ten  Men  regulating 
matters  of  war  and  peace."  And  so,  when  the 
watch  heai-d  his  name  at  the  gate,  they  allowed  him 
and  his  companions  to  pass  through  freely. 


II. 
The  object  of  their  flight  was  Venice.  They  rode 
towards  the  north,  where,  on  this  side  the  Apennines, 
there  is  a  point  of  the  territory  of  Perrara.  They 
came  to  a  halt  at  Castelnuovo  in  the  Carfagnana ; 
for  thus  the  tract  of  land  is  called,  belonging  to  the 
Duke  of  Ferrara.  Here  a  tragic  meeting  took  place. 
They  were  met  by  Tommaso  Soderini,  the  brother  of 
the  cardinal,  and  Niccolo  Capponi,  members  of  the 
embassy  sent  to  the  emperor,  who,  after  having  been 
kept  for  a  time  in  suspense,  and  consoled  with  un- 
certain words,  were  at  length  convinced  of  the  vanity 
of  their  efibrts,  and  had  come  as  far  as  Castelnuovo 
on  their  return  journey.  They  hesitated  to  go  to 
Florence.  Michael  Angelo  refused  to  see  Capponi  ;* 
but,  through  Corsini,  the  latter  learned  how  things 
stood  at  home ;  and  the  tidings  he  heard  so  completely 
■  See  Appendix,  Sote  XUI. 
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disheartened  the  broken-down  old  man,  that  they 
terminated  his  career.  He  lay  down  and  died ;  while 
Soderini  went  to  Piaa,  and  from  thence,  when  threat- 
ened with  proscription,  he  proceeded  to  iFlorence. 
The  Soderini  had  had  their  downfall  in  1523,  when 
the  cardinal  failed  at  tlio  papal  election  ;  the  eventa 
of  1530  gave  the  final  blow  to  the  fanuly.    > 

From  the  Carfagnana  they  continued  their  flight 
across  the  mountains  to  Ferrara.  Immediately  be- 
hind Ferrara,  Polisella  lies  on  the  Po ;  and,  from 
here,  Venice  is  reached  most  easily  by  water.  Just 
as  they  were  embarking  from  here,  Corsini  begged 
Michael  Angelo  to  stop.  He  wished  to  return  to 
the  city  once  more,  and  asked  Michael  Angelo  to  wait 
for  him.  Corsini,  however,  did  not  return.  The 
Florentine  ambassador  had  persuaded  him  so  ur- 
gently, that  be  resolved  to  turn  the  other  way. 
Michael  Angelo  proceeded  to  Venice  alone  with  his 
servant.  He  sailed  down  the  Po,  if  he  cbcee  that 
route,  then  along  the  coast  of  the  Adriatic  towards 
the  north,  and  reached  the  city,  —  the  only  one  at 
that  time  of  all  Italy  which  had  preserved  its  old 
freedom,  in  the  true  sense  of  the  word. 

The  history  of  the  destinies  of  Venice  appears 
like  a  poem  of  the  imagination  in  the  midst  of  the 
great  records  of  human  events.  Wherever  elsewhere 
great  occurrences  shape  themselves,  we  see  a  people, 
a,  country,  a  poHlical  development  of  the  State  alter- 
nating almost  necessarily  ui  various  transitions  from 
ite  commencement  to  its  fall.  Here  there  is  nothing 
of  ail  this.  There  is  no  people ;  for  an  assembly  of 
men  with  no  distinct  origin  formed  the  State :  there 
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is  no  country ;  for  on  a  swampy  soil  in  the  middle  of 
the  sea  tliey  built  a  city  without  walls,  and  the  terri- 
tory that  they  conquered  in  addition  consisted  of 
parts  lying  widely  separated, — a  piece  of  Lombardy, 
a  couple  of  seaports  in  Italy,  Greek  islands,  Greek 
continent;  nests  eyerywhere  clinging  to  the  rocks 
on  the  sea-shore,  each  of  wliich  is  only  a  chance 
possession,  which  is  either  exchanged  or  dispensed 
with.  It  is  as  if  England  at  the  present  day  consisted 
only  of  Corfu,  Gibraltar,  Ireland,  India,  Australia, 
and  Canada,  with  London  as  the  ruling  centre  of  all, 
but  without  England,  —  the  city  lying  alone  in  the 
middle  of  the  ocean.  Thus  was  it  with  the  Venetians ; 
the  sea  and  the  deck  of  their  v^aels  was  their  coun- 
try. And,  lastly,  there  was  no  progress  ;  for  what 
the  Venetians  have  been  as  a  State  they  have  been 
just  as  much  from  the  first;  an  aristocracy  entwined 
together  with  iron  rivets,  and  drawn  closer  and  closer 
together,  formed  the  ruling  element.  Never  has  the 
domination  of  parties  been  permitted ;  never  has  there 
existed  a  popular  political  life  ;  never  have  men  ap- 
peared, who,  upraised  from  the  masses,  have  placed 
themselves  at  the  head  of  af&its:  and  when,  after  a 
thousand  years'  existence,  her  fall  took  place,  it  was 
a  sudden  breaking-down  and  disappearance.  There 
was  no  echo  of  the  old  magnificence.  There  is  no 
one  in  the  present  day  in  whose  mind  dwells  the  idea 
of  the  old  splendor  of  the  Venetian  State ;  for  the 
Venetians  of  our  own  time  have  nothing  in  common 
with  the  spirit  of  those  fiimilies  whose  names  stand 
repstered  in  the  golden  book.  The  city  herself 
alone  remains, — her  palaces  empty,  like  beautiful 
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blown  eggs,  from  which  no  young  ones  can  any  more 
be  hatched.  Florence  and  Rome  and  Gfenoa  are  no 
longer  what  they  were ;  but  tlio  change  of  centuries 
has  never  estinguiehed  their  active  life,  and  a  moring 
multitude  ever  fills  their  streets.  But  Venice  etandt. 
there  like  a  theatre,  on  whose  scenes  the  bright  s\m 
is  shining,  while  the  heroes  who  acted  within  her 
walls  have  departed  or  disappeared  for  ever. 

Even  at  that  time,  in  the  year  1530,  when  Michael 
Angelo  came  to  Venice,  the  grovrth  of  her  power 
stood  still,  or  retrograded,  which  means  the  same; 
but  still,  wherever  the  fleets  of  the  Republic  appeared, 
they  were  more  powerful  than  all  the  others  of  the 
Mediterranean.  And  this  sea  was  at  that  time  what 
the  ocean  is  at  the  present ;  and  Italy  was  the  land 
of  civilization,  and  the  centre  of  the  world.  It  ia 
true,  the  Turks  had  destroyed  the  Indian  commerce 
of  the  Venetians  through  Egypt ;  and  Spain  and 
Portugal  bad  begun  to  ransack  India  and  America 
by  more  circuitous  routes.  But  Venice  still  formed 
the  centre  of  communication.  For  as  England's 
power  at  the  present  day  depends  on  the  political 
condition  of  all  the  five  divisions  of  the  globe,  the 
States  of  which  she  surpasses  by  the  immense  enei^ 
with  which  she  concentrates  her  powers ;  so  the 
Btrength  of  Venice  lay  in  the  relations  of  European 
countries,  over  which  she  had  the  advantage. 

The  most  brilliant  period  for  Venice  was  that  when, 
after  the  fall  of  the  German  empire,  Europe  separated 
into  infinite  fragments,  and  common  co-operation  for 
great  ends  seemed  no  longer  possible.  Princes  had 
their  hands  fettered  by  their  nobles ;  cities  held  back ; 
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money  was  difficult  to  procure:  if  it  were  at  last 
raised,  it  was  by  many  streams  meeting  together,  and 
was  no  constantly  flowing  source.  In  moments  of 
the  greatest  political  importance,  it  was  wanting. 
Deaths  in  prineely  houses,  family  alliances,  insur- 
rections at  home,  caused  inactivity  or  a  change  of 
system,  and  prevented  the  pursuance  of  great  plans. 
There  were  nothuig  but  sudden  storms,  which  dis- 
charged themselves  now  here  and  now  there;  and  in 
their  chance  recurrence  there  was  no  sure  connection. 
In  Venice  there  was  none  of  tliese  disturbances.  A. 
great  immortal  corporation  sits  on  their  rocks  like 
a  flock  of  eagles  looking  out  for  prey.  Money  under 
all  circumstances  was  ready ;  men  were  never  lacking. 
There  was  no  other  hinderanee  in  tlie  resolutions  of 
the  Government  than  the  repose  and  precaution  with 
which  they  formed  them :  where  it  was  necessary  to 
strike,  they  were  able  to  do  so.  With  admirable 
acuteness  affairs  were  considered,  and  the  advantages 
and  disadvantages  of  undertakings  weighed ;  person- 
al passion  was  compelled  to  be  silent ;  the  influence 
of  events  even  was  controlled ;  and  absolute  authority 
was  averted  by  the  most  accurate  instructions.  In 
the  election  of  the  doge,  out  of  thirty  nobles  chosen 
by  lot,  nine  were  selected.  These  chose  forty,  twelve 
of  whom  were  again  selected ;  these  chose  twenty- 
five,  and  so  on :  the  doge,  who  at  last  came  forth, 
was  obhged  to  be  confirmed  again  by  the  assembly  of 
all.  It  was  impossible  for  him  to  elevate  his  family 
as  the  popes  could,  or  to  cherish  tyrannical  desires 
like  the  Medici ;  but  it  was  impossible  also  for  him 
to  meet  with  opposition  like  the  Kings  of  Germany, 
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France,  and  Spain,  in  whose  kingdoms  rebellion 
knew  no  end.  All  the  nobles  united  formed  the 
one  RepubUc,  for  the  advantage  of  which  every  desire 
was  abandoned,  and  which  never  was  divided  in  its 
opinion  respecting  foreign  countries. 

We  possess  a  beautiful  letter  of  Aretino's,  in 
which,  comparing  Bome  and  Yenice,  he  exhibits  the 
contrast  which  existed  between  these  two  heads  of 
the  world.  "  He  who  has  not  seen  them,"  he  writes, 
"  knows  not  the  two  wonders  of  the  world,  —  how, 
in  Bome,  fortune  is  pursued  with  presumptous 
bounds ;  wliilst,  in  Venice,  the  Government  advance 
step  by  step  with  serious  and  solemn  dignity.  There 
can  be  no  stranger  sight  than  the  opposing  confu- 
sion of  the  Eomaii  court,  compared  with  the  quiet 
unity  of  the  RepubKc  of  Venice.  We  could  imagine 
the  aspect  of  things  in  paradise  without  having  seen 
it;  but  no  mortal  man  who  did  not  see  Bome  with 
Ms  own  eyes  could  have  an  idea  of  the  intricate 
ways  there,  and  of  the  grand  simple  path  adopted  by 
us.  In  both  there  are  vast  works  interpenetrating 
each  other ;  but  in  the  one  they  advance  with  vio- 
lent noise,  in  the  other  with  imperceptible  quietness. 

"To  him  who  comes  to  Venice,"  he  continues, 
"  all  other  cities  must  appear  like  miserable,  poor 
houses.  I  could  not  help  laughing  recently  at  a 
Florentine,  as  he  looked  at  a  magnificently  decorated 
gondola,  with  a  bridal  train  in  it,  and  the  velvet,  the 
gold,  and  the  jewels  which  the  bride  presented  to 
view.  '  We  are  a  heap  of  rags  compared  to  it ! '  he 
cried  out :  and  he  was  not  wrong ;  for  with  us  the 
wives  of  bakers  and  shoemakers  appear  as  the  wive? 
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of  nobles  scarcely  do  in  other  cities.  We  live  here 
like  Turkish  pashas.  And  what  provisions  ai-e  to 
bo  had  in  Vciiice !  Here,  and  not  to  Cyprus,  the 
kii^om  of  Venus  and  Cupid  should  be  transported ; 
for  every  day  is  a  holiday,  and  satiety  and  pain  never 
follow.  No  one  thinks  of  death  and  the  end  of 
things ;  and  hberty  appears  with  flying  colors!  " 

Even  this  last  plirase  contains  nothing  untrue. 
For  although  the  aristocracy  in  Venice  had  all 
power  in  their  hands,  and  no  shadow  of  direct  influ- 
ence fell  to  the  lot  of  those  who  did  not  belong  to 
them,  such  a  division  of  authority  was  not  only 
customary  everywhere,  but  it  was  nowhere  less  felt 
than  in  Venice.  For,  in  other  countries  and  cities, 
the  ruling  aristocracy  were  obliged  to  maintain  their 
high  position  amid  continual  disputes :  in  Venice, 
however,  tiioy  soared  safoiy  above ;  and,  while  by  this 
means  the  feeling  of  a  decided  contrast  between 
high  and  low  was  removed,  the  masses  of  those  who 
possessed  mind  and  intelligence  without  high  birth 
naturally  adhered  to  the  powerful  families,  who 
yielded  freely  and  unreservedly  to  this  influence. 
Woe  to  him  who  might  have  wished  to  act  against 
the  Glovernment !  But  the  Government  was  so  sen- 
sitive, on  the  other  hand,  to  the  public  feeling,  and 
in  all  its  endeavors  aimed  so  entirely  at  meeting 
the  general  advantage,  that  an  opposition,  if  it  ever 
manifested  itself,  could  only  be  the  fruit  of  personal 
ambition  or  hatred  against  those  who  were  casually 
in  authority.  Whatever  then  happened  was  the 
aSair  of  the  nobles  among  themselves,  and  did  not 
affect  the  policy  of  the   State.     The   people   lived 
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unconstrained  and  securely.  In  religious  matters, 
they  were  more  independent  of  Bome  than  else- 
where. Venice  was  the  refuge  of  the  exiled  and 
the  persecuted.  If  in  those  days  the  idea  of  one 
united  free  Italy  had  heen  possible,  in  connection 
with  this  city  alone  could  it  have  been  accomplished- 
But,  when  we  speak  of  this,  we  must  take  into  con- 
sideration how  biassed  every  one  at  that  tune  was 
by  the  laws  which  everywliere  regulated  the  ordinary 
habits  of  life.  Bygone  ages  still  exercised  all  their 
charm.  Universal  right,  awarded  alike  to  each, 
was  an  idea  which  no  one  would  have  conceived. 
Transported  into  such  circumstances  at  the  present 
day,  we  should  believe  ourselves  cast  into  fearful 
slavery,  which,  leaving  none  unfettered  from  his 
birtli,  dictated  a  path  to  the  lowest  as  well  as  the 
highest,  —  a  path  from  which  it  would  only  be  posa- 
ble  for  extraordinary  natures  to  deviate. 

2. 
Such  had  been  the  condition  of  Venice  vh&n 
Michael  Angelo  went  there  for  the  first  time  thirty 
years  before,  although  perhaps  at  that  period  he 
was  too  young  to  understand  it  perfectly.  One 
thing,  however,  must  have  been  new  to  him :  a  pe- 
culiar art  had  developed  there  during  the  interval. 
The  conunencement  of  it,  which  he  had  then  seen, 
had  been  followed  by  wonderful  improvement.  For 
there  had  been  painting  in  Venice,  as  elsewhere, 
even  in  the  fifteenth  century ;  and  slie  had  possessed 
distingiiishcd  masters,  but  they  belonged  to  the  old 
school,  —  sharply  drawn  outlines,  rather  filled  up 
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with  color  than  any  absolute  harmony  of  tone  trace- 
able in  the  picture  itself  from  the  first ;  severe  con- 
trasts of  light  and  heavy  opaque  shadows  were  in 
especial  favor.  Giovanni  Bellini  worked  in  this 
manner ;  he  was  the  best  painter  in  Venice  when 
Michael  Angelo  came  there  in  the  year  1494.  Sinco 
then,  two  men  of  genius  had  appeared,  who,  like 
Raphael  and  Michael  Angelo  in  Florence  and  Rome, 
took  their  own  path,  and  called  into  being  an  art, 
which,  wonderful  and  peculiar  as  the  city  herself, 
forms  a  new  phenomenon. 

Venice  was  modern.  She  stood  on  no  soil  out  of 
which  statues  were  brought  to  light ;  she  had  no 
antique  buildings  telling  of  an  old  and  venerable 
civilization;  nothing  was  tliere  which,  as  a  pattern 
of  old  and  perfect  work,  presented  itself  as  a  model 
for  that  newly  to  be  created.  There  was  no  writer 
giving  information  respecting  the  ancient  Venetians, 
and  whose  words  rested  in  men's  minds.  Secluded 
and  solitary,  like  a  vast  fleet  lying  at  anchor  in  the 
midst  of  the  sea,  the  city  had  nothing  but  herself; 
the  feeling  of  the  moment  was  that  which  filled  her. 
They  spoke  her  own  musical-sounding  patois;  and 
in  this  her  citizens  sang  and  wrote,  or  spoke  of  war 
and  commerce,  and  affairs  of  State.  In  the  foreign 
lands  of  the  East,  they  saw  strange  buildings ;  and 
after  these  they  constructed  their  churches  and  pal- 
aces. In  the  remote  distance  they  saw  indeed  the 
mainland  and  the  chain  of  the  Alps,  but  close  aroimd 
them  there  was  nothing  but  sky  and  sea ;  and  more 
familiar  to  their  eyes  than  the  charm  of  cultivated 
plains,  woods,  and  mountains,  were  the  ever-chang- 
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ing,  purer  tints  of  waves  and  clouds.  And  as  all  art 
is  a  copy  of  that  ■which  fills  the  soul  of  man,  so  tlie 
painting  which  sprung  up  in  Venice,  disdaining 
the  strong  lines  of  the  Komans  and  Florentines,  took 
the  brilliant  coloring  which  played  around  the  city 
for  the  expression  of  its  ideas. 

As  music  stands  in  relation  to  poetry,  so  does 
Titian's  art  to  that  of  Raphael  and  Michael  Angelo ; 
just  as  life  in  Venice  was  music  compared  with  the 
uoise  of  Rome  and  the  Florentine  streets.  There, 
running,  riding,  tlie  clanking  of  swords,  and  bustle 
prevailed ;  while,  in  tlic  canals  of  Venice,  the  gondo- 
las flew  hither  and  tliither  like  twittering  swaUows. 
Once  again  I  will  let  Aretino  speak  in  a  letter  to 
Titian:  — 

"  I  leaned  against  the  parapet  of  the  window," — thas  he 
writes,  —  "  and  looked  down  on  the  innumerable  vessels 
with  foreigoera  and  Venetians  in  them,  the  Canal  G-rande 
furrowed  with  tbem,  and  the  people  on  the  banks  looking 
on  at  the  race  of  the  gondolas,  and  crying  '  Bravo ! '  I  had 
all  beneath  me  as  far  as  the  Itialto. 

"  And  then  I  nused  my  eyes  to  the  sky ;  and,  since  Giod 
created  it,  I  never  have  seen  it  so  beautiful,  —  such  colors, 
such  shadows,  such  light.  It  was  just  as  those  artists 
would  delight  in  painting  it,  who  envy  you  what  you  can 
do,  and  they  cannot.  First,  the  mass  of  buildings,  the 
stone  of  which  seemed  changed  by  the  evening  glow  into 
a  nobler  material  created  by  art ;  theu  the  clear  atmos- 
phere above, — a  broad  streak  of  light ;  then  clouds  hang. 
ing  dark  and  gray,  as  if  just  going  to  burst  forth,  and 
seeming  to  touch  the  points  of  the  houses,  and  bo  losing 
themselves  in  the  distance,  lighted  up  in  front  by  the 
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doclining  eun,  and  melting  away  into  a  softer,  less  bnmitig 
red.  What  a  mistress  was  natare  at  this  moment !  with 
what  touches  did  she  paint  the  atmosphere,  making  it  re- 
cede far  hehind  the  palaces !  There  were  places  in  the 
sky  where  it  was  blue  with  touches  of  green,  places  whero 
it  was  green  with  streaks  of  blue,  —  one  set  off  the  other, 
one  blended  into  the  other.  Titian,  I  was  compelled  to 
Bxcliuta,  where  are  you  to  paint  it  ?  " 

I  have  never  met  with  any  trace  of  such  enthusi- 
astic contemplation  of  surrounding  nature  among 
the  Romans  or  Florentines.  Among  them,  there 
■was  rather  aversion  to  the  picturesque.  The  pier- 
cing sun  made  the  light  too  glaring  to  them,  the 
shadows  too  deep  ;  they  lacked  the  medium  of  the 
transparent  mist,  which  subdued  the  lights,  and  did 
not  rob  the  shadows  of  tlieir  coloring.  Their  paint- 
ing inclines  to  sculpture-like  conceptions.  They 
endeavored  to  make  things  appear  round  and  tangi- 
ble, and  not  merely  to  give  the  indefinite  coloring, 
in  which  objects  seemed  to  resolve  themselves  un- 
der the  humid  sunshine  of  Venice.  Raphael  and 
Michael  Angelo  looked  at  the  bodies  of  things,  as 
geologists  do  mountains,  the  innermost  structure 
of  which  is  apparent  through  the  outward  lines. 
Both,  it  is  true,  may  have  looked  with  admiring  soul 
wlien  the  evening  glow  passed  over  tlic  Campagna, 
or  lay  on  the  towers  and  pinnacles  of  Florence ;  but 
their  art  was  not  able  to  retain  this  indefinite  bril- 
liancy. What  they  represented  was  the  harmony 
of  lines  in  the  movements  of  human  figures.  Titian 
saw  further.  He  perceived  in  things  the  relative 
position  of  colors,  and  then  obtained  the  lines ;  the 
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otherB,   on   the   contrary,  went   from  the   lines  to 

the  coloring.  As  Aretino  says,  that  it  seemed  as 
if  the  stones  had  been  transformed  by  the  declining 
sun  into  a  more  ideal  material,  so  Titian  elevated 
the  substance  of  every  thing  he  represents.  Ha 
makes  an  inner  light  breathe  through  it.  His  color 
has  something  of  a  dim  brightness  in  it.  When 
the  clear  sun  touches  things,  there  is  a  colorless 
light-reflecting  brilliancy,  and  in  hard  contrast  to  it 
colorless  shadows  ;  but  what  the  sun  on  the  sea  illu- 
minates, seems,  as  it  were,  to  absorb  light,  and  to 
become  luminous  of  itself. 

Giorgione  first  imparted  this  property  to  bis  pic- 
tures. His  outlines  disappear  into  something  almost 
unessential.  As,  when  living  beings  approach  us,  we 
see  only  colors  and  movement,  so  in  his  pictures: 
there  is  none  of  tlie  fixed,  statue-like  appearance ; 
the  living,  moving  character  alone  seems  produced 
by  ma^c.  This  power  in  its  perfection  was,  how- 
ever, possessed  by  Titian.  There  is  something 
unfathomable  in  Ms  coloring.  He  alone  has  pro- 
duced paintings  before  which  we  stand,  as  before 
many  of  Raphael's,  as  though  they  were  unsolvable 
enigmas,  the  mystery  of  which  seems  ever  renewing 
itself,  —  as  though  the  figures  were  living,  and  were 
ever  fostering  other  thoughts,  just  as  thoughts  alter- 
nate with  ourselves.  I  call  to  mind  his  picture  of 
the  Tribute  Money,  which  Michael  Angelo  must  have 
seen  in  Ferrara  when  the  duke  showed  him  the  pal- 
ace. As  in  the  Madonna  della  Sedia,  there  is  here 
an  arrangement  of  colors'  which  can  be  classified  by 
tto  name,  and  can  be  described  by  no  language 
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Ajid  in  this  coloring  what  a  countenance !  There  is 
DO  praise  of  human  beauty,  which  is  not  suitable 
to  it.  He  who  has  never  heard  of  Christ,  must  feel 
diat  the  noblest,  finest  human  countenance  is  repre- 
sented here.  Or,  to  mention  sometliing  which  is 
painted,  as  we  are  accustomed  to  say,  more  in 
Titian's  maimer,  the  portrait  of  the  young  girl  in  the 
Pitti  palace  at  Florence.  What  life !  We  stand 
before  it  with  a  feeling  as  if  it  were  impossible  that 
this  charming  creature  should  have  been  dead  for 
now  three  hundred  years,  and  should  not  be  at  the 
present  time  as  fresh  and  beautiful  as  ever ;  and  we 
■  seek  to  fathom  the  means  which  art  has  here  em- 
ployed. We  observe  the  delicate,  almost  trembling, 
glimpse  of  the  slightest  redness  in  the  white  of  the 
eye ;  the  fair  points  of  tlie  darker  plaits ;  the  golden 
chain  which  falls  over  her  neck  and  youthful  bosom, 
covered  with  a  stiff  brocade  garment,  as  if  her  hand 
had  just  thrown  it  over  her  with  its  small  and  some- 
what extended  fingers.  It  is  as  if  she  had  been 
suddenly  called  by  her  mother ;  had  quickly  wiped 
away  a  tear  from  her  eye,  which  she  had  wept,  no 
one  knows  wherefore  (no  sorrow  was  necessarily  the 
cause  of  it),  and  had  so  appeared  before  Titian  to 
sit  for  the  first  time  for  her  portrait.  And  this  was 
the  moment  which  he  had  preserved  as  the  most 
charmbig. 

Giorgione  had  Ijeen  dead  for  years  when  Michael 
Angelo  now  came  to  Venice ;  but  Titian  was  in  full 
vigor,  and  at  the  height  of  his  fame.  Whether, 
however,  they  met  at  that  time,  we  know  not.  I 
ehould  almost  Uiink  it  was  not  the  case.    For  Michael 
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Ai^Io's  natural  iiicliuatioD  to  solitude  must  have 
held  him  away  from  men  more  strongly  at  that  time 
than  ever.  Just  as  little  may  he  have  seen  Sanso- 
vino  again,  his  old  adversary  at  Borne,  who,  since 
his  flight  in  the  year  1527,  had  obtained  a  position 
in  Venice.  He  held  the  first  rank  there  as  a  sculp- 
tor and  architect ;  but  he  was  still  evil-disposed 
towards  Michael  Angelo,  as  Benvenuto  Cellini  boars 
witness,  who  spoke  to  him  severely  about  it,  when 
he  visited  Venice.  What,  however,  must  at  this 
time  have  prejudiced  all  Venetian  artists,  and  Saoso- 
vino  especially,  against  Michael  Angelo,  was  the  wish 
of  the  GEovernment  to  take  advantage  of  the  oppor- 
tunity, and  to  retain  the  great  man  in  Venice.  If 
he  remained,  it  was  calling  upon  them  all  to  stand 
back,  and  take  a  lower  position. 

But  Michael  Angelo  felt  that  there  was  no  terrain 
for  him  here.  The  first  nobles  of  the  city  visited 
him,  and  persuaded  him  to  take  up  his  permanent 
abode  with  them.  He  declined.  His  idea  was  to  go 
on  to  France,  perhaps  to  influence  the  king  respecting 
Florence,  perhaps  because  Florentine  art  was  repre- 
sented there  wi^  distinguished  power,  and  the  way 
had  been  prepared  for  his  own  activity.  Francis  I. 
is  the  first  among  modern  kings  who  endeavored  to 
transplant  into  his  country,  not  only  individual 
artists,  but  the  enei^  of  an  entire  school.  Through 
his  means,  there  arose  in  France,  by  a  blending  of 
Florentine  conception  with  French  skilfulness,  that 
art  BO  fruitful  in  all  three  branches,  which,  without 
denying  its  origin,  developed  still  further,  and  the 
productions  of  which  cannot  be  contemplated  with- 
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out  pleasure,  little  as  nature  is  purely  imitated  Ji 
them.  France  was  at  that  time  to  the  Florentine 
painters  what  !Russia  was  about  twenty  years  ago  to 
(Jerman  musicians,  —  a  half-civilized  foreign  land, 
where,  however,  men  gladly  accepted  exile  for  some 
years,  for  the  sake  of  gaining  great  sums  of  money. 
Michael  Angelo  would  have  been  splendidly  received. 
Francis  I.  honored  in  bim  one  of  the  founders  of 
that  art  which  placed  him  above  all ;  but,  besides 
this,  be  honored  him  as  he  had  done  Leonardo,  as 
the  famous  man.  In  after-years,  the  king  repeated 
his  proposals ;  and  three  thousand  ducats  always  lay 
ready  with  his  banker  in  Rome,  in  case  Michael 
Angelo  might  ever  resolve  to  use  it  as  travelling 
money. 

For  a  time,  Michael  Angelo  lived  in  Venice  per- 
fectly retired.  He  had  hired  a  house  on  the  Giu- 
decca,  one  of  the  islands  to  the  west  of  the  Canal 
Grande,  and  just  that  on  which  Aretino  had  looked 
down  when  he  wrote  to  Titian  ;  and  thus,  after  the 
immense  excitement  he  had  recently  gone  throi^h, 
he  had  suddenly  fallen  into  a  quiet  more  profound 
than  any  thing  that  can  be  imagined,  and  found  time 
and  repose  to  reflect  upon  his  position. 

What  he  was  offered,  if  he  would  remain,  is  not 
accurately  stated  :  in  later  times,  when  similar  pro- 
posals were  repeated  from  Venice,  they  were  sis 
hundred  ducats  annually,  and  especial  payment  for 
every  work."  In  gratitude  for  the  good  feeling  with 
which  they  had  met  him,  he  made  a  design  for  the 
rebuilding  of  the  Rialto,  the  principal  bridge  in 
•  See  Appendix,  Nota  XIV. 
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V^enioe,  which  had  been  burnt  down.    He  gave  the 

sketch  to  the  doge  j  but  the  bridge  was  executed  Bub- 
Bequently  after  other  plans.  Still,  to  remain  there 
himself,  and  to  build  the  Rialto,  perhaps,  and  pal- 
aces, and  begin  new  statues,  while  in  Florence  and 
Kome  works  were  lying  which  he  had  completed  or 
begun,  seemed  impossible.  It  was  someliiing  in 
those  days  to  change  one  city  for  another.  He  must 
have  lived  in  Venice  as  an  exile,  apart  even  from  the 
few  Florentines  who  dwelt  there,  or  passed  throi^b 
in  their  journeys ;  for,  even  in  foreign  lands,  inter- 
course with  the  proscribed  was  not  permitted,  and 
there  were  means  of  secretly  observing  whether  the 
command  was  attended  to.  He  would  have  been  a 
stranger  here,  separated  from  his  family ;  at  home, 
he  was  a  noble  taking  part  in  the  State  ;  in  Venice, 
he  was  a  p^d  celebrity  without  rights  or  influence. 
Rome  or  Florence  were  the  two  only  places  in  Italy 
where  he  could  live  and  work.  Rather  than  Venice, 
tliere  was  Prance,  where  the  exiles  formed  an  entire 
colony ;  where  the  sound  of  the  Florentine  language 
was  no  rarity ;  and  where  the  freshest  tidings  from 
Tuscany  arrived  uninterruptedly,  almost  as  quickly 
as  at  Venice. 

I  place  at  this  period  the  ori^n  of  Michael 
Angelo's  sonnets  on  Dante,  which  perhaps  were  the 
direct  result  of  the  tone  of  feeling  which  must  have 
,  been  excited  in  his  mind  by  the  tidings  of  the 
proclamation  in  Florence  of  the  proscription  against 
him.  The  official  document,  drawn  up  in  Latin, 
was  published  there  on  the  30th  September,  1529 ; 
and  thirteen  citizens  were  in  it  declared  to  be  reb 
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els,  provided  they  did  uot  appear  before  the  6th 
of  October.  Michel  Angelus  Lodovici  de  Bonarrotis 
is  the  eighth  name ;  Baiualdus  Filippi  de  Corsinis  ia 
the  first.  The  proscription,  however,  no  longer  af- 
fected the  latter,  as  he  had  returned  before  the  6th 
October ;  and,  in  the  copy  of  the  edict  preserved  to 
the  present  day,  we  find  his  name  erased.  Michael 
Angelo,  however,  had  not  appeared,  and  had  foi> 
feited  all  that  which,  by  such  a  sentence,  might  be 
taken  irom  a  citizen  of  Florence. 
This  is  one  of  his  sonnets  upon  Dante :  — 

"  Mow  shall  we  speak  of  liim  1  for  ovir  blind  eyes 
Are  all  unequal  to  lils  duzzling  rays. 
Easier  it  U  to  blame  hie  eoemies, 
Than  for  the  tongue  to  tell  his  highest  praise. 
For  na  he  did  eiplore  the  realms  of  woe ; 
And,  at  his  coming,  did  high  heaven  expand 
Her  lofty  gates,  to  whom  his  native  land 
lietused  to  open  here.    Yet  ehalt  thou  know, 
Ungrateful  city,  in  thine  own  despite, 
That  thou  hast  fostered  best  tiiy  Dante's  fame  j 
For  virtue,  when  oppressed,  appears  more  br^ht. 
And  hriglit<!r,  therefore,  shall  his  glory  be, 
Suflfering  of  all  mankind  most  wrongfully, 
Since  in  the  world  there  lives  no  greater  name." 

SOUTHBT* 

"  Qoanto  dime  si  dee  non  si  puo  dire, 
Chi  troppo  agti  orbi  il  suo  splendor  s'acceae, 
Biasmar  si  pn6  piil  1  popoi'  che  I'off^se, 
Ch'at  minor  pregio  sua  lingua  ealire. 

Questi  disceai  a'  regni  del  fellire 
Per  noi  'nsegnare,  e  poscia  a  Bio  n'ascese, 
E  le  porte  che  1  ciel  non  gll  contese 
La  patria  chiuse  a!  suo  ^iisto  desire. 

*  I  have  selected  Soathey's  tranalatioii,  as  better  than  an;  I  oonld 
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Ii^reta  patria,  e  della  sua  forttma 

A  euo  danno  untrice  I  e  n%  bea  segno, 

Ch'  B  piii  perfetti  abbondi  di  piii  guai. 

E  &a  miUe  i^iOD  Taglia  quest'  una, 

Ch'egual  non  ebbe  it  auo  eailio  indegno, 

Coro'  uom  maggior  di  lui  nou  nacque  maL"  * 

Tliis  may  have  been  written  by  Michael  Angelo 
when  the  term  allowed  for  return  had  elapsed.  For 
his  peculiar  passionateness  bursts  forth  in  these 
verses ;  and  that  he  twice  said  almost  the  same, 
though  ill  other  words,  shows  how  the  one  poem  was 
not  sufficient  completely  to  disburden  his  feeling. 
He  was  constrained  to  repeat  it,  as  Raphael  wrote 
his  three  sonnets ;  because,  when  lie  fancied  he  had 
assuaged  the  storm  by  one,  his  heart  rose  again,  and 
new  verses  were  required  to  describe  the  ardor  with 
which  he  was  fiUed :  — 

"  I  speak  of  Dante,  — him  whose  mighty  nund 
Was  ill-conoeiTed  by  that  ungratefiil  race 
With  whom  the  great  no  recognition  fincl. 
Oh !  were  I  he,  then  the  same  late  were  mine, 
His  exile  and  bis  power  alike  to  share ; 
Happiest  of  all  that  earth  could  me  asMgn."  t 

This  concludes  the  second  sonnet,  which,  in  these 
last  verses,  indicates  the  period  of  its  ori^n  more 
plainly  than  the  first. 

It  was  natural  that  Michael  Angelo  should,  at  &at 
time,  read  Dante,  and  think  of  him.  Not  merely 
on  account  of  politics.  Dante  stands  in  relation  to 
Michael  Angelo's  times,  as  Goethe  or  Shakespeare 
do  to  our  own.  His  works  formed  a  kind  of  second 
Bible,  bolii  in  their  characters  and  language :  Chris- 

*  Fmm  MS ,  in  British  Unaeum.        t  See  Appeadis,  Nate  SV 
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tiaQ  heroes  appearing  in  heathenish  aspect,  and 
heathenish  poets  and  thinkers  lialf  wanned  by  the 
light  of  Christianity,  were  well  known  and  familiar 
to  the  minds  of  that  day.  For  tliree  centuries  it 
lasted,  —  as  long  as  Italian  art  and  cultivation  pre- 
vailed in  Europe.  With  the  end  of  the  sixteenth 
century  it  ceased.  "  If  you  examine  Italian  art," 
said  Cornelius  to  me,  "  its  decline  begins  when 
painters  ceased  to  carry  Dante  in  their  minds." 

Nor  does  this  relate  to  art  alone.  Dante's  mind 
was  the  fruit  of  an  elevated  view  of  all  natural  and 
supernatural  matters,  a  feeling  of  the  even  halance 
of  things  in  the  sight  of  the  highest  Creator  and 
Prime  Mover.  There  is  nothing  which  Dante  does 
not  include  in  his  system.  From  politics,  history, 
morals,  nature,  and  all  the  heavenly  mysteries,  he 
draws  the  oil  with  which  he  feeds  his  light.  He 
gives  those  who  study  him  a  complete  theory  of  life. 
Every  one  finds  in  his  nature  and  in  ] 
whatever  he  needs  to  warm,  to  enlighten,  to  c 
and  to  animate  his  muid. 

Looking  at  the  outward  aspect  of  things,  it  might 
appear  that  Dante  and  Michael  Angelo  had  fostered 
dififerent  political  views,  —  that  Dante  had  gone  into 
exile  as  a  Ghibelline,  and  Michael  Angcio  as  a 
Guelf.  But  the  position  of  things  was  sucli,  that 
the  Guelfs  in  Florence,  in  Michael  Angelo's  time, 
desired  the  same  as  the  Ghibellines  had  done  in  the 
days  of  Dante.  Dante's  characteristic  is  truly,  not 
that  he  pledged  himself  to  the  nobles  and  the  em- 
peror, but,  glorifying  a  past  which  had  never  existed 
as  his  enthusiasm  saw  it,  he  opposed  the  admission 
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of  those  new  elements,  which  would  have  established, 
on  the  mere  groimd  of  superiority,  a  new  power, 
which  they  caUed  liberty,  in  the  place  of  that  which 
he  regarded  as  the  old  order  of  things  founded  by 
Grod,  and  whicli  he  called  liberty.  Equally  so, 
Michael  Angelo  stood  between  the  past  and  the  fu- 
ture. Like  Dante,  he  too  was  a  partisan,  animated 
by  idea  alone ;  fighting  for  the  old  liberty,  which 
he  deemed  the  only  legitimate  one.  For  centuries 
had  sanctioned,  in  this  old  liberty,  what  was  regard- 
ed by  Dante,  in  its  origin,  as  a  new,  unauthorized 
power.  And,  as  Dante  deceived  himself  by  consid- 
ering the  continuance  of  the  old  empire  possible 
through  an  ideal  renovation,  so  Michael  Angelo 
erred  in  his  dream  of  the  revival  of  Florentine 
liberty.  For  the  observation  must  have  forced  itself 
upon  ajiy  one  who  hated  tyranny  and  the  satisfjdng 
of  common  personal  love  of  power,  as  Michael  An- 
gelo hated  them,  that  the  attempts  of  the  Medici  to 
form,  out  of  a  free  city,  a  capital  subject  to  them 
selves,  were  obviated  by  the  desire  of  her  inhabi 
tante,  as  well  as  of  those  of  other  Tuscan  cities, —  a 
desire  almost  stronger  than  the  obstinate  craftiness 
of  tbe  Medici,  and  without  which  the  subjection  of 
Florence  would  have  been  impossible. 

For  their  best  abettors  consisted  of  Florentines. 
This  was  felt  in  Florence.  Still  it  seemed  too  dis- 
honorable to  those  who  fought  (gainst  the  Medici 
to  believe  in  this,  or  to  give  way  on  account  of  it. 
And  this  rendered  tliese  final  contests  so  desperate, 
that  the  feeling  of  being  obliged  to  succumb  secretly 
accompanied  the  immense  efforts  with  which  thej 
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endeavored  not  only  to  save,  but  to  stupefy  them- 
selves. 

For  such  was  the  condition  of  things.  All  these 
heads  of  &milies  hostile  to  the  Medici,  who,  united 
by  commou  distress,  opposed  the  one  superior  house, 
worked  involuntarily  against  each  other  in  secret 
or  open  enmity,  however  closely  they  appeared 
united.  All  wished  to  rule.  The  upper  societies 
wished  to  oppress  the  lower.  All  the  members  of 
the  cousiglio  gi'ande  wished  to  oppress  those  who 
were  entitled  to  take  part  in  the  State.  Lastly,  all 
Florentines  united  wished  to  oppress  the  inhabitants 
of  the  other  cities  of  Tuscany,  the  citizens  of  Pisa, 
Lucca,  Arezzo,  Volterra,  Livorno,  Prato,  and  Fistoia, 
whom  they  styled  inferiors  (^sudditi).  Fifty  wished 
to  rule  over  twenty-five  hundred,  twenfy-five  hun- 
dred over  a  hundred  thousand ;  and  these  himdred 
thousand  wished  to  act  the  tyrant  over  all  the  other 
inhabitants  in  the  territory  of  the  Republic.  If  they 
had  desired  liberty,  the  first  thing  necessary  would 
have  been  to  have  a  more  just  idea  of  its  meanijig. 
But  there  was  no  mention  of  this.  Far  rather,  that 
which  most  stirred  up  the  citizens  of  Florence  was, 
that  the  Medici,  without  paying  regard  to  birth  or 
wealth,  had  brought  into  the  city,  and  employed  in 
the  government,  talented  Tuscans  from  all  parts,  if 
they  only  seemed  available  ;  so  that  the  lower  classes 
found  through  the  Medici  a  path  to  offices,  dignities, 
wealth,  and  influence.  Without  the  city,  whoever 
was  not  a  Florentine  was  to  be  oppressed;  within 
the  city,  whoever  had  not  a  seat  in  the  consiglio; 
within  the  consiglio,  whoever  was  not  belonging  to 
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the  oldest  uobility.  Michael  Angelo  hin^elf  is  said 
to  have  bad  enemies,  only  because  he  belouged  to 
flie  Nine,  and  bis  family  was  not  among  the  nobles 
of  the  city. 

He  contosted  for  the  maintenance  of  this  state  of 
tilings,  just  as  Dante  had  once  stru^lcd  for  the 
rule  of  the  incapable  Ghibelline  nobles.  Both  of 
them,  however,  had  not  the  men  in  view,  but  the 
idea.  Dante  regarded  the  Ghielfic  liberty,  Michael 
Angelo  the  MedicEean,  as  an  unauthorized,  peace- 
destroying  element.  To  the  greater  mass  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Florence  and  Tuscany  at  that  time, 
that,  however,  was  liberty  which  was  brought  by 
the  Medici.  The  country  would  ratlier  have  allowed 
itself  to  be  ruled  by  one  single,  free,  generous,  easily 
accessible  family,  than  by  a  body  of  arrogant,  cold, 
ambitious  citizens.  This  had  driven  Benvenuto 
Cellini,  whose  poor  family  had  no  seat  m  the  con- 
siglio  to  lose,  to  the  pope  at  Rome,  instead  of 
defending  his  native  city ;  and  had  made  Vasari 
of  Arezzo  a  servant  of  the  Medici :  and  similar 
motives  had  influenced  a  number  of  Tuscans  and 
Florentines,  to  whom  the  old  liberty  presented  no 
meauB  of  rising.  Thus  considered,  the  Medici  ap- 
peared less  as  a  bouse  coming  forward  with  unjust 
desires  for  authority ;  as  a  power  growing  up  on  a 
natural  soil,  which,  in  the  course  of  things,  was  at 
last  compelled  to  seize  upon  the  monarchy. 

But  still,  even  thus  considered,  what  happened  in 
Florence  between  1527  and  1530  appeared  of  little 
account.  The  last  contest  of  the  citizens  E^ainsl 
tyranny  possesses  a  higher  importance. 
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As  early  as  the  be^nning  of  the  sixteenth  century, 
when  Julius  n.  stood  between  France,  Spain,  and 
the  emperor,  the  policy  at  work  among  these  powers 
began  to  be  a  rule  of  conduct  for  other  States,  and 
to  constrain  them  to  foUow  it.  At  that  time,  how- 
ever, Europe  was  split  into  so  many  parts,  that  the 
will  of  following  whom  he  chose  was  not  wholly 
taken  from  individual  members.  Since  the  appear- 
ance of  Charles  V.,  an  end  had  been  put  to  this. 
The  union  of  the  immense  masses  of  land  under 
one  hand  acted  authoritatively  upon  the  policy  of 
the  portions  not  ruled  by  him;  and  the  alliauce 
of  all  of  them,  after  the  battle  of  Pavia,  for  mutual 
co-operation  against  the  preponderating  power  of  the 
emperor,  appears  as  natural  as  the  gathering  together 
of  a  flock  of  low  beasts  of  prey  against  the  single 
lion  that  threatens  to  kill  tliem.  The  power  of  the 
Hohenstauffens  had  once  been  broken,  while  all 
drew  back ;  and  they,  forsaken  by  princes  and  cities, 
had  sunk  down  into  sovereigns  of  Naples,  whom  an 
unsuccessful  war  had  ruined.  Now  an  emperor  had 
arisen,  into  whose  power  so  much  had  fallen  as 
private  possession,  that  he  was  able,  with  new  re- 
sources, to  assert  the  old  ideal  claim  of  being  lord 
of  the  whole.  Ajid,  by  so  doing,  there  was  an  end 
to  the  part  the  pope  was  playing,  who  desired  not 
only  to  be  the  first  spiritual  power  in  Europe,  but 
at  the  same  time  to  be  a  temporal  prince  in  Italy. 
If  Clement  Vii.  had  been  the  ]iereditary  possessor 
of  the  States  of  the  Church,  he  might  perhaps  have 
been  able  to  imite  France,  England,  North  Germany, 
and  Venice  against  the  emperor ;  but,  dependent  on 
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his  revenues,  which  flowed  to  him  most  richly  &om 
the  lauds  which  were  subject  to  Hapsburg,  no  choice 
renudued  for  him:  he  was  compelled  to  take  the 
side  of  the  emperor.  Again  and  again,  urged  by 
the  longing  to  preserve  his  freedom,  be  endeavored 
to  approach  EVance  by  secret  paths:  each  time, 
however,  a  mighty  blow  pointed  out  the  right  way. 
Now  at  length  he  yielded.  Rome's  independence 
was  given  up.  He  would  at  least  save  Florence  for 
his  fiumly.  And  thus  the  subjugation  of  this  city 
by  the  army  of  the  emperor  is  marked  at  the  same 
tune  by  the  subjugation  of  Rome,  and  the  complete 
advent  of  the  new  powers  m  Europe. 

For,  as  the  emperor  endeavored  to  fashion  all 
within  his  lands  to  forward  his  higher  objects,  he 
did  so  now  also  with  the  princes  who  had  opposed 
him.  Like  him,  they  must  seek  to  concentrate  their 
power.  There  must  be  an  end  to  the  opposition  of 
the  nobles,  who  would  only  acknowledge  their  sov 
ereiguB  as  the  first  among  those  possessing  equal 
rights,  and  an  end  to  the  independence  of  the  cities 
who  claimed  as  a  right  to  open  their  gates  to  him, 
or  to  shut  them  at  will.  Princes  required  subjects, 
over  whose  highest  right  the  right  of  the  emperor 
or  king  swayed  with  unapproachable  superiority. 
It  was  no  longer  good-will,  but  obedience,  which 
fliey  required.  And  thus  in  the  stream  of  time 
there  floated  no  point  of  deliverance,  no  blade  of 
straw  to  which  the  declining  liberty  of  Florence 
could  have  clung.  The  old  rights,  in  defence  of 
which  the  citizens  hoped  to  rise  anew,  were  like 
etones  fastened  to  their  necks.    Witli  the  same  in 
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exorable  consistency,  tlie  old  state  of  things  was  at 
that  tune  broken  up,  and  the  new  gained  the  aBcend- 
ency;  as,  in  our  own  days,  this  new,  which  was 
fashioned  at  that  time,  dies  away  of  itself  as  old 
and  uJifruitful,  and  again  a  new  must  step  into  ita 
place,  which  times  to  come  will  destroy  as  obsolete. 

Never,  however,  have  men  a  thoroiigldy  clear 
sense  of  their  position.  They  see  only  the  separate 
parts.  Neither  tliey  who  sink  know  wliat  timista 
them  deeper  and  deeper,  nor  those  who  rise  know 
quite  the  secret  help  which  allows  them  to  conquer 
irom  step  to  step.  For  the  future  is  not  unveiled, 
and  every  day  seems  to  contain  a  possibility.  A 
vague  presentiment  alone  shows  at  times  the  inevi- 
table fate  awaiting  us. 

For  this  reason  it  would  be  too  much  to  suppose, 
that  Michael  Augelo  had  perceived  why  the  cause 
of  the  city  was  a  lost  one.  But  that  a  gentle  voice 
told  him  that  the  contest  was  in  vain,  and  that  the 
feeling  thrilled  through  him  many  a  time,  that  bis  ef- 
forts were  fruitless,  may  be  conjectured  from  his 
character  and  his  inclination  to  see  things  gloomily. 
He  and  the  beat  round  him  never  doubted  what 
must  happen,  as  in  Homer's  Hiad  the  Trojans  from 
the  first  seemed  to  bear  in  them  the  certainty  of 
their  defeat.  It  is  just  that,  however,  which  makes 
them  greater  in  our  sight.  Like  the  characters  of 
some  vague  Florentine  epic,  winch  no  poet  would  be 
called  upon  to  conceive  in  words,  they  awaken  in  us 
a  higher  feeling  than  the  daily  pity  we  experience 
when  a  good  soldier  falls  at  length  by  a  ball  or  a 
blow.     They  excite  tiie  sympathy  in  our  hearts,  that 


y  Google 


STATE  OP   FEEUNG  IN   PLORENCB.  87 

ve  feel  when  we  see  the  hero  of  a  tragedy  perish. 
It  is  as  if  Florence  assumed  the  nature  of  a  noble, 
unique  form,  —  a  woman  with  helmet  and  shield 
and  lance,  just  like  imitcd  GJermany  in  the  single 
figure  of  GJermania ;  and  as  if  she  stood  there,  and 
defended  the  place  to  which  her  life  was  chained. 
And  thus  it  is  no  empty  image,  when  we  say  that 
the  heroic  city,  at  length  struck  to  the  ground,  only 
desisted  from  the  contest  when  she  had  no  more 
blood  in  her  veins  to  shed. 

Florence  stands  so  far  behind  Oartti£^  or  Jeru- 
salem, that  she  can  scarcely  be  named  at  all  by  the 
side  of  these.  Compared  with  the  powers  that  were 
at  war  there,  and  drove  the  blockaded  to  desperation, 
the  efforts  of  the  Florentines  were  of  small  extent. 
Wars  of  annihilation  were  fought  against  those  cities ; 
here  only  an  insurrection  was  crushed.  But  the 
comparison  does  not  diminish  the  greatness  of  that 
which  occiirred  in  Florence.  The  feeUng  was  the 
same.  Men  were  capable  of  the  same  i 
courage.  Life  and  property  were,  as  then, 
as  nothing.  They  felt  that  without  freedom  all  was 
lost;  and  at  that  very  period  which  followed  the 
discouragement,  under  the  influence  of  which  Mi- 
chael Angelo  had  fled,  the  grand  feeling  burst  forth 
purely  for  the  first  time,  and  courage  changed  to 
enthusiasm. 

The  letters  of  Michael  Angelo's  friends  must  have 
shown  him  how  the  city,  now  purified  of  those  imder 
whose  influence  divided  opinion  and  want  of  confi- 
dence had  arisen,  had  regained  a  trustful  unity  and 
courage.     They  wanted  Michael  Angelo.     His  posi- 
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tion  was  not  to  be  supplied  by  others.  They  conjured 
him  to  return ;  and,  if  the  messages  to  this  effect  were 
not  able  to  induce  him,  the  dispatches  of  the  Vene- 
tian ambassador,  which  the  latter  forwarded  the  day 
after  his  flight,  and  the  purport  of  which  could  not 
have  been  concealed  from  Micliael  Aiigelo,  owing  to 
his  high  connections  in  Venice,  must  have  increased 
his  home-longing  into  an  urgent  yearning  to  hasten 
back  to  Florence. 

Rather  would  they  give  the  city  with  their  own 
hands  to  the  flames,  and  surrender  themselves  to 
death,  was  tlie  reply  of  the  Signiory  to  the  pope, 
when  he  had  demanded,  as  the  basis  of  negotiations, 
that  they  should  allow  his  ambassador  to  remodel 
affairs  at  his  own  discretion.  However  sure  Clement 
might  be  of  his  cause,  and  thus  demand  the  impossi- 
ble with  imperious  pertinacity,  in  Florence  also  they 
knew  at  length  what  they  desired :  they  would  de- 
fend themselves  to  the  last  drop  of  blood,  and  at  the 
end  transform  the  city  into  a  heap  of  ruins.  The 
smoking  stones  aJone  should  be  the  victor's  booty. 
K  Michael  Angelo  had  been  capable  of  the  feeling 
which  commonly  is  called  fear,  as  a  milder  expression 
for  cowardice,  he  would  not  have  resolved  to  return 
now  to  Florence,  instead  of  going  to  France. 

Far  away,  unbiassed  by  the  enthusiasm  which  was 
rising  at  home,  he  was  able  to  review  tiie  future 
more  coolly.  They  may  have  talked  to  him  in  Venice 
ever  so  consolingly  of  help,  or  of  a  revolution  of 
affeirs ;  he  must  have  perceived  what  was  po^ible 
and  impossible,  and  what  was  probable.  One  thing 
was  certain,  —  that,  if  the  proud  Venetian  Republic 
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entered  into  a  peaceful  agreement  with  the  emperor, 
on  the  conditions  held  out  to  her  at  Cambraj,  she 
herself  lost  enough  in  possession  and  importance 
not  to  he  compelled  to  strike,  if  she  were  able  to 
afford  assistance,  far  rather  in  her  own  behalf  than 
in  defence  of  Florence.  Venice  no  longer  felt  the 
power  within  her  to  pursue  the  bold  policy  which 
the  Jlorentines  desired  of  her.  Had  she  helped,  it 
would  have  been,  not  out  of  love  for  them,  but  out 
of  hatred  of  the  Spaniards.  The  moment  was  long- 
ingly expected  when  they  could  avenge  themselves. 
If  Florence  held  her  groimd ;  if  the  position  of  the 
Imperialists  in  Tuscany  thus  became  critical;  if 
the  pope's  money  failed ;  if  the  Turks  were  victorious 
in  Hungary ;  if  only  a  glimmer  of  success  appeared, 
—  then  Prance,  Perrara,  and  Venice  remained  the 
old  allies.  But  the  contrary  to  all  this  was  far  more 
probable ;  and  in  Venice  this  was  most  dispassion- 
ately perceived,  because  her  ambassadors  were  most 
skilful  in  observation.  They  knew  how  desp'erately 
the  pope  united  his  interests  with  those  of  the  empe- 
ror ;  and  equally  so  how  the  latter,  even  if  he  himself 
wished  otherwise,  was  bound  to  dehver  Florence  into 
tlje  hands  of  the  Medici. 

Amid  such  thoughts  Michael,  Angelo  received  tho 
letter  of  the  Florentine  ambassador  at  Perrara,  in 
which  he  begged  him  to  meet  him  there,  on  account 
of  an  important  matter.  The  Ten  who  consulted 
upon  war  and  peace  bad  chosen  this  way  to  induce 
Michael  Angelo  to  return,  without  being  obliged  to 
take  steps  in  it  personally,  as  such  authorities  could 
not  negotiate  with  an  exile.    The  ambassador,  Gale 
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otto  Giugni,  an  older,  experienced  man;  similar  io 
chaxacler  to  Michael  Angelo ;  a  furious  Guelf ;  pas- 
sionate ;  belonging  to  the  old  nobility,  and  beloved 
by  the  people ;  unselfish,  and,  when  he  spoke,  fiery 
in  his  language ;  and  endowed  with  the  talent  of 
infusing  his  whole  nature  into  the  soul  of  him  whom 
he  wished  to  convince,  —  this  man  knew  so  well 
how  to  treat  Michael  Angelo,  that  he  not  only  in- 
duced him  to  return  home,  but  he  carried  his  point 
so  far  £is  to  make  him  take  the  first  step.  On  the 
13th  October,  Giugni  was  able  to  inform  the  Gov- 
ernment that  he  had  been  requested  by  Michael 
Angelo  to  make  intercession  for  him.  If  they  would 
pardon  him,  and  promise  him  security,  be  was  ready 
to  receive  the  orders  of  the  Signiory  in  Florence. 
On  the  20th,  the  repeal  arrived :  he  was  to  come, 
and  i^ain  to  occupy  his  post. 

Michael  Angelo  had  returned  to  .Venice ;  and  the 
letter  in  which  free  return  was  promised  liira  reached 
him  there.  One  of  his  own  workmen  in  marble  had 
been  selected  as  the  messenger.  How  much  they 
reckoned  on  his  return,  and  had  striven  to  bring  it 
about,  is  seen  from  the  fact,  that  when,  on  the  6th 
October,  tlie  fugitives  who  had  not  appeared  at  the 
first  summons  were  once  more  formally  declared  to 
be  rebels,  and  the  confiscation  of  their  goods  pro- 
claimed, Michael  Angelo,  although  be  remained 
away,  was  not  named  among  them,  nor  is  bis  name 
found  on  the  list  sent  by  the  Venetian  ambassador 
on  the  15th.  The  punishment  imposed  on  him  was 
exclusion  from  the  consiglio  for  three  years,  under 
condition  that  every  year  he  should  himself  petition 
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the  con^Uo  for  the  repeal  of  this  measurej  admis- 
sion being  ^ain  awarded  him  by  two-thirds  of  the 
votes.  The  wording  of  this  sentence  may  have  at 
tested  the  possibiUty  of  at  once  making  a  motion  for 
his  re-admission ;  and  it  appears,  therefore,  a  mere 
formal  punishment  which  was  awarded,  because 
complete  exemption  would  have  been  an  insult  to 
the  law. 

The  pass  issued  at  Ferrara  on  the  10th  November, 
with  the  duke's  signature,  is  still  extant,  and  shows 
the  route  to  have  been  by  Modana,  and  througli 
Carfagnana.*  It  was  available  for  fifteen  days.  On 
his  first  passage  through  Ferrara,  Michael  Angelo 
had  again  met  the  duke.  Alfonso  had  a  hst  of  the 
strangers  who  had  arrived  presented  to  him  every 
evening ;  and,  when  he  found  Michael  Angelo  among 
them,  he  sent  some  of  his  nobles  to  him  in  the  hotel, 
who  invited  liim  with  the  most  honorable  expressions 
to  repair  to  the  palace.  Michael  Angelo  thanked 
him,  but  went  m  quest  of  the  duke,  who  offered  him 
money ;  upon  which  he  replied,  that  he  was  himself 
richly  provided  for,  and  was  at  his  excellency's 
service  with  this  sum.  I  know  not  whether  it  is 
allowable  to  see  in  this  expression,  after  Michael 
Angelo's  fashion,  who  often  deUghted  in  v^ue  iron- 
ical utterance  of  his  thoughts,  an  allusion  to  the 
scarcely  honorable  behavior  of  the  duke,  who,  when 
his  son  laid  down  the  command  of  the  Florentine 
troops,  refnsed  to  give  back  the  money  he  had 
received  beforehand,  and  therefore,  strictly  speaking, 
had  deceived  the  Republic. 

•  See  Appendii,  Note  X7T 


y  Google 


92  LIFE  OF  mCHAEL  AKOELO. 

That  Michael  Augelo  adhered  to  the  route  laid 
down  in  the  pass  is  evidenced  by  his  meeting,  in 
Modena,  with  the  sculptor  Begarelli,  whose  works 
he  saw  and  praised  highly.  Begarelli  did  not  un- 
derstand how  to  handle  marble ;  but  he  made  clay 
statues,  which  he  baked,  and  to  which,  by  coloring, 
he  gave  an  almost  marble-like  appearance.  Michael 
Augelo  is  said  to  have  exclaimed,  "Alas  for  the 
statues  of  the  aitcients,  if  this  clay  were  changed 
into  marble  !  "  I  have  never  seen  BegareUi's  works 
in  Modena;  those  that  are  left  of  them  are  highly 
prized,  though  such  praise  from  such  lips  appears  to 
me  Bcarcely  credible,* 

Between  the  15th  and  20th  November,  Michael 
Angelo  must  have  arrived  once  more  in  his  native 
city. 


m. 

On  the  5th  November,  1530,  Charles  V.  arrived  at 
Bologna,  whither  the  pope,  for  the  sake  of  etiquette, 
had  repaired  some  days  before.  As  a  happy  wel- 
come to  both,  came  the  tidings  of  the  retreat  of  the 
Turks  from  Vienna.  This  alone  had  still  clogged 
them.  They  could  now  employ  all  their  powers  for 
the  undertaking  against  Florence.  On  the  15th,  the 
army  of  tlie  Prince  of  Orange  arrived  before  the  cify, 
simultaneously  with  the  return  of  Michael  Angelo. 
On  the  same  day,  the  tidings  of  the  taking  of  Vienna 
by  Soliman  had  been  spread  abroad.  This  was  in- 
deed a  deception,  as  were,  from  henceforth,  almost 

•  See  Appeodix,  Nate  XVU. 
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all  the  promises  of  help  from  abroad.  But  no  one 
thought  any  more  of  surremier ;  and,  well  provided 
with  soldiers,  supplies,  and  money,  they  awaited  the 
attack. 

During  Michael  Angelo's  absence,  flie  work  had 
been  carried  on  at  the  height  of  San  Miniato. 
The  citizens  had  divided  themselves  into  battalions, 
and  had  worked.  The  richest  people,  splendidly 
equipped,  had  taken  part :  distinctions  of  class  were 
forgotten.*  Of  the  exUea  of  former  years,  six  hun- 
dred men  capable  of  bearing  arms  had  returned. 
Whatever  yet  remained  imdestroyed  la  the  suburbs, 
now  entirely  perished.  Country  houses  and  palaces 
in  the  neighborhood  were  set  fire  to  by  the  enemy's 
soldiers,  and  equally  often  by  their  own  proprietors. 
They  emulated  each  other  in  sacrificing  their  pos- 
sessions for  their  country,  —  an  emulation  wliich 
excited  tlie  admiration  of  Italy,  who  again,  as  in  the 
times  of  Savonarola,  watched  the  soUtary  stru^les 
of  the  beautiful  city  with  that  anxious  feeling  of 
sorrowful  curiosity  with  which  we  see  a  palace  in 
flames,  and  its  walls  holding  their  ground  in  the 
midst  of  the  conflagration. 

The  first  attack,  as  had  been  foreseen,  was  directed 
^^st  San  Miniato.  Michael  Angelo's  fortifica- 
tions, however,  left  no  doubt  as  to  the  capabihty  of 
the  place  for  affording  resistance.  But  the  foes 
were  not  merely  outside  the  walls.  A  Franciscan 
was  seized,  as  he  was  on  the  point  of  spiking  tlie 
guns  on  San  Miniato.  He  was  at  the  same  time 
accused  of  endeavoring  to  smuggle  hostile  soldiers 

•  flee  Appendix,  HoU  XVUL 
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into  the  city  in  the  garb  of  monks.  Little  ceremony 
was  made  with  him.  Shortly  before,  a  man  had  lost 
Ms  head  in  Florence  for  havijig  expressed  himself 
contemptuously  of  the  Government ;  just  at  the 
time  of  Michael  Angelo's  rettirn,  the  Franciscan 
followed  him.  A  grandson  of  the  famous  old  Mar- 
silio  Picino,  himself  a  scholar,  had  said  that  the 
Medici,  who  had  ruled  so  long,  and  had  beautified 
the  city  with  so  many  buildings,  seemed  to  him  more 
entitled  to  govern  than  any  one  else ;  the  assertion 
cost  him  his  life.  And  otliers  also  shared  a  similar 
fate,  against  whom  notliing  farther  was  to  be  proved 
than  that  they  had  cursed  or  offended  the  moral 
laws  of  the  Piagnoni. 

On  the  day  when  all  was  in  order  on  San  Miniato, 
and  troops  as  well  as  guns  were  in  their  places, 
Malatesta  appeared  on  the  bastions  with  the  morning 
light.  Surrounded  with  drummers,  pipers,  and  otlier 
musicians,  he  greeted  the  foe  on  the  opposite  heights 
with  an  immense  flourish.  Then,  as  nothing  was 
stirring  abroad  in  the  camp,  he  sent  out  a  trump- 
eter, and  challenged  to  the  contest.  And,  when  tliis 
also  was  ineffectual,  all  the  cannons  on  the  hill 
thimdered  forth  at  once ;  the  drums  and  trumpets 
joined ;  and,  when  a  mighty  echo  answered  on  all 
Bides,  the  whole  of  Florence,  says  Varchi,  trembled 
with  joy  and  anxiety. 

The  besieging  army  had  obtained  its  artillery  from 
Sisna.  It  was  difficult  to  get  it  from  the  city,  and 
then  to  convey  it  across  the  mountains  before  Flor- 
ence.   Four  cannons,  a  culverin,*  and  three  smaller 

•  A  long  slBUder  pieca  of  ordnance  or  artillery  used  in  those  daya.  ■ 
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[aeceB,  bad  arrived.  The  cannons  were  old  booty, 
taken  from  the  Florentines.  The  pope  furnished 
three  pieces  of  ordnance  from  the  Castle  of  St. 
Angelo ;  and  Lucca,  which,  like  Siena,  was  inclined 
to  the  Imperialists,  did  its  part.  Early  on  the  29th 
October,  the  bombardment  began. 

San  Miniato  is  closel/  contiguous  to  the  southern 
part  of  Moreuce,  and  commands  the  surrounding 
heights ;  but  it  could  be  just  as  easily  swept  hy  them, 
as  it  was  within  reach  of  their  cannons.  The  battle 
at  that  time  waged  there  would,  in  the  present  day, 
be  child's  play.  The  Imperialists  fired  fVom  their 
position  over  San  Miniato  into  the  heart  of  the  city, 
and  beyond.  At  that  day,  provided  with  badly  cast 
pieces,  of  little  range  and  uncertain  aim,  the  attack 
was  less  strong.  For  two  days,  Orange  fired  upon 
San  Miniato.  One  hundred  and  fifty  shots  wero 
fired  in  all.  On  the  second  day,  two  cannons  burst. 
He  had  never  once  stopped  the  fire  from  the  height 
of  the  church-tower,  from  whence  a  daring  gunner, 
with  two  small  cannons,  had  invited  the  bombard- 
ment by  the  injury  he  had  inflicted  on  the  camp. 
Michael  Angelo  had  had  woolsacks  suspended  from 
the  projecting  parapet  of  the  tower,  which,  floating 
freely,  and  hurled  here  and  there  by  the  balls,  with- 
out touching  tho  walls,  kept  the  tower  uninjured. 
In  front  of  the  facade,  an  earthwork  was  thrown  up 
at  his  order,  in  which  the  shot  was  received.  This 
church,  one  of  the  oldest  in  the  city,  a  charming 
masterpiece  of  pre-Gothic  arcliitecture  of  the  best 
HohenstaufFen  period,  in  the  style  of  which  we  see 
the  transition  from  the  ancient  to  the  modern,  was 
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a  favorite  of  Michael  ADgelo's.  He  called  it  his 
bride,  and  successfully  carried  it  tlirough  these  evil 
days.  And  unattacked  since  then,  and  well  pre- 
served, it  still  stands  at  the  present  day  as  one 
of  the  most  glorious  works  in  that  most  glorious 
region. 

The  successful  beginning  of  the  defence  seemed 
to  promise  well  for  the  position  of  the  city.  Damp, 
and  want  of  provisions,  as  well  as  that  of  forage, 
tormented  the  army  without ;  their  artillery  and 
horse  stuck  fast  in  the  ground,  which  was  rendered 
soft  by  violent  rain ;  wliUe  the  empty  walla  of  the 
burnt-down  country  houses  afforded  no  shelter.  On 
the  same  day  as  tliat  on  which  Orange's  cannons 
burst,  the  Florentine  horse  broke  from  the  walls, 
cut  off  the  road  to  Arezzo  from  the  Imperialists, 
and  took  away  a  lai^e  mass  of  supplies.  Hope  on 
the  steadfastness  of  Venice  and  Perrara  rose  anew. 
They  saw  the  most  glorious  victory  before  them. 
Successful  sorties,  and  the  discontinuance  of  the 
bombardment,  made  the  hope  become  almost  a  cer- 
tainty ;  and  a  confidence  arose  among  the  citizens, 
which  increased  to  an  impatient  desire  for  contest. 
In  the  churches,  the  brethren  of  San  Marco  strength- 
ened the  old  belief  in  the  invincibility  of  the  city, 
AU  contradiction  of  this  doctrhie  was  silenced  as  a 
crime  gainst  the  State  ;  energetic  men  of  different 
parties  were  regardlessly  brought  uito  offices  which 
seemed  to  require  such  occupants ;  and  the  sway  of 
one  party  gave  way  to  a  vehement  longing  for  action 
in  ail  minds.  Wlien  Jacopo  Salviati,  one  of  the 
recalled  fugitives,  did  not  appear,  and  was  declared 
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guOty  of  high  treason,  a  body  of  Morentmes  marched 
out,  aad  set  fire  to  his  summer  palace,  some  nules 
from  the  city,  and  which  had  been  spared  hitherto 
as  belonging  to  a  relative  of  the  Medici.  It  was  a 
magnificent  building.  And,  having  once  begun  the 
work  of  conflagration,  they  prepared  a  similar  fete 
for  the  villa  of  the  Medici  in  Carreggi.  Had  the  (Jov- 
amment  not  interfered,  all  the  possessions  of  the 
Medici  would  have  shared  alike.  The  proposal  is 
said  to  have  originated  with  Michael  Angelo,  of  lev- 
elling with  the  ground  the  principal  palace  of  the 
family  in  the  city,  and  of  making  in  its  stead  a  pub- 
lic square,  which  should  receive  the  name  of  the 
"  mule  square,"  because  the  Medici  at  that  time 
were  all  of  ille^timate  descent.  This  was  subse- 
quently brought  against  him  as  a  capital  crime ;  yot 
his  friends  assert  that  he  never  thought  of  such  a 
thing.  If  the  idea  were  not  incredible  on  account 
of  the  destruction  of  the  noble  building,  we  might 
be  inclined  to  impute  it  to  him.  But  this  also 
speaks  against  it,  —  that  he  had  received  so  much 
kindness  in  the  house,  and  had  begun  Ms  career 
there. 

But  mercy  was  not  known  in  those  days.  The 
prisoners  on  both  sides  were  put  to  death.  Voices 
had  grown  loud  in  asserting  that  they  must  avenge 
the  injustice  suffered  from  the  Medici  on  the  young 
Caterina,  who  had  been  detained  in  the  convent 
as  a  hostage;  and  her  fate  —  she  was  scarcely  ten 
years  old — sounds  scarcely  less  barbarous  than  the 
atrocities  practised  in  Komo  by  the  Spaniards  in 
1527. 
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During  these  preliminaries,  the  pope  and  emperor 
were  at  Bologna.  Besides  the  Spaniards  he  had 
brought  from  Spain,  Charles  had  with  him  the  troops 
which  had  been  victorious  before  Milan.  His  inten- 
tion was  to  have  himself  crowned,  and  then  set  forth 
to  Germany  with  the  whole  army,  in  order  to  estab- 
lisli  his  authority  tliere,  where  tlie  north  of  the 
country,  according  to  the  treaty  of  Cambray,  could 
no  longer  be  supported  by  France. 

The  pope  also  would  have  been  obliged  to  sanc- 
tion this,  as  the  Lutherans  would  have  been  at  last 
subdued;  but  Florence  took  precedence  with  him. 
Charles,  on  the  contrary,  had  it  not  been  of  such 
importance  to  him  to  appear  in  Germany  as  a 
crowned  emperor,  would  have  withdrawn  his  army 
from  the  city,  and  at  once  have  started  for  the  north 
with  all  his  forces.  But  he  was  thus  compelled  to 
stop.  The  pope  effected  that  Milan  should  be  given 
back  to  Sforza,  and  that  the  Venetians  should  restore 
to  the  latter  the  part  of  Lombardy  conquered  by 
them,  while  Ravenna  should  fall  to  himself.  The 
emperor,  on  the  contrary,  desired  that  Modena 
should  be  left,  for  a  time,  to  the  Duke  of  Ferrara, 
who  had  succeeded  in  establishing  the  most  cordial 
relations  with  him,  in  spite  of  his  intimate  connec- 
tion with  France,  He  promised  anew  what  Clement, 
hitherto,  could  not  have  hindered,  —  to  enter  into 
no  negotiations  with  Florence  for  himself  alone.  It 
became  politically  settled  at  that  time,  that  Florence, 
in  her  present  state  of  defence,  was  no  longer  Flor- 
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ence,  but  only  the  city  withheld  by  a  seditious 
minority  from  her  lawful  inhabitants.  The  lawful 
possessors  were  the  citizens  to  be  found  as  liigitiyes, 
partly  in  Rome,  partly  in  other  cities,  partly  in  the 
camp  of  the  Imperialists  before  Florence ;  and  these 
were  to  be  a^ain  re-instated  in  their  possessions. 
This  Tiew  was  subsequently  adopted,  even  by  the 
King  of  France ;  a  perfidy  which  appears  just  as  piti- 
able as  the  treachery  he  practised  at  Cambray.  For 
the  pope  thus  really  considered  the  matter.  To  the 
emperor  aE  opinions  stood  open ;  he  had  pledged 
himself  to  nothing:  but,  with  Francis  I.,  it  was  a 
cloaking  of  his  weakness,  which  he  made  appear  still 
more  pitiable  by  such  a  denial  of  his  irienda. 

It  lay  in  the  interest  of  the  emperor,  now  that  the 
attack  of  the  city  had  been  once  undertaken,  to  iise 
every  effort  to  carry  it  through.  The  Genoese  were 
forbidden  to  carry  on  commerce  with  Florence. 
Thus  the  greatest  part  of  their  supplies  was  cut  off. 
The  Duke  of  Ferrara  was  compelled  to  recall  the 
Ferrarese  who  had  enlisted  in  the  Florentine  army. 
He  was  obliged  to  assist  Orange,  who  complained 
in  Bologna  of  insufficient  means.  He  gave  him  can- 
nons, which  he  had  obtained  from  Bourbon  in  1527, 
when  they  hindered  the  latter  in  his  march.  With 
eight  thousand  new  troops,  besides  twenty-five  can- 
nons of  the  heaviest  calibre,  which  were  conveyed 
with  immense  labor  across  the  Apennines  in  the 
middle  of  winter,  Orange  arrived  in  the  camp  from 
Bologna.  The  cardinals  themselves  were  obliged 
to  give  their  mules  as  beasts  of  burden.  As  soon  as 
he  arrived,  the  bombardment  was  carried  on.    On 
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the  19th  and  21st  NoYember,  the  Imperialists  fired 
upon  San  Miuiato  from  morning  till  niglit.  Their 
balls  were  fruitless.  On  the  1st  December,  however, 
they  succeeded  in  setting  fire  to  the  tower. 

It  burned  the  whole  night  through :  the  wood- 
work in  it  was  consumed,  and  the  woolsacks  took 
fire.  The  dami^,  however,  was  repaired  immedi- 
ately, and  the  fire  again  reduced.  But,  on  the  6th 
December,  an  important  loss  occurred.  La  Lastra 
was  stormed  on  the  road  to  Pisa,  and  two  hundred 
Florentine  citizens  lost  their  lives.  On  the  lltli,  a 
sortie  took  place.  Sis  hundred  men  left  the  city  at 
midnight.  In  order  to  recognize  each  other  in  the 
darkness,  they  had  drawn  their  shirts  over  their 
coats  of  mail.  The  camp  was  attacked  opposite  San 
SGuiato ;  and,  while  the  Florentines  did  not  lose  a 
man,  two  hundred  hostile  Italians  were  cut  down. 
The  Imperial  army  was  divided  according  to  nations : 
Spaniards,  Grermans,  and  Italians  were  encamped  in 
separate  intrenchments.  And,  at  the  same  time, 
Femiccio,  the  commander  of  the  city  forces  outside 
the  walls,  whose  duty  it  was  to  keep  the  road  to 
Livorno  open,  defeated  the  enemy  so  successfully 
in  open  fight,  that  he  destroyed  an  entire  division, 
and  carried  off  six  standards. 

The  whole  contest  was  still  nothing  but  a  chain  of 
separate  skirmishes.  In  the  coxmtry  lying  between 
Florence  and  the  sea,  to  the  north  of  the  Amo,  the 
citizens  had  free  scope.  Florence  herself  was  not 
blockaded.  Young  men  were  hunting  there,  B^nd 
ascending  the  heights  of  Fiesole  without  encounter- 
ing the  enemy.     And  even  towards  San  Miniato  and 
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the  Bouthem  city,  in  which  Malatesta  was  gtatioaed, 
and  where  lay  the  quarters'  of  the  foreign  troops, 
thei'e  was  no  systematic  course  of  action.  They 
were  bombarding  one  day,  then  again  they  paused, 
and  at  times  began  again.  The  supplies  in  the 
camp  became  more  and  more  difficult  to  obtain,  and 
money  often  began  to  ebb ;  while  in  Florence  there 
was  plenty  everywhere.  And  so,  while  the  prince's 
army  was  disturbed  by  the  jealousy  of  tliree  nations, 
who  were  more  disposed  for  mutual  internal  contest 
than  for  an  attack  against  Florence,  the  city  appeared 
in  every  respect  superior  to  the  foe ;  and,  the  longer 
the  siege  was  prolonged,  the  more  advantageous 
was  the  form  which  the  position  of  things  assumed. 
France  secretly  gave  the  fairest  promises.  The  king 
only  desired  to  have  liis  sons  restored,  and  he  would 
at  once  appear  in  their  aid.  Ferrara  and  Venice 
made  similar  assurances.  The  emperor,  who  wanted 
his  army  elsewhere,  became  impatient.  The  pope 
saw  the  moment  approaching,  when  no  more  money 
was  to  be  raised  for  Orai^ ;  for  that  he  bore  the 
whole  expense  of  the  war,  was  a  matter  of  course. 

Clement,  resolved  as  he  was  for  extremities,  did 
not  yet  break  entirely  with  the  Florentuie  Grovem- 
ment.  He  still  held  a  finger  stretched  out :  a  secret 
interchange  of  mutual  proposals  never  ceased.  Not 
only  the  worse  it  went  with  the  siege,  the  more  freely 
the  constitution  and  such  things  were  talked  of,  but 
he  even  offered  to  enlarge  the  territory  of  the  Eepub- 
lic,  if  they  would  come  to  an  agreement  with  him. 
Cervia  and  Eavenna  were  to  be  joined  to  it;  a 
masterly  move  for  separating  Venice  and  Florence, 
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and  to  which,  as  soon  as  it  was  rumored  abroad,  the 
Venetian  ambassador  did  not  fail  to  draw  the  atten- 
tion of  his  Grovernment.  Yet  this  was  carried  on  in 
profound  secrecy.  The  public  opinion  was  in  favor 
of  a  struggle  of  life  and  death ;  and  the  new  gonfalo- 
nier, who  had  entered  on  office  January  1, 1530,  was 
a  man  to  adhere  to  these  extreme  measures.  This 
was  Kafe«l  Girolami,  who  had  sprung  from  one  of 
Hie  oldest  families,  formerly  a  Palleski,  but  now  the 
bitterest  foe  of  the  Medici ;  a  man  of  a  quick,  ver- 
satile nature,  beloved  by  the  people  on  account  of 
his  brillant  gifts,  and  the  only  one  of  the  fonj 
ambassadors  sent  to  Genoa  who  had  immediately 
returned  to  Florence. 

Girolami  would  have  perhaps  been  able  to  save 
Florence ;  but  the  subjection  in  which  he  was  kept 
as  gonfalonier  was  too  great  for  the  wisest  head  to 
have  been  able  to  obtain  any  thing  in  this  position. 
A  statesman  standing  at  the  head  of  the  Government, 
must,  in  certain  things,  act  according  to  discretion, 
and  be  able  to  exclude  all  co-operation.  The  con- 
eiglio,  however,  interfered  in  every  thing ;  and  the 
people,  through  whom  the  resolutions  of  the  majority 
were  brought  about,  based  their  decisions  neither 
according  to  fixed  rules,  nor,  often  enough,  even 
upon  distinct  information.  The  resolutions  lacked 
the  impress  that  gives  effect  to  the  words  of  a  mon- 
arch acting  for  himself.  Where  one  single  man 
says  firmly  what  he  wills,  the  people  feel  tfiat  there 
is  a  necessity  either  to  obey  or  to  resist ;  where  a 
majority  commands,  every  one  knows  that  the  next 
day  the  decree  may  be  again  aboHslied.     Thus,  in 
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the  cons^lio,  matters  were  talked  over  again  and 
ag^;  opinion  changed;  jealousy  was  never  at  rest; 
mistrust  kept  on  the  alert;  and  the  gonfalonier, 
instead  of  giving  the  castuig  vote,  yielded  to  the 
will  of  the  citizens,  who  today  from  casual  circum- 
stances voted  in  one  way,  and  to-morrow  in  another. 
And,  worst  of  all,  opposed  to  this  civil,  many-headed 
Government,  there  was  within  the  walls,  in  spite  of 
it,  an  independent  power,  standing  alone  without 
control,  and  with  plans  in  his  head,  for  the  secrets  of 
which  none  possessed  the  key.  This  was  Malatesta 
Baglioni. 

When  the  son  of  the  Duke  of  Ferrara  had  resigned 
the  command,  Malatesta  had  asked  for  his  position 
for  himself,  and  had  gained  it.  The  form  of  Mala- 
testa stands  ever  like  the  shadow  of  a  devU  in  the 
background,  when  we  speak  of  the  decline  of  Flor- 
entine liberty.  He  cannot  be  reproached,  however, 
with  having  deceived  an  unsuspecting  friend. 

These  military  lords  were  at  that  time  all  the 
same.  Florence  perished  not  through  Malatesta, 
but  through  the  system  of  which  he  was  the  repre- 
sentative. He  was  considered  as  nothing,  particular. 
What  had  induced  the  citizens  to  place  confidence 
in  him,  was  their  estimation  of  his  poUtical  position. 
Malatesta's  fate  was  connected  with  that  of  Florence. 
He  was  a  son  of  that  Baglioni  whom  Macchiavelli 
once  reproached  with  not  having  seized  Julius  H. 
with  the  cardinals,  and  who  was  subsequently  alhired 
to  Rome  by  Leo.  X.,  and  was  beheaded  there.  The 
son  of  such  a  man,  it  was  thought,  would  never  have 
confidence  in  the  Medici,  least  of  all  iu  Clement, 
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under  whose  advice  Leo  had  at  that  time  acted. 
It  was  known  that  in  Rome  they  were  only  waiting 
opportunity  to  remove  the  Baglioni  from  Perugia, 
as  the  EentivogU  had  once  been  from  Bologna.  AU 
the  small  tyrants  were  to  he  uprooted  in  the  cities 
of  the  States  of  the  Church,  and  set  aside.  This  was 
what  Malatesta  had  to  expect,  however  favorable  the 
conditions  held  out  to  him  for  the  moment  from 
the  Vatican.  On  the  other  hand,  if  freedom  were 
established  in  Florence,  he  would  gain  by  this  means 
a  support  against  Rome,  such  as  no  friendship  of 
the  pope's  afforded. 

Still,  they  mistrusted  him.  For  the  opposite  case 
might  be  also  calculated  on.  But  this  case  was 
viewed  in  Florence  with  more  ardor  than  by  Mala- 
testa himself.  He  must  have  thought  indeed  of 
covering  liis  retreat,  in  any  possible  issue,  at  a  time 
when  such  a  policy  on  his  side  must  have  seemed 
to  tlie  Florentines  less  imposed  upon  him.  To  con- 
ceive Malaf«Bta's  position,  no  display  or  consider* 
tion  of  the  particular  qualities  of  the  man  are 
needed.  If  ho  wished  to  come  to  an  agreement 
with  the  pope,  he  must  seize  him  at  the  point  where 
he  could  hold  him.  Clement  had  made  promises  to 
Orange,  which  he  knew  that  the  prince  would  force 
him  to  fulfil.  If  the  Imperialists  took  Florence, 
Orange  might  have  negotiated  with  the  citizens  with- 
out the  pope ;  and  who  knows  upon  what  they  might 
have  resolved,  from  hatred  to  tiie  Medici,  and  in  hope 
of  a  better  turn  of  affairs  to  come  ?  Hence  the  eflfbrts 
of  the  pope  to  remain  in  connection  with  the  citizens. 
And  here  Malatesta  took  his  position.     Under  any 
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drcunistaiices  he  must  prevent  the  citj  fallmg  into 
foreign  hands.  In  this  there  was  no  treachery.  But 
it  was  also  necessary,  that,  when  Florence  should 
havo  been  brought  to  such  a  pitch  as  not  to  be  able 
to  offer  resistance  any  longer  to  Orange,  Malatesta 
should  be  sufficiently  strong  within  the  walla  to 
prevent  their  entrance.  For  this  end,  however,  he 
must  spare  his  soldiers.  In  this  hes  the  despicable 
part  of  bis  double  game.  Favorable  sorties  were 
possible,  which  he  either  hindered  for  this  reason, 
or  which  he  seems  to  have  carried  out  with  too  little 
energy.  As  soon  as  he  observed  that  there  was 
nothing  more  to  hope  for  in  France,  Ferrara,  and 
Venice,  it  was  no  longer  important  for  him  to 
strengthen  the  resistance  of  the  Florentines,  and 
to  cut  off  his  men  by  contests,  the  favorable  results 
of  which  would  not  now  afford  him  any  advantage. 

And  so  we  may  say,  that  Malatesta  betrayed  and 
deceived  those  to  whom  he  had  sworn  faithful  ser- 
vice ;  whilst  we  cannot  spare  the  citizens  the  reproach 
of  having  at  the  same  time  betrayed  and  deceived 
themselves,  by  conceding  to  a  man,  whom  they  so 
well  saw  through,  that  power  which  at  last  grew 
above  tbcm. 

On  the  26th  January,  1530,  the  supreme  command 
was  consigned  to  him.  The  solemn  act  took  place 
in  front  of  the  palace  of  the  Grovemment.  The 
marble  lion  on  the  platform  erected  in  the  square, 
where  the  Signiory  had  their  seat,  was  crowned  with 
a  wreath  of  gold ,;  the  armed  citizens  filled  the  open 
space  aroimd;  Malatesta  appeared  with  a  medal  on 
his  cap,  on  which  stood  the  word  libertaa,  and  he 
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received  the  baton  from  the  gonfalonier,  who  deliv- 
ered a  flourishing  oration.  The  showers  of  rain 
which  interrupted  the  ceremony  were  interpreted 
both  into  good  or  evil.  The  mercenary  troops  were 
scarcely  ten  thousand  men  strong.  Malatesta,  how- 
ever, drew  payment  for  them  as  if  they  were  fourteen 
thousand ;  the  number  of  armed  citizens  may  have 
amounted  to  an  equal  number.  Continual  reduc- 
tion and  addition  made  these  numbers  vary.  Some- 
times the  troops  from  the  smaller  fortresses  that  liad 
surrendered  came  into  the  city;  sometimes  soldiers 
or  citizens  went  into  the  enemy's  camp.  Prom 
witho\it,  also,  deserters  presented  themselves.  On 
the  whole,  the  number  of  combatants  slowly  in- 
creased ;  while  in  the  camp  a  constant  increase  of 
the  active  forces  took  place  on  a  larger  scale.  The 
pope  levied  troops  wherever  he  could.  The  forces 
sent  by  the  emperor  from  Bologna  were  especially 
important,  because  a  part  consisted  of  old  experi- 
enced Spaniards. 

At  the  end  of  January,  the  first  tokens  appeared 
in  the  city  which  indicated  the  necessity  of  a  deci- 
sion :  meat  began  to  prove  scarce.  In  the  camp, 
on  the  other  hand,  bread  and  wine  were  lacking. 
Cattle  could  be  driven  in  from  abroad ;  but  the  laden 
wagons  stuck  fast.  The  Imperialists,  at  this  time, 
estabUshed  themselves  at  length  on  the  northern 
bank  of  the  Arno.  Maramaldo,  a  famous  Neapolitan 
soldier,  led  across  the  river  two  thousand  of  the 
Spaniards  who  had  come  from  Bologna.  The  city 
was  in  nowise  completely  blockaded  by  this;  but  the 
supplies  had  to  be  conveyed  into  it  with  more  cau- 
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tion.  Varclii,  however,  observes  that  neither  the 
beginnmg  of  scarcity  nor  the  advance  in  the  move- 
ments of  the  enemy  had  any  influence  on  the  feel- 
ings of  the  citizens.  None,  he  says,  would  have 
imagined  from  the  life  in  the  streets  that  they 
were  in  a  besieged  city.  Money  was  in  abundance, 
although  the  tasos  were  heavy.  Michael  Angelo  had 
given  fifteen  hundred  ducats  for  liimself  alone.  A 
spirit  of  conciliatory  kindness  in  intercourse,  such 
as  never  had  been  experienced  in  Florence,  had  an 
elevating  effect.  "  Poor,  but  free,"  was  everywhere 
written  on  the  houses  with  chalk  or  charcoal.  "  Let 
it  be  till  the  danger  b  over,"  was  the  common 
expression  when  strife  appeared.  At  the  same  time, 
the  work  in  the  fortifications  was  uninterrupted ;  for 
there  were  symptoms  that  soon  greater  masses  of 
troops  would  be  ordered  to  this  side  of  the  shore,  and 
little  had  been  doue  hitherto  for  the  defences  here. 

By  degrees  the  northern  side  was  completely  sur- 
rounded. On  the  13th  February,  German  troops 
under  the  Coimt  of  Lodron  arrived  iu  the  camp, — 
troops  which  had  become  unnecessary  in  Lombardy, 
owing  to  the  peace  with  Venice.  They  posted  them- 
selves on  the  northern  bank,  where  they  erected  a 
battery  of  twenty-two  cannons.  From  henceforth 
it  was  not  merely  San  Miniato  which  was  the  aim  of 
the  imperial  guns.  And  even  on  the  2d  February, 
when  the  connection  with  Pisa  and  Livorno  had  been 
fiir  more  open  than  after  the  arrival  of  tlie  Grermans, 
the  Venetian  ambassador  had  sent  tidings  home, 
that  meat  was  so  r^^  that  soon  none  at  all  would 
be  procurable. 
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In  consideration  of  the  increasing  danger,  the 
Government  resolved  to  arm  five  thousand  six  hun- 
dred artisans  and  six  thousand  countrymen ;  and 
to  imprison  fifteen  citizens,  who  were  not  quite  free 
from  suspicion  of  connection  with  the  Medici.  These 
measures  only  appear  natural,  when  we  know  the 
often  strangely  ingenious  manner  with  which,  in 
spite  of  all  precaution,  intelligence  of  the  most  se- 
cret plans  of  the  Government  found  its  way  to  those 
Florentines  in  the  camp  who  expected  the  victory  of 
the  pope.  Pope  and  emperor  still  tarried  in  Bologna. 
In  the  year  1527,  Clement  had  secretly  had  a  model 
of  Florence  made  for  him  by  Tribolo,  a  sculptor,  a 
pupil  of  Michael  Angelo ;  and  this  made  him  ac- 
quainted with  the  city,  even  as  to  the  different 
houses.  With  this  before  him,  he  studied  events. 
On  the  24th  February,  the  crown  was  placed  on  the 
head  of  tlie  emperor.  Spring  was  approaching. 
Day  by  day,  matters  assumed  a  more  favorable  aspect 
for  the  besi^ers ;  within,  however,  the  citizens  ho- 
gan  to  feel,  that,  with  all  their  vigorous  enthusiasm, 
the  air  was  oppressive,  and  that  a  decisive  blow  must 
take  place. 


In  the  he^nning  of  March,  the  emperor  advanced 
nor&wards,  while  Clement  returned  to  Bome.  So 
completely  were  his  resources  drained,  that  he  was 
not  able  to  procure  pay  for  the  army.  The  number 
of  deserters  in  the  city  increased  in  consequence ; 
but  meat  had  almost  disappeared,  and  sickness  was 
on  the  increase.     In  Apnl,  Malatesta's  ten  thousand 


y  Google 


BCABCirr  IN   FLORENCE.  109 

men  had  diminished  to  half  the  number  ;  while  al- 
together, fi^am  the  15th  March  to  the  15th  April,  five 
thousand  eight  hundred  persons  had  perished.  The 
citizens  wished  to  fight,  and  importuned  Malatesta  to 
lead  them  forth.  The  Imperialists,  however,  avoided 
any  encounter.  When  the  Florentines  came  close 
to  their  intrenchments,  and  challenged  them,  they 
called  scornfully  out,  tliat  they  had  no  idea  of  fight- 
ing with  them.  "  You  shall  suffer  hunger,"  they 
cried,  "  until  you  can  be  led  like  dogs  by  a  cord." 

Michael  Angelo  was  occupied  at  this  time  day  and 
night  on  San  Miniato.  He  saw  Maria  Oreino,  who 
had  been  the  first  to  declare  to  him  Malatesta's 
treachery,  killed  there  by  a  hall  from  the  enemy. 
The  whole  city  felt  it  witli  him.  In  such  times, 
when  man  is  defending  his  highest  blessings,  all  pri- 
vate interests  flow  into  the  great  general  feeling 
which  is  shared  by  each,  as  on  some  burnhig  vessel 
the  same  pulsation  seems  to  unite  every  one.  No 
one,  at  such  a  time,  experiences  any  feeling  which 
does  not  at  the  same  moment  convulse  the  heart  of 
another.  Every  transition  from  the  deepest  anxiety 
to  hope,  and  from  hope  back  again  to  the  old  misery, 
—  moments  respecting  which  Capello's  letters  to 
Venice  day  by  day  furnish  an  account,  —  all  these 
Michael  Angelo  must  have  gone  through,  like  the 
other  citizens ;  and  the  history  of  all  contains  his, 
without  the  necessity  of  mentioning  him  especially. 

Grown  old  amid  the  iminterrnpted  pursuance  of 
art,  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  abstain  entirely  from 
his  wonted  work.  There  were  days  in  which  San 
Miniato  seemed  less  threatened  by  danger;  and  these 
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he  spent  in  quiet  among  hia  marble  figures.  Whilst 
without  he  was  fighting  against  the  Medici,  he  was 
secretly  working  on  still  at  his  monuments;  tor  it 
might  have  brought  him  into  suspicion  of  adherence, 
had  he  made  no  secret  of  it.  But  the  eontinuance 
of  this  work  may  perhaps  be  regarded  as  a  proof, 
that  at  the  bottom  of  his  heart  he  thought  less  hope- 
fully of  the  future  than  he  ventured  publicly  to  show, 
and  that  he  gave  himself  up  to  the  illusions  with 
which  the  nobles  in  the  palace  so  readily,  day  by  day, 
disposed  of  their  cares. 

He  also  began  to  paint  again,  after  having  laid  his 
brush  aside  for  nearly  twenty  years ;  for,  aftei"  having 
completed  the  Sistine  Chapel,  he  seems  to  have  en- 
tirely given  up  that  branch  of  art.  He  now  began 
the  painting  intended  for  the  Duke  of  Fcrrara,  Leda 
with  the  Swan,  a  painting  a  tempera,  of  which  he 
had  first  made  a  cartoon.  This  latter  is  said  to  be 
in  England ;  but  I  have  not  seen  it  The  original 
also,  which  is  asserted  by  some  to  have  been  burnt 
by  Louis  XHI.,  is  said  to  have  been  rescued  in  a  sad 
condition.  On  the  other  hand,  there  are  old  engrav- 
ings and  copies,  some  of  which  were  made  very  early. 
That  in  the  museum  at  Dresden  is  easily  accessible : 
it  is  large,  powerful,  and  in  good  preservation,  the 
work  perhaps  of  some  Netherland  painter,  and  well 
fitted  to  give  an  Idea  of  the  design  and  the  paint- 
ing.* 

I  will  not  describe  the  picture  here.  As  there 
are  things  which  cannot  be  mentioned  without 
portraying  themselves   to   the   mind,  so  there  are 

"See  Appendix.  Mote  XIX. 
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paintings  which  allow  of  no  description,  because 
that  which  we  see  in  them  seems  to  change  while 
we  are  speaking  of  it.  This  alone  we  will  say: 
While  other  artists,  in  painting  Leda  with  the  Swan, 
wonld  have  heen  able  to  produce  nothing  but  the 
charmhig  form  of  a  woman  approached  by  a  swan,  — 
so  that,  if  the  old  legend  were  lost,  its  deeper  pur 
port  would  scarcely  be  guessed  from  the  composition 
of  the  picture, —  Michael  Angelo  makes  the  form  of 
Leda,  and  the  occmTence  to  which  she  is  subjected, 
appear  so  great  and  so  historical  in  the  highest  sense, 
that  we  are  astonished  at  his  ability  in  conceiving 
things  as  well  as  in  reproducing  them.  None  of 
his  female  figures  are  so  thoroughly  colossal  as  this 
Leda.  She  lies  there  like  an  outstretched  giantess ; 
and  the  eye,  dreamily  fixed  on  her  bosom,  seems,  in 
one  foreboding  glance,  to  see  in  fancy  all  the  im 
mense  evil  which  her  brood  of  swans  have  brouglii 
upon  Troy  and  Greece.  She  is  beautiful  enough  to 
be  the  mother  of  Helena,  and  of  those  dissimilar 
twins  Castor  and  Polydeukos,  who  are  all  three  the 
children  of  this  moment.  No  one  thinks  on  those 
heroic  forms,  who  sees  the  representation  of  this 
scene  by  Correggio  and  other  painters,  who,  by  por- 
traying the  descent  of  Jupiter  in  the  form  of  a  swan, 
lose  all  grandeur  of  idea,  and  treat  it  in  a  pretty, 
genre-like  manner.  Like  a  snow-white  range  of 
clouds  descending  on  a  chain  of  mountains,  Michael 
Angelo's  swan  comes  down.  We  cannot  but  feel, 
that,  as  long  as  he  was  painting  this  picture,  his  mind 
was  far  away  from  Florence,  absorbed  in  thoughts  of 
the  old  Greeks,  and  freed  from  tlie  biu-den  of  events 
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which  would  otherwise  have  weighed  down  upon 
him  with  a  -uniform  mournful  oppression. 

Tet  many  a  time  a  gleam  of  true  hope  passed  over 
the  city.  A  turn  in  their  fate  seemed  taking  place 
at  Easter.  As  happiness  and  evil  are  wont  to  cling 
to  distinct  persons,  and  to  return  with  their  appear- 
ance ;  so,  in  opposition  to  the  fatal  presence  of  Mala- 
testa,  another  man  now  seemed  to  appear  without 
the  walls  as  the  bearer  of  safety  and  dehverance  for 
Florence,  —  Francesco  Ferrucci.  Next  to  Michael 
Angelo,  he  is  the  most  gifted  character  distinguished 
in  those  contests,  and  almost  more  striJdng  as  hav- 
ing perished  miserably  in  the  season  of  youth  and 
vigor.  Francesco  Ferrucci  is  a  man  whose  name  at 
the  present  day  is  known  by  every  child  in  Florence, 
and  whose  marble  statue  has  been  erected  there  by 
the  side  of  that  of  Dante,  Michael  Angelo,  and  other 
great  citizens. 

Ferrucci  sprang  from  a  family  whose  military 
ability  had  been  acknowledged  for  generations.  In 
the  year  1528,  he  had  returned  to  Florence  as  the 
only  one  of  the  higher  officers  who  had  marched  to 
Naples  with  the  French  army  under  Lautrec.  All 
the  others,  and  two-thirds  of  the  Florentine  troops, 
were  left  there  as  victims  to  the  plague.  Ferrucci 
had  so  ably  understood  how  to  lead  those  who  re- 
mained to  Tuscany,  and  had  gained  such  respect  by 
his  severe  discipline,  that,  promoted  from  post  to 
post  by  the  Government,  he  had  at  length,  in  the 
year  1529,  received  the  supreme  command  in  Em- 
poli,  a  highly  important  place  between  Florence  and 
Livorno,  through  which  the  supplies  of  gunpowder 
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and  meat  reached  the  city,  from  this  time  he  re- 
solved, on  his  own  account,  to  pursue  other  plans 
than  Malatesta  and  the  nobles  of  the  Government 
had  ever  intended;  and  the  beginning  of  these  plans 
was,  that  he  reconquered  Volterra,  whicli  had  just 
revolted  agamst  the  Florentines,  and  had  submitted 
to  the  pope. 

He  demanded  re-inforcements  from  Florence.  Five 
hundred  foot  set  out  to  join  him  in  the  mi'lst  of  the 
hostile  camps ;  and,  amid  continual  contest  with  five 
hundred  imperial  horse,  they  gained  their  end  so 
well,  that,  while  they  had  only  lost  four  men  and  one 
of  their  leaders,  the  enemy  was  obliged  to  give  up 
the  pursuit,  with  a  loss  of  eighty  horse  and  three 
captains.  Indeed,  had  they  had  with  them,  says 
Oapello,  the  two  hundred  mounted  Florentines,  who 
left  the  city  at  the  same  time  to  reach  Empoli  by 
another  route,  the  entire  cavalry  of  the  enemy  would 
have  perished. 

This  had  happened  on  the  24th  March ;  on  the 
29th,  the  tidings  were  received  in  Florence  of  the 
taking  of  Volterra,  Four  hundred  Spaniards  had 
heen  cut  down  there ;  and  the  heavy  artillery  sent 
by  the  Genoese  to  the  pope  had  been  carried  off.  At 
the  same  time,  letters  arrived  from  France  that  the 
king  would  receive  his  sons  back  in  a  few  days, 
and  that  then  at  once  he  would  come  to  the  help 
of  the  Florentines.  Nor  was  this  aU :  in  the  camp 
without  the  city,  matters  had  long  been  in  a  state  of 
ferment ;  the  money  arriving  from  Rome  was  insuffi- 
cient ;  differences  aj-ose  between  the  different  nation- 
aliHes ;   each  division  thought  itself  slighted ;   and 
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when,  on  ttie  1st  May,  the  taking  of  Volterra  became 

rumored  about,  and,  besides  this,  the  report  spread 
that  the  whole  of  Tuscany  would  in  a  short  time  rise 
in  favor  of  the  Florentines,  the  Spaniards  rebelled, 
seized  all  the  guns  as  a  pledge  for  tlie  pay  they  had 
never  received,  and  wished  to  withdraw.  The  prince 
quieted  them  with  difficulty  by  instalments.  On 
the  day  following,  it  was  known  in  the  city  that  the 
mounted  nobles  had  left  the  camp  to  go  to  Naples, 
where  the  Turks  were  in  earnest  at  length  with  their 
long-expected  attack.  The  firm  conviction  wat  cher- 
ished, that  in  fourteen  days  tlie  rest  of  the  army 
would  follow,  and  Florence  would  be  rid  of  her 
misery. 

At  the  same  time,  however,  the  mortality  iuureased 
from  day  to  day.  Bread  was  baked  of  the  most  in- 
ferior materials,  because  there  was  no  more  wheat. 
Oil  and  wine  were  entirely  wanting ;  horses,  asses, 
and  cats  were  slaughtered.  The  good  tidings,  how- 
ever, helped  through  every  privation.  Ee-inforce- 
ments  were  dispatched  to  Perrucci ;  they  resolved  to 
raise  six  thousand  men  for  him,  and  the  Imperialists 
themselves  furnished  the  best  troops.  The  desire 
for  combat  increased  to  such  an  extent,  that,  in  spite 
of  Malatesta's  opposition,  a  grand  attack  was  to  take 
place  on  the  5th  May.  Tlie  enemy  was,  of  course, 
informed  of  it  beforehand.  Three  thousand  men 
stormed  the  enemy's  intrenchments  on  the  southern 
bank;  and  the  contest  was  so  vehement,  that  the 
troops  on  the  opposite  side  were  called  to  assist ; 
while,  on  the  Florentine  side,  Malatesta  himself 
wished  to  rush  into  the  throng,  and  was  only  re 
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strained  with  difficulty  by  his  party,  on  account  of 
his  age  and  feebleness.  Towards  evening  he  gave 
the  signal  for  retreat.  One  of  his  best  officers,  who 
had  taken  the  command  instead  of  him,  was  mortally 
wounded ;  otherwise  the  enemy  lost  more  men  than 
the  Florentines.  Had  they  brouglit  all  their  sti-ength 
to  bear,  it  was  afterwards  decided,  the  camp  would 
iiave  been  conquered,  and  the  enemy  destroyed. 

The  tidings  meanwhile  arriving  from  Ferrucci 
consoled  them  for  their  failure  in  this  contest.  Now, 
for  the  first  time,  they  learned  to  estimate  at  its  full 
extent  what  had  been  gained  by  him  in  the  taking 
of  Volterra,  and  what,  with  regard  to  the  enemy, 
had  been  frustrated.  At  Volterra,  an  army  formed 
of  the  Palleski  was  to  have  united,  to  have  operated 
with  the  Spaniards  stationed  there  under  Maramaldo 
against  Pisa,  Pistoja,  a^id  Arezzo,  where  the  citadels 
were  still  Florentine ;  while  Florence  was  to  have 
remained  closely  surrounded.  The  centre  of  this 
intended  enterprise  was  lost  by  the  taking  of  Vol- 
terra, Instead  of  attacking  the  other  places,  the 
enemy  was  obliged  to  endeavor  to  regain  the  princi- 
pal one,  which  Ferrucci  now  armed  for  resistance 
as  quickly  as  he  conld.  Wine,  oil,  and  corn  was  to 
be  found  in  abundance :  he  knew  how  to  procure 
money,  and  men  were  not  wanting.  Every  thing  in- 
dicated the  most  brilliant  success. 

Florence,  on  the  contrary,  had  been  completely 
blockaded  from  the  12th  May.  The  two  hundred 
sheep  which  had  been  brought  in  on  that  day,  formed 
the  last  meat  that  had  reached  the  city.  In  spite  of 
this,  on  the  15th,  tlie  anniversary  of  the  restoration 
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of  liberty  was  celebrated  with  magnificence-  In  the 
cathedral,  Baccio  Oavalcanti,  one  of  the  most  zeal- 
ous citizens,  delivered,  after  mass,  a  flourishing 
oration,  the  purport  of  which  was  freedom  or  death. 
On  the  following  day,  every  citizen  to  a  man  took 
the  oath  in  the  square  before  the  Church  of  San 
GioTanni,  in  the  presence  of  the  magistrates,  that, 
true  to  the  GoTernment,  he  would  either  conquer  or 
die.  New  taxes  were  added.  All  the  deposited 
capital  that  existed,  all  foundation  stock,  ecclesiasti- 
cal property,  and  money  belonging  to  hospitals  and 
guilds,  was  monopolized. 

But  in  the  midst  of  tliis  very  enthusiasm  lay  the 
change  of  fortune. 

Ferrueci,  when  he  advanced  to  Volterra,  had  left 
behind  him,  as  a  commissioner  in  Empoli,  a  Floren- 
tine citizen,  well  known  as  a  valiant  man.  Hia 
coadjutors  seemed  equally  trustworthy.  Neverthe- 
less, some  Florentines  in  the  Imperial  camp  suc- 
ceeded in  inducing  tliem  to  treachery.  On  the 
28th  May,  Empoli  was  occupied  and  plundered  by 
the  Spaniards;  and,  two  days  after,  the  citizens 
of  Florence  beheld  the  noble  wives  and  maidens — of 
whom  Ferrueci  had  said,  that  they  alone  could  have 
defended  Empoh  —  on  the  ramparts  of  the  camp, 
where  they  were  exposed  in  defiance.  The  citadel 
of  Arezzo  fell  at  the  same  time  through  treachery. 
Tidings  came  from  France,  that  the  king  would  not 
have  his  sons  restored  to  him  until  Florence  was 
conquered.  And  while,  besides  all  tliis,  the  distress 
for  food  and  drink  daily  increased,  the  ImperiaHsts 
were  supplied  with  the  twelve  thousand  bushels  of 
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com  and  thirty  thousand  gallons  of  vine  seized  at 
Empoli.  Miserable  bread  and  water  served  the  citi- 
zens for  food.  There  was  no  longer  a  thought  of 
importation.  The  streets  were  full  of  corpses.  In- 
stead of  the  attack  of  the  Turks  in  Naples,  the 
ImperialiBt  cavalry  returned  to  the  camp.  And,  in 
Maiatesta's  house,  a  confidant  of  the  pope  was  sud- 
denly discovered  with  proposals  for  an  acconunoda^ 
tion.  He  was  met,  however,  by  the  reply  that 
CJlement  might  apply  to  the  Government  of  the  city ; 
that  they  had  no  desire  to  negotiate  either  through 
their  own  envoys,  or  through  Malatesta.  Every  hope 
rested  on  Ferrucci,  who  was  opposed  to  Maramaldo 
in  Volterra. 

The  latter  was  now  joined  by  the  Spaniards  who 
had  taken  Empoli,  and  by  a  division  from  the  camp 
under  the  Marquis  del  Guasto.  These  re-inforce 
ments  arrived  on  the  12th  June.  Wearied  with 
marching,  they  encamped  befbre  Volterra,  without 
caring  for  the  necessary  intrenchments.  They  were 
at  once  attacked  by  Ferrucci ;  but  he  was  obliged  to 
retire  before  their  superior  power.  On  the  day  fol- 
lowing, Del  Guasto  raised  the  batteries ;  on  the  third, 
he  stormed  the  place.  But  Ferrucci,  although  twice 
wounded,  had  himself  carried  on  a  litter ;  and  the 
Spaniards  were  driven  back.  On  the  next  day,  Del 
Guasto  received  four  new  cannons ;  and  the  fire 
was  now  opened  from  foiirteen  gims.  Again  the 
Spaniards  stormed ;  again  Ferrucci,  though  ill  with 
fever,  was  in  the  midst  of  the  throng.  Not  only  was 
the  city  defended  with  arms,  but  boiling  oil  and  bas- 
kets full  of  stones  were  hurled  against  the  besiegers ; 
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and  so  devastating  was  the  effect  of  this  defence, 
that  the  besiegers  withdrew  the  next  day  with  a  loss 
of  six  hundred  men. 

Orange,  however,  did  not  agree  to  this :  he  sent 
Del  Guasto  two  thousand  infantry,  and  cavalry  to 
correspond,  with  orders  to  take  the  city  on  any  con- 
dition. The  Florentines,  encouraged  by  Ferrucci's 
success,  and  by  the  weakness  of  the  army  before  the 
city,  ventured  a  sortie,  scaled  tlie  walls  of  tiie  camp, 
cut  down  live  hundred  of  the  German  soldiery,  and 
retired  victorious  with  a  loss  of  scarcely  fifty.  At 
the  same  time,  Perrucci,  for  the  third  time,  defeated 
the  Marehese  del  Guasto  before  the  walls  of  Volterra; 
and  the  siege  was  again  raised.  The  loss  of  the 
Spaniards  was  large.  The  pope,  who  had  sold  and 
removed  all  his  treasures,  could  procure  no  more 
money ;  while  the  citizens  were  for  ever  finding  gold 
and  silver  vessels,  which  they  changed  into  coin.  On 
both  sides  they  were  straining  every  nerve. 

July  began.  We  know  what  Florence  is  in  the 
hot  season ;  lying,  as  it  were,  in  a  basin,  surrounded 
by  hills,  and  without  a  breath  of  cool  air  to  absorb 
the  heat  of  the  cloudless  days.  The  Arno,  which 
sweeps  along  in  the  winter,  then  becomss  shallow, 
and  has  sandy  islands  in  the  middle  of  its  bed.  Men 
breathed  as  in  a  slow  fever,  and  panted  for  strength. 
Every  morsel  was  valuable.  The  women  who  lived 
an  evil  life  were  first  of  all  ejected  from  the  walls, 
The  next  dismissed  were  tliose  living  in  the  coun- 
try who  had  fled  witliin  tlie  walls.  Roofs  of  houses 
were  torn  off  for  fuel.  Desperate  resolves  began  to 
appear.     Lorenzo  Roderini,  one  of  the  most  distin- 
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guislied  men,  being  conyicted  of  connection  with  the 
camp,  was  hung ;  and  the  people  fell  almost  into 
sedition,  because  tlioj  would  have  preferred  tearing 
him  to  pieces  alive.  Every  sickness  now  took  the 
form  of  the  plague.  Matters  had  reached  such  a 
point,  that  the  only  success  they  looked  to  was  not 
to  he  ^ven  alive  by  Malatesta  into  the  power  of  the 
enemy.  Ferrucci  was  appointed  commander-in-chief 
of  all  the  troops,  and  ordered  to  march  towards  PIoin 
ence.  At  the  smallest  tokens  of  his  approach,  the 
citizens  declared  they  would  force  their  way  through 
the  gates.  The  Imperialists  should  be  attacked  on 
both  sides.  They  would  fight  to  the  last  drop  of 
blood.  K  they  were  defeated,  those  who  remained 
to  guard  the  walls  were  to  kill  the  women  and 
children,  set  fire  to  the  city,  and  rush  against  the 
enemy ;  so  that  —  such  was  the  end  of  the  resolve 
—  nothiug  should  remain  of  Morence  but  the  re- 
membrance of  the  great  souls  of  those  who  stood 
forth  as  an  immortal  example  to  all  who  were  born 
for  freedom,  and  would  preserve  it. 

4. 
Od  the  14th  July,  Ferrucci  received  the  message 
firom  the  Government.  Two  young  Florentines,  who 
stole  by  night  disguised  tlirough  the  camp  of  the 
Imperialists,  conveyed  it  to  him.  He  resolved  at  once 
to  set  forth  for  Pisa,  and  from  thence  to  reach  Mor- 
ence. Volterra,  Pisa,  and  Morence  form  an  equal- 
sided  triangle ,  the  southern  point  of  which  is  Volterra. 
Each  city  is  distant  from  two  to  three  days'  march 
from  the  others      To  go  direct  to  Florence   from 
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Volterra  in  a  north-east  direction  was  not  possible ; 
for  the  mountainous  and  divided  territory  of  Siena, 
liostile  to  the  Florentines,  had  to  he  passed  through, 
Perracci  was  obliged  to  endeavor  to  reach  Pisa  by 
Livorno,  a  city  on  the  sea-coast,  in  a  north-west 
direction,  and  not  far  from  Pisa.  Turning  from 
Livorno  towards  the  east,  and  marcliing  in  the  valley 
of  the  Arno,  he  would  have  most  quickly  reached 
Florence.  Bat  tlie  middle  of  this  route  was  formed 
by  the  now  lost  Empoli.  It  was  necessary  to  iind 
another  way, 

Fcrrucci  made  his  way  to  Pisa,  It  was  impossible 
to  the  Spaniards  to  stop  him.  But  he  had  no  sooner 
arrived  there  than  he  fell  a  victim  to  the  sickness 
which  had  been  subdued  by  force  at  Volterra ;  and 
thus  fourteen  precious  days  were  lost.  Money  failed, 
and  the  troops  rebelled.  Commanding  with  fearful 
severity  from  his  sick-bed,  he  extorted  from  the 
Pieans  the  necessary  sums.  Ferrucci  went  so  far 
that  he  ordered  a  citizen,  who  had  asserted  he  would 
rather  starve  than  give  the  money,  to  be  arrested  and 
deprived  of  all  food,  until  his  relatives  laid  down  the 
sum.  With  immense  energy  he  prepared  for  his 
march  to  Florence,  where,  recovered  at  length  from 
his  severe  sickness,  be  arrived  on  the  last  day  of 
Jiily. 

With  the  recapture  of  Empoli  they  could  not  con- 
cern themselves.  Ferrucci  resolved  to  go  through 
Lucca,  Pescia,  Pistoia,  and  Prato,  which,  lying  in  a 
circle,  slightly  arched  to  the  north,  form  a  chain 
between  Pisa  and  Florence.  He  had  a  magnificent 
plan  in  liis  thoughts.     He  knew  how  miserably  the 
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soldiers  of  Orange  were  paid,  and  how  easy  it  was  to 
bring  troops  to  revolt  who  receive  no  pay.  A  great 
part  of  the  Imperialists  consisted  of  so-called  Bisogni, 
the  worst  sort  of  soldiers  at  tliat  time,  who  were  held 
together  by  no  respect  for  their  captains,  but  by 
the  prospect  of  booty  alone,  and  who  always  took  the 
course  where  they  hoped  to  satisfy  their  desire  for 
spoil.  Suddenly  appearing  before  the  prince's  camp, 
he  intended  to  make  the  same  proposal  to  his  army 
as  that  with  which  Bourbon  had  before  diverted  his 
men  from  Florence ;  namely,  of  leaving  the  city, 
and  marching  with  them  to  Rome,  which  had  long 
ago  become  again  rich  enough,  and  must  at  that 
time  have  fallen  defenceless  into  their  hands. 

On  the  1st  August,  Ferrucci  appeared  before 
Pescia,  marching  through  the  territory  of  Lucca. 
But  supplies,  as  well  as  a  free  passage,  were  refused 
him.  By  indirect  routes,  adopted  for  the  sake  of 
misleading  Maramaldo,  who  was  following  close  at 
his  heels,  he  moved  on  through  the  mountainoua 
country  towards  Pistoia.  Tlie  position  of  tliis  city 
was  peculiar.  Two  parties  had  for  many  years  con 
tested  within  her.  Recently,  however,  that  one 
which  had  been  favored  by  Florence  bad  been  con 
quered  and  expelled.  Its  adherents  had  assembled 
at  Pisa,  and  had  joined  Fernicci.  By  taking  part  in 
his  expedition  they  hoped  toari'ive  again  at  authority. 
But  their  adversaries  had  also  armed  themselves,  and 
formed  a  strong  body  of  one  tliousand  men,  against 
whom  Ferrucci  had  to  defend  himself.  Besides  this, 
there  were  Spanish  troops  quartered  in  the  city,  a 
band  formed  of  seditious  deserters  from  the  besi^ng 
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armj,  who  wandered  about  the  country  burning  and 
ravaging  on  their  own  account ;  aud,  after  having 
proffered  themselves  previously  to  the  Florentines 
themselves,  were  impelled  to  fight  against  them  by 
the  prospect  of  the  approaching  fall  of  the  city. 

With  combined  powers  and  common  plans,  the 
enemy  would  liave  been  now  superior  to  Ferrucci, 
who,  hindered  by  his  baggage  and  surrounded  with 
spies,  struggled  with  diiRculty  towards  Florence. 
No  one,  however,  ventured  to  attack  him. 

Had  a  man  like  him  stood  as  a  prince  at  the  head 
of  affairs  in  Florence,  and  conducted  the  war  at  his 
own  discretion,  how  different  would  have  been  the 
course  of  things!  When  we  read  his  reports,  in 
which  with  pertinent  accuracy  be  relates  events 
briefly  and  concisely,  we  fancy  we  can  see  before  us 
the  severe,  circumspect,  unwearied  man,  and  can 
hear  him  speak.  He  is  ever  foremost  in  person, 
doing  the  heaviest  work.  He  is  always  of  good 
cheer,  and  his  mind  is  full  of  expedients  for  repair- 
ing losses  suffered.  Wearied  by  his  last  illness,  and 
often  scarcely  able  to  keep  up,  he  gives  the  most 
careful  orders,  and  never  for  a  moment  loses  sight 
of  his  position.  Difficulties  increased  his  elasticity. 
Unlimited  was  the  confidence  of  the  troops  in  his 
command.  From  his  youth  up,  he  had  come  forward 
fearlessly  whenever  he  saw  wrong  committed  in  the 
streets  of  Florence  as  well  as  in  the  field.  More 
than  once,  contending  parties  had  appealed  to  him. 
Loved  and  honored  by  his  friends,  esteemed  and 
feared  by  his  foes,  he  now  gave  evidence  how  much 
I  the  reputation  he  enjoyed.     Unhappily 
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they  recognized  in  Florence  too  late  the  position  tliej 
ought  to  have  given  him. 

The  fourteen  days  in  -which  he  lay  sick  at  Pisa 
had  been  fatal  to  the  city.  Had  they  been  ahle 
boldly  to  advance  on  the  day  when  the  resolve  was 
taken  to  conquer  or  to  die,  they  might  have  exhib- 
ited the  heroism  of  which  their  words  gave  promise, 
and  met  death  with  courage  and  calmness.  Instead 
©f  this,  they  were  obliged  to  wait  and  starve.  The 
idea  of  negotiating  with  the  pope  was  at  length 
aroused  even  among  those  who  bad  before  loudly 
declaimed  against  treachery  whenever  it  had  been 
mentioned.  Still  those  who  were  for  estreme  meas- 
ures maintained  the  ascendency.  Preachers  ani- 
mated the  people  for  the  last  great  contest ;  Malar 
testa's  remonstrances  were  not  listened  to ;  he  was 
obliged  to  yield,  because,  amid  the  general  enthusi- 
astic feeling,  he  was  not  certain  whether  his  own 
soldiers  might  not  forsake  him,  and  place  themselves 
under  the  immediate  command  of  the  gonfalonier. 
The  last  great  review  was  held  on  the  31st  July : 
sixteen  thousand  armed  men,  soldiers,  and  citizens, 
were  drawn  up  in  array,  with  twenty-one  guns. 
The  captains  received  the  sacrament.  On  the  1st 
August,  an  immense  procession  took  place.  The 
gonfalonier  and  the  members  of  the  Government  at 
the  head,  the  people  went  barefoot  in  a  body  from 
church  to  church.  The  sacrament  was  universally 
received ;  wills  were  made ;  every  one  ordered  his 
house  as  if  he  were  taking  farewell  for  ever.  On 
the  2d  August,  while  Fernicci  was  coming  down 
from  the  heights  of  Pistoia,  the  contest  was  to  be 
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undertaken.  Two  thousand  men  were  to  advance 
towards  him ;  while  the  rest  were  to  rush  upon  the 
camp  of  the  enemy,  whose  destruction  seemed  all 
the  more  easy  as  Orange  and  his  troops  had  left  it 
on  the  same  day.  The  prince  had  wished  to  oppose 
Femicci  in  person- 

A  decisive  contest  was  therefore  possible.  The 
match  was  equal.  What  might  have  decided  the 
contest  in  fevor  of  the  citizens  was  the  fatal  enthu- 
siasm with  which  they  longed  to  fight,  the  co-opera- 
tion of  Ferrucci,  and,  lastly,  the  uncertainty  of  the 
Imperialists,  the  greater  number  of  whom,  just  on 
the  point  of  revolt,  would  liave  allowed  themselves 
to  be  beaten,  and,  had  victory  inclined  to  the  Flor- 
entines, would  have  joined  them. 

On  that  2d  of  August,  however,  the  treachery  of 
Malatesta  was  consummated.  He  refused  to  allow 
the  sortie  to  take  place.  No  one  knew  better  than 
he,  that  the  camp  was  as  good  as  devoid  of  troops, 
and  was  easy  to  conquer.  He  had  more  accurate 
tidings  on  this  point  than  either  the  gonfalonier 
or  the  Signiory ;  for  these  latter  did  not  know  that 
Orange  had  set  out  for  Pistoia  with  the  flower  of  his 
men,  only  because  he  had  Halatesta's  promise  in 
his  hands,  to  prevent  an  attack  on  the  intrench- 
meats  on  this  day. 

For  a  long  time,  negotiations  had  been  passing 
between  them.  At  first  they  were  of  such  a  nature 
that  the  Government  knew  of  them ;  and,  when  the 
latter  would  agree  to  nothing,  they  had  been  of  late 
without  their  kn&wledge.  But  Malatesta  did  not 
treat  with  Orange  entirely  upon  his  own  account. 
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A  nTunber  of  noble  Moreutinee  —  not  onlj  such  as 
were  for  the  Medici,  for  these  had  long  ago  either 
left  the  city,  or  were  placed  in  coniinement,  but  men 
of  all  parties,  united  by  the  common  conviction,  that 
the  contest  could  not  he  carried  on  further  — joined 
themselves  to  Malatesta.  No  conspiracy  took  place; 
but  a  kind  of  tacit  guarantee  was  afforded  him  that 
they  would  agree  to  any  accommodation  for  peace 
which  he  should  effect.  "Without  this,  he  would  not 
now  have  ventured  to  oppose  the  Signiory  with  the 
assertion  that  the  sortie  was  impossible.  And  with- 
out this  party,  the  importance  of  which  the  Signiory 
themselves  felt,  they  had  at  least  effected  the  sending 
of  the  two  thousand  men  to  Ferrucci.  On  that  2d  of 
August,  however,  when  Malatesta  still  showed  good- 
will towards  the  Government,  and  only  pleaded 
strate^c  reasons  why  there  should  be  no  fighting,  he 
had  informed  the  prince  that  liia  Highness  should 
decide  whether  he,  Malatesta,  should  leave  the  city 
with  all  his  troops,  or  whether  he  should  compel 
her  to  receive  the  Medici  again  of  her  own  accord. 
And  tlie  prince,  having  decided  on  the  former,  had 
marched  f^ainet  Ferrucci. 

Malatesta  had  not  ventured  to  appear  in  the  pal- 
ace. He  had  enumerated  to  the  Government  in 
writing  the  reasons  why  they  should  not  fight.  This 
writing  was  a  lie.  They  replied,  that  he  must  hold 
to  what  he  had  promised,  and  that  they  would  fight. 
On  the  3d  of  August,  he  answered.  While  the  first 
letter  contained  a  pertinent  representation  of  mili- 
tary affairs,  in  the  second  another  tone  was  assumed. 
He  declared,  that,  as  the  battle  was  impossible,  he 
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would  send  one  or  two  plenipotentiaries  to  Orange. 
If  the  prince  were  to  make  conditions  incompatible 
with  the  honor  of  the  city,  then  he  would  be  ready 
to  venture  the  final  contest.  But,  before  this,  the 
consiglio  graiide  should  be  convoked ;  the  Govern- 
ment should  express  its  seutimente  in  their  presence ; 
and  he  also  would  appear  and  state  his  views.  K 
the  voice  was  then  for  the  contest,  he  would  undez'- 
take  it,  and  submit  to  the  will  of  the  community. 

The  intentions  of  the  parties,  working  by  means 
of  Malatesta,  appeared  so  clearly  from  the  tone  of 
this  letter,  tliat  the  Government  could  be  no  longer 
in  doubt  as  to  what  was  going  on.  The  conclusion 
of  the  letter  especially,  urging  for  speedy  decision, 
sounded  like  an  insolent  challenge.  It  was  evident 
that  an  insurrection  against  the  Government  was 
being  provoked.  Malatesta  and  his  party  wished  so 
to  obtain  the  ascendency,  that  Florence  should  sur- 
render herself  to  the  pope,  and  that  without  out- 
ward force.  Every  moment  he  expected  tidings  of 
the  deetruction  of  Ferrucei ;  and  this  last  blow  was 
to  give  the  signal  for  decision. 

The  Government,  however,  now  also  understood 
the  position  of  things.  The  people  still  held  firm 
to  the  belief  in  their  invincibility.  Within  the  last 
days,  an  eagle  had  been  caught ;  and  his  head  had 
been  carried  in  triumph  to  the  palace  of  the  gonfal- 
onier, as  a  good  token  of  the  annihilation  of  the 
imperial  power.  Preachers  were  never  weary  of 
repeating  Savonarola's  prophecies.  A  great  tumult 
arose  when  the  tidings  of  Malatesta's  message  passed 
through  the  streets.     The  citizens  rushed  together, 
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with  arms  in  their  hands,  to  dismiss  Malatesta  from 
his  office.  The  city  was  divided  into  two  camps :  in 
the  one  —  in  old  Florence  —  was  the  Government, 
swearing  death  to  the  traitors;  in  the  other — in  the 
southern  city  —  was  the  general,  with  his  soldiers, 
ready  to  di-ive  back  the  citizens.  Between  both  was 
the  river,  the  bridges  of  which  would  have  furnished 
the  battle-field,  as  they  had  done  centuries  before, 
when  the  last  femilies  of  the  old  nobility  awaited  the 
citizens  on  the  bridges- 
Tidings,  however,  wholly  different  to  tlie  expec- 
tations of  all,  arrived.  A  battle  had  been  fought ; 
Ferracci  bad  conquered;  Orange  had  fallen.  The 
citizens  were  filled  with  immense  rejoicing  and  re- 
newed confidence,  while  Malatesta  and  his  party 
suddenly  became  accommodating.  The  Government 
accomplished,  that,  without  an  attack,  a  challenging 
sortie  against  the  camp  should  take  place.  They 
approached  close  to  the  intrenclimonts ;  but  no  ono 
appeared,  and  they  made  no  attack.  They  were 
aw^ting  Ferrucci.  It  was  time  enough  to  fight 
when  he  should  arrive.  It  was  time  enough  then 
to  settle  with  Malatesta. 

But  Ferrucci  came  not.  He  had  won  the  battle  ; 
Orange  was  killed.  Both  facts  were  true ;  but  for- 
tune had  turned  in  the  course  of  the  day,  and 
Ferrucci,  like  hia  enemy,  was  dead.  The  engage- 
ment had  taken  place  near  one  of  the  small  cities  in 
the  mountains  of  Pistoia.  Want  of  provisions  had 
compelled  him  to  make  the  attack.  While  he  was 
entering  the  place  on  one  side,  the  Spaniards  were 
advancing  to  meet  him  through  the  other  gate.  They 
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were  fighting  at  the  same  time  within  the  streets, 
and  without  in  the  open  field.  At  the  point  of  vic- 
tory, Ferrucci  was  repulsed  by  their  advancing  supe- 
riority. Forced  into  a  house  with  a  few  followers, 
he  fell  inw  the  hands  of  the  Spaniards,  who  brought 
liim  before  Maramaldo. 

The  latter  had  the  man  at  length  in  liis  power 
who  had  so  often  confounded  him  by  his  art,  and 
whom  he  had  never  otherwise  opposed  than  to  be 
conquered  or  avoided.  On  tlieir  march  from  Tol- 
terra,  the  soldiers  had  called  "  Miau,  Mian ! "  because 
Maramaldo  in  the  dialect  of  his  birthplace,  Naples,  is 
pronounced  Maramau.  A  trumpeter,  whom  he  had 
sent  to  Ferrucci  with  a  flj^  of  truce,  had  been  hung 
by  the  latter.  We  can  understand  that  the  furious 
Neapolitan  should  now  take  a  pike,  and  thrust  it 
with  a  cuvsa  through  tlie  breast  of  the  defenceless 
and  iainting  general.  "  You  kill  one  who  is  already 
dead,"  were  Ferrucci's  last  words.  He  fell  to  the 
ground.  The  Spaniards  struck  him  until  he  was 
completely  dead.* 

This  took  place  on  the  3d  of  August ;  but  only  on 
the  5th,  it  seems,  the  tidings  were  verified  in  Floi^ 
ence.  AJl  who  heard  them,  says  Varchi,  began  to 
feel  the  ground  totter  under  them,  and  became  pale 
as  death.  The  Piagnoni  alone,  who  behoved  on  Fer- 
rucci as  on  a  second  Gideon,  still  hoped  that  angels 
would  come  and  defend  the  walla  of  Florence.  The 
old  prophecy  had  declared  that  all  must  first  be  lost, 
but  that  at  last  the  city  would  conquer.  The  spirit 
of  the  citizens  made  one  last,  fearful  effort.  Destruc- 
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tion  and  safety  eeemed  alike  to  them ;  they  d 
only  to  fight.  But  the  number  increased  of  those 
who  endeavored  to  snatch  the  city  at  any  price  fcom 
such  fatal  escttement.  Round  the  palace  there  gath- 
ered together  those  who  remained  firm,  and  the  gon- 
falonier issued  his  last  warning  to  Malatesta.  The 
other  party  now  openly  gathered  round  the  latter,  in 
arms  also,  not  only  that  they  might  hold  their  ground 
within  the  walls,  but  they  might  resist  the  army  with- 
out, which  was  now  streaming  back  to  the  ciiy  greedy 
for  booty. 

Malatesta  had  only  been  pledged  to  the  Prince  of 
Orange.  He  at  once  placed  himself  in  connection 
with  Ferrante  Gfonzaga,  his  successor,  who  sent  to 
him  Baccio  Valori,  the  pope's  commissioner  in  the 
camp.  Three  points  were  agreed  upon  with  hi  in 
as  the  fundamental  conditions  of  subjection,  —  the 
return  of  the  Medici ;  the  freedom  of  the  city ;  the 
submission  to  the  decision  of  the  emperor,  to  be  made 
within  four  months,  as  to -the  ultimate  arrangement 
of  things.  Clement,  we  see,  is  ever  compelled  to 
promise  freedom,  because  he  was  obUged  to  make 
the  final  concession  to  the  emperor,  to  whom  he  stood 
opposed  only  as  one  of  two  parties.  Gonfalonier, 
Government,  and  people  had  also  to  be  won  over ; 
for  the  course  at  least  stood  open  to  them  of  setting 
fire  to  the  city,  and  giving  themselves  up  to  death. 

Malatesta  simply  conmnuiicated  to  the  Govern- 
ment what  had  taken  place.  The  nobles  fell  into 
Buch  fury,  that  they  wished  to  whip  the  bearers  of  the 
meEsage  back  again,  with  their  hands  bound  behind 
them.     Grown  calmer,  they  resolved  upon  a  written 
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reply.  Tliey  declared  that  Malatesta  should  lead 
them  to  battle,  —  that  his  honor  required  it.  Mala- 
testa upon  tliis  petitioned  for  his  dismissal.  It  was 
resolTed  to  meet  h^  demand.  The  written  docu- 
ments were  dated  the  8tli  August.  The  disoussion 
desired  was  communicated  to  him  in  the  most  hon- 
orable form ;  and  at  the  same  time  he  was  ordered  in 
the  strongest  terms  to  leave  the  city  with  the  troops. 
Upon  this  he  fell  into  a  fury.  He  strnclc  the  messen- 
ger through  his  breast  with  the  dagger,  who  brought 
to  him  the  letter  from  the  Government.  The  citi- 
zens, who  were  on  the  watch  for  every  insignificant 
event,  rose  to  avenge  the  outrage.  Tlie  gonfalonier 
took  up  arms;  and  the  attack  commenced  on  the 
bridges,  towards  which,  from  the  other  side,  Mala- 
testa directed  his  cannons,  while  he  threatened  to 
open  the  gates  to  the  troops  of  Ferrante  Gfonzaga. 
Soldiers  fought  aghast  soldiers,  citizens  against  citi- 
zens ;  for  many  of  the  soldiers  had  gone  over  to 
the  gonfalonier  within  the  last  five  days,  and  had 
pledged  themselves  with  sacred  oaths  to  the  utmost ; 
while  more  and  more  of  the  citizens  joined  Malar 
testa,  to  fight  with  him,  if  necessary,  against  the 
Government.  And,  besides  all  tiiis,  there  were 
the  Imperialists  without,  who  began  to  perceive  that 
Florence  was  not  to  be  given  into  their  hands,  and, 
like  furious  vultures,  swarmed  round  the  dead  body 
which  they  dared  not  touch. 

Tiie  contest  was  on  the  point  of  beginning  in  the 
(aty.  It  needed  only  that  the  gonfalonier  ^ould 
mount  liis  horse  for  the  signal  for  storming  the 
biii^es  to  be  given ;  but,  at  the  last  moment,  he  was 
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perEuaded  by  his  friend  to  make  a  final  attempt  at 
peaceful  ncgotiatiou. 

Girolami  yielded ;  and  this  turned  the  scale. 

The  citizens  had  heen  ready  to  die,  but  still  to 
wait,  to  delay  fighting  for  two  days !  Perhaps,  had 
they  not  been  so  completely  starved,  they  might  have 
done  so.  But  suddenly  the  power  failed  them.  A 
citizen  was  dispatched  to  Malatesta  from  the  palace. 
Kight  approached.  The  citizens  were  to  assemble 
on  the  square  under  the  standards,  to  mount  guard. 
Tliey  came  not.  A  loss  of  energy  had  begun,  which, 
like  sleep  after  many  wakeful  nights,  fell  like  a 
leaden  weight  upon  men ;  and,  looking  motionless 
on  events,  they  stirred  no  longer  to  arrest  them. 

The  standards  remained  alone  on  the  square. 
Tlie  men  who  had  just  before  wished  to  rush  into 
death  ventured  not  to  set  foot  in  the  streets ;  and,  so 
long  as  foreign  troops  were  in  the  city,  no  soldier 
ventured  by  night  to  leave  the  quarter,  and  to  show 
himself:  and  thus,  without  striking  a  blow,  Malatesta 
was  suddenly  master  of  Florence.  Such  was  the  end 
of  the  freedom  of  Florence.  On  the  evening  of  the 
8th  August,  1530,  its  last  spark  expired ;  and,  in 
the  night  which  followed,  further  proceedings  were 
organized  at  will  by  the  followers  of  the  Medici. 
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CHAPTER  ELEVENTH. 

1580—1634. 

Ketum  of  the  Medicsean  Power — Reconciliation  with  the  Pope- 
Work  in  the  Sacristy  —  The  Aurora — Ancient  Art  contrasted 
with  Modern  —  The  Dawn,  the  Evening  Twilight,  the  Mght  — 
Aleosandro  dei  Medid,  Hereditary  Lord  of  Horence  —  Negotia- 
tion with  the  Duke  of  Urbino  —  Journey  to  Rome,  and  new 
contract  respecting  the  Monument  —  Increased  Work  in  the 
SacriBly— The  Citadel  of  Florence — Erection  of  the  Herculea 
Gronp  at  Bandinelli— Deatit  of  Clement  TH. 

/~iN  tlie  9th  August,  the  Government  proclaimed 
^— ^  that  every  one  was  fi^ee  to  lay  down  arms,  and 
to  attend  to  his  aEEkirs.  On  the  10th,  those  citizens 
who  had  joined  Malatesta  demanded  the  liberation 
of  flie  political  prisoners.  Sixty-five  noblemen  re- 
gained their  liberty.  Malatesta  ordered  the  Domini- 
can to  be  arrested  who  had  preached  most  furiously 
against  the  pope.  He  wished  to  make  Clement  an 
acceptable  present  of  the  man,  who,  conveyed  to 
Rome,  and  placed  in  the  Castle  of  St.  Aiigelo,  was 
slowly  to  starve  away  in  dirt  and  misery. 

The  people  now  broke  open  the  prisons ;  and  who- 
ever was  within  received  liberty.  The  cry,  Palky 
paUe!  again  resounded  through  the  streets.  The 
form  of  capitulation  was  discussed  anew.  They  still 
persisted  in  ibis,  —  that  liberty  must  be  preserved, 
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and  that  the  emperor  should  definitively  decide  re* 
specting  the  arrangement  of  affairs. 

A  faint  touch  of  energy  seized  those  who  had 
fought  for  freedom,  when,  on  the  following  day,  the 
four  amhasaadors,  sent  by  the  Gfovemment  with 
authority  to  settle  affairs,  had  gone  to  Ferrante 
Gonzaga.  Armed  citizens  assembled  in  front  of  the 
palace.  Scarcely  had  this  reached  the  knowledge 
of  those  about  Malatesta,  who  possessed  a  kind  of 
military  post  in  the  southern  city,  than  they,  too, 
appeared  on  the  square  with  naked  weapons.  Var- 
cbiis  of  opinion,  that  it  would  have  come  once  more 
to  a  general  contest ;  but  the  citizens  who  had  first 
appeared,  dispersed,  and  the  others  kept  the  field. 
At  evening  the  ambassadors  returned  from  the  busi- 
ness they  had  dispatched.  On  the  11th,  the  capitu- 
lation was  accepted ;  on  the  12th,  it  was  signed. 
The  army  outside  received  eighty  thousand  scudi. 
Within  two  days,  all  whom  he  designated  were  to  be 
delivered  up  to  Gonzaga,  to  the  number  of  fifty 
persons.  Malatesta  watched  the  city  until  further 
commands  arrived  from  the  emperor.  Otherwise 
all  was  to  be  forgotten  and  forgiven.  Such  was  the 
end.  Whoever  possessed  the  least  amount  of  expe- 
rience knew  that  the  whole  capitulation  might  be 
gathered  into  one  sentence,  —  the  pope  treated  the 
city  according  to  his  own  pleasure,  and  took  revenge 
on  his  enemies  whenever  he  could  get  possession  of 
them.  Whoever  could  escape,  escaped, —  the  greater 
part  to  Venice  and  France.  Many  also  concealed 
themselves  in  the  city.  In  churches,  monasteries, 
and  houses,  there  were  hiding-places  enough.    Every 
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house  had  at  that  time  a  place  of  concealmout,  just 

as  it  possessed  its  secret  store-chambers  for  times  of 
plague  and  famine. 

Michael  Angelo  also  kept  himself  concealed.  While 
his  house  in  the  street  of  the  Ghibellines  was  repeat 
edly  searched,  he  was  living  iu  the  bell-tower  of  San 
Nicolo  oltra  Arno,  in  the  southern  part  of  the  city, 
not  far  from  the  gate  leading  to  San  Miniato.  He 
had  thus,  it  seems,  held  his  post  to  the  last. 

The  Medici  now  slowly  advanced.  They  only 
succeeded  with  difficulty  in  restraining  and  getting 
rid  of  the  army  before  the  walls,  who  were  furious 
at  the  refusal  of  plunder.  The  Spaniards  and  the 
German  soldiery  fought  a  regular  battle  between 
their  camps.  By  night,  however,  they  mutually 
attacked  the  city,  and  were  obliged  to  be  bloodily 
repulsed.  Out  of  revenge,  they  prevented  the  sup- 
plies. It  was  scarcely  possible  to  procure  provisions. 
There  was  no  harvest  this  year.  The  land  round 
about  was  devastated,  and  the  small  cities  had  been 
impoverished  by  Florence  herself.  Here,  after  so 
many  citizens  bad  been  killed,  or  had  died,  or  es- 
caped, executions  began,  and  the  prisons  were  again 
filled.     Girolami  was  poisoned  in  the  tower  of  Pisa. 

The  20ih  August  was  the  first  day  of  the  new 
rule.  Baccio  Valori  bad  the  great  bell  sounded, 
and  the  parliament  convoked.  Twelve  men  received 
absolute  power  to  give  the  city  a  new  constitution. 
This  office  was  assigned  to  the  most  declared  adhe- 
rents of  the  Medici.  On  the  12th  September,  Mala- 
testa  left  the  city ;  a  trmn  of  wagons  following  him, 
to  carry  away  whatever  he  had  obt^ed  for  himself. 
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The  artmery  also  was  given  to  him  as  a  present 
The  Gennaii  soldiery,  who  formed  part  of  the  be- 
sieging army,  marched  in  as  a  papal  garrison.  It  is 
again  their  humanity  which  is  commended.  Nai'di 
relates  how  they  succored  Florentine  women  and 
children,  who,  driven  by  hunger,  ventured  abroad, 
and  attacked  the  Italians,  who  wished  to  fall  upon 
them. 

Thus  the  Medici  at  length  were  i^in  masters. 
But  what  they  possessed  was  no  longer  the  old 
Florence.  The  rich,  proud,  luxurious,  haughty, 
free  city,  surrounded  by  suburbs,  villas,  and  flourish- 
ing gardens,  had  become  a  fable  which  would  be 
told  to  those  who  came  subsequently  into  the  world, 
as  a  tale  of  decayed  and  magic  glory.  As  Rome 
was  changed  in  form  and  spirit  for  all  ages  after 
1527,  so  was  Florence  after  the  year  1530 ;  and 
henceforth  she  was  without  the  power  of  drawing 
from  her  own  resources,  which  had  hitherto  been 
her  glory,  and  the  source  of  her  freedom. 

Michael  Angelo's  name  was  too  great  for  them  to 
venture  to  incur  the  ignominy  of  either  killing  such 
a  man  or  throwing  him  into  prison.*  Besides  it 
helonged  to  the  policy  of  the  pope  to  keep  up  the 
appearance  of  having  had  all  that  was  distdnguished 
on  his  side  during  the  war  E^ainst  the  city.  To  this 
appearance  he  adhered.  The  war  had  been  only  an 
insurrection  of  the  noblest  families  of  the  second 
rant  against  those  who  stood  in  the  first.  And,  in 
conformity  with  this,  the  sentences  also  were  carried 

o^t. 

•  See  Appendix,  Note  XXI. 
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Freedom,  security,  and  the  continuance  of  the  old 
commissions  upon  the  old  conditions,  were  oiiered 
to  Michael  Angelo,  if  he  would  come  forward.  At 
length  lie  came  forth  from  his  concealment,  and 
proceeded  quietly  to  his  work  for  the  sacristy.  Dur- 
ing the  siege,  the  scaffolding  had  been  broken  down 
and  used  for  fuel.  Michael  Angelo  let  the  building 
rest  at  first,  and  chiselled  the  figures  for  the  monu- 
ments. He  exerted  himself  with  morbid  haste.  He 
killed  himself  with  work.  With  such  labor  did  he 
carry  on  his  work,  that  within  a  few  months  he  had 
placed  in  niches  in  the  wall  the  four  colossal  figures 
which  lie  on  the  stone  coffins  at  the  foot  of  the 
statues  of  Lorenzo  and  Giuliano.  He  had,  it  is 
true,  completed  none  entirely ;  but,  unfinished  as 
they  are,  they  have  excited  the  admiration  of  men 
from  the  date  of  tlieir  origin  up  to  the  present  time. 
They  are  the  greatest  things  produced  by  Michael 
Angelo  as  a  sculptor. 


His  design  was  to  represent  time  symbolically ; 
and,  in  four  different  figures,  he  portrayed  Morning, 
Evening,  Day,  and  Night.  Taken  in  pairs,  as  they 
are  grouped  on  the  sarcophagi,  each  pair  gains  a 
new  significatiou.  For,  as  the  two  figures  at  the  foot 
of  Lorenzo  represent  the  perfect  contrast  between 
life  and  death, — in  the  one  the  utmost  power  of 
the  man.  Day  being  portrayed  as  a  powerftil  human 
figure ;  in  the  other,  defenceless  powerlessness,  ideal- 
ized by  a  woman  sunk  in  sleep,  —  so  Evening  Twi- 
light and  Early  Dawn,  at  the  foot  of  Giuliano,  exhibit 
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the  passage  of  the  soul  &om  the  one  state  to  the 
odier.  The  manly  figure  sinking  into  rest,  his  eyelids 
seeming  to  droop,  is  a  symbol  of  farewell  in  death ; 
the  woman  casting  off  hei-  slumber,  seeming  to  feel 
the  new  light  almost  like  pain,  is  a  symbol  of  the 
waking  into  immortality  from  the  sleep  of  death. 

This  figure,  L'Aurora  di  MichelAgnolo,  is  the 
most  beautiful  of  aU.  It  is  also  the  most  finished. 
For  whilst,  in  the  others,  the  heads  are  only  roughly 
designed  (Michael  Angelo,  it  seems,  worked  generally 
at  the  countenance  last),  every  line  of  the  face  in 
tliis  one  possesses  a  spiritual  meaning  of  its  own. 

She  is  lying  outstretched  on  the  gently  sloping  side 
of  the  lid  of  the  sarcophagus.  Not,  however,  resting, 
but  as  if,  still  in  sleep,  she  had  moved  towards  us ; 
BO  that,  while  the  upper  part  of  the  back  is  still  re- 
clining, the  lower  part  is  turned  to  us.  She  is  lying 
on  her  right  side ;  the  leg  next  us,  only  feebly  bent 
at  the  knee,  is  stretcliing  itself  out ;  the  other  is  half 
drawn  up,  and  with  tiie  knee  bent  out,  as  if  it  was 
stepping  forward  and  seeking  for  sure  footing.  This 
leg,  from  the  thigh  to  the  point  of  the  foot,  is  wonder- 
fully executed.  The  other  foot  is  not  quite  finished 
at  the  toes. 

The  right  arm,  on  which  the  bust  might  have 
leant,  seems,  effortless  and  weary,  to  have  been  only 
a  casual  support.  The  shoulder  is  pressed  forward. 
The  face,  completely  turned  to  us,  is  bent  gently 
back  with  the  expression  of  the  deepest  despondency. 
The  other  arm  is  rmsed  over  the  left  side,  with  the 
elbow  sharply  bent ;  the  hand  is  thrust  back  upwards, 
and  the  fingers  rest  in  the  folds  of  a  veil,  aa  if  she 
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inteuded  to  draw  it  over  her  eyes,  as  a  protedaon 
against  tlie  brightness  of  day.  It  is  strauge,  how, 
with  Michael  Angelo,  the  motives  recui.  In  the 
paintings  of  the  Sistine  Chapel,  where  the  creation 
of  the  sun  and  moon  is  represented,  we  see,  among 
the  child-angels  surrounding  the  flying  form  of  God, 
one  drawing  a  fold  of  the  far-flying  mantle  over  his 
face,  as  a  protection  from  the  brightness  of  the 
luminary,  wliich,  touched  by  the  hand  of  the  Creator, 
flames  forth  for  the  first  time. 

It  would  be  a  vain  effort  to  describe  the  beauty 
of  the  body,  which  Michael  Angelo  has  left  without 
di'apery ;  for  the  veil  surrounding  the  head  couceale 
no  more  tlian  the  hair  would  cover.* 

Vasari  says  that  tliis  work  eclipses  every  thing 
which  lias  been  produced  even  by  ancient  art. 

This  is  a  verdict  which  seems  somewhat  on  a  par 
with  the  assertions  of  the  French,  by  whom  the 
tragedies  of  Cornellle,  Racine,  and  Voltaire,  are 
ranked  above  those  of  the  old  poets.  It  is  true,  that, 
in  Vasari's  time,  Greek  statues  were  scarcely  known. 
The  majority  of  the  works  in  marble  found  at  that 
time  belonged  to  the  latter  period  of  Greek-Roman 
art.  To  have  surpassed  these  would  be  a  more 
moderate  prmse  for  such  a  man  as  Michael  Ajigelo. 
But,  assuming  tliat  Vasari  had  seen  all  with  which 
we  are  acquainted,  and  still  expressed  the  same 
opinion,  in  what  would  he  have  erred?  What  attri- 
butes give  precedence  to  the  works  of  the  Greeks 
before  those  of  Michael  Angelo  ? 

If  we  heard  it  said  of  a  modern  artist,  tttat  he  had 
■>  See  Appendix,  Note  XXn. 
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even  equalled  the  works  of  (he  Greek  ulasters,  the 
Venus  of  Milo  would  rise  before  us  in  her  divine, 
smiling  beauty,  in  derision  of  all  other  statues  which 
we  might  try  and  place  beside  her.  She  —  I  speak 
of  her  alone,  because,  darkened  and  scratched,  with- 
out nose  and  arms,  she  still  outshines  all  others 
—  she  stands  there  so  triumphantly,  that  it  seems 
impossible  to  compare  a  work  of  more  modern  sculp- 
ture with  her.  If  we  were  to  place  beside  her  the 
Aurora  of  Michael  Angelo,  the  different  ages  in  which 
they  were  produced  would  be  expressed  by  them. 
Indeed,  had  Michael  Angelo  given  his  statue  a 
siinilar  position ;  if  they  both  had  the  same  propor- 
tions, and  were  formed  of  the  same  stone,  —  still, 
broken  in  pieces,  and  mixed  up  together,  a  ghmpse 
would  be  sufficient  to  distinguish  the  work.  A 
wonderfnl  and  unavoidable  compulsion  is  possessed 
by  artists,  to  infuse  their  age  into  their  works ;  and, 
as  we  say  that  the  Greeks  felt  differently  to  the 
Italians,  so  in  sculpture  of  different  periods  we  per- 
ceive a  distinction  that  admits  of  no  mistake. 

The  human  body  has  indeed  been  always  the  same 
among  the  nations  of  Caucassian  race ;  but  the  mode 
of  viewing  things  has  changed,  and  with  it  the  idea  of 
perfect  representation.  The  ideal  has  no  standard; 
but,  as  the  word  itself  implies,  it  is  the  appearance 
of  an  object  in  contrast  to  what  really  exists.  The 
ideal  varies,  just  as  the  mind  of  man  is  &ee  or  not 
free,  and  his  eye  practised  or  unpractised.  The  ideal 
may  be  compared  to  the  picture  of  a  woman,  as  it 
appears  before  the  mind  of  one  who  is  fascinated  by 
her.    That  which  he  who  lores  her  beholds,  is  a 
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representation  of  beauty  apparent  to  his  eye  alone. 
The  ideal  of  man  is  that  of  a  perfect  figure  uuattained 
and  unattainable,  hovering  before  the  eyes  of  aii 
entire  people,  embodied  as  one  mau.  In  the  same 
way  we  say  "  the  German,"  and  mean  all  Germans. 
Such  a  being  is  composed  of  infinite  parts.  What- 
ever a  man  feels  to  be  most  beautiful  in  person,  and 
most  noble  in  mind,  he  imparte  to  it.  Nothing  im- 
perfect is  permitted  in  connection  witli  it.  Hence, 
as  the  countless  eyes  of  a  people  become  more  and 
more  practised  in  recognizing  what  they  consider 
perfection,  just  as  at  the  present  day  in  England 
there  are  thousands  who  can  decide  with  acuteness 
even  to  the  most  minute  details  respecting  the  value 
of  a  horse,  the  more  difficult  will  it  be  to  arrive  at  a 
conmion  decision  respecting  the  different  parts,  and 
the  more  strictness  will  be  observed  in  ejecting  that 
which  falls  short  of  their  demands. 

An  image  of  such  corporeal  perfection  hovers  less 
distinctly  before  us,  who  live  in  the  present  day,  than 
before  the  Greeks,  The  distinction  which  we  make 
between  man  and  man  relates  to  his  mental  con- 
dition ;  our  ideal  lies  in  the  inner  power,  in  the  fixed 
character  of  the  man :  among  women,  it  lies  in  what 
we  call  the  womanly,  the  attractive,  and  the  happy 
qualities.  We  almost  separate  mind  and  body.  We 
are  obliged  to  enter  into  the  feeling  of  pictures  and 
Btatues,  before  we  can  appreciate  them :  at  first  sight 
they  seem  to  be  nothing  more  than  the  veil  of  the 
mind  within. 

"  The  first  sight  of  beautiful  statues,"  said  Winck- 
elmann.  "  is,  to  him  wlio  has  feeling,  like  the  first 
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view  of  the  open  sea,  in  which  the  eye  is  dazzled  by 
its  infinity ;    but,  by  repeated  contemplation,  the 

mind  grows  calmer,  and  the  eye  more  steady,  and 
we  pass  from  the  whole  to  the  detail."  So  much 
composure  and  long  consideration  was  required  even 
by  him,  who  was  endowed  beyond  all  others  with  the 
quality  of  perception.  At  the  time,  however,  when 
the  best  statues  of  the  Greeks  were  produced,  num- 
berless eyes  had  given  long  years  of  labor  h)  the 
contemplation  of  the  human  body.  To  discern  its 
perfections  was  a  holy  exercise.  We  might  say,  this 
perception,  and  the  effort  to  realize  that  ideal,  was 
the  task  of  the  Greek  people. 

Hence  the  unusual  delicacy  of  their  taste,  and  the 
almost  inconceivable  ability  with  which  their  artists 
knew  how  to  satisfy  it.  If  the  attention  of  a  people 
is  once  awakened,  one  mind  is  sharpened  by  that  of 
another  into  the  keenest  acuteness.  Like  musicians 
at  the  present  day,  who  at  once  so  strongly  perceive 
the  character  of  a  melody  sung  or  played,  however 
impossible  it  may  seem  to  the  unpractised  ear,  that, 
where  it  sounds  false  to  them,  they  feel  themselves 
jarred  as  if  a  carriage  was  jolting  over  a  stone ;  so, 
in  Greece,  an  entire  people  criticised  the  outline  of 
the  human  form,  and  regarded  the  most  insignificant 
lines  in  its  representation  as  parts  of  the  whole  figure, 
judging  from  them  the  degree  of  capacity  possessed 
by  him  who  was  fashioning  it.  And,  because  this 
consideration  related  not  merely  to  the  material 
frame,  but  to  the  entire  man,  —  to  language,  mind, 
character,  and  all  that,  which,  as  a  manifestation  of 
human  existence,  is  capable  of  higher  perfection, — 
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they  adhered  constantly  in  the'  plastic  art  to  that 
which  was  coimeeted  with  all  these  attributes.  A 
statue,  as  au  object  of  public  criticism,  was  to  the 
Greeks  what  to  a  portion  of  our  pubhc  a  poem  or  a 
symphony  is,  in  which  there  may  not  be  a  word  nor 
a  note  unfilled  with  the  spirit  of  the  author,  and  one 
single  empty  phrase  in  the  middle  of  a  great  work 
is  felt  and  censured. 

"We  can  only  surmise  what  an  image  of  their  own 
beauty  presented  itself  to  the  mind  of  the  Greek  peo- 
ple, when  they  regarded  themselves  either  in  reality 
or  in  the  works  of  art.  While  men  and  women  of 
good  society  are  with  us  always  well  dressed,  the 
Greeks  were  accustomed  to  their  own  unclothed 
bodies,  and  felt  themselves  fi'eest  and  best  when  they 
wore  as  few  garments  as  possible.  By  this  means, 
while  with  us  only  the  movement  of  the  counte- 
nance, and  at  times  of  the  hands,  are  a  mirror  of 
the  feehngs,  with  them  the  whole  body  was  the 
expression  of  the  soul  within.  They  knew  how  to 
interpret  every  line.  Every  movement  had  its 
meaning.  They  saw  in  the  muscles  of  the  naked 
man  what  we  see  in  the  present  day  in  the  wrinkles 
of  the  brow.  And  this  knowledge  was  so  familiar  to 
every  eye,  that  the  artists  possessed  more  through 
what  they  knew  without  learning,  than  tliey  can 
obtain  with  us  as  tlie  first  groundwork  by  acute  ob- 
servation and  labor. 

And  hence  came  the  freedom  with  which  the 
Greeks  handled  the  material  which  they  fashioned 
into  fojm.  As  poets  often,  instead  of  expressing 
things,  only  intimate  them  so  ingeniously  in  their 
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verses,  that  we  imagine  we  understaQd  them  more 
eurely  bo,  than  if  they  stood  hefore  ns  in  printed  let- 
ters ;  so  we  see  every  thing  expressed  by  the  Greek 
artists  plainly,  yet  with  few  touches.  They  leave 
out  the  incidental  without  our  missing  it.  Often  they 
give  only  tlie  bare  muscles,  as  if  the  skin  and  the 
flesh  under  it  had  been  torn  away ;  often  they  make 
the  surface  appear  as  smootlily  worked  as  if  nothing 
lay  below  it.  Then  again  their  treatment  of  bronze 
and  marble  is  different.  And  lastly,  according  to 
the  kind  of  marble,  the  conception  of  the  forms  va- 
ried. Coarser  stone  was  treated  differently  to  finer. 
In  the  coai'ser,  there  were  smoother  surfaces,  lighter 
shadows,  softer  edges ;  in  the  other,  deeper  cluael- 
ling,  sharper  corners,  and  more  delicate  shading  of 
the  surface.  The  same  artistic  feeling  of  just  treat- 
ment was  possessed  by  the  Greeks  throughout  every 
thing,  both  with  regard  to  the  material  and  the  sub- 
ject ;  so  that  almost  all  works  of  importance,  which 
are  preserved,  exhibit  some  variety  in  tlie  mode  of 
treatment.  One  thing,  however,  is  conunon  to  all ; 
and  this  distinguishes  them  from  the  Roman  works, 
i.e.,  from  the  works  which  were  produced  centuries 
after  the  prime  of  old  Greek  sculpture,  by  later 
Greek  arlists  in  the  employ  of  the  Romans, — they 
all  seem  to  have  proceeded  from  a  direct  knowledge 
of  nature,  and  from  a  loving  contemplation  of  her. 

What  are  these  works  compared  with  those  of  a 
man  who  found  no  school  to  guide  him  at  the  out- 
set, and  no  people  to  estimate  him?  What  could 
the  solitary  Michael  Angelo  do  compared  with  those 
masters  whom  every  thing  helped  forward?     One 
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thing  compensated  to  him  to  a  certain  extent  for 
this  loss  :  he  found  a  school  of  painting  whose  works 
afforded  him  much ;  he  found  some  antiques  in  the 
garden  of  the  Medici,  and  at  Rome,  from  which  he 
studied  the  works  of  the  old  masters.  He  had, 
moreover,  patrons  who  gave  him  employment.  But, 
taking  all  together,  what  a  pitiful  dowry  in  compari- 
son with  that  bestowed  on  the  Greek  sculptors !  He 
stood  alone,  and  used  his  best  powers,  that  he  might 
but  obtain  firm  footing.  He  found  no  rules  of  art, 
no  previous  works  in  any  way  available.  With  Mi- 
chael Angelo,  the  study  of  anatomy  was  revived. 
He  was  obliged  to  discover  for  himself  that  ideal, 
to  find  which  the  whole  of  Greece  had  labored,  and 
to  represent  it  from  his  own  resources.  How  the 
muscles  of  the  body  are  to  be  formed;  how  they 
move  and  change  with  years ;  where  individuahty 
ceases,  and  uuiversality  begins,  —  all  this  he  had  to 
observe,  and  had  no  master  ftom  whom  he  could 
learn  it.  He  alone  understood,  at  first,  the  deUcacy 
with  which  he  fashioned  his  work.  He  studied  the 
ancients ;  but  he  imitated  nothing.  Wholly  indepen- 
dently, Michael  Angelo  advanced  forwards. 

That  by  such  a  course  he  did  not  arrive  at  that 
to  which  the  Greeks  had  attained,  is  natural.  But 
since  his  genius  was  so  mighty,  and  his  power  for 
work  so  inexhaustible,  ho  knew  how  to  create  a 
world  for  himself;  and,  though  the  sohtude  in  which 
he  lived  deprived  him  of  much,  it  nevertheless  pro- 
cured him  some  advantages. 

He  worked  more  unconcernedly  than  the  ancient 
masters   had   done.      Public   opinion,  exercised   to 
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such  an  unliniited  extent,  was  a  check  upon  them. 
They  were  obliged  to  conform  to  it  on  many  points, 
They  could  neither  ignore,  nor  could  they  escape, 
the  influence  of  what  had  been  done  before  them, 
and  what  took  place  around  them.  Michael  Angelo 
was  fettered  by  nothing.  As  no  path  lay  before  him 
which  others  had  cut  out,  he  remained  unbiassed  in 
the  choice  whither  he  would  turn.  He  imitated 
accidental  positions  in  the  naked  figure  with  an  ac- 
curacy which  the  Greeks  never  obtained.  He  chis- 
elled wrinkles  in  the  skin  which  would  have  been 
impossible  to  an  antique  sculptor;  he  represented 
protuberant,  compressed  muscles  in  the  arm  rigidly 
and  strongly,  as  no  antique  work  has  done,  though  the 
same  position  may  have  been  chosen,  and  though 
nature  is  in  accordance  with  Michael  Aiigelo's  con 
ception.  The  Greeks  always  adhered  to  a  certain 
line,  and  avoided  or  softened,  in  artistic  work,  what- 
ever went  beyond  it.  Michael  Angelo  knew  of  no 
restriction ;  and  this  reliance  upon  his  own  authority, 
without  being  checked  by  any  considerations,  is  the 
last  reason  to  he  assigned  for  the  difference  between 
his  works  and  those  of  the  Greeks. 

Like  the  Greeks,  we  also  separate  the  stages  of  life. 
Cliildhood,  boyhood,  youth,  manhood,  and  old  ^e, 
have  their  characteristics,  —  evidenced  first  of  all  in 
the  physical  condition.  Yet  we  judge,  when  we  usd 
them,  less  according  to  the  outward  appearance  than 
to  the  character.  The  Greeks,  however,  had  formed 
an  ideal  scale  for  physical  representation,  according 
to  which  certain  periods  of  life  were  taken  as  the 
centre  of  fixed  epochs,  and  were  adhered  to  by  the 
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artists.  There  is  in  boys,  at  three  or  four  years  old, 
a  time  of  shooting  up,  when  tliey  grow  tliin  and 
slender.  I  have  never  found  this  produced  by  Greek 
sculptors.  Such  periods  of  development  and  growth 
occur  again  after  the  vigorous  boyish  age :  this,  also, 
they  have  passed  over.  Tlie  Greeks  always  produce 
only  the  prime  of  the  human  form,  at  least  in  those 
works  whicli  have  reached  us. 

Michael  Angelo,  on  the  contrary,  worked  after  his 
models,  without  caring  whether  the  figure  was  the 
representative  of  a  definite  period  of  life,  such  aa 
the  Greeks  hitended.  His  statues  have  an  individual 
cliaraoter  about  them.  His  Bacchus,  his  earliest 
Roman  work,  lacks  the  slightest  breath  of  tliat  fin- 
ished exuberance  in  which  tlie  Greeks  fashioned  their 
young  divhiities.  The  Cupid  in  the  Kensington 
Museum  in  London,  which  belongs  to  the  same 
period,  seems  produced  in  the  same  spirit.  A  de- 
scription of  it,  sent  to  me,  points  out  impartially  this 
very  thing,  and  furnishes  thus,  at  the  same  time,  a 
proof  of  the  genuineness  of  the  work.  The  David 
and  the  Dying  Captive  for  the  tomb  of  Julius  are 
conceived  in  the  same  individual  manner.  They 
represent  stages  between  boyhood  and  youth,  the 
portrayal  of  which  makes  a  strange  and  unwonted 
impression  upon  us,  from  the  fact  that  our  eye  has 
been  more  schooled  by  the  sight  of  antique  works 
than  by  those  of  nature.  In  the  David,  I  have  often 
remarked  this  to  others  as  well  as  to  myself.  That 
which  appears  strange  to  us  in  it,  is  imputed  to  the 
contradiction  between  the  extremely  youthful  form 
and  the  colossal  size  of  the  statue.     That  this  is  not 
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(Jie  true  ground,  is  evinced  by  the  still  more  colossal 
statues  of  Ajitinous,  which  present  nothing  strange 
to  us,  because  we  are  familiar  with  this  conceptioa 
by  the  habit  of  looking  at  it. 

But  going  through  the  works  of  ancient  art,  so  far 
as  they  have  reached  us,  from  the  earliest  Greek 
works  to  the  later  imitations  of  Hadrian,  we  find 
none  which,  as  in  the  David,  combines  such  a  strong, 
almost  thick  head  with  such  a  slim  and  even  slender 
figure,  and,  lastly,  with  such  large  hands  and  feet. 
Nature  permits  such  a  combination  of  contradictions. 
This  very  union  of  awkwardness  and  agility  distin- 
guishes a  certain  age ;  and  nothing  could  be  more 
characteristic  than  Michael  Angelo's  David,  if  he 
was,  as  the  Bible  describes  him,  at  once  a  youth  and 
a  hero,  —  a  shepherd's  boy,  more  dexterous  than 
strong,  like  a  horse  which  has  not  yet  entirely  lost 
the  colt-like  feeling  in  his  limbs. 

Michael  Angelo's  adherence  to  nature,  when  ob- 
eerved  independently  of  other  considerations,  is  still 
more  striking  in  his  female  forms.  As  Homer  makes 
Penelope  or  Helena  always  appear  in  blooming 
youth,  however  numerous  their  years  may  be  proved 
to  be  by  the  calculation  of  events,  so  the  Greek  sculp- 
tors exhibit  their  women  in  the  soft,  pliant  form  of 
their  early  beauty.  This  was,  perhaps,  because 
among  Greek  women,  after  the  disappearance  of 
youthful  brilliancy,  the  transition  to  age  was  too  sud- 
den to  be  at  all  capable  of  representation.  Michael 
Angelo,  however,  chiselled  what  he  saw,  —  the  elab- 
orate, coarser  muscles  of  later  years.  He  seems, 
indeed,  to  have  preferred  them.    He  knew  not  bow 
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to  invest  his  figures  with  a  maiden-Hke  tenderness , 
he  ahnost  always  aims  at  the  colossal  female  form, 
His  Roman  models  may  have  been  to  blame  for  tliis. 
The  Roman  ladies  early  exhibited  a  kind  of  power 
in  their  aspect,  which  makes  its  way  also  into 
Raphael's  works.  In  his  paintings  he  endeavors  to 
soften  this ;  but  in  his  studies  it  appears  unveiled. 
Michael  Angelo's  women  are  do  Iphigenias,  but  seem 
more  like  sisters  of  Lady  Macbeth.  And  thus 
Michael  Angelo's  Dawn  is  no  Greek  figure,  —  such 
as  the  sleeping  Ariadne  in  tlie  Vatican,  or  the  Niobe, 
—  but  a  Roman  woman,  as  far  removed  in  her  form 
from  the  antique  as  the  naked  female  figures  of 
Diirer  and  the  German  school  were  from  Michael 
Angelo  himself. 

We  will  take  the  Venus  of  Milo  as  the  embodied 
ideal  of  the  greatest  sculptor.  What  does  he  say  to 
U8  in  his  work?  Not  only  does  the  countenance 
^eak,  but  every  thing  speaks  in  her  from  the  armless 
shoulders  downwards ;  all  the  lines  round  the  body 
and  bosom  are  mirrored  before  us,  as  the  verses  of 
some  exquisite  poem  linger  in  the  ear.  And  what 
do  they  say  ?  Just  what  Homer  and  .^schylus  and 
Sophocles  say,  —  legends,  charming  poems  of  the 
beauty  of  a  people  who  have  vanished,  and  of 
the  splendor  of  their  existence ;  enchanting  us  when 
we  long  to  dream ;  making  us  increasingly  happy 
when  happiness  is  around  us :  merry,  lovely,  serious, 
thundering  music,  but  bringing  neither  happiness 
nor  love  nor  terror  itself  into  our  soixls.  No  verse 
of  Sophocles  or  Pindar  affects  us  like  Goethe  and 
Siakespeare ;  no  remembrance  is  awakened  of  the 
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ideal  in  our  own  breast,  when  Antigone  speaTis 
and  acts,  or  when  we  look  at  the  Venus  of  Milo. 
Magnificent  forms  they  are,  but  still  shadows,  which, 
unlike  the  living  type  of  our  own  day,  appear  no 
longer  formed  of  flesh  and  blood  when  we  place 
beside  them  Goethe's  Iphigenia  or  Shakespeare's 
Juliet,  in  whose  words  we  seem  to  listen  to  the  ex- 
pression of  love  which  would  enchant  us  from  the 
lips  we  loved  most.  From  the  eyes  of  Raphael's 
Madonnas,  glances  come  to  us  which  we  understand ; 
but  who  ever  hoped  for  that  in  Grecian  statues  ? 
The  Greeks,  who  worked  for  themselves  and  their 
age,  cannot  fill  our  hearts.  Since  they  thought  and 
wrote  and  carved,  new  world-exciting  thoughts  have 
arisen,  under  the  influence  of  which  that  work  of  art 
must  be  formed  which  is  to  lay  hold  of  our  deepest 


A  strange  coldness  is  breathed  forth  from  the  his- 
tory of  the  ancient  world.  The  masses  appear  to 
us  cold  as  shady  woods  in  the  hot  summer ;  single 
individuals  seem  solitary  and  unconnected  with  the 
rest.  In  spite  of  the  vast  deeds  which  enthusiasm 
prompts  them  to  accomplish,  they  infuse  this  feeling 
into  me.  The  life  that  they  lead  has  something 
motionless  in  it,  like  the  progress  of  a  work  of  art. 
I  see  characters  of  such  a  fixed  stamp,  that  our  own 
appear  eclipsed  by  the  contrast ;  hut  that  is  wanting, 
which  is  the  element  of  our  own  day,  which,  in  its 
extreme,  becomes  fanaticism,  melancholy,  despon- 
dency ;  and  which,  in  a  less  degree,  we  call  a  dispo- 
sition of  the  naind,  a  longing,  and  foreboding.  They 
live  and  die  without  scruple ;  and  their  phUosophj 
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never  frees  itself  from  mist,  to  lose  itself  in  mist 
again.  No  feeling  of  unsatisfactory  lon^g  makes 
them  desire  death  as  an  admission  to  higher  thoughts ; 
but,  taking  farewell  of  life,  they  hid  farewell  likewise 
to  the  sun,  and  descend  calmly  into  tlie  cool  twilight 
of  the  lower  world.  It  is  as  if  a  breath  of  that 
shadowy  repose,  into  which  they  tlien  sink  com- 
pletely, had  encircled  them  even  in  life,  and  liad  kept 
their  thoughts  uniformly  fresh.  They  knew  nothing 
of  the  restless  impulse  ■which  impels  us  to  meet 
uncertain  events ;  they  knew  nothing  of  that  which 
Goethe  calls  the  "  dulness  "  of  his  nature,  the  alter- 
nating up  and  down  into  distinct  and  misty  percep- 
tion, the  sadness  which  the  sight  of  aught  completed 
awakens  in  the  soul.  They  felt  none  of  this,  —  none 
of  this  swaying  liither  and  thither  by  destinies  within 
none  of  this  seeking  after  repose,  at  discord  with 
themselves,  with  society,  and  with  the  tlioughts  of  the 
time.  Their  estimation  of  things  was  always  clearly 
defined ;  and  the  thoughts  of  those  who  felt  otherwise 
were  like  single  clouds  which  never  obscured  the  sun 
to  the  entire  people,  nor  darkened  their  sky.  What- 
ever Greek  sculptor  wished  to  fashion  beauty,  repre- 
sented her  as  an  immortal  being  witli  an  eternal 
fimile.  He  knew  not  that  shuddering  feehng  of  the 
transitoriness  of  the  earthly,  which  snatches  from 
oar  souls  the  delight  we  experience  at  the  sight  of 
beauty. 

Dark  clouds  form  with  us  the  background  to  the 
brightest  production.  Our  masters  have  a  greater 
affinity  with  us  than  those  of  the  ancients.  Goethe 
and  ShaJcespeare  are  indispensable  to  me ;  I  would 
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give  up  the  ancient  poets  for  them,  if  1  had  to 
choose.  And  so,  too,  I  would  not  exchange  Michael 
Angelo  for  Phidias.  It  would  be  as  if  I  were  to  give 
up  my  own  child  for  a  stranger,  though  the  strange 
one  might  appear  fresher,  stronger,  and  more  bril- 
liant. This  inner  affinity  is  of  course  the  only  thing 
which  raises  Michael  Angelo  above  the  Greeks.  To 
me  it  nevertheless  surpasses  all  other  considerations. 
Wherever  his  art  may  be  compared  with  that  of  the 
Greelcs,  it  stands  lower :  but,  wherever  the  compari- 
son ceases,  there  is  an  advance ;  and,  in  the  Aurora, 
this  is  stamped  most  purely.  In  the  Last  Judgment, 
Michael  Angelo  has  represented  in  every  stage  tliis 
half-unconscious  rising  from  sleep,  and  restoration  to 
thought ;  while,  in  the  Dying  Slave,  he  has  portrayed 
the  sinking  into  the  dream  of  death.  In  the  whole 
range  of  sculpture,  I  know  nothing  finer  than  the 
countenance  of  this  youth.  In  the  Aurora,  the  feel- 
ing that  fills  her  shines  forth  from  every  movement, 
wherever  we  look  at  her,  "We  see  her  struggling 
against  an  intense  weariness  of  body  and  mind  ;  she 
has  already  supported  herself  on  her  arm,  and  ia 
partly  raised ;  she  has  placed  her  foot  to  step  for- 
ward, and  sinks  back  again.  How  magnificently  has 
Michael  Angelo,  in  the  movement  of  the  left  arm, 
expressed  the  stretching-out  of  the  limbs  at  waking 
The  elbow  ia  raised,  and  the  hand,  extended  over  the 
shoulder,  lays  hold  of  the  folds  of  the  veil.  An  en- 
tire symphony  of  Beethoven  Kes  in  tliis  statue," 

A  casual  circumstance  strengthens  the  symbolical 
meaning  of  this  figure.    Michael  Angelo  saw  in  thia 

*  See  Appendix,  Kote  SXIIL 
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the  principal  difference  between  sculpture  and  paint- 
ing ;  that  the  sculptor  produces  an  effect  by  taking 
away,  and  the  painter  by  adding.  He  said  of  worka 
in  clay,  that  they  were  rather  a  kind  of  painting. 
Stone  must  be  ireely  handled ;  the  Email  model  is 
only  a  help  to  the  memory.  Michael  Angelo  con- 
sidered a  marble  statue,  not  as  the  copy  of  a  statue 
in  clay,  but  as  something  complete  from  the  first, 
which,  concealed  witliin  the  stone,  was  released  by 
the  chisel  from  the  covering  that  veiled  it.  "  The 
greatest  artist,"  he  says  at  the  beginning  of  one  of 
his  sonnets,*  "  can  devise  nothing  that  does  not  lie 
within  a  single  block  of  marble,  concealed  under  the 
surface  which  covers  it  with  superfluous  stone.  And 
the  hand  alone  which  is  obedient  to  the  mind,  can 
give  it  form." 

But,  in  the  statue  of  the  Dawn,  the  otherwise  per- 
fectly finished  limbs  are  in  some  places  lost  in  the 
rough,  thick  marble ;  and  the  figure  seems  to  us  to  be 
stru^ling  forth  from  the  stone.  And,  no  one  haviug 
come  to  liberate  it  completely,  the  truth  of  the  idea 
is  proved, —  how,  without  tlie  hand  and  without  the 
mind  which  it  obeys,  the  marble  must  for  ever  retain 
the  form.  This  idea  must  have  often  come  before 
Michael  Angelo  in  liis  work. 

"  As  when,  0  lady  mine  I  with  chiselled  touch, 

The  stone  nnhewu  and  cold. 

Becomes  a,  liring  mould. 
The  more  the  marble  wastes,  the  more  the  statue  giowa ; 
So,  If  the  working  in  my  soul  be  such, 

•  See  AppsuiUx,  Note  XXIT. 
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That  good  is  but  eToWed  by  time's  dread  blows, 

The  vile  shell,  day  by  day. 

Falls  like  Buperduoufl  flesh  away. 
Oh !  take  whatever  bonds  my  spirit  knows ; 
And  reason,  rirtue,  power,  within  me  lay  !" 

These  yerses  were,  I  suppose,  written  to  Vittona 
Colonna,  and  belong  to  a  later  period ;  but  the  idea 
which  they  contain  was  peculiar  to  Michael  Angelo 
from  the  first  • 

The  sarcopha^,  on  which  the  four  figures  lie,  are 
oblong  stone  boxes,  resting  on  two  high  transverse 
supports.  The  lids  are  placed  flatly  upon  them,  so 
that  the  figures,  from  the  centre  downwards,  lie 
extended  on  both  sides  on  the  slightly  inclined  sur- 
face. Next  to  the  Aurora,  back  to  back,  rests  Even- 
ing Twilight,  il  erepuscoh,  a  male  figure,  according 
to  the  gender  of  the  Italian  word. 

Comparing  it  with  the  antique  works,  the  moment 
chosen  for  this  figure  is  almost  the  same  as  that  of 
the  Famese  Hercules.  The  limbs  are  more  full  and 
round  than  in  the  Laocoon ;  whilst  the  recumbent 
statue  of  the  Nile,  in  the  Vatican,  would  seem 
smooth  and  devoid  of  muscles  by  the  side  of  it. 

The  man  lies  there  prostrate  like  a  fallen  oak: 
we  should  have  to  use  a  lever  to  move  him  from  his 
place.  While,  in  the  Aurora,  the  bent  arm  on  which 
the  upper  part  of  the  body  reste  shows  the  possibility 
of  her  supporting  herself  and  of  raising  her  figure , 
the  arm  on  which  this  figure  lies  is  completely 
pressed  down  by  the  bust,  and  indicates  the  most 
profound  repose.  The  other,  stretched  out  to  its  fiill 
'  S*e  Appendix,  Note  XSV. 
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length,  reaches  the  upper  part  of  the  thigh  of  the 
left  leg,  which,  raised  at  the  knee,  crosses  the  thigh 
of  the  other  that  lies  below.  The  head  is  left  almost 
unchiselled ;  but  we  fancy  we  can  see  the  fece  buried 
in  the  beard,  with  the  brow  nodding  forwards. 

The  contrast  to  this  figure  is  that  on  the  opposite 
sarcophagi^, — the  Day,  il  G-iomo.  Instead  of  the 
front,  which  is  turned  to  us  in  the  other,  a  part  of 
the  back  is  visible  here.  One  shoulder,  strong  as  a 
block  of  rock,  is  pushed  forward ;  above  it  we  see  the 
face  lying  behind  it,  looking  upwards  with  a  keen 
glance,  surrounded  by  a  full,  Jupiter-like  beard ;  the 
hair  of  the  head,  however,  appearing  in  front  in 
thick,  tangled  locks.  In  the  statue  itself,  the  coun- 
tenance is  here  also  almost  entirely  lacking;  but 
the  small  model  is  preserved,  which  exhibits  in  deli- 
cate characteristic  work  all  that  was  intended  on  a 
larger  scale.* 

Next  to  11  Giomo  is  tlie  last  of  the  four  figures 
—  the  famous  statue  of  the  Night,  La  Notte  di  Mi- 
ohelagnolo,  that  work  known  by  name  to  all  who 
have  heard  of  Michael  Angelo.  Of  none  can  it  be 
asserted  with  so  much  justice,  that  he  alone  could 
have  produced  it. 

She  appears  completely  in  profile,  lying  stretched 
out  from  right  to  left.  What  first  strikes  us  is  the 
immense  thigh  of  the  leg  next  us,  which,  drawn  high 
up,  is  at  the  knee  almost  on  a  level  with  tlie  head, 
which  is  inclined  forwards ;  whilst  the  foot,  close 
beside  the  knee  of  the  other  more  extended  leg, 
treads  on  a  thick  bundle  of  pO])py  heads.  This  thigh 

•  See  Appendix,  Note  XXVI. 
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exhibits  a  colossal  amount  of  flesh.  But  what  a  sur- 
fece  it  has !  Greek  artists  would  never  have  omitted 
■  here  some  concealing  drapery :  Michael  Angelo  com- 
pensated for  this  by  representing  the  muscles.  There 
is  not  a  particle  that  does  not  appear  living;  and, 
surprised  as  we  feel  at  the  iirst  moment,  we  soon 
contemplate  the  work  with  admiration. 

But  yet  more.  By  raising  the  thigh  so  high,  the 
body  is  compressed  on  the  one  side,  and  we  see  four 
deep  wrinkles  running  across  it.  These  wrinkles 
have  been  often  subsequently  imitated ;  but  who, 
before  Michael  Angelo  produced  them,  would  have 
ventured  to  consider  tliem  as  at  all  representable  ? 

The  arm  lying  nearer  to  us  is  stretched  backwards, 
and  allows  room  for  a  piece  of  rock  to  form  a  support 
for  the  back  below  the  shoulders.  The  other,  on  the 
contrary,  rests  with  the  point  of  the  elbow  a^iost 
that  colossal  thigh ;  and  the  hand  forms  a  support 
for  the  head,  which  wo  see  in  profile,  and  which  is 
falling  forward  in  sleep.  It  is  not,  however,  the 
forehead  which  rests  on  it ;  but  it  is  with  the  dia- 
dem rising  above  it,  that  the  drooping  head  with 
its  closed  eyehds  supports  itself  against  the  back  of 
the  hand.  The  face,  unhappily,  lacks  more  delicata 
finish. 

It  is  really  impossible  to  describe  it.  The  position 
appears  so  complicated,  that  in  explaining  the  various 
parts  the  impression  of  the  whole  cannot  be  retained. 
The  attitude  is  nob  unnatural ;  only  we  are  thoroughly 
unaccustomed  to  see  nature  fixed  at  such  a  moment. 
The  figure  has  sometliing  immense  in  it.  The  chest 
is  broad ;  the  bosom  expansive,  full,  aad  strong,  but 
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still  small  in  proportion ;  and  all  the  muscles  on  the 
neck  and  shoulders  have  the  stamp  of  power  and 
size.  It  is  as  if  we  were  looking  at  a  gigantic  woniEin, 
who,  on  awaking,  would  begin  to  hurl  down  rocks ; 
before  whom  wild  beasts  would  creep ;  and  whom 
none  others  could  subdue  but  the  male  figure  of  the 
Day  by  her  side.  No  one  would  think  of  applying 
to  her  the  word  "  beautiful."  A  Greek  would  have 
gazed  at  her  as  at  the  image  of  a  Scythian.  One 
could  imagine  a  wild  Bacchante,  wrestling  with  lions, 
more  calm,  sweet,  and  gentle.  The  Aurora,  com- 
pared with  this  Night,  appears  less  colossal,  more 
harmonious,  more  maiden-like.  For  here  we  see 
nothing  but  a  woman,  strong  in  the  strongest  sense 
of  the  word,  without  a  touch  of  feminine  tenderness ; 
and  this  creature,  that  the  contrast  may  be  perfect, 
is  &llen  into  profound  sleep. 

In  the  rocks,  over  which  she  has  thrown  her  left 
arm,  a  mask  is  chiselled,  with  vacant  eyes  and  whim 
sically  hideous  features,  perhaps  representing  dreams. 
Under  the  raised  thigh,  we  see  an  owl  in  a  cave. 
Below  the  figure,  a  mantle  with  many  folds  is 
spread. 


These  figures  engaged  Michael  Angelo  from  the 
September  of  1530.  He  also  completed  the  statues 
of  the  two  dukes.  It  seems  tliat  all  six  pieces  were 
carried  on  equally.  Tlic  pope  received  with  satis- 
foction  the  reports  of  Figiovanni,  the  Prior  of  San 
Lorenzo,  whose  duty  it  was  to  superintend  the  build- 
up; of  the  saciisty ;   and  he  was  ordered  tc  treat 
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ft(icha:6l  Angelo  with  especial  condderation.     'Wliat- 

ever  money  was  required  was  to  be  paid  at  once, 
The  political  past  was  to  sink  into  oblivion.  In  one 
point  alone  they  saw  themselves  obliged  to  mortify 
Michael  Angelo  :  the  block  of  marble  was  restored 
to  EandineUi,  He  who  had  never  denied  his  ad- 
herence deserved  this  acknowledgment.  Besides, 
the  act  of  the  revolutionary  Government  was  not  to 
be  recognized.  It  would  have  been  a  political  mis- 
take to  have  made  an  exception  here ;  all  tlie  more 
as  the  decree  of  the  22d  August,  1588,  had  been 
drawn  up  intentionally  in  opposition  to  the  decisions 
of  the  Medici. 

Michael  Angelo  never  denied  his  views.  When 
the  statue  of  Night  was  exhibited  for  the  first  lime, 
the  following  lines  were  found  among  the  verses 
affixed  to  it,  according  to  the  custom  of  the  time : 
"  Night,  whom  you  see  slumbering  here  so  charm- 
ingly, has  been  carved  by  an  angel  in  marble.  She 
sleeps,  she  lives ;  waken  her,  if  you  will  not  believe 
it,  and  she  will  speak."  Angel  and  Angelo,  as  a  part 
of  Michael  Angelo's  name,  allow  a  double  meaning, 
which  in  this  manner  has  been  often  used  in  his 
praise.  The  author  was  Giovanbatista  Strozzi,  one 
of  the  most  decided  adherents  of  the  Medici,  who 
had  left  the  city  in  1529,  and  had  occupied  himself 
in  Padua,  during  the  war,  in  scientific  works.* 

Michael  Angelo  made  the  statue  itself  reply  to 
these  verses.  The  poem  runs  thus :  "  Sleep  is  dear 
to  me,  and  still  more  that  I  am  stone,  so  long  as 
dishonor  and  shame  last  among  as;  the  happiest 

•  See  Appendix,  Hole  XXYU. 
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iate  is  to  see,  to  hear  uotbiug ;  for  this  reason  waken 
me  not,  I  pray  yon  speak  geiiUy," 

"  Gmto  m'6  '1  Boniio,  e  piu  I'esaer  di  saaso, 
Mentre  che  'I  danao  e  la  vergogsa  dura; 
Non  veder,  non  sentir  m'  e  gran  yentuca ; 
Perb  non  mi  deetar,  deh  !  parla  baaso." 

It  is  not  possible  to  translate  this  into  verse.  As 
often  as  I  attempt  it,  the  grand,  simple  train  of 
thoughts  and  words  suffers  from  it.  Whoever  does 
not  understand  Italian  must  reUnquish  the  hope  of 
feeling  the  passion  of  anger  to  which  he  here  gives 
vent. 

It  seems  to  have  been  in  the  spring  of  1531,  that 
this  took  place ;  for  Baccio  Valori,  who  was  soon  re- 
called from  his  post  in  Florence,  had  seen  the  statue 
before  he  left  the  city.  If  we  consider  how  banish- 
ment at  that  time  hovered  over  any  one  who  even 
ventured  to  grumble,  we  may  estimate  the  foil  extent 
of  the  gloom  which  Michael  Angelo  ventured  to  ex- 
press in  these  verses.  He  worked  without  rest.  He 
was  in  a  sad  condition.  Not  to  mention  that  scarcity 
prevailed,  that  the  city  was  impoverished,  that  the 
plague  broke  out  with  renewed  violence,  —  public 
affairs  also  were  growing  worse  from  day  to  day. 
Any  watchful  eye  must  have  soon  perceived  whither 
the  pope  intended  to  carry  matters.  In  the  capitula- 
fion,  the  preservation  of  liberty  had  been  promised ; 
that  is,  of  an  independent  Government  formed  of 
citizens,  no  matter  of  what  party,  but  of  free  citizens : 
the  details  were  to  remain  conditional  on  a  union 
of  the  city,  the  pope,  and  the  emperor.  CSement 
thought  to  manage  things  otherwise;  and  the  course 
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wMch  he  took  was  chosen  -with  so  much  cunnii^, 
that,  although  it  was  seen  through,  he  attained  his 
end.  For  who  could  prevent  the  citizens  from  do- 
siring  from  the  emperor,  instead  of  liberty,  the  rule 
of  a  prince  ?  And  who  could  prevent  the  pope  from 
making  the  citizens  in  this  sense  follow  his  will? 

Clement  had  conquered  with  the  help  of  the  em- 
peror, at  the  same  time  also,  as  in  1512,  with  the 
lielp  of  his  party.  As  at  that  time,  there  were  among 
the  Palleski  men  of  wealth,  ambition,  and  energy, 
who  resisted  the  slightest  mention  of  the  dominion 
of  a  prince.  The  pope  used  them  to  subdue  the 
rebels,  and  ventured  to  do  nothing  which  could  give 
them  offence.  And  thus  it  was  soon  evidenced  that 
in  reality  every  thing  remained  as  of  old.  In  the 
palace  of  the  Medici,  Baccio  Valori  dwelt  as  the 
pope's  representative,  just  as  Cortona  had  done  three 
years  before.  He  at  once  succeeded  in  making  his 
authority  decisive  in  affairs  of  State.  The  citizens 
paid  him  court.  He  was  the  sovereign ;  hia  opinion 
was  obtained  in  the  smallest  matter.  Michael  An- 
gelo  himself  did  not  disdain  to  keep  him  in  favor 
with  his  family,  by  a  work  in  marble  which  he  in- 
tended for  him.  The  Apollo  in  the  Uffici,  atiU  in  a 
rough  state,  and  only  to  be  known  by  its  attitude,  — 
a  figure  three-quarter  size,  —  is  said  to  have  been 
begun  by  him  at  that  time  for  the  all-powerful  Va- 
lori. Very  soon,  however,  just  as  before,  only  this 
time  more  rapidly,  a  second  centre  of  public  affairs 
was  organized  in  the  palace  of  the  Government. 
Men  of  rank,  adherents  of  tlie  Medici,  aristocrats, 
men  held  in  the  same  estimation  in  Florence  as 
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PalmerstoD,  Clarendon,  and  similar  nobles  are  in 
England,  demanded  from  Valori  that  he  should 
repair  to  them  when  matters  were  being  regulated. 
If  he  would  not  do  this,  they  told  him  he  might 
remain  away ;  but  the  decision  rested  not  witli  him, 
but  with  them.  Tliese  nobles  were  in  nowise  in 
disgrace  with  the  pope.  Clement  could  not  do  with- 
out them,  so  long  as  they  were  powerful.  But  he 
wished  to  remove  them ;  for  his  intention  was,  that 
Alessandro,  his  son  or  nephew,  should  become  Duke 
of  Florence. 

From  the  manner  in  which  he  here  went  to  work, 
we  cannot  withhold  from  the  pope  the  praise  of  a 
cunning  political  deceiver.  He  took  the  task  in 
nand  according  to  all  the  rules  of  ai't.  Alessandro, 
already  promoted  Duke  of  Penna,  was  staying  with 
the  emperor  in  Flanders.  Tliere  was  no  mention 
of  him  made  in  Florence.  Clement  gave  the  city 
far  rather  to  understand,  that  his  design  was  to 
discover  the  most  truly  advantageous  and  worthiest 
constitution ;  and  he  begged  the  noblest  Palleski  to 
^ve  in  writing  their  ideas  on  the  subject.  But  he 
requested  each  separately !  This  trait  is  admirable  ; 
for,  instead  of  the  nobles  being  now  united,  and 
making  one  common  proposal,  each  considered  him- 
self the  most  influential,  and  a  whole  series  of  pro- 
jects were  sent  in.  One  contradicted  another ;  con- 
ferences on  the  matter  were  held  in  Rome;  and 
while  they  were  discussing,  examining,  remodelling, 
and  intriguing  there  against  each  other,  time  and 
scope  were  obtained  in  Florence  for  advancing  more 
powerfully  in  favor  of  the  actual  project. 


y  Google 


ALESSASDBO   DEI   UEDICI.  161 

Bacdo  Valori,  satisfied  with  the  Presidency  of  the 
Romagna,  quitted  the  city ;  and  Niccolo  Schomberg, 
Archbishop  of  Capua,  entered  upon  his  post.  Better 
acquainted  with  the  affairs  of  the  city  than  any  one 
else,  not  a  representative  of  the  Mediciean  party,  but 
a  ruler  attached  to  all  citizens,  and  considering  all 
interests,  be  knew  so  well  how  to  bring  ttie  minds 
of  the  people  info  the  tone  required,  that,  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1531,  Alessandro  dei  Medici,  absent  and  un- 
known as  he  was,  was  declared  by  the  Government 
capable,  on  account  of  his  distinguished  qualities,  of 
being  invested  with  all  the  offices  of  tlie  State.  Met 
by  envoys  on  the  frontier,  he  arrived  at  the  end  of 
June  with  a  splendid  train,  within  the  neighborhood 
of  Florence.  On  account  of  the  plague,  he  did  not 
enter  the  city;  but  he  received  in  Prato  the  four 
deputies  sent  to  testify  the  reverence  of  the  citizens. 
A  few  days  after,  an  envoy  from  the  emperor  ap- 
peared with  sealed  letters,  which  contained  tlie  final 
decision  respecting  the  form  of  the  Government  of 
the  city,  Alessandro,  splendidly  escorted,  entered 
Florence  with  him.  On  the  6th  July,  there  was  a 
solemn  sitting  in  the  palace  of  the  Government,  that 
the  will  of  the  emperor  might  be  read  aloud.  With 
loud  rejoicing,  the  citizens  received  Alessandro  at 
the  band  of  the  highest  ruler,  as  their  sovereign  for 
life,  with  the  right  of  legitimate  succession  for  his 
children  or  lawful  heirs.  The  duke  received  the 
homage  of  the  authorities,  and  proceeded  to  Rome ; 
while  Schomberg  continued  to  rule  as  if  no  change 
had  taken  place.     Thus  they  advanced  as  quietly  as 
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possible,  and  the  principal  matter  'was  always  treated 


At  this  time,  September,  1531,  we  find  the  first 
notice  of  Michael  Angelo  since  the  conquest  of  the 
city,  in  a  letter  addressed  to  Baccio  Yalori  in  Kome 
from  an  uncle  of  Antonio  Mini,  who  was  in  Michael 
Angelo's  service.  The  object  of  the  letter  is  to  leV 
the  true  explanation  of  his  condition  reach  the  pope. 
Michael  Angelo's  friends  seem  to  have  chosen  for 
tliis  task  a  man  whose  profession  was  not  letter- 
writing,  as  style  and  ortiiograpliy  evidence:  — 

"  A  faithful  servaDt,"  he  begins,  "  such  as  I  am,  should 
not  fail  to  commumcate  any  thing  which,  I  imagine,  might 
meet  with  the  especial  disapprobation  of  His  Holiness. 
And  this  respects  Michael  Angelo,  His  Holinesa'a  sculptor, 
whom  I  had  not  seen  for  many  months,  having  remained 
at  home  for  fear  of  the  plague ;  hut  three  weeks  ago  he 
came  twice  to  my  house  in  the  evening,  for  amusement, 
with  Bugiardini  and  Antonio,  my  nephew  and  his  pupil. 
Alter  much  conversation  upon  art,  I  determined  to  go  and 
see  the  two  female  figures,  and  did  so ;  and  in  truth  they 
are  something  quite  marvellona.  Tour  Excellency,  I  know, 
has  seen  the  first,  —  the  statue  of  Night,  —  with  the  moon 
overhead,  and  the  starry  sty;  but  then  the  other — the 
second  —  surpasses  it  in  beauty.  In  every  respect,  it  is  an 
extremely  wonderful  production ;  and,  at  the  present  mo- 
ment, he  is  working  at  one  of  the  two  old  figures,  and  I 
think  nothing  better  could  be  seen. 

•'  But,  since  the  above-named  Michael  Angelo  appeared 
very  thin  and  emaciated,  wo  spoke  together  about  it  very 
particularly,  —  I,  Bugiardini,  and  Mini,  for  both  are  con- 
stantly with  him ;  and  we  arrived  at  last  at  the  conviction, 
that  Michael  Angelo  would  soon  come  to  an  end,  if  nothing 
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were  done  to  preveiit  it,  because  he  works  too  much,  eats 
UtUe  and  badly,  and  aleepa  still  less,  and  for  a  month  has 
Buffered  much  from  rheumatism,*  headache,  and  giddiness ; 
and,  to  come  to  an  end,  there  are  two  evils  which  torment 
him, — one  in  the  head  and  one  in  the  heart;  and  in  both 
help  might  he  given  for  his  recovery,  as  what  follows  will 
show. 

"  As  regards  the  evil  in  the  head,  he  must  be  forbidden 
by  H'a  Holiness  to  work  in  the  sacristy  during  the  wiiUec : 
ibr  there  is  no  remedy  against  the  keen  air  there ;  and  he 
will  work  there  and  kill  himself':  and  he  could  work  in  the 
other  email  chamber,  and  finish  the  Madonna  this  winter, 
which  is  such  a  wonderfully  beautiful  work,  and  also  the 
statue  of  the  Duke  Lorenzo  of  blessed  memory.  In 
the  meanwhile,  the  marble  wainscoting  could  be  executed 
in  the  sacristy;  and  the  figures  already  completed  could 
be  placed  there,  and  also  those  partly  finished ;  and  these 
could  be  retouched  on  the  spot:  and  in  this  manner  the 
master  might  be  saved,  and  the  works  forwarded;  and 
every  thing,  if  it  is  bricked  up,  will  have  a  better  place 
than  crowded  together  under  the  roof.  Of  this  we  are 
certain,  —  that  Michael  Angelo  would  be  pleased  at  it, 
though  he  can  come  to  no  resolution,  which  I  gather  from 
the  iact  that  he  is  reproached  with  not  concerning  himself 
about  it-t  This  is  our  opinion  of  what  would  be  good  for 
him ;  and  His  Holiness  might  send  word  to  Figiovanni  to 
speak  with  Michael  Angelo  on  the  matter ;  and  we  are  con- 
vinced it  would  not  be  disagreeable  to  him. 

"The  evil,  however,  that  lies  at  his  heart,  is  the  matter 
with  the  Duke  of  Urbino :  this,  they  affirm,  robs  him  of 
repose ;  and  he  wishes  ardently  that  it  could  be  arranged. 
If  he  were  to  be  given  ten  thousand  ecudi,  he  cotdd  have 
no  bet^r  present.  His  Holiness  could  render  him  no 
*  S«e  Appendix,  Note  XXTm.  t  lUd.,  Nel«  TtTcn 
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greater  fiivor.  This  they  tell  me,  and  I  haye  heard  him 
Bay  it  times  innumerable.  His  Holiness  is  coaaiderate; 
and  I  am  certain,  if  Michael  Angelo  were  ruined,  he 
would  gladly  ransom  him  with  a  large  sum  of  money; 
and  especially  now,  wheo  he  works  so  laboriously,  he 
deserves  to  be  considered.  My  love  and  devotion  to  our 
master  have  made  me  write  thus  diffusely." 

How  closely  this  letter  brings  affeirs  before  us ! 
We  see  the  almost  old  man  —  for  he  now  lacked 
little  of  sixty — tormented  by  sorrow,  sick,  and  wil- 
fully contimiing  to  work  in  the  cold  and  freshly 
walled  place.  He  had  no  relish  for  food,  and  it  did 
him  no  good.  He  did  not  sleep.  His  head  suflfered. 
His  friends  thought,  with  alarm,  of  the  winter,  and 
contrived  how  tliey  might  prevent  him  from  working 
himself  to  death.  And,  in  the  midst  of  this  misery, 
he  had  just  completed  the  wonderful  figure  of  the 
Dawn, 

The  Duke  of  Ferrara  had  also  to  suffer  from 
Michael  Angelo's  desponding  state  of  feeling.  The 
Leda  had  progressed  so  far  during  the  siege,  that  it 
was  ready  to  be  delivered  up  a  few  weeks  after. 
Michael  Angelo  notified  this  to  the  duke,  who 
thanked  him  for  it  from  Venice,  at  the  end  of  Octo- 
ber, in  the  most  amiable  manner,  and  begged  him 
to  name  the  price  himself,  as  he  alone  knew  how 
to  estimate  the  labor  he  had  bestowed  upon  it.*  As 
a  nobleman  sent  to  receive  the  statue  did  not,  how- 
ever, deport  himself  quite  as  Michael  Angelo  thought 
fit,  he  broke  oflf  the  transaction  at  once,  and  gave  the 

•  3ee  Appendix,  Nota  XXS. 
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painting  to  Antonio  Mini,  It  was  almost  the  same 
as  if  he  had  thrown  it  out  of  the  window. 

Added  to  all  this  was  the  quarrel  with  the  Duke 
of  Urbino.  It  had  already  lasted  for  twenty  years. 
The  claim  on  the  part  of  tlic  Rovere  had  been 
proved.  The  matter  oppressed  Michael  Angelo  to 
the  heart.  He  solicited  the  pope,  as  well  ae  the  heirs 
of  Julius,  that  it  should  be  brought  to  a  conclusion. 
The  reproach,  however,  that  he  had  lost  his  time 
upon  other  works,  was  unjust.  Even  in  May,  1531,  he 
had  refused  a  pressing  offer  of  the  Duke  of  Mantua ; 
while,  earlier  still,  he  had  withheld  the  material  for 
the  mausoleum  from  Leo,  who  wished  to  have  it 
for  the  facade  of  San  Lorenzo.  But  he  had  received 
money,  and  had  produced  no  work ;  that  was  a  settled 
thing ;  and  bis  present  impulse  to  come  speedily  to 
an  agreement  arose  from  the  fear,  that  he  should 
perhaps  not  survive  the  winter,  and  that  his  heii-s 
would  in  that  case  be  entangled  in  an  unhappy  law- 
suit. 

Mini's  second  letter,  written  a  week  after  the  first, 
shows  that  the  pope  had  taken  the  communication  to 
heart.  VaJori  had  been  commissioned  to  take  steps 
both  as  regarded  Michael  Angelo's  health,  and  the 
settlement  with  Urhino.  "  To-morrow,"  writes  Mini, 
"is  a  holiday.  I  will  then  visit  him;  for  when  he  is 
at  work  it  does  not  do,  and  I  know  your  letter  will 
please  him.*  As  you  said,  make  the  attempt  to 
negoliate  with  bis  enemies :  true  people  and  money 
settle  every  thing ;  and  you  are  a  man  who  under- 
stands how  to  bring  about  greater  matters  than  this, 
*  See  Appendix,  Note  XXXI. 
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and  have  famished  proofs  of  it.  Would  to  God  that 
Michael  Angelo  had  set  out  at  once,  and  all  would, 
long  ago,  have  been  settled!  For  this  afiair,  as  it 
now  rests,  is  a  nail  in  his  coffin  (h  sotterrd  unpezno'), 
so  much  is  he  depressed  by  it.  He  lacks  the  courage 
to  cany  out  his  own  desires.  He  has  latterly  felt  a 
little  better." 

Michael  Angelo's  friends  were  therefore  of  opinion, 
that  he  had  managed  the  affairs  carelessly,  and 
ought  to  have  negotiated  at  once,  in  Rome,  with  the 
duke's  agents.  The  expression  is  significant,  that 
Michael  Angelo  was  pusillanimo  a  richiedere, — faint- 
hearted in  demanding.  Occasional  verdicts  of  this 
kind  reveal  much.  We  see  a  confirmation  of  his 
inability  to  come  forward  boldly  when  his  highest 
intellectual  interests  were  not  involved.  There  is  a 
tender-heartedness  and  modesty  iii  him,  revealing 
the  tenderness  and  sensitiveness  of  his  mind,  and 
exhibiting  in  their  true  light  instances  in  which  he 
was  severe  and  repulsive.  Self-defence  alone  com- 
pelled him  at  times  to  appear  unfeeling. 

The  a£^r  of  the  mausoleum  was  settled  by  Sebas- 
tian del  Piombo,  who,  at  that  time,  shared  with 
Bandinelli  the  favor  of  the  pope  in  Rome,  and  held 
the  lucrative  ofiice  from  which  his  surname  takes  its 
origin,  and  which  brought  him  in  yearly  five  hun- 
dred scudi.*  As  piombatore,  he  furnished  the  papal 
bolls  with  the  leaden  seal.  The  post  was  generally 
conferred  on  artists.  Sebastian  was  engaged  upon 
the  portraits  of  Baccio  Valori,  the  pope,  and  the 
yoimg  duchess  Caterina.  Staccoli,  the  duke's  agent, 
■  Sse  Appendix,  Note  XXXII. 
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had  applied  to  him  as  a  man  of  trust ;  and  the  letter 
is  extant,  which  was  written  by  him  to  Michael 
Angelo  about  the  middle  of  November. 

Sebastian  be^s  with  informing  him  of  his  posi- 
tion. "  If  you  were  to  see  me,"  he  writes,  "  as  an 
honorable  lord,  you  would  laugh  at  me,  I  am  the 
hnest  ecclesiastic  in  all  Rome.  Such  a  thing  had 
never  come  into  my  mind.  But  God  be  praised  in 
eternity !  He  seemed  especially  to  have  thus  decreed 
it.  And,  therefore,  so  be  it."  Then  follows  in 
detail  what  Staccoli  had  told  him  respecting  the 
matter  of  the  mausoleum.  The  duke  would  have 
preferred  if  Michael  Angelo  had  completed  the  mau 
Boleum,  as  had  been  stipulated  anew  after  Julius's 
death.  As,  however,  in  this  something  yet  remained 
to  be  paid  on  the  part  of  the  dute,  which  His  Excel- 
lency could  not  afford,  he  wished  that  Michael 
Angelo  should  make  a  new  design,  for  the  execution 
of  which  the  money  already  received  would  be  suf- 
ficient. He,  Sebastian,  had  rephed  to  this,  that 
Michael  Angelo  was  not  the  man  to  engage  in  draw- 
ings, models,  and  such  like.  There  were  only  two 
ways  of  brining  the  matter  to  an  end,  —  either  to 
break  up  the  contract  concluded  anew  after  the 
death  of  Pope  Juhus,  and  simply  to  leave  it  to 
Michael  Angelo's  free  will  how  and  when  he  would 
himself  work  for  ■  the  monument,  for  the  money 
already  paid  to  him ;  or  to  bring  about  a  new  con- 
tract, hy  which  Michael  Angelo  should  pledge  him- 
self to  have  the  monument  completed  by  others 
within  three  years,  at  the  cost  of  two  thousand  scudi, 
—  a  Bum  which  could  be  ndsed  upon  his  house  in 
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Borne.  He  had  now  to  declare  which  of  the  two 
proposals  he  preferred.  He  concluded  with  the 
promise  of  visiting  him  in  Florence  in  the  following 
summer.     The  letter  is  long,  and  badly  written ;  •  — 

"Mt  deak  Sbbastiano,"  —  replied  Michael  Aogelo, 
■ — "I  cause  yoa  too  much  trouble.  Bear  it  calmly,  and 
rBmember  it  is  always  more  glorious  to  raise  the  dead  to 
lifef  than  to  create  forms  which  only  seem  to  live  (tW^ 
than  to  paint).  Respecting  the  mauaoleum,  I  have  re- 
flected much.  There  are  two  ways  for  me,  just  as  you 
Bay,  to  fulfil  my  obligations, — either  to  do  the  work  myself, 
or  to  give  money,  and  let  others  work  on  my  own  account. 
I  must,  of  course,  adopt  that  of  the  two  ways  which  pleases 
the  pope.  He  will,  I  imagine,  not  wish  that  1  should  finish 
the  work,  because  then  I  could  not  work  for  him ;  it  must 
therefore  be  brought  to  this,  —  that  he  who  has  the  matter 
in  hand,  should  take  the  money,  and  have  the  work  execut- 
ed. I  would  fiimish  drawings  and  models,  and  whatever  is 
required ;  and  I  think  with  what  is  already  completed,  and 
the  two  thousand  ducats  which  I  would  add,  a  beautiful 
monument  might  be  made.  We  have  workmen  here  who 
would  do  it  better  than  I  should  myself.  If,  therefore, 
they  consent  to  this,  —  to  take  the  money,  and  to  continue 
the  work  on  their  own  account,  —  I  could  pay  one  thousand 
ducats  at  once,  and  the  remainder  subsequently.  Yet  let 
them  resolve  on  whatever  suits  the  pope.  If  they  are  for 
the  last  proposal,  I  will  write  respecting  the  other  thousand 
ducats,  how  they  shall  be  procured,  and  that  in  a  manner 
which  I  think  will  be  agreeable  to  them. 

"  With  regard  to  myself,  I  have  nothing  particular  to 
say :  only  this  much,  —  that  three  thousand  ducats,  which 
I  took  with  me  to  Venice,  became,  when  I  returned  !« 
I  xxxiiL        t  ind;  Note  xxxrv. 
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Florence,  fifteen  hundred;*  for  the  Government  daimed 
fifteen  hundred.  More,  therefore,  I  cannot  give.  Still, 
ways  will  be  found,  I  hope,  especially  whea  what  the  pope 
has  promised  me  is  taken  into  consideration.  These, 
Sebastiano,  my  dear  godson,  are  my  proposals;  aad  to 
these  I  must  adhere.  Have  the  kindness  to  take  cogni- 
zance of  them." 

Clement  decided  as  Michael  Angelo  had  supposed ; 
and  the  way  in  which  he  gave  him  to  understand 
this,  was  by  issuing  a  brief,  which  forbade  him,  on 
pain  of  excommunication,  to  touch  any  other  work 
than  that  on  which  he  was  now  engaged  for  the 
pope.  The  document,  which  was  full  of  choice  and 
flattering  expressions,  speaks  of  his  merits,  his  weak- 
ened health,  and  the  pope's  love  for  him.  We  feel, 
that,  in  drawing  it  up,  he  intended  to  say  things  that 
were  agreeable  to  him.  To  the  Envoy  of  TJrbino, 
Clement  represented  himself  as  inclined  to  give 
gladly  a  helping  hand  to  any  advantt^ous  accom- 
modation, and  promised  that  Michael  Angelo  would 
himself  bring  the  matter  to  a  conclusion  in  Rome. 
The  pope  had  not  at  first  wished  to  permit  this  jour- 
ney ;  but  Michael  Angelo,  who  saw  its  necessity, 
begged  urgently  for  permission  to  be  allowed  to 
come.  "  As  Michael  Angelo  wished  it,"  Staccoli 
informed  the  duke,  "  nothing  was  left  to  the  pope 
hut  to  agree."  Michael  Angelo  was  known  as  one 
to  wliom  nothing  could  be  refused.  Pope  Clement 
did  not  even  venture  to  sit  down  when  he  spoke  with 
Michael  Angelo,  for  fear  that  the  latter,"  unasked, 
would  do  the  same.    And,  if  he  ordered  Michael  An- 

•  See  Appendix,  Hote  XXXV. 
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gelo  to  put  oil  Ms  hat  in  his  presence,  it  was  prob- 
ably only  because  Michael  Angelo  would  not  long 
have  waited  for  the  invitation  to  do  so. 

Michael  Angelo's  wish  now  to  leave  Florence  was 
very  natural.  At  the  beginning  of  the  winter,  the 
duke  had  returned  there.  Like  his  father  and 
grandfather,  Alesaandro  belonged  not  to  those  who, 
as  had  been  usual  with  the  Medici,  went  to  work 
with  secrecy  and  hypocrisy.  As  little  as  these  had 
done,  did  he  conceal  that  he  intended  to  become 
absolute  sovereign  of  Florence.  Opposition  was  in- 
different to  him ;  hatred  did  not  frighten  him ;  he 
even  allowed  it  plainly  to  be  observed  upon  whom 
he  vented  his  dislike. 

What  the  origin  of  his  aversion  to  Michael  Angelo 
was,  we  know  not.  No  especial  grounds  were,  how- 
ever, required.  We  may  well  believe  that  Alessan- 
dro  would  not  have  allowed  Michael  Angelo  so  much 
liberty,  had  the  favor  depended  on  him.  The  "  mule 
square"  into  which  Michael  Angelo  had  wished  to 
transform  the  palace  of  the  Medici,  had  been  aimed 
at  him.  The  journey  to  Rome  now  presented  a 
good  opportunity  for  avoiding  the  now  sovereign. 
It  is  not  accurately  said  when  Michael  Angelo  left 
Florence.  He  probably  only  arrived  in  Rome  at  the 
beginning  of  March,  when  he  at  once  placed  himself 
in  communication  with  Staccoli,  and  endeavored  to 
give  such  a  turn  to  his  negotiations  with  Urbino, 
that  his  work  at  the  monument  might  prevent  hia 
returning  to  Florence. 

The  letters  we  have  quoted  show  the  state  of 
affairs.    Julius  II.  had  decided  upon  ten  thousand 
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ducats  for  the  whole  thing.  After  his  death,  in  the 
second  contract,  the  price  was  raised  to  sixteen  thou- 
sand ducats.  This  sum,  the  Rovere  now  asserted, 
Michael  Angelo  had  received,  had  applied  to  his 
own  advantage,  and  had  given  nothing  for  it.  Tliis 
was  the  reproach  which  stung  him,  and  took  away 
Itis  rest. 

Upon  the  production  of  the  receipts,  however,  it 
now  became  apparent  tliat  he  had  received  no  more 
than  five  thousand  ducats  at  the  most.  If  they 
wished  to  add  the  necessary  sum,  he  declared  he 
was  ready  to  complete  the  monument  as  agreed  in 
the  second  contract.  The  pope,  however,  told  liim 
to  his  face,  that  it  was  pure  madness  to  imagine  that 
Urbino  would  pay  more  money.  Two  ways  now 
remained,  —  either  to  deliver  up  the  marble  works 
tliat  were  completed,  to  add  two  thousand  ducats, 
and  to  leave  the  duke  to  have  a  monument  com- 
pleted from  this  by  other  workmen ;  or  himself  to 
make  the  monument  as  good  as  he  could  for  the  five 
thousand  ducats  he  had  received.  The  former  plan 
would  have  been  most  agreeable  to  Clement ;  the 
second,  to  Michael  Angelo.  A  kind  of  middle  course 
was  chosen.  He  proposed  having  only  a  single  front 
wall  on  a  reduced  scale.  The  pieces  already  finished 
he  purposed  applying  to  tliis.  Six  of  the  statues  he 
would  execute  with  his  own  hand,  among  them  the 
Moses  and  the  two  captives  (the  bronze  parts  were 
to  be  omitted).  Within  three  years  the  whole  was  to 
be  coinpleted ;  and,  in  each  of  these  three  years,  he 
would  come  to  Kome  for  two  months,*  that  during 
•  See  Appendis,  Note  XXXVL 
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this  time  he  might  devote  himself  entirely  to  the 
work.  The  question  of  its  position,  in  which  church 
it  was  to  be,  was  to  be  decided  within  foiir  months. 
The  Church  of  St.  Peter  was  given  up ;  but  they  still 
hesitated  whether  Santa  Maria  del  Popolo,  or  San 
Pietro  in  Viucola,  was  to  be  preferred. 

The  contract  was  concluded  on  the  29th  April ; 
and,  on  the  next  day,  Michael  Angelo  returned  to 
Florence  by  order  of  tlie  pope,  to  continue  Ms  work 
at  the  sacristy.  For  the  first  time,  he  was  now 
obliged  to  depart  from  his  principle  of  not  allowing 
himself  to  be  helped.  He  brought  with  him  from 
ICome  a  sculptor  named  Moiitorsoli,  who  mider  his 
direction  had  made  a  statue  of  St.  Cosmo,  the  model 
for  which  Michael  Angelo  overlooked,  adding  head 
and  arms  entirely  trom  his  own  work.  MontorsoH 
helped  also  in  the  ornaments  of  the  ducal  statues ; 
Tribolo,  too,"  to  whom  the  two  naked  figures  were 
assigned,  which  were  to  be  placed  in  the  niches  to 
the  right  and  left  of  Lorenzo,  f  One  figure,  that 
of  "  Earth,"  with  extended  arms,  and  with  bent, 
cypress-crowned  head,  mourning  the  death  of  the 
duke;  the  otlier,  "Heaven,"  with  upraised  hands, 
and  a  snuling,  beaming  countenance,  greeting  his 
admission  among  the  blessed.  Montelupo,  a  third 
sculptor,  was  to  execute  St.  Damian,  as  a  correspond- 
ing piece  to  St.  Cosmo,  —  the  two  tutelar  saints  of 
the  Medici.  Acknowledged,  as  they  are,  as  works 
of  merit,  tiiey  yet  appear  stiif  in  attitiide,  and  heavy 
in  marble,  by  the  side  of  those  of  Michael  Angelo. 

Besides  these  tliree,  a   number  of  stone-mason? 

•  Sue  Appendix,  Note  XXXVII.         f  Ibid.,  Note  XXXVUI. 
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were  employed  on  the  architectural  parts  of  the 
marble  ornament.  Giovaimi  da  Udine  was  called 
upon  to  paint  the  ceiling.  Carvers  in  wood  made, 
under  Michael  Angelo's  direction,  the  shelves  for 
the  manuscripts  of  the  library ;  the  completion  of 
which,  however,  like  that  of  the  whole,  belonged  to 
the  following  decade.  For,  quickly  as  they  worked, 
nothing  was  hurried.  It  did  not  belong  to  the 
spirit  of  the  time ;  and  therefore,  when  the  work  was 
afterwards  suspended,  nothing  was  finished. 

We  ought  to  have  the  interior  of  the  sacristy 
accurately  before  our  view,  to  understand  the  artis- 
tic care  expended  on  it,  which  extended  to  the 
smallest  detail.  We  ought,  at  tho  same  time, — and, 
for  one  acquainted  with  Italy,  this  is  scarcely  possi- 
ble,—  to  forget  every  thing  wliicli  in  succeeding 
centuries  arose  from  imitation  of  tiiis  architecture, 
that  we  may  thoroughly  feel  the  originality  of  its 
creation.  Vasari  says  tliat  the  sacristy  of  San 
Lorenzo  is  the  beginning  of  a  new  style  of  archi- 
tecture. It  contains  the  elcmciite  from  which  end- 
less works  have  subsequently  emanated.  It  was 
the  beginning  of  that  wonderful  mixture  of  antique 
regularity  with  the  capricious  bizarrerie  of  modern 
times,  the  last  barren  fruit  of  which  was  the  rococo ; 
and,  at  the  same  time,  it  was  the  conclusion  of  the 
more  tender  manner  of  Bramante,  Raphael,  San 
Gallo,  and  Pemzzi,  who  adhered  closer  to  the  an- 
tique. It  is  difficult  to  bring  the  works  of  these 
four  masters,  and  their  followers  and  imitators,  into 
a  system ;  for  their  buildings  are  too  much  like  each 
other,  and  are  yet  again  too  different  in  many  points 
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to  be  classed  according  to  fixed  relations.  We  are 
obliged  to  take  hold  of  their  characteristics.  And 
then  it  becomes  apparent,  that,  whilst  we  see  in  them 
a  fii'ee,  but  ever  true,  imitation  of  the  antique,  the 
source  from  which  Michael  Angelo  drew  bis  crea- 
tions is  a  boundless,  self-supplying  fancy.  Regard- 
less how  it  came  into  his  mind,  he  made  use  of  all 
that  an  unusual  experience  had  amassed  within  him 
for  new  combinations,  and  added  to  what  he  imitated 
so  much  of  his  own,  that,  whilst  he  appears  as  the 
master  of  a  new  creation,  the  hands  of  his  imitators 
fiul  in  producing  from  it  any  thing  good.  For  the 
sacristy  of  San  Lorenzo  soon  became  to  sculptors 
what  the  Brancacci  and  tlie  Sistine  Chapel  were  to 
painters,  —  what  the  Pantheon  and  Colosseum  were 
to  architects,  and  the  Belvedere  at  the  Vatican  to 
statuaries.  Here  they  sat  and  copied,  and  fancied 
tbey  were  receiving  more  than  nature  and  the  an- 
tique could  offer  them." 

The  interior  of  the  sacristy  is  a  quadrangular 
space,  giving  the  impression  of  circumscribed  size. 
The  wall  opposite  the  narrow  and  insignificant  en- 
trance, which  is  placed  in  one  corner,  widens  into 
a  large  niche,  containing  an  altar  fashioned  after 
the  antique,  with  candlesticks  on  each  side,  both 
after  designs  of  Michael  Angelo.  The  wall  with  the 
door  is  ornamented  by  the  saints  executed  by  Mon- 
torsoli  and  Montelupo,  with  the  Madonna  between 
them ;  all  three,  if  we  may  use  the  expression, 
only  put  down  in  their  several  places.  The  prin- 
cipal things  are  the  two  other  walls,  also  unfinished, 

■  Sea  Appendix,  Note  XXXIX. 
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but  fiilly  calculated  to  let  us  feel  how  Michael  An- 
gelo  would  have  carried  out  the  whole* 

The  sarcophagi,  witii  the  figures  lying  on  thein, 
occupy  BO  much  space  in  breadth,  that  the  feet  of 
the  figures  almost  touch  the  strong  pillars  of  dark 
marble  forming  the  corners  of  the  sacristy.  Behind 
the  sarcophagi,  which  from  their  high  pedestal  stand 
light  and  slender,  the  lower  part  of  the  wall  is 
inlaid  with  marble.  At  a  height  easily  reached  by 
extending  the  hand,  a  bold  projecting  frieze  inter- 
sects the  wall,  and  forms  the  beginning  of  the  upper 
architecture.  The  heads  of  the  recumbent  figures 
rise  above  it ;  the  statues  of  the  dukes,  on  the  con- 
trary, rest  their  feet  on  it ;  each  sits  above  his  sar- 
cophagus, and  the  figures  lie  at  his  feet  to  the  right 
and  left.  The  union  of  the  three  figures  into  one 
group  wliich  thus  arises,  and  the  opposite  position 
of  the  two  groups  on  the  two  walls,  affords  a  mag- 
nificent sight,  the  real  ground  of  which  seems  not 
BO  much  the  marble  figures  in  themselves,  as  their 
perfect  harmony  with  the  architecture  of  which  they 
form  a  part.  Throughout,  we  see  Michael  Angelo 
acted  upon  by  this  one  true  idea, — that  architecture, 
painting,  and  sculpture  are  not  to  be  considered  as 
any  thing  separate,  but  are  only  to  be  fully  estimated 
in  their  true  value  when  they  can  be  employed  at 
the  same  time  in  the  same  place.  Had  the  sacristy 
of  San  Lorenzo  been  completed,  it  would  probably 
be  the  finest  example  of  the  truth  of  this  maxim. 

The  niches  with  the  dukes  are  bordered  by  double 
fluted  pilaaters,  two  on  each  side,  forming  the  archi- 

*  Sen  Appendix,  Nota  XL. 


y  Google 


1T6  LIFE  OF  MICHAEL  ASQELO. 

tectural  element  which  occupies  the  centre  of  the 
wall.  The  space  from  tliese  pilasters  to  the  pUlaru 
projecting  in  the  corners  of  the  sacriatj  is  again 
used  for  two  corresponding  and  shallower  niches, 
placed  like  windows ;  and  for  those  on  the  one  wall 
those  statues  of  Triholo's,  Heaven  and  Earth,  which 
were  never  executed,  were  designed.  What  was 
intended  for  the  other,  we  do  not  know.  The  capi- 
tals of  the  pilasters  in  the  centre  are  far  higher 
than  the  side  niches  with  their  cornice.  Ahove 
these  capitals  a  balustrade -like  ornament  crosses 
the  wall ;  and  ahove  this  a  large  projectmg  cornice 
of  dark  marble,  like  the  corner  pUlars,  upon  which  it 
rests  at  the  corners,  and  with  which  it  forms  a  fitune 
for  the  wall,  which  is  thus  closed  round  like  a  pic- 
ture executed  in  sculpture  aud  architecture.  The 
only  thing  which  in  this  arrangement  appears  a 
Uttle  bare  and  unfinished,  is  that  balustrade-like 
ornament,  Michael  Angelo,  however,  must  not  be 
charged  with  this.  His  intention  was  to  place  a 
trophy  in  the  middle  of  it,  over  each  of  the  two 
dukes.  These  were  already  begun  by  Silvio  Coreini, 
the  same  sculptor  who  had  worked  also  at  the  capi- 
tals of  the  pillars :  but  they  were  afterwards  left 
with  the  rest ;  so  that,  beyond  Vasari's  notice,  noth- 
ing but  a  corbel-like  projection,  over  which  the  tro- 
phies could  have  been  placed,  notifies  this  last  touch 
of  the  architecture. 

Above  the  cornice,  forming  a  square  round  the  top 
of  the  wall,  the  vaulted  ceiling  begins.  Giovanni  da 
Udine  had  begun  to  execute  it  in  stucco  and  gold, 
with  arabesques  of  masks,  birds,  and  leaves,  to  he 
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p^ted  in  gay  colors ;  he  himself,  and  maiiy  others 
under  him,  were  engaged  in  it.  The  work  had 
advanced  so  far  when  it  was  left,  that  it  would  only 
have  required  fourteen  days  to  finish  it.  At  the 
present  day,  nothuig  of  it  is  to  be  seen.  If  we  add 
to  this  the  unfinished  state  of  the  figures  on  the  sar- 
cophagi, and  the  empty  condition  of  the  four  niches 
of  which  we  spoke,  we  have  in  the  sacristy  of  San 
Lorenzo  no  completed  work  of  Michael  Angelo's,  but 
an  undertaking  only  half  carried  ont,  and  wliicb 
must  be  judged  as  such. 


In  April,  1532,  there  wi«  certainly  the  best  will  to 
complete  it  speedily.  In  June,  the  pope  doubled 
the  number  of  workmen  at  the  request  of  Michael 
Aiigelo.  At  the  beginning  of  September,  Michael 
Augelo  went  to  Rome,  and  sketched  his  third  design 
for  Julius's  mausoleum,  tlie  drawing  according  to 
which  it  was  at  length  finished.  He  could  only  now 
prepare  these  plans,  because  he  was  obliged  first  to 
take  the  measure  of  the  blocks  of  marble  conveyed 
to  Florence  in  1515,  and  because  the  high  tides  of 
the  Tiber,  which  occurred  in  November,  1531,  had 
placed  the  works,  which  were  left  in  Rome,  and 
which  were  intended  for  the  monument,  so  much 
under  water,  that  he  had  no  time,  during  his  short 
residence  there  in  the  spring  of  the  year,  to  examing 
whether  they  were  available  for  the  new  plans. 

In  the  beginning  of  1533,  he  returned  to  Florence. 
We  have  nothing  belonging  to  this  year,  but  the 
notice,  that  he  borrowed  a  horse,  in  September,  of 
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Sebastian  del  Piombo  (who,  every  s 
was  accustomed  regularly  to  visit  Florence),  to  ride 
to  San  Miiiiato  del  Tedesco  to  see  the  pope,  who  was 
on  his  way  towards  Genoa.  Caterina  dei  Medici 
was  to  be  married  there  to  the  eldest  son  of  Francis  I, 
Clement  went  by  Livorno,  where  he  embai'ked.  Ho 
did  not  come  near  Morence.  Since  the  siege,  he 
was  either  afraid  or  ashamed  of  setting  foot  again 
within  the  city.  For  this  reason  he  turned  off  from 
Siena,  westward  towards  Pisa.  San  Miniato  del 
Tedesco  lies  where  the  road  from  Siena  opens  into 
that  between  Florence  and  Pisa. 

It  was  perliaps  at  this  time  that  Michael  Angelo 
prepared  the  small  chapel  in  the  Church  of  San 
Lorenzo  which  was  to  receive  the  relics  given  by 
the  pope,  and  which  Moreni,  in  his  history  of  this 
church,  cites  as  a  work  of  Miciiael  Angelo's,  occur- 
ring at  the  beginning  of  the  third  decade  of  the 
century.  It  seems  to  be  only  an  unimportant  piece 
of  architecture,  for  which  Michael  Angelo  made  the 
design  at  his  leisure.  I  knew  nothing  of  it  when  I 
was  at  Florence. 

An  anecdote  related  by  Vasari  might  be  placed  at 
this  time.  Bugiardini,  whom  Michael  Angelo  calls 
a  good,  simple  being,  and  who  seems  to  have  run 
after  him  everywhere  like  a  faithful  dog,  was  at 
times  in  a  state  of  embarrassment,  not  merely  on 
account  of  lacking  orders,  but,  even  when  they  had 
at  length  reached  him,  with  regard  to  their  execution. 
In  both  cases,  Michael  Angelo  was  wont  to  help  him. 
Bugiardini  was  harassed  at  one  time  with  a  Martyr- 
dom of  St.  Catherine :  the  moment  chosen  was  that 
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ffhen  tiie  liglitning  shatters  the  instniments  of  tor 
ture,  and  scatters  asunder  the  executioner's  servants. 
He  requested  Michael  Angelo's  assistance  in  this, 
and  asked  him  to  sketch  in  tlie  foreground  some 
soldiers  struck  by  lightning,  Michael  Angelo  placed 
himself  before  the  pictm-e,  took  a  piece  of  charcoal, 
and  drew  a  number  of  naked  figures,  rushing  here 
and  there  in  the  boldest  fore-shorteuings.  Bugiai-dini 
thanked  him  heartily.  But  they  were  only  outlines. 
Tribolo  the  sculptor  was  now  called  upon  to  help. 
Michael  Angelo's  figures  were  modelled  by  him  in 
elay,  and  light  and  shade  were  thus  produced. 
■  Bugiardini  himself  then  worked  so  long  at  the  pic- 
ture, that  no  one  would  any  longer  perceive  that 
Michael  Augelo's  hand  had  touched  it.  This  picture 
also,  wliich  is  stni  in  Florence,  I  have  not  seen. 

We  lack  further  information  of  the  year  1533. 
Equally  so  of  the  following  one,  up  to  September. 
On  tlie  25th  of  that  month,  Clement  died,  and 
Michael  Angelo  at  once  discontinued  his  work  at 
the  sacristy  and  library  of  San  Lorenzo,  —  this  time 
never  again  to  resume  it. 

He  was  in  Rome.  Condivi  says,  that  it  was  or- 
dained by  heaven  that  Michael  Angelo  should  not  be 
in  Florence  at  the  pope's  death.  Aleasandro,  freed 
from  the  control  which  had  hitherto  restrained  him, 
would  have  made  him  feel  his  hatred.  For,  besides 
the  general  grounds  from  whicli  the  duke's  aversion 
to  him  sprung,  an  especial  motive  had  recently  been 
added. 

In  that  same  spring  of  the  year  1532,  when  Mi- 
chael Angelo's  contract  with  the  Duke  of  Urbino 
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had  been  brought  about  in  Rome  by  the  pope,  Cle- 
ment had  obtained  something  far  greater  in  another 
quarter. 

Alessandro's  appointment  to  be  hereditary  ruler 
of  the  city  was,  in  his  eyes,  only  a  transition  step. 
Not  a  Duke  of  Pemia,  but  a  Duca  di  Fireme  was  to 
rule  in  Florence.  Clement,  however,  knew  human 
nature.  It  was  better  that  the  citizens  should  solicit 
this  themselves,  than  that  the  emperor  should  ordain 
it.  Under  various  pretexts,  he  called  those  men 
to  Rome  whose  opposition  was  most  to  be  feared. 
Negotiations  again  began  in  the  Vatican  respecting 
that  which  they  regarded  as  the  ultimate  formation  . 
of  the  Florentine  constitution.  But  the  nobles  were 
now  aware  what  the  pope  wished ;  and  they  yielded 
this  time,  that  by  their  readiness  they  might  save  as 
much  for  themselves  as  was  to  be  saved.  And  thus 
it  was,  that  the  twelve  men  invested  with  dictatorial 
power  by  the  parliament  of  1530  now  elected  anew 
twelve  citizens,  called  reformers ;  and  by  these  Ales- 
Bandro  was  raised  to  be  hereditary  Duke  of  Flor- 
ence. 

This  was  followed  at  the  same  time  by  a  total 
change  of  the  civil  organization.  There  was  no 
longer  a  gonfalonier  and  Siguiory.  The  division  of 
the  city  into  quarters,  on  which  the  old  constitution 
had  absolutely  depended,  was  abolished.  The  offices 
resulting  from  this  division  were  done  away  with. 
The  guilds  were  at  an  end.  In  one  word,  the  in- 
dependent citizens,  organized  according  to  ancient 
usage,  were  transformed  into  an  equal  mass  of  de- 
pendent subjects ;  and,  as  a  still  greater  step,  all 
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l^tiinate  change  of  this  new  condition  was  cat  off 
for  all  future  time.  Michael  Angelo  must  have 
arrived  again  at  Florence  on  the  2d  or  3d  Maj, 
1532 :  on  the  1st,  Alessandro  had  been  appointed 
duke  in  the  palace  of  the  Government,  and  had 
passed  through  the  streets  amid  the  extravagant 
rejoicing  of  the  people. 

The  possibility  of  such  a  chai^  in  the  views  of 
the  Florentines  seems  scarcely  conceivable.  At  the 
least,  a  gloomy  silence  might  have  been  expected  as 
a  reply  to  this  act  of  violence.  Instead  of  this,  there 
was  delight  and  enthusiasm.  As  regarded  the  Pal- 
leski  of  rank,  the  pope  had  certainly  made  conces- 
sions to  them.  He  had  explained  to  them,  that  it 
was  not  his  intention  to  exclude  tlie  nobles  from  the 
Grovernment  of  the  city ;  that  this  only  ho  desired, 
and  must  desire,  that,  if  a  revolution  should  again 
occur,  the  Medici  should  not  be  again  alone  com- 
pelled to  withdraw,  while  their  party  came  to  an 
understanding  with  the  revolutionists.  His  fomUy 
had  been  hitherto  the  scape-goat ;  that  there  must 
be  an  end  to  it,  and  Alessandro's  elevation  was  the 
only  security  for  this.  The  Morenthie  nobles  were 
to  occupy  from  henceforth  the  position  of  peers.  In 
this  sense,  the  new  duke  made  his  appearance.  He 
was  the  most  amiable  of  companions  with  the  sons 
of  the  first  famihes.  They  were  with  him  in  the 
palace:  hunting,  games,  festivities  of  every  kind, 
followed  each  other ;  and  Alessandro,  who  surpassed 
the  best  in  physical  activity,  allowed  the  appearance 
of  a  distinction  of  rank  to  he  so  little  evident,  that 
the  pope  himself  was  displeased.     Schomberg  still 
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couducted  the  higher  matters  of  Governinent.  He, 
as  well  as  the  duke,  showed  himself  mild  and  acces- 
sible ;  decided  quickly  and  justly  in  matters  of  just^ 
ice ;  and,  in  affairs  of  importance,  never  acted  with- 
out taking  counsel  of  the  heads  of  the  great  houses. 
These,  consequently,  liked  tlie  change  of  the  Hepub- 
lic  into  a  monarchical  duchy.  And  uo  less  so  the 
multitude,  who,  politically  beyond  the  pale  of  the 
law,  had  gained  a  noble,  youthful,  and  mild  tyrant. 

The  city  was  ripe  for  being  tyrannized  over. 
While  Alessandro  restored  to  the  Pisans  the  privil- 
ege of  bearing  arms,  tlie  order  of  the  Florentines  to 
deliver  up  their  weapons  was  carried  out  on  pain  of 
death.  While  the  Florentines  had  formerly  sent 
their  citizens  into  the  subject  cities  to  maintain 
the  authority  of  the  Government,  troops  were  now 
brought  from  thence  to  Florence,  to  keep  watch  over 
the  citizens,  and  to  guarantee  public  tranquillity. 
There  was,  however,  uo  stir.  Those  with  whom  a 
rebellion  might  have  originated  against  such  an 
humiliation  of  their  native  city,  sat  at  home  either 
silent  or  humble,  or  went  far  away  into  exile,  from 
whence  to  utter  unavailing  curses. 

We  should  have  these  facta  before  us,  m  estimat- 
ing Macchiavelh'a  book  on  princes.  Such  things 
had  never  come  into  his  mind.  When  he  showed 
Alessandro's  father  the  way  to  make  himself  master 
of  the  city,  he  only  tliought  of  the  ruling  leader  of  a 
party.  Lorenzo  was  to  raise  himself  and  the  citizens 
of  Florence  into  a  power  governing  the  whole  of 
Itdy.  MacchiaveUi  perceived  that  Tuscany  was  too 
small  a  territory  for  Florence;    she   required   the 
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whole  {>eiiiu8ula.  Alessaadro  set  about  the  mattei 
more  practically.  He  wished  for  no  citizens  with 
him,  with  whom  he  should  share  the  authority,  and 
who  would  at  times  have  probably  ruled  him,  just  as 
much  as  he  ruled  them.  And  thus,  while  Macchiar 
velli  argued  that  it  was  disadvantageous  to  fortify  a 
capital,  the  new  duke  perceived  the  pressing  neces- 
sity for  building  a  citadel.  lu  order  to  hold  the 
Florentines  with  perfect  security  under*  foot,  he 
must  have  his  Castle  of  St.  Angelo. 

Michael  Angelo  might  be  of  use  to  him  here. 
Aleasandro  sent  to  him  Vitelli,  the  general  of  his 
mercenary  troops,  and  invited  him  to  ride  with  him 
round  the  city,  and  select  the  most  suitable  place 
for  the  fortress.  Michael  Angelo  replied  that  he 
was  in  the  pope's  service,  and  was  not  commissioned 
to  do  this.  Keapect  for  Clement  restrained  the  duke 
firom  manifestLug  his  displeasure  at  this  answer ;  but, 
after  the  24th  September,  1534,  he  would  have  taken 
his  revenge.  And  for  this  reason  it  was  well  that 
Michael  Angelo  was  in  Borne  at  that  time ;  and,  of 
course,  upon  no  condition  did  he  return  to  Flor^ 
ence. 

Two  things  he  saw  take  place  there,  which  might 
be  considered  as  symbols  of  the  complete  shipwreck 
of  all  his  hopes  for  Florence.  The  first,  the  lay 
ing  of  the  foundation  of  that  citadel  in  July,  1534 
the  building  of  which  was  completed  in  a  marvel- 
lously short  time  by  Antonio  di  San  Gallo,  the 
Eephew  of  the  two  San  Galli,  to  whom  Michael 
Angelo  was  indebted  for  so  much  in  his  youth.  •    The 

■  See  Appendix,  Note  XLI. 
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second  was  the  setting-up  of  Bandinelli's  group, 
which  was  conveyed  to  its  pedestal  opposite  the 
David,  on  the  1st  May,  1534. 

Just  thirty  years  had  elapsed,  since  Michael  Aii- 
gelo's  first  great  work  liad  filled  his  native  city  with 
amazement.  It  was  also  in  May  that  it  had  been 
carried  through  the  streets.  It  was  in  May,  wlien,  in 
Florence  at  the  feast  of  the  spring,  they  danced 
in  the  public  squares,  singing  songs  which  the  old 
Lorenzo  had  himself  written  for  the  citizens.  And 
what  a  work  now  occupied  as  an  equal  the  other 
side  of  the  gateway !  How  stiff  and  lifeless  the  Her- 
cules of  Bandiuelh  stood  there  with  his  elub !  how 
miserable  did  it  appear,  by  the  side  of  the  living 
work  of  the  man,  over  whom  the  bungUng  of  an 
intriguer  had  gained  the  victory !  There  are  works 
of  Bandinelli's,  dravrings  for  example,  the  skill  of 
which,  at  any  rate,  is  not  to  be  denied ;  but  what  is 
there  for  any  one  to  admire  in  this  group,  even  when 
predisposed  in  its  favor  ?  BandineUi  had  played  his 
cards  so  well  with  the  Medici,  that  he  carried  his 
point  in  every  thing.  He  lived  in  the  ducal  palace. 
He  allowed  no  posfniay  to  paes  by  without  sending 
ample  details  to  the  pope  in  Eome.  He  wrote  about 
every  thing:  Ms  letters  are  full  of  the  gossip  of  the 
city,  of  calumnies,  of  barefaced  requests  for  liimself. 
"When  Alessandro  came  to  Florence,  the  citizens 
demanded  Bandinelli's  removal.  He  hastened,  how- 
ever, to  Rome,  and  knew  how  to  represent  to  the 
pope  so  impressively  Ms  own  fidelity  and  devotion, 
and  the  baseness  of  his  enemies,  that  the  duke 
received  orders  to  take  especial  interest  in  this  much- 
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tried  man.  Under  these  eircuiastauces,  he  finished 
hie  work.  To  eflect  its  erection,  however,  he  was 
obliged  to  go  to  Rome  again ;  for  the  duke,  to  whom 
populaiity  was  of  consequence,  and  who  well  knew 
that  nothing  does  a  ruler  greater  injury  than  to 
manifest  want  of  taste  in  matters  of  art,  would  give 
no  order  for  the  erection  of  the  group.  The  pope, 
however,  wrote,  and  commanded  it.  There  was  now 
no  longer  an  opposing  will.  Antonio  di  San  (Mlo 
and  Baccio  d'Agnolo  built  the  scaffolding  for  its 
transport.  Scarcely  was  it  there,  than  a  torrent  of 
deriding  sonnets  and  bad  witticism  was  poured  forth 
upon  it.  The  scandal  became  so  bad,  that  the  duka 
ordered  some  of  the  poets,  whose  verses  surpassed 
all  bounds,  to  be  arrested.  BandineUi  had  no  cause 
for  complaint.  Besides  the  stipulated  payment,  he 
received  an  estate  as  a  present  from  the  pope. 

Among  the  reasons  why  Michael  Angelo  avoided 
returning  to  Florence,  even  in  later  years,  when 
Duke  Alessandro  had  long  been  dead,  Bandinelli's 
activity  there  is  alleged  as  one.  Indifferent  what 
master  he  served,  the  influence  of  this  man  increased 
more  and  more.  The  Medici  did  every  thing  for 
hun.  When,  after  the  death  of  Clement  VII.,  Alfon- 
so Ferrarese,  one  of  the  younger  sculptors  of  that 
period,  had  designed  a  monument  for  the  popes  of 
the  house  of  Medici,  from  a  sketoh  of  Micliael  An- 
gelo's,  and  was  on  the  point  of  setting  out  to  Carrara 
for  the  marble,  Bandinelli  managed,  by  an  intrigue 
of  the  Medicaean  ladies,  to  effect  that  the  order 
should  be  taken  from  Alfonso,  and  transferred  to 
bim,;  a  task  which  he  executed  badly  enough,  and 
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which  at  tlie  present  day,  standing  as  it  does  in  the 
Miuerva,  tends  to  Ms  own  dispraise.  But  his  envy 
of  Michael  Angelo  reached  its  highest  point  iinder 
the  government  of  Duke  Cosmo.  The  latter  reqiiired 
marble  for  a  monument  of  his  Mher,  and  asked 
Michael  Angelo's  permission  to  use  some  of  the 
blocks  lying  in  his  Florentine  atelier.  Michael  An- 
gelo granted  it ;  and  Bandinelli,  authorized  to  select 
the  blocks  suitable,  committed  tlie  crime  of  ordering 
some  sculptures  of  Michael  Angelo's,  which  stood 
there  already  begun,  to  be  cut  up  as  blocks. 

From  1534,  there  was  no  more  Florence  for 
Michael  Angelo.  The  rmfinished  figures  for  the 
monuments  could  not  entiee  him  back  again.  The 
facade  of  San  Lorenzo,  which  was  to  take  its  turn 
after  the  completion  of  the  sacristy,  was  given  up 
for  ever.  Hitherto,  though  he  had  often  been  do- 
tfuued  for  years  in  Rome,  he  had  always  felt  himself 
a  stranger  there,  and  at  home  at  Florence.  Prom 
henceforth  he  looked  upon  Rome  as  his  home. 
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CHAPTBE  TWELETH. 

Progren  of  Italian  Painting  from  the  be^nning  to  the  middle  of 
the  Sixteenth  Century  —  Leonardo  da  Vinci'a  Influence  —  The 
YenetJAua — Correg^o — Paul  III.  —  The  Last  Judgment  in 
the  Sistine  Chapel. 

THE  thirty  years  between  the  erection  of  the  Da- 
Tid  and  Bandinelli's  Hercules,  contain  the  rise, 
fiie  progress,  and  the  early  decline  of  Italian  art. 
The  painting  of  1504  and  that  of  1534  are  so  differ- 
ent, that  in  the  latter  scarcely  a  trace  is  to  be  found 
of  the  mind  which  filled  the  former.  In  the  year 
1504,  Raphael  was  scarcely  beyond  boyhood ;  and, 
devoted  to  the  imitation  of  Perugino,  he  never 
thought  of  outstepping  that  master's  range  of  ideas. 
Since  then,  he  had  become  the  first  painter  of  the 
world  ;  he  had  allowed  himself  to  be  influenced  by 
the  boldness  of  Michael  Angelo,  the  purity  of  the 
antique,  the  coloring  of  the  Venetian  school,  and 
the  variety  of  Roman  life ;  he  had  drawn  round  bim 
a  troop  of  younger  artists,  and  had  instructed  them 
in  his  taste :  and  what  was  left  of  all  this  in  the  year 
1534  ?  Not  a  single  man  in  Rome  who  could  be 
de^gnated  as  his  successor.  Giulio  Romano  had 
left,  and  bad  passed  over  to  Michael  Angelo's  style ; 
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the  rest,  after  having  completed  that  whicli  their 
early  lost  master  had  bequeathed  to  them  as  a  last 
charge,  undertook  only  msignificant  tasks,  Kaphael 
had  been  too  simple  to  furnish  material  for  imitar 
tors. 

It  is  only  given  to  the  greatest  to  adhere  purely 
to  nature :  the  less  gifted,  even  when  they  thijik  to 
study  nature,  use  the  eyes  of  others  to  look  at  her. 
The  study  of  the  Buonarroti  figures  became  habitual 
in  Florence  and  Rome.  Luini  in  Milan  copied 
Leonardo.  Every  artist  who  now  appeared,  sought 
out  the  master  by  whom  he  wished  to  be  guided. 
Puntormo  in  Florence  painted  even  for  a  time  after 
Diirer  conceptions,  before  he  devoted  himself  to 
Uichael  Angelo,  Vasari  seems  never  to  have  had 
any  thing  to  do  with  nature.  There  was  no  longer 
that  calm  pertinacity  with  which  masters  had  before 
pursued  their  own  ways,  but  a  seeking  for  knowledge 
which  was  obtained  by  copying  works  of  art  as  far 
as  they  could  be  procured.  And  this  production, 
increased,  as  it  was,  by  more  rapid  work,  corre- 
sponded with  the  greater  extent  of  the  market  for 
works  of  art.  At  Raphael's  beginning,  painters 
were  confined  usually  to  their  own  cit^,  or  to  the 
places  which  they  visited  in  their  wanderings :  their 
works  now  travelled  in  increasing  numbers  to  Spain, 
France,  aud  the  Netherlands.  The  fashion  of  having 
canvas  instead  of  wood  for  pictures  tacilitated  this 
transmission. 

As  another  result  of  this,  we  see  a  change  in  the 
personal  appearance  of  the  Italian  artists.  They 
had  before  only  exceptionally  worked  for  royal  mas- 
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ters ;  the  greater  part  of  their  productions  arose 
from  orders  given  by  the  middle  class  of  wealthy 
citizens  and  ecclesiastics,  who  adorned  their  houses, 
monasteries,  and  favorite  churches,  with  paintings 
and  monuments.  Art  was  no  luxury,  and  a  moder- 
ate price  was  usually  given  for  paintings.  If  they 
worked  for  courts,  the  artists  stiU  remained  what 
they  were,  —  artisans,  hving  in  the  circle  of  their 
femilies  and  friends,  and  not  as  an  appendage  to 
the  princely  household.  lUphael  under  Leo  X. 
was  the  first  exception  to  this,  and  the  influence  of 
Roman  life  appeared  in  him.  He  worked  more  quick- 
ly, and  looked  more  to  the  effect  of  the  whole  than 
to  the  completion  of  the  detail.  By  degrees  this  way 
of  proceeding  became  usual :  artists  began  to  appear 
who  must  do  much,  and  must  do  it  quickly,  to  be 
Buceessfnl.  There  were  energetic,  talented  men, 
who  had  seen  every  thing,  and  knew  how  to  make 
use  of  every  tiling,  but  who  lacked  time  and  inner 
repose  to  watch  nature,  and  to  represent  faithftilly 
and  laboriously  the  beauty  that  shone  forth  in  her ; 
and  whose  highest  ambition  was  to  satisfy  as  much 
as  possible  the  eagerness  of  the  public  to  see  some- 
thing new.  To  contrive  a  grand  arrangement  of 
their  subject ;  to  devise  unknown  tricks  of  art ;  to 
make  an  impression  for  the  moment;  to  produce 
something  inextimaMU,  stwpendo,  terrildle, — was  iiow 
the  for  more  natural  aim  of  their  wishes  than  the 
hope  to  surpass  Raphael  or  Michael  Angelo,  whose 
works  had  been  esteemed  from  the  first  higher  than 
nature  herself. 

For  this  is  the  reason  why  the  appearance  of  great 
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masters  is  followed  by  decline :  the  public,  accns- 
tomed  to  the  effect  of  works  of  importance,  make 
the  same  demand  upon  every  thing  produced.  Tlieir 
successors  endeavor  to  fathom  this  effect  as  some- 
thing peculiar  in  itself,  that  they  may  imitate  it. 
They  discover  indeed  some  outward  marks.  These 
they  copy ;  and,  that  they  may  not  appear  as  mere 
copyists,  they  do  so  in  an  extravagant  manner. 
Condemned  thus,  a  priori,  to  disregard  their  own 
peculiarities,  they  devote  themselves  with  a  kind  of 
passion  to  their  great  models ;  they  believe  them- 
selves also  on  the  same  path ;  and,  after  having  first 
deceived  themselves,  they  persuade  others  that  their 
works,  with  all  their  imitation,  still  possess  intellec- 
tual merit.  It  is  marvellous  that  this  merit  should 
in  some  cases  really  exist. 

As  poets  might  write  in  the  language  of  Shake- 
speare or  Schiller,  without  being  themselves  devoid  of 
mind,  —  so  painters  have  appeared,  who,  incapable 
of  apprehending  nature  otherwise  than  as  Raphael 
and  Michael  Ajigelo  have  done,  still  produced  origi- 
nal and  important  works.  So  that  even  in  this  way 
the  beautiful  truth  seems  confirmed,  that  great  minds 
enrich  and  elevate  all  that  comes  in  contact  with 
them.  Let  us  take  a  painter  like  Parmegianino, 
Arriving  in  Rome  as  a  young  man,  after  Raphael's 
death,  at  a  time  in  which  Michael  Angelo  also  was 
no  longer  there,  he  allowed  the  works  of  both  to 
influence  him.  We  feel,  that,  without  this  school, 
he  would  not  have  produced  the  works  to  which  we 
cannot  refuse  even  our  admiration.  It  is  as  if  the 
mind  of  the  men  had  lived  witliin  him,  and  had 
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given  extent  and  depth  to  his  own  mind.  He  was  in 
Bome  in  1527,  when  the  troops  of  Bourhon  stormed 
it.  They  broke  into  his  atelier;  and,  petiified  by  the 
sight  of  a  Madonna  which  he  was  just  painting,  they 
spared  him,  and  bid  him  continue  it.  Vasari  tells 
this  anecdote.  The  painting,  now  in  the  National 
Gallery  in  London,  does  not  give  it  the  lie.  A  won- 
derfiil  majesty  surrounds  the  mother  of  God ;  tliere 
is  something  gigantic  in  her  which  reminds  of  Mi- 
chael Angelo,  —  something  living,  tender,  and  grac&- 
fal  which  speaks  to  one  of  Raphael.  And,  as  with 
this  figure,  so  is  it  with  the  entire  composition,  — 
there  is  a  mixture  of  the  two  elements,  uniting,  as  it 
were,  into  a  new  mind  in  Parmegianino.  li'or  his 
works  are  at  the  same  time  sufficiently  peculiar  to 
be  known  as  his  own.  It  is  the  same  with  Giulio 
Romano ;  with  Rosso,  who  likewise  experienced  the 
storming  of  Rome  in  1527,  and  fled  to  France ;  with 
Perruzzi  also,  who  by  the  same  misfortune  was  ban- 
ished &om  Rome,  and  reached  his  native  city,  Siena, 
plundered  of  every  thing.  In  all  these,  there  is  a 
certain  majesty  of  conception,  which,  although  we 
know  its  origin,  does  not  lose  its  effect. 

Nevertheless,  though  the  superioiity  of  Raphael 
and  Michael  Angelo  had  thus  indicated  a  fixed 
course  to  Roman  and  Florentine  art,  a  path  was 
still  found  beyond  the  limits  within  which  they  held 
themselves  and  their  successors.  Progress  was 
eoi^ht  for  and  found  independently  of  them;  and 
a  new  element  was  introduced  into  art,  the  influence 
of  which  was  so  victorious,  that  all  the  great  pro- 
ductions of  modern  painting  seem  traceable  to  it. 
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At  all  times  in  the  history  of  an  art,  when  the 

superiority  of  a  master  or  of  a  school  is  rebelled 
against,  it  is  owing  to  a  return  to  the  study  of 
nature. 

Thus  Cimabue's  want  of  freedom  was  broken 
through  by  Giotto :  thus  Masaccio  overcame  the 
influence  of  Giotto,  and  Perugino  that  of  Masaccio : 
thus,  lastly,  Micliael  Angelo  surpassed  Perugino ; 
and  Raphael,  Michael  Angelo.  Cimabue  was  the 
representative  of  the  old  Byzantine  style :  Giotto 
examined  nature,  and  relieved  his  figures  from  the 
golden  bac^round  to  which  they  had  stuck  like 
colored  patterns.  Giotto's  figures,  however,  were 
set  in  too  hard  an  outline,  and  they  wanted  shading  : 
Masaccio,  in  returning  to  nature,  removed  this  want. 
But  his  paintings  lacked  roimdnesa  :  Perugino  and 
Leonardo  bestowed  this  upon  their  figures.  Michael 
Angelo  then  appeared;  he  divested  his  figures  of 
impeding  garments,  and  gave  them  freedom  of  atti- 
tude in  the  boldest  fore-shortenings.  Raphael,  taking 
nature  to  help,  softened  these  positions,  and  blended 
color  and  outline  into  perfect  harmony.  Only  one 
thing  yet  remained  to  do :  more  thoroughly  to  eifect, 
in  the  separate  colors,  that  contrast  of  light  and 
shade,  which  had  hitherto  been  only  treated  gen- 
erally ;  and  this  was  done  by  Leonardo's  successors 
in  Upper  Italy. 

We  perceive  in  Raphael's  compositions  a  symmet- 
rica] and  architectural  arrangement  of  figures.  Be 
generally  spreads  them  out,  arranging  them  rather 
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evidently  mde  by  side.  When  he  crowds  figures 
together,  each  retains  its  separate  position  and  a 
certtun  quantity  of  space  round  it.  He  likes  best  to 
divide  the  whole  into  two  parts,  —  one  more  distant, 
which,  drawn  straight  across  the  picture,  covers  the 
background ;  and  one  nearer,  which,  again  divided, 
occupies  the  foreground  to  the  right  and  left,  and 
joins  at  the  edge  of  the  picture  the  figures  of  the 
bac^round.  By  this  means,  a  free  centre  is  left, 
surrounded  by  figure  in  a  lialf- circle.  Thus  the 
Disputa,  the  School  of  Athens,  the  Mass  of  Bolsena, 
Heliodorus,  Parnassus,  and  other  compositions,  are 
arranged.  Such  also,  to  mention  the  last  as  well  as 
the  early  ones,  is  the  case  with  the  Ascension  of 
Christ.  When  Raphael  does  not  carry  out  this  most 
perfect  mode  of  arrangement,  he  either  makes  two 
groups  from  both  sides,  meeting  in  the  centre,  in  the 
foreground  alone,  —  as  in  the  Expulsion  of  Attica, 
or  the  Incendio  di  Boi^o,  —  or  he  places  them  in  a 
row  next  each  other,  but  always  so  that  the  picture 
has  a  distinguishable  centre,  from  which  the  figures 
are  arrai^ed  to  the  right  and  left  in  equally  propor- 
tioned masses.  Tlie  ground-line  of  the  picture  gen- 
erally runs  parallel  with  that  of  the  frame  in  which 
the  jncture  is  inclosed. 

By  chiaro-oscuro,  he  understood  at  the  same  time 
how  to  separate  the  groups,  and  the  figures  they  con- 
tain. We  have  sketches  of  his,  which  were  only 
made  to  obtain  the  just  distribution  of  masses  of 
light  and  shade.  The  outlines  of  the  groups,  how- 
ever, never  lose  their  architectural  symmetry;  and 
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ibe  coloriug  seems  only  to  be  added  afterrards  as  an 
embellishment. 

In  smaller  paintiiigs,  Raphael  has  produced  works 
which  are  thorouglily  equal  to  the  most  brilliant 
paintings  of  the  Venetians :  the  utmost  extent,  how- 
ever, of  the  assistance  which  color  affords  composi- 
tion, he  left  for  them  and  their  adherents  to  derive. 
By  them  the  groups  were  no  longer  arranged  accord- 
ing to  the  lines  which  form  the  outline  of  the  figures ; 
but,  while  they  placed  masses  of  color  in  just  relation 
to  each  other,  and  endeavored  to  obtain  the  effect  of 
the  whole  from  the  harmony  arising  from  this,  they 
gained  a  freedom  in  the  movement  of  their  figures, 
which  was  unattainable  by  the  Romans  and  Flor- 
entines. 

The  principles  for  llie  proportion  of  the  naked  form 
to  the  drapery,  for  the  purity  of  the  limbs,  and  for 
the  most  graceful  folds  of  the  garments,  which  had 
been  gained  with  so  much  labor  by  Raphael  and 
Michael  Angelo,  were  again  given  up  in  this  concep- 
tion of  art  as  something  unnecessary  and  even 
hindering.  In  the  paintings  of  tlie  masters  of  the 
fifteenth  century,  especially  of  the  Florentines,  we 
see  portraits  and  the  newest  costume  introduced. 
But,  the  higher  piunting  rose,  the  purer  became  the 
figures  and  the  drapery.  In  Venice,  on  the  contrary, 
they  fell  back  into  the  old  style  with  coflfidence  as 
soon  as  the  peculiar  painting  of  Giorgione  had  given 
the  tone ;  and  the  larger  scale  on  which  figures  were 
now  painted  here,  increased  the  strangeness  of  this 
mode  of  art.  For  while,  from  the  similar  proportions 
of  the  old  mastoid,  a  kind  of  ideal  distance  between 
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the  picture  and  the  spectator  was  produced,  the 
scale  of  the  Venetian  pictures  brought  their  figures 
into  immediate  proximity.  They  acquired  something 
intentionally  portrait-like.  We  stand  before  them  as 
if  we  could  give  our  hand  to  them ;  we  bend  forward 
to  hear  them  breathe.  And  in  order  to  excite  this 
feeling  as  strongly  as  possible,  and  to  satisfy  it,  they 
often  introduce  %ures  only  from  the  girdle,  standing 
out  in  the  composition ;  they  place  the  frames  close 
against  the  figures,  and  understand  how,  by  ingeni- 
ously distributed  light,  to  represent  on  the  limited 
space  an  abundance  of  action,  such  as  would  never 
have  been  so  closely  brought  together  by  the  lUimaQ 
school.  And,  on  the  other  side,  while  landscape  or 
architectural  work  is  brought  into  that  general  har- 
mony of  color  on  which  the  whole  composition  de- 
pends, the  figures  and  groups,  separated  far  from 
each  other,  form  a  unity  together,  which  is  equally 
unattainable  to  the  Romans  and  Florentines. 

Whether  the  freedom  obtained  in  this  manner  was 
an  advance  to  higher  things,  is  a  point  respecting 
which  many  would  probably  be  inclined  to  dispute, 
I  tlunk  we  cannot  decide  at  all  with  regard  to  the 
manner  in  itself:  we  can  only  speak  of  the  works 
which  thus  or  thus  ori^ated.  We  cannot  ima^e 
but  that  Raphael,  had  he  seen  what  was  produced 
after  iis  time  in  Venice  and  elsewhere,  would  have 
appropriated  the  advantages  which  this  style  of 
painting  afforded.  On  the  other  hand,  weighing 
what  really  happened,  and  not  what  might  have 
happened,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  victory 
does  not  belong  to  the  adherents  of  color,  and  that 
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the  Roman-Florentine  school  is  far  superior  to  the 
Venetian. 

No  one  would  imagine,  with  regard  to  the  Sistine 
Madonna,  that  Raphael  had  wished  to  awaken  the 
feeling  in  the  spectator  of  a  real  form  coming  down 
through  the  frame  out  of  real  clouds.  What  wo 
feel  before  that  work  is  something  higher.  Perfectly 
certain  that  we  have  painted  canvas  before  us,  a 
dream  nevertheless  fills  the  soul;  and  we  feel  car- 
ried upwards  and  transformed,  just  as  when  we  listen 
to  a  verse  of  Goethe's,  or  to  the  music  of  Beethoven. 
It  is  otherwise  with  the  works  of  the  Venetians  and 
their  followers.  We  fancy  we  may  touch  what  we 
see :  the  real  nature  seems  to  break  in  upon  us. 
It  would  have  been  a  triumph  to  them,  if  the  birds 
had  picked  the  painted  fruit.  When  Titian  painted 
Paul  m.,  in  later  years,  and  the  painting  was 
placed  in  the  open  air  to  dry,  the  Romans  who 
passed  by  believed  they  saw  the  pope  himself,  and 
saluted  him.  This  would  never  come  into  the  mind 
of  any  one  in  the  portrait  of  Leo  S.,  whicli  Raphael 
painted ;  but  let  us  think  of  them  together  to  feel 
which  of  the  two  is  the  more  genuine  work  of  art. 

Raphael  endeavored  to  raise  the  actual  above 
itself.  The  limbs  which  he  painted,  and  the  folds 
in  which  he  enveloped  them,  have  a  grace  and  an 
elevation  which  at  once  reveals  tlic  nobler  view  of 
nattire  which  he  fostered.  As  the  Greeks  in  their 
statues  sought  to  transform  tlieir  model  to  a  meas- 
ure of  higher  beauty,  he  perceived  the  ideal  in 
forms ;  and,  without  obtruding  it,  he  makes  it  shine 
forth.     The  Venetians,  on  the  other  hand,  adhered 
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to  human  incidents.  These  often  furnish  that  which 
is  most  useful  for  the  striking  effect  of  the  painting. 
They  represented  it,  however,  not  out  of  love  of 
truth,  as  Raphael  had  often  done  in  his  earliest 
works,  but  because  a  sharp,  striking  characteristic 
seemed  by  this  means  attainable.  The  eye  was 
attracted  more  quickly,  just  as  short  sentences,  with 
pregnant,  cutting  words,  seem  at  first  sight  to  give 
the  sense  of  an  author  more  forcibly  than  an  artis- 
tically finished  mode  of  writing.  Raphael  can  paint 
no  face  without  secretly  adding  a  particle  of  pure 
beauty.  He  makes,  as  it  were,  a  poem  upon  it,  in 
which  we  sec  the  figure  truly,  hut  elevated.  He 
did  this  in  portraits  as  well  as  in  historical  pictures ; 
and  the  longer  he  painted,  the  more  consciously. 
Let  us  call  to  mind  his  Ascension  of  Christ.  Like 
the  work  of  a  poet,  who,  stringing  thought  to 
thought,  never  brings  one  profane  word  into  his 
Terse,  this  composition  stands  before  us,  stone  above 
stone,  hewn  in  noble  proportion,  and  built  up  into 
a  perfect  tenaple ;  while  Titian's  famous  Ascension 
of  the  Tii^n  presents,  as  to  its  design,  nothing,  as 
it  were,  but  a  mass  of  rocks,  wtnch,  without  color 
and  light,  would  appear  roughly  heaped  up  over 
each  other. 


It  was  not  with  the  Venetians,  however,  althoi^h 
flieir  art  corresponds  so  thoroughly  with  the  nature 
of  their  country,  that  the  sway  of  this  new  element 
in  art  originated.  The  first  impetus  proceeded  from 
Leonardo  da  Vinci ,  who  made  a  study  of  color  with 
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chaaging  %ht,  and  pointed  out  its  advautt^s. 
The  clear  light  of  the  bright,  open  air,  he  writes,  is 
good  for  nothing.  We  ought  to  paint  as  if  the  sun 
was  shining  through  a  mist.  To  see  the  naked 
body  beautifully,  the  walls  of  the  atelier  should  be 
Imng  with  crimson,  and  clouds  should  obscure  the 
sun.  Bad  weather  is  the  best  light  for  faces.  An 
atelier  should  be  twenty  feet  high,  the  same  in 
breadth,  and  double  in  length  ;  the  walls  should 
be  black,  and  fine  linen  should  be  stretched  over  it. 
He  gives  the  same  directions  in  a  pamphlet  upon 
painting.  In  this  course,  the  school  of  northern 
Italy  followed  him. 

In  one  direction  alone,  however,  did  the  Vene- 
tians take  advantage  of  what  Leonardo  had  set 
forth ;  another  school  was  founded  through  him ; 
a  master  was  formed  upon  the  principles  which  he 
had  given  out,  who — just  as  Parma,  where  he 
painted,  lies  in  the  middle  between  Milan,  Florence, 
and  Venice  —  seems  thus  to  stand  in  the  middle 
between  the  three  cities  and  their  art.  This  man 
was  Correggio.  Greater  than  all  who  came  after 
Leonardo,  Eaphael,  and  Michael  Angelo,  he  has  in 
many  respects  even  surpassed  these  three.  Cor- 
re^o,  unlike  the  VeneldanB,  did  not  remain  behind 
in  design ;  he  embraced  the  whole  art,  and  carried 
it  forward. 

If  we  were  to  imagine  streams  issuing  from  the 
mind  of  Raphael,  Michael  Angelo,  Leonardo,  and 
Titian,  meeting  together  to  form  a  new  mind,  Cor- 
r^^o  would  be  produced.  He  has  the  dreamy, 
smiling  manner  of  Leonardo ;   and,  to  add  an  outr 
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ward  characteristic,  be  was,  like  him,  a  stranger  to 
troubles  within  or  without.  He  has  the  cheerful, 
beaming,  inexhauBtible  qualities  of  RaphEiel;  and 
£^ain,  to  mention  an  extomal  likeness,  he  was  cut 
short  in  the  prime  of  life,  while  he,  too,  contentedly 
clung  to  a  circle  of  limited  extent.  He  has  the 
boldness  of  Michael  Angelo,  the  desire  for  unheard 
of  positions,  and  the  knowledge  of  fore-shortening. 
The  humid  brightness  of  his  coloring,  and  the  talent 
of  representing  the  trembling  naked  flesh,  as  if  the 
pulse  were  beating  in  it,  seem  to  ally  him  with 
Titian. 

Correggio  died  at  forty  years  of  age,  in  1534. 
He  had  met  with  none  of  the  great  masters,  so  far 
as  we  know;  he  had  neither  seen  Rome  nor  Flor- 
ence. We  have,  except  a  few  dates  concerning 
him,  nothing  of  him  but  his  works,  —  no  letters,  no 
words,  not  even  his  portrait.  We  neither  know 
what  hooks  he  had  read,  or  with  whom  he  was 
intimate.  AU  sorts  of  fictitious  adventures  are 
associated  with  his  name  r  none  of  them  are  capa- 
ble of  being  authenticated.  From  a  misunderstood 
word  of  Vasari's,  misero,  meaning  "  poor  and  mis- 
erable," and,  at  the  same  time,  "  frugal  and  avari- 
cious,"—  a  word  which  was  applied  to  him  in  its 
first  signification,  while  it  was  supposed  to  have  been 
the  second,  —  a  tragical  story  has  been  formed  of  his 
death.  Vasari  relates  that  Gorreg^o  had  had  a 
numerous  family ;  that  he  was  obliged  to  be  sparing, 
and  for  that  reason  had  carried  a  picture  himself  to 
the  place  of  its  destination ;  that  he  was  overcome 
by  the  heat,  and  by  this  means  had  brought  on  Ms 
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fetal  iilEeea.  Correggio,  however,  was  not  poor ;  he 
left  property  behind  him.  Oeleiischlager's  tragedy 
is  without  foundation,  and  is  just  as  little  true  as  the 
meeting  of  Correggio  with  Michael  Angelo,  which 
occurs  in  it.  When  Michael  Angelo  returned  from 
Venice  in  1530,  the  route  ordered  in  the  pass  was, 
as  has  been  related,  through  Modena.  It  is  not 
quite  impossible  that  he  may  have  met  Correggio 
there ;  but  nothing  is  mentioned  of  it  anywhere, 
aiid  the  scene  between  the  two  in  Oelenschlager'a 
poem  is  an  invention. 

We  can  imagine  Correggio  as  a  man  who  led  a 
quiet  life,  made  happy  by  Ms  art.  For  he  finished 
his  paintings  with  an  unwearied  care,  such  as  quiet 
and  ease  alone  permit.  And  he  worked  into  them 
the  light  of  that  sun  which  had  brightened  Leonardo 
before.  A  kind  of  earthly  rapture  is  expressed  in 
them,  —  a  feeling  far  surpassing,  it  seems  to  us,  the 
acknowledged  beauty  of  the  production. 

Any  one  of  his  pictures  may  be  cited  in  proof  of 
this :  Tlic  Adoration  of  Christ,  famous  under  the 
name  of  "  the  Night  of  Correggio,"  where  the  child 
casts  rays  of  light  around  on  the  mother  and  the 
shepherds,  Uke  a  star  fallen  from  heaven,  from 
which  a  magic  light  emanates.  Or  the  Glorificar 
tion  of  Mary,  who  sits  on  her  throne  surrounded  by 
saints,  whose  forms  are  filled  with  the  brightness  of 
inspiration.  Lastly,  his  Ecce  Homo  in  the  Berlin 
Museum,  a  painting  in  which  pain  and  sadness  and 
beauty  are  united  into  tlie  most  touching  spectacle- 
Like  the  veiled  moon  in  the  nightly  heaven,  the 
face  of  Christ  lies  on  the  delicate  canvas  on  which 
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it  is  impressed.  We  feel  tliat  Correggio  painted 
it.  Leonardo  alone,  besides  liini,  could  have  paint- 
ed it, 

What  most  distinguishes  Correggio's  painting, 
however,  from  those  of  other  painters,  is  a  peculiar- 
ity in  his  conceptions,  which  seems  to  stand  in  con- 
nection with  the  quiet,  retired  life  which  he  led. 
There  is  a  diiference  between  the  poet,  who,  filled 
with  religious  enthusiasm,  writes  a  hymn  upon 
the  Virgin  Mary ;  and  another,  who,  struck  by  the 
cliarming  legends  that  surround  her  Ufe,  writes 
sweet  verses,  in  which  her  beauty  is  extolled.  Rar 
phael,  and  those  others  with  whom  we  have  before 
compared  Correggio,  worked  as  it  were  like  dramatic 
or  epic  poets,  in  whc^e  soul  the  enthusiasm  of  the 
people,  to  whom  they  had  regard  in  their  labors, 
involuntarily  co-operated  with  their  own,  Correggio, 
contrasted  with  them,  seems  like  a  lyric  poet,  who 
writes  wonderful  verses  in  solitude,  and  only  for  the 
sake  of  dehghting  himself.  For  this  reason,  it  is  all 
one  to  biTH  what  he  handles,  if  it  is  only  beautiful, 
and  capable  of  that  mysterious  lustre  which  he 
spreads  over  all  his  figures.  He  paints  scenes  of 
heathen  antiquity  and  Christian  legend  in  the  same 
spirit,  and  endows  them  with  the  same  capacity  of 
having  an  almost  intoxicating  effect  upon  the  be- 
holder. In  his  solitude,  he  seems  to  have  formed  a 
world  for  himself,  which  he  places  in  the  magic 
gardens  of  Armida.  Leonardo  was  the  first  to  trans- , 
port  the  Virgin  into  strange,  fabulous  regions,  Cor- 
r^gio  took  up  this  idea,  as  he  had  done  Leonardo'e 
smiles,  and  the  tender,  palo  tint  of  his  coloring,  in 
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ThJch  none  of  tlie  burning  colors  of  the  Venetians 
are  to  be  found.  Leonardo  was  every  thing  to  Tiiti 
.  in  Milan,  possibly  because  his  earliest  studies  were 
made  under  him.  But  what  Leonardo  always  treat- 
ed as  a  charming  accessory,  became  with  Correggio 
the  chief  meaning  of  the  painting.  If,  in  his  "  Night," 
we  imagine  the  light  away,  which  is  the  centre  of 
the  picture,  all  must  have  been  differently  arranged. 
It  is  not  the  beauty  of  the  child  which  touches  us  in 
its  examination  ;  it  is  not  even  the  smiling  face  of 
the  mother  bent  down  over  him,  but  the  mystical 
glow  of  light  which  affects  us,  just  as  children  are 
affected  by  tlie  sudden  brilliancy  of  the  lighted 
Christmas-tree.  It  was  this  he  desired  to  obtain. 
Color  and  figures,  and  accidents  of  place,  he  inter- 
wove into  an  inseparable  whole,  and  made  effect  his 
principal  matter.  We  could  not,  as  in  a  picture  of 
Raphael's,  separate  this  or  that  from  a  group,  and 
consider  it  alone  as  the  single  act  of  a  drama  or  a 
soliloquy  in  this  act.  Correggio's  paintings  are 
poems,  which  we  must  take  at  once  as  a  whole  from 
the  first  to  the  last  word. 

In  his  representations  from  ancient  mythology,  we 
feel  what  has  been  said  before  of  the  Venetians, — 
the  absence  of  the  influence,  not  only  of  antique 
statues,  but  of  sculpture  in  general.  Raphael's  and 
still  more  Michael  Angelo's  figures  have  something 
abiding  in  them,  just  as  the  positions  of  a  good 
actress,  however  passionately  she  is  playing,  and 
passing  from  one  movement  to  another,  have  in 
them  a  steadfastness  which  impresses  them  upon  ub. 
The  statues  with  which  Rome  is  filled  may  tie  to 
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blame  for  this.  Oorreggio's  figures  seem  to  tremble. 
In  his  lo,  frbo  sinks  down  in  rapture  as  into  a  sea 
of  bliss,  the  cloud  in  which  Jupiter  embraces  her 
Beems  to  become  now  thicker,  and  now  clearer ;  and 
through  it  lo's  limbs  gleam  out,  as  if  she  were  mov 
ing,  and  altering  her  position.  Or  his  Leda.  With 
Michael  Angelo  she  is  a  gigantic  figure ;  with  Cor- 
reggio,  a  trembling,  youthful  woman,  to  whom  the 
swan  rises  fi-om  the  water.  It  is  as  if  he  had  just 
shaken  off  the  last  drop,  while  the  rushing  of  the 
stream  penetrates  into  Leda's  heart,  like  a  divine 
301^.  She  is  leaning  with  her  back  against  the 
moBs^own  roots  of  a  tree,  while  over  the  point  of 
her  foot  the  shallow  tide  flows  fi:om  the  woody 
ground,  where  her  companions  were  attacked  by 
other  swans.  One  is  moving  about  in  the  shallow 
water,  playing  timidly  with  one  of  the  birds ;  a 
second  looks  with  a  doubting  smile  after  another 
which  is  flying  away:  she  looks  for  him  as  she 
ascends  the  bank,  where  an  old  attendant  is  waiting 
to  throw  a  garment  over  her.  On  the  left  side  of 
the  picture,  on  the  other  hand,  where  the  landscape 
opens,  a  slender,  boyish  Cupid  is  lying  in  the  shady 
grass,  and  touching  the  strings  of  a  golden  lyre :  he 
seems  playing  no  melody,  but  only  now  and  then  to 
touch  the  strings.  These  would  be  nothing  but 
different  groups,  unconnected,  but  for  the  landscape. 
and  the  feeling  that  all  is  worked  one  into  the  other. 
No  painter  at  that  time  would  have  understood  how 
thus  to  separate  his  figures,  and  yet  to  connect  them, 
as  Correggio  has  done. 
But  what  made  it  possible  for  him  to  exercise  an 
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important  influence  even  upon  the  schools  of  Ra^ 
phael  and  Michael  Aiigelo  in  later  times  was  hia 
Buperiority  in  design.  If  hia  productions  in  this 
branch  may  be  designated  more  as  trick  than  art, 
he  always  acliieved  it;  and,  by  the  imitation  which  he 
called  forth,  he  created  a  new  style  of  ceiling  paint- 
ing. We  find  the  germs  of  it  in  Raphael  and  Mi- 
chael Angelo ;  but  the  fundamental  appropriation  of 
these  elements  belongs  to  Correggio,  and  only  an 
uncommon  talent  like  hia  could  have  succeeded  in 
doing  what  he  achieved. 

Michael  Angelo,  in  his  historical  pictures,  had 
never  fallen  into  Raphael's  ai'chitectnral  arrange- 
ment,—  perhaps  because  he  ceased  panting  just 
wlien  Raphael  began,  and  thus  a  re-action  could  not 
take  place ;  perhaps  also  because,  in  his  opposition 
to  Penigino,  with  whom  the  lighter  arrangement  of 
composition  originated,  the  natural  even  here  pre- 
vailed over  the  artificial.  When  he  gives  a  greater 
number  of  figures,  —  as  in  the  cartoon  of  the  Bathing 
Soldiers,  or  in  the  Deluge  on  the  ceilmg  of  the  Sis- 
tine  Chapel,  —  he  makes  his  figures  fill  the  breadth 
of  the  space,  without  a  central  point :  where  there 
are  only  a  few  figures,  he  arranges  them  in  groups 
as  if  they  were  copies  of  statues.  He  endeavors,  by 
fore -shortenings,  to  separate  them  from  the  back- 
ground, and  ignores,  as  it  were,  the  level  on  wliich 
they  are  painted;  but  he  never  exaggerates.  Al- 
though in  the  Sistina  he  creates  an  apparent  archi- 
tecture by  the  art  of  perspective,  he  applies  this 
artifical  means  only  sparingly  to  his  principal  fig- 
ures.    Among  t!ie  prophets,  he  painted  Jonah  alone 
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BO :  he  eeems  to  lie  leaning  back,  while  the  surface 
of  the  arch  on  which  he  is  painted  is  inclined  for- 
ward. He  felt,  that,  in  the  non-esseiitial  part  alone, 
this  might  be  attempted. 

Raphael  thought  so  also.  On  the  ceiling  of  the 
Farnesina,  he  has  painted  in  different  places,  where 
the  blue  sky  is  seen  through  the  winding  wreaths, 
groups  of  Cupids,  who  exldbit  themselves  in  the 
strangest  fore-shortenings,  as  if  they  were  fluttering 
like  butterflies  in  the  open  air,  I'his  is  so  managed, 
that,  if  the  pictures  were  taken  down  and  placed 
against  the  waU,  they  would  all  be  standing  on  their 
feet.  Raphael  went  still  farther  in  the  ceiling  paint- 
ings of  the  Ohigi  funeral  chapel  in  Santa  Maria  del 
Popolo.  But  this  work,  a  secondary  thing  wMch  he 
never  finished  himself,  cannot  bo  regarded  as  a  proof 
of  especial  predilection  for  such  things.  Oorreggio 
carried  it  much  farther.  He  developed  tlio  idea  with 
unheard-of  boldness.  He  was  not  satisfied  with  the 
illimon  of  a  second  architecture  on  his  ceilings, 
with  which  he  could  bring  the  position  of  his  figures 
throughout  into  perspective  harmony ;  but  ho  trans- 
formed the  ceiling  entirely  into  the  open  sky,  filled 
with  fore-shortened  colossal  figures.  This  idea  has 
been  used  by  the  Italians  to  an  immense  extent. 
The  vast  interior  of  tlie  dome  of  the  Cathedral  of 
Florence  is  painted  as  if  one  was  looking  into  the 
infinite  heaven,  the  clouds  of  which  are  peopled. 
Vasari,  little  as  he  knows  of  Correggio,  prabes  him 
exceedingly.  It  appears  to  me,  without  a  doubt, 
that,  had'the  field  been  now  left  to  Correggio  alone, 
—  had  the  Venetian  painting  gained  a  footing  iu 
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Some  through  Titian,  as  it  almost  did,  —  Raphael's 
and  Michael  Aiigelo's  school  would  soon  have  been 
driven  from  its  ahsolute  position  there,  and  the  new 
style  wotild  have  had  a  brilliant  entry. 

It  was  under  these  circumstances  that  Michael 
Angelo,  who  had  almost  ceased  to  be  reckoned 
among  living  painters,  took  up  his  brush  again, 
after  thirty  years'  rest,  to  paint  the  Last  Judgment 
on  the  altar-wall  of  the  Sistine  Chapel ;  and  produced 
a  work  which  so  far  surpasses  every  tiling  that  had 
been  hitherto  done  in  painting,  tliat  every  influence 
in  Rome  from  without  was  destroyed,  and  his  own 
was  again  confirmed  as  triumphant. 

4. 

The  interior  of  the  Sistina  is,  as  we  have  before 
Gfud,  a  quadrangular  space,  three  times  as  long  as  it 
is  broad.  Under  the  windows,  placed  high  up  on 
the  two  longer  waUs,  a  belt  of  fresco  paintings  runs 
round  the  interior,  so  that  the  two  smaller  walls 
are  intersected  by  it.  These  were  to  be  filled  with 
painting ;  and  Michael  Angelo  was  to  cover  the  two 
immense  surfaces  with  two  works,  one  of  which  rep- 
resented the  Fall  of  the  Angels,  the  other  the  Last 
Judgment.  Tlie  one,  the  beginning  of  sin  after  the 
revolt  of  Lucifer ;  the  other,  the  final  consequence  of 
this  act,  —  the  unalterable  separation  of  mankind  in 
eternity  into  the  blessed  and  the  condemned. 

For  an  artist  like  Michael  Angelo,  no  higher  theme 
could  have  been  devised.  Every  feeling  that  moves 
the  human  heart,  from  the  t«nderest  emotions  to  the 
outburst  of  the  utmost  passion,  must  be  exhibited 
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here,  and  ttiat  in  its  most  ideal  form.  As  Dautc 
embraces  in  his  poem  the  destiny  of  all  men,  an 
artist  who  would  represent  the  Last  Judgment  must 
make  all  mankind  appear.  A  genius  who  felt  him- 
self capable  of  such  a  task,  could,  when  it  was  placed 
before  him,  have  had  no  other  feehng  than  to  seize 
it  with  avidity.  Michael  Angelo,  placed  before  the 
two  walls  assigned  to  him,  must  have  experienced 
what,  in  the  noblest  sense,  a  warlike  prince  must 
feel,  who,  instead  of  having  ten  thousand  men  under 
him,  suddenly  sees  himself  before  a  field  on  which 
he  is  to  lead  half  a  million  to  battle.  Michael  An- 
gelo evaded  the  task,  when  Pope  Clement  first  came 
to  him  on  the  subject.  It  is  said,  and  it  is  credible, 
that  he  declined  from  conscientious  motives.  He 
had  promised  his  utmost  energy  to  the  monument. 
But  he  readily,  however,  I  imagine,  gave  his  con- 
sent to  the  efforts  made  by  the  pope  to  set  him  free, 
as  regarded  the  Duke  of  Urhino,  in  favor  of  the  new 
project. 

As  early  as  the  winter  of  1533,  when  he  returned 
to  Rome  from  Florence  for  the  first  time  on  account 
of  the  mausoleum,  Clement  proposed  the  new  work 
to  him,  and  refused,  when  he  met  with  opposition,  to 
confirm  the  contract  by  wliich  Michael  Angelo  was 
pledged  to  continue  the  mausoleum.  Michael  An- 
gelo upon  this  began  to  make  designs.  The  matter 
had  gone  so  far,  that,  under  the  direction  of  Sebastian 
del  Piombo,  one  wall  of  the  chapel  was  freed  from 
aJl  ornament,  and  was  prepared  for  painting.  It  had 
even  already  given  rise  to  disputes.  Sebastian  was 
in  &ivor  of  having  the  Last  Judgment  painted  in 
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oils.     Oil-painting  on  lime  and  stone  was  his  especial 

delight,  a  penchant  which  was  just  as  disadvantage- 
ous to  hie  works  as  it  became  to  those  of  Leonardo. 
Michael  Angelo  declared  Iiimself  against  it.  Oil- 
painting  was  for  women :  men  ought  to  paint  in 
fresco.  And  when  Sebastian,  in  spite  of  this,  had 
the  wall  prepared  according  to  his  method,  it  was 
for  this  reason  tliat  Michael  Angelo  delayed  begin- 
ning the  work  in  the  chapel.  He  is  said  never  to 
have  forgiven  Sebastian,  liis  best  friend,  for  this ;  so 
that  from  this  time  a  coldness  set  in  between  them. 
Sebastian's  lime  cement  was  again  scraped  off,  and 
tlie  wall  was  prepared  according  to  Michael  Angelo's 
plan.  It  is  not  known  whether  this  took  place  under 
Clement,  and  whether  the  painting  was  begun  during 
bis  life.  If  this  were  the  case,  it  was  of  course  left 
off  again  at  once  on  the  pope's  death,  and  Michael 
Angelo  returned  to  the  maiisoleum. 

It  may  be  considered  as  a  piece  of  rare  good  for- 
tune, that  now  again  a  pope  siicceeded  who  knew 
how  to  estimate  Michael  Angelo  to  the  full  extent 
of  his  merit.  Paul  III.,  whose  family  name  was 
Farnese,  had  been  made  a  cardinal  by  Alexander 
Borgia.  His  sister  had  fixed  this  reward  as  a  proof 
of  her  favor.  SicHy,  and  full  of  years,  Famese's 
weakness  seemed  increasing  to  such  an  extent,  espe- 
cially at  the  time  of  the  election,  that  the  cardinals 
gave  him  their  vote  because  his  speedy  death  was  to 
be  expected.  Scarcely,  however,  was  he  pope,  than 
the  mask  was  tlirown  aside.  He  ruled  for  fifteen 
years,  and  understood,  as  well  as  his  predecessore 
had  done,  how  to  turn  tliis  period  to  the  advantage 
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of  his  iamily.    His  son  was  to  be  Duke  of  Milan ; 

bis  grandson,  still  but  a  child,  was  made  a  cardinal. 

Paul  ni.  appears  before  us  with  a  certain  degreo 
of  innocence.  He  possessed  tlie  base  quaUties  of 
Borgia,  but  without  his  cruelty.  He  did  not  fall 
upon  his  prey  with  the  same  opeu  brutality  as  the 
others.  He  possessed  Leo's  taste  and  classical  cul- 
ture, without  his  foolishness.  The  foreign  relations 
of  the  Vatican  were  more  worthily  carried  on  ujider 
him.  He  possessed  Clement  VII. 's  cunning  in  de 
eeiving,  but  without  Ms  nervous  timidity.  It  was 
of  more  importance  to  Paul  to  stand  tiiere  free  from 
reproach,  thau  to  others ;  and  he  succeeded.  His 
secret  private  life,  however,  the  manner  in  which  he 
suffered,  overlooked,  and  denied  the  base  conduct 
of  his  son,  compared  with  whom  Caesar  Borgia  ap- 
pears heroically  great,  allows  of  no  doubt  as  to  his 
true  nature  :  and  yet,  as  is  possible  among  Romanic 
nations,  that  in  one  and  the  same  man  immense 
depravity  in  morals  and  politics  may  be  united  with 
taste,  amiability  in  intercourse,  ay,  even  with  gener- 
osity and  qualities  of  the  heart,  which,  separately 
considered,  cast  a  dazzling  light  upon  the  character ; 
so  it  was  with  him.  Respecting  the  noblest  mental 
efforts  of  his  time,  he  appears  as  a  considerate  and 
kindly  master ;  and  his  intercourse  with  Michael 
Angelo  exhibite  him  in  the  best  light. 

With  regard  to  an  earlier  connection  between 
Pamese  and  Michael  Angcio,  we  only  know,  that,  in 
the  year  1531,  he  had  made  designs  for  two  can- 
delabra for  the  cardinal,  which  still  at  the  present 
day  stand  in  the  sacristy  of  St.  Peter's.     He  was 
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now  sent  for  to  the  Vatican,  and  told  tliat  he  was  to 
consider  himself  as  in  the  employ  of  His  Holiness. 
He  excused  himself  with  reference  to  the  Duke  of 
Urbino,  "  It  is  now  thirty  years,"  cried  Pamese, 
\rith  vehemence,  "  that  I  have  had  this  desire ;  and, 
now  that  I  am  pope,  shall  I  not  be  able  to  effect  it  ? 
Where  is  the  contract,  that  I  may  tear  it  ?  " 

Michael  Aiigelo  remained  firm.  He  even  thought 
of  withdrawing  to  ^.Icria  on  the  Genoese  territory, 
the  hisliop  of  which  owed  his  position  to  Julius  II., 
and  was  on  terms  of  friendship  with  himself.  He 
would  there  complete  the  mausoleum.  Carrara  lay 
conveniently  near.  Another  time  tlio  thought  oc- 
curred to  him  of  going  to  Urbino  iteelf.  He  had 
already  sent  one  of  his  men  there  to  purchase  a 
house  with  some  land,  when  the  pope  induced  him 
to  meet  his  wish.  He  appeared  one  day  in  his 
atelier  with  eight  cardinals,  and  asked  to  see  the 
sketches  of  the  Last  Judgment.  Michael  Angelo 
was  just  then  working  at  the  Moses.  "This  one 
statue  is  sufficient  to  be  a  worthy  monument  to 
Pope  Julius,"  cried  the  Cardinal  of  Mantua,  Paul 
examined  the  designs.  He  could  arrange,  he  said, 
that  Urbino  should  be  satisfied  if  only  three  of  the 
statues  were  executed  by  Michael  Angelo  himself. 
The  end  of  the  matter  was,  that  the  contract  was 
not  ratified  by  Paul  HI. ;  that  he  took  upon  himself 
all  that  arose  in  consequence ;  and  that  Michael 
Angelo  began  to  paint  in  the  chapel. 

6. 

Many  fresco  paintings  belonging  to  the  sixteenth 
century  are  at  the  present  day  in  a  sad  state ;  few 
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however,  have  been  more  cruelly  trifled  with  than 
the  Last  Judgment  of  Michael  Aiigelo. 

He  had  endeavored  to  protect  it  against  tlie  dust 
by  giving  the  surface  of  the  wall  a  trifling  inclina- 
tion forwards.  Vasari  considers  it  about  a  foot, 
which  is  scarcely  perceptible  in  so  gi'eat  a  height. 
It  did  not  strike  me.  Moreover,  as  soon  as  the 
work  was  finished,  Michael  conferred  upon  his  ser- 
vant TJrbino  the  office  of  taking  care  of  the  paintings 
in  the  Sistina,  This  office  was  a  permanent  one. 
But  the  smoke  of  the  altar-candles  has  liad  a  fatal 
effect  in  the  course  of  centuries.  The  lower  part 
of  the  painting  is  most  damaged.  Irons  Iiave  been 
placed  here  for  tlie  occasional  strengthening  of  the 
papal  throne.  In  the  unusual  number  of  naked  fig- 
ures, almost  without  drapery,  of  wliicli  tlie  com- 
position consists,  Michael  Angclo  had  avoided  all 
monotony  by  the  delicate  shades  of  the  skin  (a 
print  in  the  Berlin  Museum,  colored  at  tlie  time, 
shows,  in  my  opinion,  how  happily  the  groups  and 
figures  ai-e  separated  by  this  distinction  of  color)  ; 
but,  at  the  present  day,  this  has  disappeared  in  the 
uniform  darkness  that  covers  the  whole.  Cornelius 
is  of  opinion,  that  a  mere  washing  with  water  or 
wine  would  have  a  splendid  result.  Much  has 
become  too  dirty  to  be  discerned.  The  greatest  evil 
has,  however,  been  intentionally  done  to  the  work : 
the  nakedness  of  the  figures  baa  been  considered 
offensive ;  and  they  have  been  covered  with  painted, 
and  often  glaringly  bright,  drapery.  The  harmony 
of  the  colors,  as  well  as  of  the  tints,  must  have 
suffered  from  tliis.     There  is  scarcely  a  single  figure 
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m  it  at  the  present  day  utterly  devoid  of  all  garment 
From  all  this,  the  work  appears  in  such  a  condition, 
that  only  after  long  study  is  it  possible  to  form,  an 
idea  of  what  it  was  in  the  year  1541.  Early  copies 
in  oil,  as  well  as  engravings,  sketches  of  mauy  groups 
by  Michael  Angelo  himself,  which  have  reached  us, 
make  it  possible  to  perceive,  step  by  step,  what  was 
formerly  there.  The  impression  of  the  whole,  how- 
ever, and  its  overpowerijig  effect  at  first  sight,  is 
lost. 

For  now,  when  the  power  of  the  color  has  almost 
disappeared,  the  immense  compositiou  cannot  at 
first  be  taken  in.  The  space  is  too  great,  and  the 
connecting  element  is  wanting.  The  Last  Judg- 
ment, wheu  we  first  look  at  it,  appeal's  like  an  end- 
less throng,  —  like  a  stormy  sky  with  clouds  shifting 
together,  gathering  restlessly  and  unequally  from 
all  sides.  The  composition  only  slowly  arranges 
itself  before  us.  We  learn  how  to  foUow  and  appre- 
hend the  multitudinous  train.  We  see  tlie  angry 
frown  of  Christ  as  the  upper  centre  of  the  painting ; 
and  around  him,  as  a  broad,  cloudy  halo  encom- 
passes the  shining  moon,  we  see  crowds  of  countless 
forms ;  and  around  these,  other  multitudes,  like  a 
second  broader  ring,  which  below,  however,  instead 
of  closing,  makes  a  curve,  and  again  turns  outwan^, 
meeting  thus  the  lower  edge  of  the  painting,  from 
whence  on  both  sides  the  train  of  figures  rise  into 
the  air. 

For  the  idea  of  the  composition  is  this :  the  whole 
wall  is  regarded  as  the  infinite  open  space  of  heaven, 
into  which  we  are  looking.     Christ  forme  the  centre, 
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with  Mary,  who  is  sitting,  clinging  to  his  knee ;  and 
from  this  centre  beaming  rays  emanate  on  all  sides. 
An  immense  circle  of  saints,  each  with  the  insignia 
of  his  dignity  in  his  hand,  surround  Him  as  the 
chief  in  heaven.  Below  this  circle,  Christ's  foot- 
stool as  it  were,  is  the  angel  of  judgment,  with 
trumpets  directed  into  the  depths  below  ;  and  from 
these  depths  on  the  left  side  arise  those  awakened 
from  the  dead,  while  on  the  right  the  condemned 
are  striving  upwards,  and  arc  thrust  down  by  strug- 
gling angels  and  devils.  (Bight  and  left  as  regards 
the  spectator ;  so  that,  as  seen  from  the  picture,  the 
condemned,  as  they  ought,  come  on  the  left  side.) 
Quite  above,  however,  high  above  the  circle  of  the 
elect,  are  the  blessed  with  the  instruments  of  the 
death  and  sufferings  of  Christ,  which  they  bear, 
hovering  about  in  triumph.  Such  are  the  contents 
of  the  painting,  which  not  only  differs  from  the 
earlier  representations  of  the  Last  Judgment,  but 
also,  as  regards  the  artistic  work,  is  such  an  aston- 
ishing production,  that  nothing  which  has  been 
executed  by  any  painter,  before  or  after,  can  be 
compared  with  it. 

Groups  of  figures  seem  completely  to  rise  from 
the  surface  on  which  they  are  painted.  The  fore- 
shortenings  are  so  bold,  and  are  at  the  same  time 
executed  in  so  masterly  a  manner,  that  the  idea  of 
the  difficulty  overcome  is  lost  sight  of,  —  an  idea 
which  generally  at  once  rises.  As  Shakespeare 
could  say  every  thing,  he  could  draw  every  thing. 
At  the  left,  where  those  set  free  from  the  long  cap- 
tivity of  death  rise  from  their  graves  into  light,  and 
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gradually  ascend,  we  can  imagine  we  feel  the  breath 
of  ether  waffiug  them  upwards,  carrying  them  gently 
up  like  rising  air-bladders ;  whUst,  on  tlie  right,  the 
heavy  falling  of  the  condemned,  as  they  strive  to 
rise,  is  expressed  with  the  same  power.  Every- 
where the  feeling  which  fills  and  animates  the  fig- 
ures is  brought  powerfully  before  tlie  mind,  and 
excites  our  sympathy  as  io  the  suffering  cliaractera 
of  an  affecting  tragedy. 


The  figurative  representation  of  the  Last  Judg- 
ment is  as  old  as  Italian  art.  In  all  ages,  we  meet 
in  sculpture  and  painting  with  the  dead  rising  from 
their  graves,  the  multitudes  of  the  condemned  driven 
into  the  abyss,  the  blessed  rising  to  dance  with  the 
heavenly  bands  ;  and  in  the  midst,  above  them  all, 
Christ  in  judgment,  surrounded  by  his  saints.  The 
arrangement,  too,  was  according  to  the  old  custom, — 
the  good  on  tlie  left,  the  bad  on  the  right :  in  the 
midst,  between  them,  at  the  feet  of  Christ,  the  angel 
of  judgment ;  and  above,  the  instruments  of  suffer- 
ing, borne  like  trophies  through  the  air.  The  reli- 
^ous  worship  of  Italy  in  tlie  past  century,  gathering 
together,  as  it  had  done,  every  thing  that  could 
strengthen  its  influence,  required  the  representation 
of  the  last  feai'ful  day  as  one  chief  means  for  affect- 
ing the  mind.  The  dim  moment,  lying  in  remote 
futurity,  respectiug  which  the  saints  themselves  know 
not  when  it  will  begin,  was  a  fruitful  soil  for  the 
imagination  of  artists.  All  these  representations, 
however,  appear  forma!  and  rude  in  comparison  with 
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that  Trhich  Michael  Angelo  produced.  In  this  he 
proved  himself  eveu  here  as  a  genuine  artist,  that 
he  exhibited  not  the  judgment  itself,  but  only  the 
path  to  it.  The  tra^c  lies  not  in  the  fearful  deed, 
but  in  its  inevitable  approach ;  not  iu  tlie  eryoy- 
ment  of  happiness,  but  in  the  attaining  of  that  en- 
joyment. We  see  not,  therefore,  the  delight  of  the 
blessed,  but  the  trembling  expectation  of  speedily 
obtaining  it ;  and,  on  the  other  side,  we  see  not  the 
suffering  of  the  condemned,  but  the  last  horrible 
moments  before  sinking  into  eternal  torment.  Every 
figure  bears  in  itself  the  tenor  of  its  destiny.  What^ 
ever  we  suffer  on  earth,  —  whether  overwhelming 
joy  or  destroying  grief, — no  single,  unmixed  feeling 
ever  prevails  in  us :  remembrance  and  expectation 
always  weaken  the  force  of  the  moment,  however 
powerfully  it  takes  possession  of  us.  But  here,  as 
the  garments  have  fallen  from  their  bodies,  and  eartli 
has  vanished  under  their  feet,  the  man  is  fettered 
no  longer ;  penetrated  by  the  one  thought,  as  a  bell 
vibrates  with  the  one  tone  which  the  stroke  of  a 
strong  hand  has  produced,  he  is  filled  with  the  ex- 
perience of  the  moment.  And  the  degrees  of  these 
feehngs  —  from  the  first  faint  recognition  of  light, 
through  happiness  and  misery,  up  to  tlie  destroying 
knowledge  of  everlasting  condenmation  —  we  find 
represented  in  this  painting. 

The  wall  is  half  as  high  again  as  it  is  broad. 
Hence  the  necessity  of  a  higher  and  lower  centre. 
The  jud^ng  God  rules  the  upper  half ;  the  troop  of 
angels  sounding  to  the  judgment,  the  lower.  Both 
centres  are,  however,  so  well  united,  that  not  a 
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figure  could  be  found  which  may  appear  superfluous 
or  unnecessary  to  tlie  whole  train.  The  unity  of 
the  picture,  and  at  the  same  time  the  separateness 
of  the  different  groups,  is  marvellons.  The  angels 
strike  the  trumpets  ns  if  tlie  whole  world  must  quake 
at  the  sound,  and,  as  St.  Matthew  says,  as  if  all  the 
tribes  of  the  earth  must  mourn.  Unceasingly,  while 
they  blow,  men  awake  to  be  judged.  The  trumpets 
are  extended  in  all  directions,  except  to  the  right, 
where  close  beside  them  the  condemned  are  hurled 
down.  One  of  the  two  angels,  who  ought  to  be 
blowing  the  trumpets  there,  has  placed  the  trumpet 
over  Ms  shoulder,  and  lool^  with  frightened  curiosity 
at  the  ruin  of  the  guilty ;  while  the  other,  with  the 
trumpet  at  his  lips,  turns  away  his  head  inquiringly, 
as  if  he  had  just  received  orders  to  hold  his  breath. 
Two  other  figures  of  this  group,  which,  surrounded 
by  clouds,  seems  itself  like  a  single  heavy  cloud, 
hold  open  books,  —  that  of  condemnation  directed  to 
the  one  side,  that  of  life  to  the  other ;  while  below 
iliem,  in  the  deep  rocky  ground,  the  awakened  dead 
are  disengf^ng  themselves,  ■  Skeletons,  bodies  still 
veiled  with  palls,  naked  figures  rising,  some  still 
half  in  the  ground,  from  the  holes  of  which  they 
crawl,  others  already  so  far  advanced,  that,  kneeling 
and  supporting  themselves  with  their  arms,  they 
attempt  to  stand  until  they  beg^n  to  soar ;  and  the 
higher,  the  lighter  grows  the  movement,  up  to 
the  highest  of  those  who,  completely  freed  from  the 
sleep  of  centuries,  fly  towards  the  great  circle,  which 
in  wide  circumference  joins  the  first  circle,  sur- 
rounding the  form  of  Christ. 
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lu  the  contrast  of  these  rising  figures  to  the  ruined 
ones  on  the  other  side  of  the  painting,  Michael  An- 
gelo  has  displayed  his  greatest  art.  It  is  as  if  we 
saw  m^ses  of  clouds  covering  the  sky,  and  gigantic 
figures  suddenly  climbing  up  them,  or  starting  irom 
their  projections,  and  hovering  aimlessly  towards  the 
sun ;  and  opposite,  on  the  other  side,  as  if  leaden, 
devilish  powers  hung  to  those  pressing  upwards  to 
the  same  light,  and  drew  them  down  into  the  abyss. 
We  see  it  not ;  but  an  endless  profundity  seems  to 
open,  over  which  they  desperately  contend  to  the 
utmost.  This  contest  between  the  condemned  and 
Uie  devil  is  world-famed.  Thuigs  are  represented 
here  which  are  not  to  be  described.  And,  eqnaUy 
awfully  below,  we  see  Cliaron  emptying  his  crowded 
boat.  As  if  ho  was  emptying  a  sack  of  mice,  he 
makes  the  crowds  of  the  guilty  spring  down  into  the 
flames  and  smoke.  He  is  standing  on  the  edge  of 
the  vessel.  With  his  foot  upon  the  fore  part,  he 
brings  it  to  the  brink ;  and,  with  uplifted  oar,  lie 
strikes  among  the  throng,  who  are  seeking  to  cling 
to  it,  and  tremble  at  the  leap  into  the  abyss.  Dante 
describes  how  Charon  drives  them  to  the  boat:  we 
have  here  the  continuation  of  his  poem,  —  the  arri- 
val. Tliey  excite  still  greater  pity  than  those  wrest- 
ling with  tlic  devils  in  the  air  above.  For  above,  tlie 
decision  is  yet  delayed ;  a  possibility  of  disengaging 
themselves  remains :  here,  however,  all  is  lost.  And 
the  anxiety  of  mind  with  which  the  wretched  beings 
perceive  this,  is  represented  by  Michael  Angelo  as 
if  Dante  had  stood  by  him,  and  inspired  him  with 
his  spirit. 
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7. 

Yet  this  was  Michael  Angelo's  perfect  art.  To 
tmn  who  knows  Dante,  his  works  must  appear  like 
the  second  revelation  of  the  same  genius.  Dante 
created  a  new  world  for  the  Bomaiiic  nations,  by 
remodelling  the  forms  of  heathen  antiquity  for  his 
Christian  mythology.  What  before  floated  in  mys- 
ticism, he  endowed  with  more  tangible  life.  He  built 
up  anew  heaven  and  earth.  But  still  he  did  tliis 
only  to  meet  tlie  imagination,  until  Michael  Angelo 
came,  and  congealed  the  flowing  stream  of  verse 
into  form.  Now,  for  the  first  time,  it  possessed  com- 
plete reality.  Raphael  trod  in  Michael  Angelo's  foot- 
steps; and  all  succeeding  masters  yielded  to  him. 
From  henceforth  there  were  fixed  pictures  of  God 
the  Father,  of  Christ,  Mary,  and  of  the  countless 
saints,  with  which,  even  at  the  present  day,  we  see 
the  heaven  of  the  Romanic  nations  filled.  The  mul- 
titude, who  look  up  devoutly  to  these  figures  in  the 
churches,  imagine  not  that  these  were  thus  created 
by  a  few  artists  only  a  few  centuries  ago,  and  that 
the  statues  of  the  ancient  heathen  contributed  just 
as  much  as  nature  did  to  their  creation.  It  was  this 
Last  Judgment  that  gave  the  final  stamp  to  this  new 
generaljoii  of  divine  forms.  ^The  idea  of  Immensity 
was  introduced  into  figures  ;  of  the  strong  muscular 
frame,  which  was  subsequently  counflessly  imitated. 
It  is  astonishing  how  Michael  Angelo  attained  so 
mtich,  in  spite  of  this  clumsiness  of  the  corporeal, 
which  often  seems  to  fall  into  awkwardness.  For 
we  find  no  trace  of  that  ethereal  tenderness,  which, 
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accordiug  to  our  feeling,  should  never  be  absent 
from  tlie  form  of  a  departed  spurit,  if  such  a  form 
is  at  all  erente  to  be  representgdJ 

It  is  repulsive  to  the  German  mind  to  see  things, 
which  cannot  even  he  arrived  at  in  imagination, 
represented  in  a  fixed  figurative  form.  All  that  oau 
be  obtained  are  but  surmisings,  which  are  for  ever 
changing  their  hue,  like  the  heaven  above  us,  ac- 
cording to  the  position  of  the  sun.  These  outlined 
colored  forms  iail  to  suggest  an  idea  of  aught  sur- 
passing the  hmits  of  human  life,  because  we  know 
too  accurately  the  changing  ideas  of  different  epochs, 
until  liie  conviction  is  forced  upon  us,  that  every 
thing  figurative  is  but  the  product  of  a  definite 
period,  whose  conceptions,  oven  if  they  were  to  last 
hundreds  of  years,  wouldugtiU  one  day  lose  their 
ftdth- awakening  power.*E^What  was  the  form  of 
Christ?  A  picture  rises  oSore  us,  mild  and  gentle 
in  expression,  with  oval  countenance,  high  brows, 
parted  beard,  majestic  walk,  beauty  and  calm  dignity 
in  every  movement.  Whence,  however,  comes  this 
picture  ?  There  were  times  belonging  to  the  earliest 
ages  of  the  church,  when  the  opinion  prevailed  that 
he  was  insignificant  and  poor  in  appearance.  The 
early  Christians  seem  to  have  thought  of  him  thus  in 
contrast  to  the  beauty  of  the  heathen  deities.  The 
Greeks  asserted  that  the  greatness  of  God  had  been 
thus  most  fiilly  manifested,  by  his  having  revealed 
himself  imbodied  in  the  weakest  mortality ;  while 
the  Latins  maintained  that  the  outward  beauty  must 
have  corresponded  with  that  of  the  soul.  This 
opinion  at  first  only  slowly  made  its  way.     Pictures 
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iiext  appeared  of  the  Byzantine  type.*  But,  at  the 
time  in  which  modern  painting  developed  itself,  in- 
dividual features  were  chosen  at  wUl,  —  sometimos 
with  a  Byzantine  feeling,  sometimes  without  a  trace 
of  improvement.  It  was  under  Michael  Angelo  and 
Raphael  that  our  present  representation  first  arose. 
But  still,  as  many  paintings  show,  tlierc  was  no  typo 
to  which  it  was  necessary  to  adhere.  And  thus, 
wliile  Michael  Angelo  chiselled  his  first  great  work, 
the  dead  Christ  on  the  lap  of  Mary,  more  in  harmony 
with  the  Byzantine  style ;  in  his  Christ  in  the  Min- 
erva, he  introduced  the  elements  of  the  antique  into 
the  features.  Indescribably  superior,  however,  is  the 
aspect  which  the  Christ  in  the  Last  Judgment  pre- 
sents. An  unclothed,  broad-sliouldered  hero,  witli 
arms  upraised  tliat  could  strike  down  a  Hercules, 
distributing  blessings  and  curses,  his  hair  fluttering 
in  the  wind  like  flames  which  the  storm  blows  back, 
and  his  angry  countenance  looking  down  on  the 
condemned  with  frightful  eyes,  as  if  he  wished  to 
hasten  forward  the  destruction  in  whicli  his  word  had 
plunged  them.  The  form  of  the  head  strangely  calls 
to  mind  the  Apollo  Belvidere,  —  tliere  is  the  same 
triumphant  majesty  in  the  features, —  but  at  the 
same  time  the  whole  figure  recalls  the  words  of 
Daute,  iu  which  he  calls  Christ  Sommo  GHove,  —  the 
most  Mgh  Jupiter.  This  he  is  here ;  not  the  sufFei> 
ing  Son  of  man,  gentle  as  the  moon,  silent  rather 
than  speaking,  with  the  foreboding  of  his  fate  written 
on  his  sad  eyes.  Yet,  if  a  Last  Judgment  were 
to  be  painted,  with  everlastii^  condemnation,  and 
*  See  Appendix,  Sote  ZLII. 
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Ghrist  as  the  judge  who  pronounces  it,  how  could  he 
appear  otherwise  than  in  such  terribleness  ? 

And  around  him  is  the  immense  double  circle, 
with  every  eye  fixed  upon  him.  Each  is  expecting 
the  decisive  word  from  him.  Those  nearest  to  h''m 
are  the  calmest :  the  more  distant  from  him  are  the 
more  passionate  in  their  movements.  Their  heads 
are  stretched  forward  to  hear  the  verdict  better ; 
they  beckon  to  the  more  distant  to  come  nearer,  or 
they  notify  what  is  taking  place  ;  there  is  a  throng 
streaming  &om  all  sides  towards  Christ,  to  wht^e 
raised  right  hand  belong  salvation  and  misery.  The 
movement  is  represented  when  the  universal  decision 
is  just  takijig  place. 

Such  is  Michael  Angelo's  Last  Judgment.  While 
we  cherish  a  feeling  tiiat  at  that  day,  whenever  it 
occurs,  the  love  of  God  will  remit  all  sins  as  earthly 
error,  the  Roman  sees  alone  anger  and  revenge  as 
proceeding  from  the  Supreme  Being,  when  He  comes 
in  contact  with  humanity  for  the  last  time.  For  the 
sinner  is  for  ever,  from  henceforth,  to  be  condenmed. 
It  is  an  echo  of  the  old  idea,  often  enough  recurruig 
in  the  Old  Testament,  that  the  Divine  Being  is  an 
angry  and  fearfiil  power,  which  must  be  appeased, 
instead  of  the  source  of  good  alone,  abolishing  at  last 
all  evil  as  an  InQuence  that  has  beguiled  mankmd. 

It  is  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  speak  of  such 
things.  Our  feeling  respecting  them  is  too  profound 
to  succeed  in  obtainuig  clear  light  upon  it.  Still  we 
venture  not  to  pronounce  as  shadows  those  material 
images  which  have  been  transmitted  to  us  as  sacred 
bequests;  but,  in  the  course  of  spiritual  develop- 
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meiit,  it  appears  to  me  that  these  ideas  must  become 
paler  and  paler,  and  others  must  take  their  place,  an 
the  symbol  of  eternal  things.  For  without  symbols, 
whether  tangible  images  or  ideas,  we  are  never 
Batisfied,  however  plain  it  may  be  to  us  that  every 
thing  symbolic  is  but  a  similitude,  —  empty  to  him 
who  does  not  fill  up  its  meanuig  from  Mb  own  soul. 
As  we  look,  however,  at  the  Last  Judgment  on  the 
waU  of  the  Sistine  Chapel,  it  is  no  longer  a  similitude 
to  us,  but  a  monument  of  the  imaginative  spirit  of  a 
past  age  and  of  a  strange  people,  whose  ideas  are  no 
longer  ours.* 

'  8aa  Appendix,  Note  XLIU. 
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CHAPTER  THIRTEENTH. 

1586—1542. 

Plane  agi^tut  the  Duke  of  Fernini  —  The  Brutus  —  Ippolito  del 
Medici  —  AJesBaodro  dei  Medici  —  Ttie  Emperor  in  Rome  and 
Floreoce  —  The  Reformation  in  Germany  —  Tiie  Great  Council 
—  The  Pope's  Change  of  Viewa  regarding  the  Lutheran*  — 
Religious  MoTement  in  Italj  —  Death  of  the  old  Lodovico  Buo- 
narroti—  Ocoliino'fl  Parkin  Borne  —  The  Oratorium  of  DiTine 
Lo¥B  —  Caraflh  —  OTetthrow  of  the  Liberal  Parkin  the  Vati- 
can —  InquisitiOD  in  Borne. 

lyriCHAEL  ANGBLO  began  the  Last  Judgment 
'  -i-»A  about  the  year  1533 ;  at  the  end  of  1541,  he 
put  the  last  touch  to  it.  He  worked  without  assist- 
aace.  I>uring  these  six  years,  events  of  importance 
had  taken  place  around  him. 

Scarcely  was  Clement  Vii.  dead,  than  the  attempt 
was  made  in  Rome  to  overthrow  the  Government  of 
the  Duke  of  Florence,  and  to  restore  liberty. 

Alessandro's  conduct  daily  exasperated  the  nobles 
more  and  more.  Fear  of  the  tyranny  of  the  middle 
and  lower  classes  was  set  aside ;  the  existence  of  the 
ducal  power  became  an  msufferable  oppression  ;  all 
who  had  been  banished  or  Irightened  away  from 
Rorenee  hy  exile  or  discontent,  gatliered  together 
in  Rome  after  the  death  of  the  pope,  and  labored 
for  Alessandro's  ruin.  They  met  togejlter,  and  de 
bated  how  liberty  was  to  be  restored.  A 
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The  central  point  of  these  sSoits  was  Cardinal 
Ippolito  dei  Medici.  On  his  side  stood  the  cardinals 
Sajviati  and  Badolfi,  his  near  relatives ;  they  formed 
the  head  of  the  cardinals  to  whom  Leo  X,  and  Clem- 
ent had  owed  their  elevation,  and  who  had  on)y 
given  their  votes  to  the  election  of  Farnese,  because 
they  had  been  deceived  by  the  miserable  appearance 
which  he  exhibited.  Ippolito  lived  magnificently. 
His  palace  was  the  meeting-place  for  his  countrymen 
in  Rome.  He  employed  Florentine  artists :  he  was 
tlie  friend  and  patron  of  Michael  Angeio. 

We  know  not  whether  the  latter  worked  definitely 
for  the  cardinal ;  but  he  accepted  a  present  from 
him,  —  a  thing  he  refused  from  any  other.  IppoKto 
had  a  magnificent  Turkish  horse  in  hk  stables.  Mi- 
chael Angeio  admired  the  animal.  One  day  it  ap- 
peared before  his  house  with  a  groom,  and  ten  mules 
laden  with  provender.  Michael  Angeio  consented 
to  accept  it.  Ippolito  dei  Medici  appears,  from  the 
beginning  to  the  end  of  his  short  life,  as  one  of 
the  few  characters  which  lose  nothing  of  their  lustre 
upon  closer  examination. 

He  had  been  made  cardinal  in  the  year  1529, 
when  his  uncle  was  at  Orvieto,  sick,  moneyless, 
without  allies,  without  prospects  of  regaining  Flor- 
ence, and  in  the  greatest  distress.  He  was  a  beau- 
tiful, passionate  youth.  The  ecclesiastical  dignity 
which  was  awarded  to  him  altered  nothing  in  his 
conduct.  When  matters  became  more  favorable  for 
the  pope,  Ippolito  soon  stood  at  the  head  of  Roman 
society.  He  hated  Alessaudro,  and  Clement  had 
difficulty  in  keeping  them  apart.     Wlien  Alessaadro 
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was  to  be  eetabliBhed  in  Florence,  and  was  on  bis 
way  there,  Ippolito  suddenly  appeared.  He  loved 
Gateriua,  and  wished  as  her  consort  to  govern  the 
city.  Up  to  the  misfortune  of  1527,  he  had  been 
the  one  there  who,  thongh  only  in  name,  had  decided 
in  affairs  of  State,  aad  who  bore  the  title  Magnifico, 
while  Alessaudro  was  treated  more  as  a  child.  "With 
difficulty  he  was  induced  by  Schomberg  to  give  up 
his  plans  and  return  to  Itome.  "  He  is  mad,"  cried 
the  pope  ;  "  he  will  be  no  cardinal ! "  He  then 
marched  to  Hungary  against  the  Turks,  as  com- 
mander of  the  Italian  auxiliaries.  On  the  way  back, 
bis  men  rebelled,  and  Charles  had  him  arrested  as 
instigator  of  the  movement,  of  course  only  to  set 
him  free  agmn ;  but  be  gave  bim  credit  for  it.  Ippo- 
lito's  portrait,  painted  at  that  time  by  Titian,  is  still 
to  be  seen  in  Florence ;  it  is  a  knee-piece  as  large 
as  life.  He  stands  there  in  a  smooth,  close-fitting, 
dark  red-velvet  coat,  a  band  of  gold  buttons  across 
his  breast,  dark  cap,  and  white  plume.  A  pale  Ital- 
ian countenance  with  black  hair ;  large  dark  eyes, 
bold  and  noble  features ;  a  dog  hy  his  side :  no  one 
would  suppose  a  cardinal  in  that  proud,  youthful 
figure.  Kicbly  as  money  flowed  in  upon  him,  be 
always  gave  more  than  he  had  to  give.  At  the  same 
time,  condescending  as  be  was  towards  his  friends, 
he  was  proud  in  his  behavior  towards  princes.  When 
he  a<MX)mpanied  his  uncle  to  France  on  the  marriage 
of  Caterina,  he  refused  all  Francis  I.'s  presents ;  be 
would  only  accept  of  a  tame  lion,  which  the  king 
offered  him.  TMs  was  in  the  year  1533.  At  that 
time  he  was  in  love  with  the  beautilul  Giulia  Gon- 
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sags,  flie  most  beautiful  woman  in  Italy,  who  held 
her  court  at  Fondi,  on  the  Neapolitan  frontier.  He 
Bent  Sebastian  del  Piombo  there,  accompanied  by  an 
armed  force,  that  he  might  paint  her ;  and  this  por- 
trait, completed  within  a  month,  is  said  to  have  been 
the  most  mai'vellous  that  Sebastian  has  painted. 
Ginlia  was  so  beautiful,  that  the  Sultan,  who  had 
heard  of  her,  wished  to  seize  her  for  himself.  A 
vessel  landed  secretly  on  the  coast,  and  the  Turks 
surprised  the  palace  by  night,  while  Giulia,  throwing 
herself  on  a  horse  as  she  was,  fortunately  escaped. 
When  we  bear  of  such  adventures  as  tliese ;  when  we 
see  Ippolito  not  only  suri'ounded  by  the  outward 
enjoyments  of  life,  but  at  the  same  time  a  poet,  a 
translator  of  a  song  of  the  jEneid  into  Italian  verse, 
a  statesman  and  head  of  a  powerful  party,  in  the 
midst  of  the  perpetual  vicissitude  of  events  large 
and  small,  —  when  we  remember  all  this,  we  under- 
stand sucli  an  existence  too  justly  to  expect  from 
him  that  strictness  of  conduct  and  seclusion  of  life, 
which  alone  could  lit  him  for  all  that  Christendom 
demanded  of  a  cardinal  of  the  Church  of  Rome.  He 
was  eighteen  years  old  when  he  became  cardinal, 
and  twenty-four  when  he  died  by  poison. 

The  Dnke  of  Florence  bad  sent  an  embassy,  on 
the  elevation  of  Paul  III.,  to  congratulate  him. 
Filippo  Strozzi  and  Eaccio  Valori  took  part  in  it. 
These,  it  seems,  gave  the  final  ratification  to  the 
combination  gainst  Alessandro,  by  whom  they  were 
declared  rebels.  Both  had  lived  a  past,  which  noth- 
ing could  palliate.  By  their  co-operation,  for  the 
most  part,  the  freedom  of  the  city  had  been  destroyed. 
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Strozzi  had  eagerly  promoted  the  building  of  the 
citadel,  and  had  been  mentioned  as  the  principal 
participator,  indeed  originator,  of  Alessandro's  ex- 
cesses. In  spite  of  this,  when  he  refused  to  allow 
them  that  share  in  the  Government  which  they 
claimed,  but  treated  them  as  subjects,  making  them 
feel  bitterly  the  power  which  he  owed  most  of  all  to 
themselves,  they  turned  against  him,  and  the  free- 
dom of  Florence  was  again  their  motto.  By  the 
magic  of  this  word,  friends  aud  foes  were  once  more 
united.  The  old  exiled  democrats  of  1530  gathered 
together  in  Rome  from  all  quarters  of  their  banish- 
ment, and  made  common  cause  with  them.  Ippo- 
lito's  influence  completed  "the  feeling  of  mistrust. 
Jacopo  Nardi,  the  historian,  who  had  lived  as  an 
esile  in  Venice,  came  at  that  time  to  Borne.  He 
relates  how  Ippolito  persuaded  him.  By  night,  one 
of  Strozzi's  sons  conducted  him — the  stern  old  deui- 
ocrat — into  the  palace  of  the  Medici.  He  went  up 
the  gloomy  steps,  and  they  left  him  there  alone.  Then 
a  form  entered  the  apartment,  with  a  noble,  military 
bearing,  his  sh^gy  hat  drawn  over  his  face,  and  a 
mantle  over  his  shoulders.  "  I  am  the  cardinal," 
he  said.  And  then,  sitting  down  together,  Ippolito 
b^;an  to  speak  so  eloquently  of  Florence,  of  the 
freedom  of  his  poor  country,  that  they  both  burst 
into  tears.  Nardi  now  induced  his  companions  to 
trust  in  the  cardinal,  and  the  union  of  all  ag^nst 
Alessandro  was  brought  about. 
\^&  have  no  indication  that  Michael  Angelo  took 
part  in  this.  He  was  painting  at  his  Last  Judgment 
from  morning  till  night.\  It  was  in  winter  of  1534 
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Bnd  1535,  and  the  following  spring,  that  these  tbinga 
were  carried  on.  But  it  is  scarcely  to  be  supposed, 
that  one  who  was  so  intimate  with  men  whom  he 
now  saw  again  for  the  first  time  after  the  sad  events 
in  Florence,  was  not  among  them  and  a  sharer  of 
their  designs.  The  entire  Florentine  community  in 
Rome  joined  the  cardinal.  Cardinal  Ridolfi  was 
Michael  Angelo's  friend  and  patron.  He  was  exe- 
cuting for  him  the  unfinished  bust  of  Bmtus.  He 
was  intimate  with  the  Strozzi,  especially  witli  a  son 
of  Filippo's,  named  Buberto.  Moreover,  he  hated 
Alessandro,  and  was  enthusiastic  about  the  freedom 
of  the  city,  with  which  even  the  Farnese  seemed  to 
be  inspired.  Paul  III.' believed  no  better  means 
could  be  found  for  the  elevation  of  his  family,  than 
the  humiliation  of  the  Medici,  whose  internal  discord 
he  endeavored  to  foster.  He  appeared  animated  by 
ihe  best  wishes  to  help  the  famed  and  noble  city  to 
regain  her  freedom,  and  he  stood  on  the  side  of 
Ippolito  and  the  exiles. 

The  latter  now  arranged  themselves  in  due  form. 
On  the  25th  March,  an  embassy  was  dispatched 
to  Spain  to  the  emperor,  charged  with  complaints 
against  Alessandro,  and  imploring  the  re-establish- 
ment of  the  consiglio  grande,  or  of  a  constitution 
not  less  democratic  in  its  character.  If  the  emperor 
granted  neither,  they  were  commissioned  to  demand 
that  the  cardinal  should  rule  in  the  way  that  things 
had  been,  prior  to  1527.  Nobles  and  democracy, 
who,  in  spite  of  their  union,  differed  on  many  points 
in  their  conferences  in  Rome,  had  declared  them- 
selves agreed  as  to  the  substance  of  these  demands. 
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The  emperor  was  on  the  point  of  sajling  for  Tunis 
when  the  nobles  reached  him.  The  policy  of  Spain 
had  made  this  expedition  appear  necessary.  Proof 
most  be  given  that  they  were  a  match  for  the  Turk- 
ish powers  in  the  Mediterranean.  One  of  the  most 
famous  corsairs  had  seized  upon  Tunis,  with  the 
help  of  the  Sultan  Solimau ;  had  made  the  coasts 
insecure ;  and  had  threatened  to  take  Sicily  and  Sar- 
dinia. The  moment  was  favorable  for  striking  a 
blow,  as  the  sultan  was  engaged  in  other  wars. 

The  emperor  was  also  in  alliance  with  Alessandro. 
All  depended  on  the  offers  made  by  tlie  duke  and  the 
cardinal.  Ippolito  offered  more ;  and  tliis  obtained 
for  the  embassy  the  expressions  of  good-will  with 
which  they  were  received.  Charles  dismissed  them 
upon  this  for  a  time.  In  Naples,  he  added,  whither 
he  would  repair  on  the  termination  of  the  war,  he 
hoped  to  see  them  again.  All  should  then  be  de- 
cided on. 

Ippolito  was  dissatisfied.  Sometliing  ought  to  have 
taken  place  at  once.  He  thought  of  going  direct  to 
Florence,  and  of  bringing  about  a  division  there. 
Then  he  resolved  to  follow  the  emperor  to  Africa, 
to  take  part  in  the  war,  and  to  paralyze  Alessandro's 
influence.  Arms  had  always  been  his  favorite  pro- 
fession :  in  Borne  he  always  maintained  a  number 
of  military  leaders  who  were  devoted  to  him ;  and 
BO,  accompanied  by  a  splendid  train,  he  set  out  in 
July  for  Naples,  to  proceed  from  thence  by  ship. 
But  he  did  not  complete  the  journey.  At  Itri,  he 
suddenly  took  sick,  and  died.  That  he  was  poisoned 
is  certain ;  it  is  uncertain  whether  the  pope  or  Ales 
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sandro  ordered  tlie  murder  to  be  eommitted.  It  lay 
in  the  interests  of  both,  that  Ippolito's  career  should 
be  put  an  end  to.  Paul  gave  his  revenues  to  Car- 
dinal Farnese,  his  grandson,  a  youth  of  fourteen. 
Ippolito  had  indeed  played  a  false  game  with  the 
Floreutinea  when  ho  spoke  of  liberty.  He  wished 
to  rule  as  Alessandro  ruled.  He  is  said  even  to 
have  secretly  negotiated  with  the  latter,  to  effect  a 
friendly  division  of  power ;  still  it  excites  pity  to  see 
such  young  and  blooming  vigor  suddenly  destroyed 
in  so  sad  a  manner. 

The  Florentines  in  Kome  did  not  give  up  their 
cause  on  this  account.  After  a  glorious  termination 
to  the  expedition,  the  emperor  came  to  Naples  in 
November;  and  here,  where  he  spent  the  winter, 
the  two  parties  sought  to  obtain  his  decision.  Em- 
bassies arrived  from  Kome  and  Florence.  Alessan- 
dro appeared  with  princely  pomp.  In  the  streets 
of  Naples,  it  sometimes  happened  tliat  members  of 
the  same  family  —  some  exiles,  and  others  adherents 
of  the  duke  —  would  meet,  spring  from  their  horses, 
overcome  with  rage,  and  fall  upon  each  other  with 
daggers.  The  Cardinals  Salviati  and  Ridolfi,  who 
had  come  forward  in  Ippolito's  stead,  were  not  in 
disfavor  with  Charles,  We  have  long  documents 
and  records,  in  which  the  parties  asserted  their 
claims.  Guicciardini  was  Alessandro's  counsellor. 
The  emperor  seemed  doubtful :  for  the  sake  of  com- 
pelling the  duke  to  do  what  was  agreeable  to  him, 
he  supported  the  hopes  of  the  cardinals  for  a  time. 
He  offered  Alessandro  such  hard  conditions,  that  he 
was  on  the  point  of  leaving  Naples  in  anger.     Guic- 
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oiardini  restrtdned  him.  Baccio  Valori,  the  old 
intriguer,  ageda.  played  on  both  sides.  The  end  was, 
that  the  duke  united  with  the  emperor;  that  the 
old  and  almost  relinquislied  project  of  the  marriage 
between  Alessandro  and  Margherita,  the  natural 
daughter  of  Charles,  was  taken  up,  and  the  betrothal 
was  celebrated  in  February,  1536.  While  the  cardi- 
nals and  their  party  returned  sadly  to  Rome,  the 
future  son-in-law  of  the  emperor  sot  out  joyfully  on 
his  way  to  Florence,  to  make  every  thing  ready  there 
for  the  emperor's  reception. 

At  the  beginning  of  April,  Charles  set  out  for  the 
north,  with  seven  thousand  men,  the  remainder  of 
the  African  army,  the  other  half  of  which  went  by 
sea  to  (Jenoa.  His  plan  was  a  war  with  France. 
Francis  I.  was  again  making  preparations  against 
Milan.  It  was  this,  too,  which  had  given  the  turn 
to  the  decision  in  favor  of  Alessandro.  The  duke 
had  bound  himself  to  pay  important  sums ;  he  had 
promised  to  consign  the  citadel  of  Florence  to  a 
Spanish  garrison,  and  to  undertake  a  command  in 
Ihe  war  itself.  If  the  emperor  had  declared  against 
him,  Florence  would  have  gone  over  to  France. 
Even  at  the  time  when  the  exiles  were  negotiating 
with   Ippolito   in  Bonie,   tills    question    had    been 


The  pope  was  so  alarmed  at  the  impending  march 
of  the  emperor  through  his  dominions,  that  he 
thought  of  escaping  to  Perugia.  Then,  chan^g 
his  mind,  he  armed  the  Romans,  assembled  a  body- 
guard of  three  thousand  men,  and  received  his  noWe 
guest  in  the  most  magnificent  manner.     It  was  long 
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since  a  Boman  emperor  had  been  received  by  a  popo 
at  the  foot  of  the  stairs  leading  to  St.  Pevers.  Pour 
days  Charles  remained  in  Borne.  Simply  dressed. 
he  roamed  through  the  city,  that  he  might  accurately 
examine  its  magnificence.  I  know  of  no  more  de- 
tailed account  of  these  days,  from  wluch  we  may 
gather  whether  Michael  Angelo  was  introduced  to 
him.  That  he  did  jtot,  however,  meet  him  is  scarce- 
ly to  be  supposed.  Michael  Angelo  w£k  the  first 
artist  in  the  world :  he  had  been  just  appointed  by 
Paul  to  be  chief  arcMtect,  sculptor,  and  painter  of 
the  apostolic  palace ;  and  he  was  admitted  among  the 
number  of  the  peculiar  protSgSs  of  the  Vatican. 
Charles,  who  had  distinguished  Benvenuto  CeUini 
in  the  most  condescending  manner,  could  not  hare 
passed  by  Michael  Angelo.  Even  for  the  sake  of 
hU  own  honor,  the  pope  must  have  produced  him. 
The  only  thing  that  we  know  on  the  matter  rests  on 
Vasari's  statement,  that  the  emperor  also  wished  to 
get  Michael  Angelo  into  his  service.  This  can  only 
have  happened  at  that  time. 

Charles  does  not  appear  in  history  as  a  prince 
who  had  especial  predilection  for  art.  Compared 
with  Francis  I.,  he  is  inferior  in  this.  Our  slight 
acquaintance  witli  Spanish  buildings  may  be  in  fault, 
and  he  may  not  be  known  in  this  respect  so  well  as 
he  deserved.  Titian  was  the  master  he  preferred, 
and  he  received  splendid  proofs  of  his  good-will.  But 
that  which  here,  as  everywhere,  spoils  the  impression 
of  Charles's  character,  is  the  pedantic  coolness  of 
his  nature,  and  the  oppressive  etiquette  that  he  re 
quired.     It  is  possible,  that  his  experience  proved 
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the  neceBsiiy  of  the  artiBcial  halo  vith  wMch  he  sur- 
rounded himself.  Yet  it  belonged  to  the  tendencies 
of  his  lamily  generally  to  keep  themselves  separated, 
by  golden  barriers,  from  other  mortals.  Charles 
toOBsessed  notbing  attractive,  nothing  inviting  confi- 
dence :  he  appears  so  bold  and  calculating,  that  one 
involuntarily  takes  the  aide  of  his  adversaries,  even 
when  they  are  evideutly  in  the  wrong.  But  it 
belongs  to  our  nature  to  have  greater  sympathy 
even  for  crimes,  which  proceed  from  passion,  than 
for  virtues,  the  source  of  which  is  a  cold  reserve. 

The  emperor  availed  himself  of  his  sojourn  in 
Rome  to  give  out  a  programme  of  all  that  the  world 
might  expect  from  him  in  the  time  to  come.  In  a 
solemn  assembly,  at  which  the  cardinals  stood,  and 
the  pope  alone  was  seated,  he  made  known  his  views 
respecting  France.  He  spoke  Spanish,  as  if  E.omo 
were  to  be  shown  in  what  idiom  from  henceforth  the 
history  of  the  world  was  to  be  carried  on.  He 
pointed  out  what  he  had  done  for  Rome ;  he  referred 
to  the  danger  threatening  from  the  Lutherans ;  and 
addressing,  in  conclusion,  the  French  ambassadors 
present,  he  condemned  the  behavior  of  their  king, 
whom  he  was  now  compelled  to  remind  of  his  duties 
by  force.  The  nobles  desired  to  reply;  but  they 
were  cut  short. 

Prom  Rome,  Charles  proceeded  to  Florence,  which 
was  transformed  by  Alessandro  in  all  haste  into  a 
pompous  theatre.  These  were  the  days  which  Va- 
sari,  as  supreme  leader  of  all  the  arrangements, 
celebrated  as  his  greatest  triumphs,  and  which  he 
extols  as   the   paradisaical   age  of  Florentine   art 
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The  whole  troop  of  architects,  sculptors,  and  paint- 
ers, were  desperately  busy  under  him.  Ho  scarcely 
permitted  himself  rest  at  night.  And  what  delight 
was  it  when  the  duke  touched  Mm  on  the  shoulder, 
and  spoke  a  gracious  word !  Triumphal  arches,  stat- 
ues of  gypsum,  painted  ceilings,  standards,  all  on 
a  colossal  scale,  and  sufficient  to  fill  ahnost  every 
street,  were  produced  in  tlie  shortest  time.  Tho  ex- 
cellence with  which  tliese  works  were  accomplished, 
as  well  as  the  rapidity  with  which  they  were  done, 
show  the  course  which  Florentine  art  had  taken. 
Quickness  was  genius ;  size  was  grandeur' ;  the  cor- 
rupt was  beautiful.  That  influence  of  Michael  An- 
gelo's  upon  art,  which  must,  without  indeed  any 
fault  on  his  part,  be  designated  as  fatal,  was  here 
glaringly  evidenced.  It  was  not  liis  doing,  that  they 
imitated  the  colossal  size  and  the  positions  of  his  fig- 
ures. Nature  was  no  longer  talked  of;  effect  was 
desired  ;  and  thus,  with  unusual  power  of  imitation 
and  readiness  of  hand,  they  created  things  which 
they  designated  works  of  art,  and  which  many  in  our 
own  day  would  also  so  designate ;  clumsy  produc- 
tions, the  intellectual  value  of  which  was  nought. 
And,  as  the  opportunity  often  returned,  similar  de- 
corative undertakings  became  so  frequent  among  the 
artists  in  Florence,  that  every  studio  soon  aimed  at 
disputing  for  fame ;  and  the  successes  obtained  in 
them  were  regarded  almost  as  the  highest  sought 
for.  The  old  Florentine  art  had  rendered  service  to 
freedom ;  that  which  followed  it  rendered  homage 
to  the  dukes. 
The  last  visit  of  the  emperor  hi  Florence  was  to 
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the  sacristy  of  Saa  Lorenzo.  Oomliig  out  of  the 
church,  he  mounted  his  horse,  and  left  the, city. 
This  visit  was  the  first  of  three  scenes,  which  Mi- 
chael Angelo's  work  was  now  to  witness  in  quick 
succession.  The  second  was  the  marriage  of  Ales- 
sandro  and  Margherita.  The  duchess  was  married 
to  him  almost  as  a  child,  ratlier  as  a  ple<^e  of  the 
obligations  mutually  entered  upon,  than  for  the  sake 
of  being  his  wife  already.  Festivities  were  repeated, 
as  at  the  entry  of  her  father,  Vasari  was  again  at 
the  head  of  all.  We  understand  how,  at  the  loss 
of  the  duke,  he  almost  fell  into  despair,  and  depicted 
his  master  as  the  essence  of  virtues,  the  existence  of 
which  his  enemies  alone  denied.  He  lost  him  soon 
enough.  This  was  the  third  scene  acted  in  the  sac- 
risty of  San  Lorenzo.  Alessandro's  own  cousin,  a 
gloomy,  silent  character,  whom  he  had  continually 
with  him  as  his  most  intimate  friend,  allured  him 
into  a  place  of  concealment,  and  had  him  assassi- 
nated. The  death  was  kept  secret,  to  avoid  an  up- 
roar in  favor  of  freedom.  They  carried  the  body  by 
night,  wrapped  up  in  carpets,  to  the  sacristy,  and 
placed  it  in  one  of  the  sarcophagi.  Michael  Angelo 
had  little  anticipated  this  when  he  chiselled  it.  But 
liberty  returned  not.  A  grandson  of  one  of  those 
Medici  who  had  returned  into  the  city  under  Savon- 
arola,—  a  young  man  sixteen  years  old,  named 
Cosmo,  —  was  sent  for  by  those  who  had  placed 
themselves  at  the  head  of  affairs  after  Alessandro's 
murder ;  and,  amid  many  promises,  all  of  which  he 
willu^ly  made  and  broke,  he  was  elected  duke. 
Guicciardini  was  again  one  of  those  who  assisted 
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most.  It  was  Cosmo  who  founded  the  dynast; 
of  the  succeeding  rulers  of  Tuscany,  and  who  com- 
pletely set  aside  the  little  relic  of  the  old  citizeu- 
like  iudependeace  which  had  remained  under  Ales- 
Eaadro. 


All  this  took  place  in  1536,  the  second  year 
of  Michael  Angelo's  work  at  the  Last  Judgment. 
Other  things,  too,  were  happening  at  that  time.  We 
have  said  nothing  at  present  of  the  Reformation.  It 
was  like  a  great  war,  by  which  hitherto  the  Italian 
frontier  had  been  scarcely  affected ;  but  it  now  be- 
gan to  be  carried  into  the  land  itself. 

JSiformare  is  to  remodel.  Eiformare  lo  »tato  sig- 
nified, for  Florence,  to  overthrow  the  constitution, 
and  to  establish  a  new  one.  The  reformation  of 
the  Church  was  an  old  necessity,  acknowledged  by 
the  popes  themselves.  At  first,  however,  a  remodel- 
ling in  the  outward  life  of  the  clergy  was  understood 
by  it.  The  state  of  things  was  acknowledged  to  be 
intolerable.  And,  as  when  any  thing  is  sick  and  dis- 
eased, the  most  evident  consequences  are  generally 
regarded  as  the  cause  of  the  evil,  so  now  the  univer- 
sal watchword  was  "  Reformation,"  —  the  removal 
of  this  disorder. 

The  popes  had  already  shown  themselves  favorable 
to  such  a  change,  because,  with  the  introduction  of  a 
stricter  morality,  greater  dependence  upon  Rome 
was  to  be  looked  for.  Rome  was  the  capital  of 
the  world ;  every  thing  appeared  beneficial  which 
strengthened   her  in   this   capacity.     The   renewed 
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obedience  of  the  clergy  would  have  caused  a  renewal 
of  the  dependence  of  all  Christians.  But  Rome  had 
to  take  the  lead  in  setting  a  good  example ;  and  this 
was  the  great  step  upon  which  neither  popes  nor 
cardinals  could  resolve.  And  any  oue  who  is  well 
acquainted  with  the  lUimish  affairs  will  perceive 
tliat  this  was  not  to  be  done.  We  might  as  well 
demand  of  Paris  at  the  present  day,  tliat  she  should 
renounce  the  study  of  fashion ;  that  all  dissolute  meu 
there  should  become  moral,  all  thieves  honest,  all 
women  quiet  maidens.  Whoever  knows  Paris  will 
say  that  this  cannot  be.  And  so,  too,  it  could  not  be 
the  case  in  Rome,  that  pope  and  prelates  should  con- 
form to  a  simple  Christian  walk.  But  that  this  could 
not  be,  was  the  reason  why  half  Germany  apostatized 
firom  the  Romish  Church. 

The  word  Reformation  was,  at  the  beginning  of  the 
sixteenth  century,  the  watchword,  somewhat  as  Con- 
stitution is  in  the  beginning  of  our  own.  They  felt 
the  wretched  state  of  things ;  and  this  word  implied 
to  them  a  remedy  for  every  evil.  Connected  with  it 
was  the  idea  of  a  general  council,  at  which  the  peo- 
ple might  independently  establish  their  faith  anew, 
and  the  Church  might  be  tlioroiighly  remodelled, — a 
council  which  should  be  a  union  of  the  noblest  men- 
tal powers  of  all  nations,  and  the  decisions  of  winch, 
pope,  princes,  and  people  would  have  to  submit  to. 
They  knew  not  rightly  how,  and  where,  and  when ; 
but  they  urged  it.  And  this  idea,  which  was  too 
high  and  too  general  for  any  one  to  work  at  its  real- 
ization because  this  or  that  advantage  was  to  aficme 
from  it,  but  which  every  one  saw  only  in  the  distauce 
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as  a  kind  of  earthly  tribunal,  eEFecting  a  umversal 
returu  to  purer  forms  of  life,  —  this  idea  suddenly 
kindled  in  Germany,  and  brought  about  that  change, 
and  those  contests  and  results,  which,  at  the  present 
day,  comprising  it  all  as  one  event,  we  call  the 
Reformation.  To  us,  Eeformation  signifies  a  histori- 
cal act ;  to  the  sixteenth  century,  the  word  contained 
a  multitude  of  ideal  wishes  and  expectations. 

After  having  long  studied  the  history  of  the  Ro- 
manic nations,  we  become  unavoidably  habituated 
to  regard  moral  things  under  an  artificial  aspect. 
We  560  how  the  beautiful,  and  often  even  tlie  good 
and  great,  may  spring  up  amid  the  most  criminal 
circumstances  and  people ;  and  wo  at  last  cease  to 
condemn:  we  merely  contemplate.  Justice  forbids 
more.  We  come  even  so  far  as  to  regard  men  like 
Savonarola,  who  did  nothing  but  call  the  actions  of 
the  world  by  their  right  name,  and  this  from  the 
noblest  motives,  and  who  endeavored  even  until 
death  to  bring  about  a  change,  —  we  come  so  far  as 
to  regard  these  as  disturbers  of  the  peace,  as  men 
who  touched  with  rough  hands  the  liarmony  of  ex- 
isting things.  Goethe  thus  condemns  him  in  con- 
trast to  Lorenzo  dei  Medici,  who  scarcely  deserves  to 
be  mentioned  in  comparison  with  Savonarola's  noble 
purity.  It  was  Savonarola  whom  Luther  declared  to 
be  his  champion.  But,  as  different  as  Luther  is  from 
Savonarola,  so  different  is  Germany  from  Italy. 
Savonarola  was  like  a  drop  of  water,  which  fell  in 
vain  on  a  burning  stone:  Luther  was  fruit-bearing 
seed,  which  was  sown  at  the  right  time  in  a  suscep- 
tible Boil. 
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The  internal  condition  of  Germany  appeared,  at 
the  beginning  of  the  gixteenth  century,  of  such  a 
nature,  that  almost  from  time  immeiaorial  it  had 
exercised  no  influence  abroad.  Germany  furnished 
armies  for  the  war-waging  princes  of  the  rest  of 
Europe ;  hut  they  fought  not  for  their  own  country. 
The  soldiery  might  be  led  for  money  against  any  foe. 
There  was  no  power  to  express  a  will  as  a  German 
nation.  So  closely  and  so  strangely  linked  were  the 
shackles  which  hound  land  and  people,  that,  attacked 
firom  without,  they  could  not  even  have  defended 
themselves.  But  no  one  attacked  them.  The  wars 
which  the  Emperor  Maximilian  waged  against  Franca 
were  paid  for  by  Burgundy ;  his  Italian  campaigns  by 
Milan.  What  he  received  from  Gfermany  was  small. 
The  country,  which  la  a  united  state  would  have 
been  stronger  than  any  nation  in  the  world,  lay  there 
at  that  time  inactive,  split  into  infinite  pieces,  filled 
with  the  continual  feuds  of  all  these  small  States 
with  each  other.  It  was  a  matter  of  course  that  the 
emperor  could  not  interpose.  Albert  Diirer  wrote 
home,  how  in  Venice  the  German  emperor  was  ridi- 
culed as  powerless;  but  at  home  things  were  no 
better.  There  was  nothing  aggressive  in  the  German 
nature.  They  only  desired  to  defend  tliemselves. 
And  thus  each  kept  his  place,  —  citizen,  knight, 
prince,  and  ecclesiastic ;  each  endeavoring  to  secure 
himself,  each  with  his  thoughts  turned  within.  And, 
as  no  outer  impulse  jarred,  the  state  of  things  was 
rich  and  luxurious.  Maccliiavelli,  when  he  came 
upon  the  German  frontier,  in  one  of  his  diplomatic 
journeys,  wrote  a  book  on  Germany,  in  which  he 
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depicted  it  to  the  Italians,  as  Tacitus  had  once  done 
to  the  Romans,  as  a  prosperous  and  model  land, 

enviable  from  its  excellence. 

Into  this  retirement  flowed  the  current  of  thought 
that  had  been  newly  awakened  in  Italy.  No  people 
is  m.ore  capable  of  giving  themselves  up  to  the 
influence  of  mind  than  the  German.  They  eagerly 
seized  upon  all  that  came  across  the  Alps,  and  worked 
it  into  a  possession  of  their  own.  An  involuntary 
union  arose  among  those  who  had  obtained  the  new 
mental  treasures,  or  who  wished  to  acquire  them, — 
a  kind  of  free  fellowship,  which  spread  over  the  land 
without  regai'd  to  dwelling-place  and  birtli.  They 
held  together ;  without  object,  without  aim,  without 
mystery,  but  united  by  tlte  one  feeling,  that  Germany 
was  in  an  unworthy  condition,  and  tliat  it  must  be 
otherwise.  Formerly  tlie  emperor  had  ruled  the 
whole  world ;  now  he  was  despised.  Immense  sums 
were  sent  by  the  country  yearly  to  Rome  to  be  ex- 
pended uselessly.  A  numerous  body  of  clergy  in 
Germany  itself  possessed  the  best  land  as  permanent 
property.  Full  of  shame,  the  only  man  who  felt  all 
tliis,  and  would  gladly  have  changed  it,  saw  himself 
powerless  as  regarded  the  state  of  things,  even 
though  he  had  belonged  to  the  mightiest  of  the 
land. 

This  discontent,  however,  never  condensed  itself 
into  practical  ideas,  such  as  we  require  at  the  present 
day  in  every  social  or  political  movement.  Hutten, 
who  wrote  most  vehemently  and  plainly,  nowliere 
says  any  thing  which  presents  itself  as  obviously 
feasible,  and  which  could  have  brought  about  a 
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reformation  of  things.  No  one  would  attack  law, 
order,  and  castom.  Nothing,  moreover,  urged  to 
instant  movement,  ,  In  those  times,  when  the  inter- 
course was  so  slight,  that  what  was  taking  place  in 
the  south  of  the  country  only  reached  the  knowledge 
of  the  north  after  tedious  months,  when  tidings  for 
the  most  part  were  current  only  as  vague  reports, 
political  desires  were  weak  incitements.  But  clas- 
sical culture  and  freedom  of  thought  increased  more 
and  more ;  and  the  soil  which  received  them  most 
easily  was  the  clergy  themselves,  who,  accustomed 
to  reflect,  and  endowed  with  the  capability  of  ex- 
pressing thought,  readily  accepted  the  new  ideas, 
and  digested  them. 

It  is  difficult  at  the  present  day  to  form  an  idea 
of  the  power  and  extent  of  the  clergy  at  that  time. 
In  Catholic  Germany,  at  the  present  day,  there  is 
nothing  to  be  remotely  compared  with  it.  Even 
Italy,  which  seems  to  be  filled  with  monks  and  ab- 
bots, would  appear  empty  compared  with  the  state 
of  things  at  that  period.  It  is  scarcely  exaggeration 
to  say  that  half  Grermany  belonged  to  tlie  clergy, 
just  as  we  should  now  say  that  the  army  of  the 
country  absorbs  half  the  revenue.  Indeed,  our 
standing  army  ^ves  the  best  idea  of  the  position 
of  the  clei^  in  the  sixteenth  century.  We  have 
only  to  imagine  these  thousands  of  soldiers,  from 
the  peasant's  son  in  the  lowest  position,  to  the  great- 
est noble  in  the  highest,  changed  into  religious  func- 
tionaries. They  were  nothing  but  a  band  of  men, 
who,  organized  among  themselves,  and  dwelling  in 
the  midst  of  the  country,  were  yet  freed  from  its 
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lavE,  and  occupying  the  most  fayorable  places.  We 
may  imagine  the  barracks  as  monasteries,  the  for- 
tresses as  bishops'  palaces,  and  the  whole  maes,  not 
perhaps  as  maintained  directly  by  the  State,  but  each 
barrack,  each  fortification,  so  riclily  endowed  with 
land  and  working  subjects,  that  not  only  was  the 
daily  maintenance  supplied  by  them,  but  enough 
was  left  to  send  to  Rome,  or  to  lay  up  for  personal 
superfluities  ;  and,  lastly,  this  profession  w^  protec 
ted  like  none  other  in  the  land,  and  was  daily  in- 
creasing by  gifts  of  every  kind.  The  men  were  rich. 
They  had  leisure  to  employ  themselves  with  spiritual 
things.  They  gained  recruits  from  all  families. 
They  were  implicated  m  the  affeirs  of  all.  It  was 
no  small  matter  to  command  such  power  from  Home; 
for  upon  it  Hie  authority  of  the  Church  throughout 
the  country  depended.  And  these  are  the  ecclesi- 
astics, whom,  subject  to  no  outward  power,  we  have 
now  to  ima^ne  suddenly  of  themselves  receivii^ 
the  new  ideas,  and  desiring  a  reformation  of  the 
Romish  sway  in  the  national  mind.  The  divided 
condition,  the  sovereignty  of  almost  every  city  and 
every  estate,  which  stood  so  hinderingly  in  the  way 
of  Germany  as  a  political  power  in  its  influence 
abroad,  was  of  advantage  to  it  in  thia  intellectual 
movement.  There  was  no  central  will  by  which 
they  could  have  been  oppressed.  Had  the  emperor 
wished  to  rule  otherwise  than  by  entreaties  and  re- 
monstrances, he  must  first  have  conquered  Germany. 
Setting  aside  its  helplessness  as  a  whole, it  was  so  free 
in  its  individual  members,  and  so  perfectly  united, 
and  there  could  be  no  mention  of  carrying  g 
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measures  without  the  good-will  of  the  people.  Such 
was  the  character  of  the  soil  on  which  Lutlier  ap- 
peared. The  impetus  which  he  gave  was  so  vast 
and  so  resistless,  that,  within  the  ten  years  hetween 
1520  and  1530,  a  change  of  affairs  took  place  in 
Germany,  no  less  radical  than  that  which  occurred 
between  1806  and  1815. 

Wholly  different  was  it  with  the  rest  of  Europe. 
In  Prance  the  king  dwelt  in  the  midst  of  a  mighty, 
and  often  refractory,  people  ;  so  sensitive,  however, 
when  the  honor  of  the  country  was  at  stake,  that 
neither  nobles  nor  citizens  ventured  to  refuse  ohe- 
dience.  The  clergy  were  in  his  power.  At  Bologna, 
in  the  year  1515,  Leo  X.  had  been  obliged  to  resign 
to  Francis  I.  the  right  of  patronage  in  ecclesiastical 
posts.  The  king  was  thus  enabled  to  reward  services 
rendered,  with  rich  abbeys  and  bishops'  sees.  The 
French  cardinals  in  Rome  formed  a  division,  fighting 
for  the  king,  Francis  I,  was  lord  of  his  land :  only 
small  sums  flowed  into  Rome  from  France.  He 
could  not  prevent  the  movement  of  minds,  free  as 
they  yet  were  ;  but  he  could  take  precautions  that 
nothing  should  take  place  to  curtail  his  power. 
For  this  reason,  when  things  had  so  far  prospered 
in  Glermauy,  that  the  ecclesiastical  possessions  had 
become  a  sort  of  unprotected  booty,  which  every 
one  endeavored  to  lay  hands  upon,  no  authority 
being  interposed  to  check  it ;  for  cities,  princes,  and 
ecclesiastical  lords  themselves  transformed  the  poa 
sessions  of  the  Church  into  private  property, — while 
matters  were  thus  in  Germany,  Francis  considered 
the  Reformation  in  his  States  as  rebellion,  and  treated 
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tliose  accordingly  whom  he  thought  proper  to  ap- 
prehend as  guilty.  The  first  heretics  were  burnt  in 
France  by  his  order. 

Yet  if,  in  spite  of  this,  the  movement  met  with 
liearing  and  diffusion  in  Prance,  the  most  marvellous 
contrast  to  Germany  was  formed  by  Spain.  Wliile 
the  Germans  were  impelled  slowly  towards  reforma 
tion  by  their  historical  progress  and  their  national 
character,  the  fate  of  the  country,  as  well  as  tlie 
peculiarities  of  thought  among  the  Spaniards,  pro- 
duced just  the  opposite.  One  of  the  most  splendid 
para^aphs  in  Buckle's  History  of  Civilization  shows 
how  fanatical  adherence  to  princes  and  religion  is 
the  distinguishing  feature  of  the  character,  and  the 
source  of  the  greatness  and  the  decline  of  this  peo- 
ple. Not  only  did  the  Spaniards  irom  the  first  repel 
the  new  doctrine :  it  was  they  alone,  who,  by  their 
help  in  later  times,  rendered  possible  the  immense 
efforts  of  the  Hapsburg  dynasty  to  force  Germany 
back  to  Roman  Catholicism, 

For  many  years  before  it  arose  in  Germany,  the 
Inquisition  had  been  in  active  force  in  Spain.  Wlien 
Ferdinand  and  Isabella,  towards  the  end  of  the  fif- 
teenth century,  had  completely  driven  the  Moors 
back  to  Africa,  the  kingdom  was  so  inundated  with 
Mohammedans,  Moors,  and  Jews,  who  by  their  in- 
dustry not  only  often  raised  themselves  above  the 
Spaniards,  but  also  often  connected  themselves  with 
them  by  marria^,  that  the  nation  required  a  purifi- 
cation of  the  land.  These  Moors  and  Jews  had  often, 
of  course,  becorae  Christians.  Numerous  conversions 
had  taken  place ;  but  this  just  rendered  them  all  the 
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more  intolerable.  And  when,  added  to  this,  their 
wealth  began  to  attract  the  kii^,  spiritual  tribunals 
were  established  at  his  desire,  with  the  object  of 
deciding  whether  those  wlio  called  themselves  Chris- 
tians were  indeed  Christians.  The  pope  himself, 
when  he  issued  the  bull  by  which  the  Inquisition 
was  established,  did  it  with  reluctance,  and  warned 
agamst  its  abuse. 

It  was  soou  no  longer  Jews  and  heathens  who 
were  among  the  victims  of  this  tribunal.  The  en- 
thusiasm for  pure  doctrine  became  a  morbid  passion. 
For  centuries  they  had  fought  against  the  unbeliev- 
ing ;  the  present  excitement  was  but  a  continuation 
of  this  contest.  The  Inquisition  was  popular  in 
Spain ;  they  longed  for  funeral  piles,  as  they  had 
before  desired  bull-fights.  Between  the  years  1480 
and  1517,  tliirteen  thousand  heretics  were  actually 
burned  in  Spain,  and  eight  thousand  seven  hundred 
in  efBgy ;  one  hundred  and  seventy  thousand  met 
with  spiritual  punishment ;  and,  within  forty  years, 
in  Seville  alone,  forty-five  thousand  were  put  to 
death  by  fire.  Every  form  of  persecution  was  re- 
sorted to  against  aught  that  could  damage  the  pure 
doctrine.  Sis  thousand  books  were  burnt  to  ashes 
in  Salamanca,  in  one  batch,  during  the  last  ten  years 
of  the  century.*  Reading  and  writing  were  restrict- 
ed to  the  utmost  extent ;  Greek  and  Hebrew  Bibles 
were  entirely  forbidden.  Such  were  tlie  clergy 
agfunst  whom  Columbus  had  to  contend ;  such  was 
the  state  of  things  before  Luther  was  even  thought 
of.  As  his  appearance,  however,  carried  away  many, 
"  See  Appendis,  Nole  XLIV. 
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and  the  danger  of  contagion  awaited  all,  the  Inqui- 
sition rose  as  a  counteracting  power  with  such  energy, 
that  the  history  of  the  Spanish  Reformation  can  tell 
only  of  individual  martyrs,  but  nowhere  of  a  popular 
moTement. 

Italy  alone,  politiGally  and  mentally,  possessed  the 
conditions  which  allowed  of  a  liberty  similar  to  that 
of  Germany.  Tlie  popes,  too,  were  hated  enough 
there  ;  and  countless  opportunities  would  have  pre- 
sented themselves  for  subverting  their  authority. 
But  men  were  accustomed  to  it.  To  kindle  such  a 
&re  as  broke  out  in  Germany,  all  the  mental  growth 
of  centuries  must  have  been  transformed  into  fuel, 
as  in  the  formation  of  a  turf-moor.  In  Italy,  how- 
ever, it  had  already  burned  for  ages  unceasingly. 
There  was  no  store  there  of  material ;  an  agitated 
political  life  filled  the  daily  thoughts  of  the  people ; 
no  calm,  brooding  atmosphere  prevailed  there  as  in 
Germany.  Ttiey  were  daily  ready  for  fanatical  out- 
breaks, such  as  had  taken  place  in  Florence,  and 
enthusiasm  had  been  preserved  even  freshly  for 
some  years ;  but  at  length  they  had  fallen  back  into 
ironical  indifference  towards  the  disorders  of  the 
priests.  At  the  same  time,  the  political  condition 
of  things  was  too  closely  connected  with  the  existing 
state  of  Romish  affeirs  for  a  change  to  be  wished  for. 
Venice,  Florence,  Naples,  liked  to  have  their  cardinals 
in  Rome,  and  regarded  their  splendid  appearance  as 
a  means  conducive  to  the  maintenance  of  their  ulAu- 
ence.  Besides,  no  one  in  Italy  had  a  desire  for  the 
property  of  the  Church.  Every  thing  was  arranged 
too  fixedly,  and  was  regulated  according  to  the  gen- 
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eral  adroDta^.  This  was  the  case  especially  iu 
Rome,  the  welfare  of  which  entirely  depended  on 
the  worldly  prosperity  of  the  prelates,  and  where  the 
money  eapplied  by  the  nobles  prevented  the  necessity 
for  having  recourse  to  her  own  resources.  The 
grievances  only  concerned  single  points.  These 
were  things  which  they  denounced ;  but  tliey  desired 
no  fundamental  change.  Indeed,  the  possibility  of 
such  a  change  was  not  eonceivable  to  the  people ;  their 
hatred  expended  itself  on  certain  individuals.  They 
wished  not  to  destroy  the  wild  wood,  but  only  to 
prune  it.  The  popes  made  an  eifort  to  this  effect, 
but  never  arrived  at  success.  So  externally  did 
they  regard  things  in  Borne,  that  they  imputed  the 
lowest  grounds  to  the  conduct  of  Martin  Luther; 
not  from  hatred,  but  because  they  judged  him  by 
themselves.  Luther  had  beat  an  alarm,  they  thought, 
because  the  collecting  of  indulgences  had  been  with- 
drawn from  his  order.  Leo  had  committed  the  rais- 
ing of  this  money  to  a  Gienoeae  house,  as  payment 
on  account  for  sums  advanced  in  earlier  times.  It 
was  known  in  Genoa,  that  the  Augustines,  who  had 
possessed  the  old  privilege  of  collecting  indulgences 
(and  to  whom  Luther  belonged),  were  accustomed 
to-  retain  a  considerable  percentage ;  and  the  business 
was  therefore  committed  to  the  Dominicans,  Lu- 
ther now  came  forward  respecting  the  indulgences. 
It  would  have  been  a  matter  of  commercial  dishon- 
esty on  the  part  of  the  pope  —  thus  they  regarded 
the  matter  in  Italy  —  not  to  come  to  the  help  of  the 
Genoese  in  any  way,  and  to  facilitate  their  exaction 
of  the  money.    The  house  had  paid  for  it;  and  tliey 
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were,  besides  this,  Leo's  relatives.  The  pope,  too, 
had  no  money  to  cover  the  deficiency  himself.  Hence 
there  was  no  hesitation  in  tlie  Vatican ;  Martin  La- 
ther must  he  put  down ;  he  had  revolted  against  the 
Church.  The  application  of  the  most  powerful 
means  was  decreed.  Leo  acted  from  Rome  towards 
Germany  much  as  the  Emperor  Nicholas  would  have 
acted  towards  a  remote  province,  which,  on  account 
of  ovei^burdens  and  other  injustice  suffered,  might 
Iiavc  protested  against  the  constitution.  Obedience 
flrst,  then  examination.  No  one,  however,  in  Rome 
and  Italy,  had  any  remote  idea,  when  the  Lutheran 
movement  began,  that  this  could  be  the  commence- 
ment of  a  reformation.  And  thus,  while  in  Germany 
all  were  doing  their  utmost,  and  the  general  state 
of  things  had  become  in  a  short  time  so  much 
changed  that  a  restoration  of  the  old  condition  was 
no  longer  possible,  in  Italy  no  feelii^  of  acquiescence 
or  imitation  was  excited. 

In  Germany,  the  mind  of  Luther  filled  all  classes 
of  society.  He,  too,  was  at  first  mistaken  by  those, 
who,  as  advocates  of  progress,  placed  themselves  at 
the  head  of  the  movement.  They  knew  nothing 
of  him,  and  suspicions  were  excited ;  but  soon  the 
splendid  character  of  the  man  prevailed.  Lutlier 
attacked  the  matter  in  hand  in  a  genuinely  German 
manner.  Savonarola  had  wished  to  train  the  Flor- 
entines to  a  better  life :  he  had  preached  practical 
morality,  and  not  the  peculiar  theology  of  his  creed. 
Luther  did  just  the  reverse,  "What  has  a  Romish 
pope  to  do  with  us  Germans?  he  asked.  What  have 
the  cardinals  to  do  with  us  ?    Who  has  given  th«se 
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people  at  all  the  right  to  stand  wliere  the;  stand  ? 
What  does  the  Bible  know  of  a  pope  ?  There  is  no 
innate  mental  dependence  on  Rome.  The  Church 
has  no  authority  without  the  Bible.  It  alone  con- 
tains religion.  Every  free  man  is  permitted  to  seek 
in  it  wliat  profits  him.  That  which  Savonarola  only 
uttered  under  the  utmost  pressure,  more  in  his  own 
defence  than  for  the  instruction  of  the  people, — that 
the  convictions  of  his  own  breast  were  to  be  esteemed 
higher  than  the  pope,  —  this  was  what  Luther  began 
with ;  and  not  only  for  himself,  but  for  all  men,  he 
claimed  the  liberty  of  appealing  in  matters  of  con- 
science to  God  alone.  Home,  pope,  cardinals,  hie- 
rarchy,—  all  were  at  once  set  aside  as  false.  Begin- 
ning afresh  with  the  words  of  Christ  liimself,  as  the 
Bible  contains  them,  it  was  no  new  though  proscribed 
doctrine  with  which  he  came ;  but  he  desired  a  re- 
turn to  the  early  state  of  things,  when  every  man 
with  the  words  of  Christ  in  his  heart  formed  Ids  own 
creed.  There  was  to  be  no  distinction  between  cler- 
gy and  laity.  Each  man  was  a  priest  who  felt  him- 
self filled  witli  the  spirit.  And  while  this  doctrine 
flowed  from  the  lips  of  a  man,  who  like  a  magician 
carried  away  all  minds,  from  the  German  princes  to 
the  peasants  who  understood  his  tongue,  it  rushed 
on  like  a  fire  amid  dry  wood,  exciting  the  storm, 
which  suddenly  appeared  as  a  revolt  against  the 
pope  and  Romish  influence,  such  as  never  had 
been  experienced  since  the  existence  of  the  Catholic 
Church. 

It  is  striking,  how,  even  then,  when  the  importance 
of  the  German  affairs  liad  been  perceived,  the  Itahan 
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politdcians  of  that  day  only  paid  regard  to  the  politi 
cal  elianges,  which  outwardly  appeared  as  the  first 
consequences  of  the  movement.  Princes  and  towns, 
they  reasoned,  were  covetous  of  the  wealthy  posses- 
sions of  the  Church ;  the  lower  clergy  were  allured 
hy  the  liberty  of  being  able  with  impunity  to  pass 
into  civil  life ;  the  spiritual  lords  would  be  glad  to 
change  their  temporal  authority  into  a  dynastic : 
but  no  one  in  Italy  mentioned  the  strongest  of  the 
powers  at  work ;  namely,  universal  conviction. 

It  is  not  to  be  denied,  that  tiie  political  aspect  of 
tilings  was  often  favorable  to  the  Germans,  whose 
cause  preponderated.  The  opportunity  was  very 
convenient  for  cities  and  nobles  to  seize  the  posses- 
sions of  the  Church  in  their  zeal  for  the  new  belief. 
They  would  not  and  could  not  again  give  up  the 
hicrease  of  liberty,  both  in  heart  and  life,  which  they 
owed  to  the  new  doctrine.  Probably,  had  Francis  I. 
been  emperor,  aSdivs  might  have  come  to  an  iin- 
iiappy  end ;  as  he  was  defeated,  his  support  was  of 
advantage  to  the  German  reformers.  TJiose  whom, 
had  they  been  his  subjects,  he  would  have  endeav. 
ored  to  destroy,  he  furthered  in  their  refractory 
conduct  towards  tlie  emperor.  And  Charles,  to 
whom  the  helpful  power  of  the  German  princes  was 
indispensable,  saw  himself  compelled  to  give  prom- 
ises to  his  rebellious  subjects,  instead  of  recalling 
them  by  force  to  the  authority  of  the  Church.  It  is 
often  said,  in  tlie  tone  of  reproach,  that  Charles  was 
no  German  emperor,  hut  a  Spanish  king,  who  nei- 
ther spoke  German  nor  lived  in  Germany;  but  the 
Germans  themselves  forced  liim  to  rely  on  his.  uon 
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Gflrman  subjects.  When  they  elected  Mm,  his  great- 
est recommendation  was,  that  they  might  expect  him 
to  be  as  httle  burdensome  to  the  land  as  possible. 
Oharles  was  not  to  blame,  when  in  future  he  aimed  at 
showing  the  Germans  that  he  was  their  master ;  but 
the  Germans  had  better  right  on  their  side,  when 
they  repudiated  the  rule  of  the  Romish  priesthood, 
together  with  ihe  temporal  power  of  an  emperor, 
which,  in  its  too  close  alliance  with  that  spiritual 
authority,  was  now  more  than  ever  obnoxious  to 
their  minds.  For  the  service  demanded  from  the 
people  was  evidently  not  to  be  applied  to  the  good 
of  the  country  in  the  spirit  of  the  true  empire. 

This  was  perhaps  felt  in  Italy ;  but  no  active  steps 
were  taken.  Upon  this  they  built  their  plans.  As 
concerned  the  dogma  which  really  divides  Catholics 
and  Protestants  at  the  present  day,  it  was  regarded 
as  a  point  upon  which  they  would  undoubtedly  come 
to  an  understanding,  if  only  an  agreement  upon 
other  things  could  be  obtained.  For  the  Protestants 
(to  use  a  name  already,  which  arose  subsequently) 
appeared  only  fixed  and  agreed  in  the  political  part 
of  their  demands ;  whilst,  with  respect  to  their  new 
belief,  various  opinions  were  soon  expressed  and 
contended  for  with  a  vehemence  which  made  a  return 
to  the  old  ecclesiastical  dominion  appear  a  necessary 
termination. 

For  this  reason,  much  as  this  state  of  affairs  in 
Germany  lay  at  the  heart  of  Leo  X.,  we  have  no 
doubt,  that,  at  this  time,  the  expulsion  of  the  French 
from  Lombardy,  and  the  elevation  of  his  family,  was 
an  afi^ir  a  thousand  times  more  important  to  him ; 


y  Google 


252  LIFE  OF  MICH&Cl.  ANGELO. 

and  that  even  Pope  Clement's  sleepless  nights,  and 
the  vexation  from  -which  lie  at  last  sunk,  were  not 
caused  by  the  German  heretics.  If  Clement  VII, 
was  affected  by  a  loss  inflicted  on  the  Catliolic 
Church,  it  was  the  fall  of  Rhodes,  which  fell  hito 
the  hands  of  the  Turks.  That  was  an  irreparable, 
shameful  loss.  To  give  up  Gtermany  as  lost  would 
never  have  come  into  his  mind.  What  filled  him 
with  fear  respecting  Germany  and  Luther  was  the 
urging  for  a  council.  Nothing  in  the  interests  of 
the  Romish  Church  could  perhaps  at  that  time  have 
inflicted  a  heavier  blow  upon  Luther  than  a  general 
ELSsembly,  to  which  every  one  must  have  yielded. 
The  Germans,  I  believe,  would  at  last  have  remained 
in  the  minority ;  for  the  matter  would  soon  enough 
have  so  turned,  that,  setting  aside  all  amendments 
of  the  Church,  the  Romans  would  have  made  no 
concessions  to  the  Germans,  But  Clement,  for  pri- 
Tate  reasons,  did  not  wish  for  the  council.  He 
trembled  at  the  idea,  that  the  question  of  his  ille- 
gitimate birth  might  be  discussed  there.  He  could 
not  wipe  away  this  stain.  He  had  even  beheaded  a 
Florentine  citizen  who  had  ventured  to  touch  upon  it, 
and  had  had  it  sworn  to  by  credible  witnesses,  that 
his  mother  had  been  secretly  married  to  Giuliano 
dei  Medici. 

Besides  this,  since  Germany  possessed  no  central 
point,  and  only  isolated  facts  were  reported  of  what 
was  going  on,  the  movement  appeared  in  Italy  less 
than  it  really  was.  They  perceived  not  the  impor- 
tance of  the  translation  of  the  Bible,  and  the  sudden 
use  of  the  German  language  in  religious  matters,  in 
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irhich  hitherto  the  Latin  had  prevailed.  All  classes 
felt  themselves  newly  aUied  in  national  feeling ;  for 
L  ather  handled  the  language  with  such  power  and 
beauty,  that  his  Bible  was  not  merely  a  work  of 
learning,  but,  like  a  poem,  it  irresistibly  forced  its 
way  into  the  hearts  of  men.  Highly  as  the  Germans 
honor  tliis  work,  they  are  at  the  present  day  scarcely 
able  to  feel  in  themselves  the  effect  which  Luther's 
work  exercised  at  its  appearance.  At  the  present 
day,  the  language  in  which  it  is  written  has  become  a 
cold  theological  style :  at  that  time,  it  was  the  choice 
of  that  which  was  the  current  tongue  of  all  classes. 

How  should  this  have  been  perceived  in  Kome,  or 
by  the  cardinals,  who,  like  physicians  in  an  infected 
land,  came  to  Germany  to  acquaint  themselves  with 
tlie  malady  on  the  spot,  and  appeared  with  suitable 
proposals?  The  delusion  to  w)iicli  tliey  resigned 
themselves  in  the  Vatican  was  fostered,  —  that  it 
would  be  possible,  if  force  did  not  avtul,  to  effect  a 
re-union  possibly  by  compliance,  from  the  readiness 
of  the  Germans  to  negotiate.  They  contested  and 
disputed ;  tliey  perceived  at  times,  on  botli  sides,  that 
the  only  concession  with  which  t!ie  Reformers  would 
have  been  satisfied,  was  the  annihilation  of  the  Ko- 
mish  authority:  and  thus  the  matter  was  put  off. 
And,  while  in  Germany  the  reformed  state  of  things 
began  to  be  strengthened  by  years  into  a  legitimate 
condition,  the  minds  of  men  in  Borne  grew  more 
and  more  irresolute  and  uncertain. 

There  had  been  doubts,  even  under  Leo  X,  ,  Lu- 
ther's assertion,  that  the  popes  had  no  right  to  remit 
Bins  for  money,  was  a  surprise ;  they  began  in  Botno 
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itself  seriously  to  study  the  question,  and  came  to 
no  sure  result.  They  were,  moreover,  not  agreed 
wliether  Luther  ought  to  be  condemued  without 
hesitation  before  being  heard.  Leo  cut  short  tills 
doubt  by  tlie  bull  in  which  Lnther  was  condemned ; 
and  tlie  cardinal  sent  by  him  to  Germany  went  so 
far  as  to  insult  Liither  publicly,  and  to  desire  that 
the  safe-conduct  guaranteed  him  in  his  journey  to 
Worms  should  not  be  respected. 

Adrian  VI.  undertook  this  dispute  with  the  fixed 
intention  of  coming  to  a  just  decision.  The  main 
substance  of  the  dispute  was  the  question,  whether 
eternal  happiness  depended  on  the  belief  in  the  for- 
giveness of  sins  obtained  by  the  death  of  Christ,  or 
whether  good  works  were  also  necessary.  Good 
works,  however,  might  be  compensated  for  by  money ; 
and,  for  money,  Leo  had  settled  arbitrarily  that  the 
pope  could  remit  the  punishment  of  sins.  Adrian, 
a  strict  ecclesiastic  of  German  blood,  grown  old  in 
the  scientific  treatment  of  things,  attempted  to  es- 
tablish his  own  conviction  uistead  of  the  decision 
lightly  given  by  his  predecessor.  That  man  was 
forgiven,  he  asserted,  who  did  a  good  work.  If  tins 
was  done  in  a  perfect  manner,  perfect  forgiveness 
took  place ;  if  any  thing  were  lacking  in  it,  forgive- 
ness could  only  be  vouchsafed  in  the  same  propor- 
tion. This  just  decision,  he  thought,  must  put  an 
end  to  all  dispute.  And  perhaps,  had  the  revolt  of 
the  Gei-mans  against  the  Churcli  not  been  based 
upon  the  desire  to  shake  off  dependence  upon  Rome, 
as  well  as  on  the  theological  question  of  free-will,  an 
agreement  might  have  been  come  to  with  respect  to 
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this  point;  for  even  Lnther  did  not  go  so  far  as 
to  wish  to  carry  the  principle  of  personal  investiga^ 
tion  of  the  Bible  to  its  utmost  extent.  Free  and 
independent  as  he  made  the  community,  he  yet 
snbordinated  them  to  ecclesiastics,  to  whom  he  gave 
a  certain  power  over  the  spiritual  welfare  of  their 
flocks.  Adrian's  attempt  at  reconciliation  was  the 
only  one  honestly  meant  which  ever  emanated  from 
Rome.  For  the  sake  alone  of  truth  and  of  tlie  honor 
of  God,  this  pope  sought  the  true  good  of  Christen- 
dom, losing  sight  of  all  the  outward  losses  which 
might  thus  accrue  to  the  Church. 

But  the  cardinalB,  among  whom  he  took  counsel, 
understood  him  not.  They  reproached  him  with 
setting  the  papacy  thus  too  much  aside.  The  popes 
were  not  to  give  out  of  their  hands  the  right  they 
possessed,  that  by  them  alone  the  way  to  happiness 
was  opened.  If  Leo  had  issued  his  bull  in  over- 
hastiness,  as  was  acknowledged,  he  was,  in  spite  of 
his  error,  infallible  as  pope ;  and  what  he  had  said 
could  not  be  annulled.  Whence  would  they  take 
the  money  to  repay  the  Gfenoese  ?  Adrian  was  over- 
persuaded.  Indeed,  Soderini,  who  was  at  that  time 
in  his  favor,  asserted  plainly,  that  it  was  against  Ms 
own  interest  to  interfere  with  the  State,  the  prosper- 
ity, and  the  morals  of  the  Romish  court,  since  it 
would  appear  as  if  Luther  had  effected  this  by  his  dis- 
cussions. Deeply  cast  down,  the  pope  at  length  ac- 
knowledged to  his  nearest  friends  that  he  was  grieved 
at  it,  but  that  he  saw  well  that  with  the  best  will  it 
lay  beyond  the  power  of  the  popes  to  effect  the  good, 

Clement  VIl.   of  course   upheld  Leo's 
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Oilier  things,  however,  hindered  liim  from  interfenng 
rigorously  against  the  Lutherans :  those  disputes 
between  Rome  and  the  emperor  broke  out,  which 
turned  so  much  to  the  advantage  of  the  Germans, 
30  that,  when,  ten  years  afterwards,  a  new  pope  was 
to  be  elected,  the  Lutherans  formed  no  longer  an 
unsettled,  undefined  multitude,  but  an  organized 
whole,  possessing  both  tlie  power  and  courage  to 
resist  all  attacks. 

Under  Clement  the  new  doctrines  had  become 
known  in  Italy.  In  1524,  at  the  diet  at  Niimberg, 
the  pope's  legate  complained  that  Lutlier's  writings 
were  eagerly  read  throughout  "Venetia.  In  the  fol- 
lowing year,  an  order  was  issued  at  Lucca,  tliat  all 
Lutheran  books  were  to  be  deUvered  up  or  burnt. 
The  word  Lutheran  obtained  in  Italy  the  meaning 
with  which  we  have  applied  at  different  times  the 
designation  demagogic,  democratic,  and  the  like. 
The  fearful  misfortunes  of  Rome  had  been  brought 
about  by  Lutheran  soldiery.  For  tins  reason,  when 
Florence  rose  gainst  the  pope,  they  endeavored  with 
anxious  severity  to  keep  aloof  from  the  suspicion 
of  cherishing  heretical  ideas.  All  disputes  on  mat- 
ters of  faith  were  forbidden.  Bmccioli,  who  was  sus- 
pected of  fostering  Lutheran  ideas,  scarcely  escaped 
with  his  life.  The  most  zealous  against  him  were 
the  Pit^noni  and  the  brothers  of  San  Marco.  They 
declared  that  Savonarola  had  desired,  not  apostasy 
from  the  Catholic  doctrines,  but  their  elevation  alone. 
It  is  wonderful,  that,  even  afterwards,  when  the  new 
doctrines  emerged  everywhere,  the  Florenfiaes  never 
showed  the  least  inclination  for  them. 
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An  importaat  testimony,  however,  is  preserved  of 
the  secret  opinions  regarding  Luther  entertained  by 
men  of  cultivated  minds  and  high  position  in  Flor- 
ence. Guicciardini,  when  he  mentions  the  name  in 
his  historical  work, -expresses  the  feeling  in  Rome 
about  bim,  and  condemns  the  mischief  arising 
through  him.  But  private  records  trom  his  hand 
have  come  to  light,  papers  in  which  he  wrote  down 
his  thoughts  during  1527  and  1528;  and  there  he 
spealca  differently.  One  desire  alone  lives  within 
him ;  namely,  the  ceasing  of  this  cursed  priestcraft 
in  his  country.  He  openly  confesses,  that  his  personal 
interests  compel  him  to  keep  these  thoughts  secret. 
"  I  have,"  he  says  in  one  of  his  ejaculations,  "  ever 
wished  in  my  innermost  soul  the  destruction  of  the 
ecclesiastical  State ;  but  fate  has  willed  it,  that  I 
should  myself  labor  under  two  popes,  not  only  for 
the  extension  of  their  power,  but  that  I  should  be 
obliged  to  make  this  even  the  object  of  my  wishes. 
Had  not  this  consideration  existed,  I  should  have 
loved  Martin  Luther  as  myself;  for  1  should  have 
been  permitted  to  hope  that  his  adherents  would 
have  destroyed  the  accursed  despotism  of  the  clergy, 
or  at  least  have  clipped  their  wings,"  • 

The  contempt  for  Bomish  matters  was  so  g 
that  simUar  expressions — the  love  for  Martin  Luth- 
er, perhaps,  excepted — were  not  necessarily  secret. 
Clement  gave  Macchiavelli  an  order  to  write  a  Flor- 
entine history.  Macchiavelli  speaks  in  it  of  the 
nephews  of  the  popes,  and  of  the  efforts  of  the  high- 
est priests  of  Christendom  to  elevate,  not  the  Church, 
■  See  Appendix,  Note  XLY. 
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but  their  own  families.  These  nephews,  he  says, 
have  now  even  grown  into  sons ;  and  it  only  remains 
for  the  popes,  as  they  have  taken  care  to  leave  behind 
princely  descendants,  to  contrive  also  to  make  the 
papacy  an  hereditary  dignity.  -And  such  assertions 
as  these,  Clement  allowed  to  be  applied  to  himself  f 
for  Alessandro  dei  Medici  was  des^nated  his  son  by 
the  people.  The  pope  cared  little  about  such  his- 
torical animadversions ;  he  suffered  Pilippo  Strozzi 
to  ridicule  religion  at  the  papal  table  itself,  and  to 
show  himself,  by  his  wicked  conversation,  as  worse 
than  unbelieving.*  In  the  writings  poured  forlii 
from  the  Vatican,  the  want  of  piety,  of  discipline,  and 
the  like,  was  at  the  same  time  lamented  in  the  most 
tragic  expressions  that  the  Latin  tongue  afforded; 
and  a  manner  was  assumed  with  respect  to  the 
Lutherans,  as  if  there  were  an  assembly  in  Rome  of 
holy  men  completely  absorbed  in  the  duties  of  their 
high  vocation,  (gainst  whom  the  GEerman  rebels  had 
risen  as  a  wicked  and  criminal  faction. 

Clement  died.  Farnese,  whom  we  might  call  a 
white  fox,  if  Julius  II.  was  called  a  white  lion,  came 
to  the  helm  at  a  time  when  the  germs  slumbering 
in  the  soil  began  to  be  evident  throughout  Italy,  and 
the  policy  pursued  hitherto,  of  occasional  interfer- 
ence, was  necessarily  exchanged  for  more  energetic 
treatment.  Through  the  German  soldiery  under 
Bourbon,  the  Lutheran  views  must  have  been  firat 
carried  to  Naples.  At  any  rate,  the  incapacity  of 
the  pope  to  exercise  the  slightest  influence  as  ruling 
head  of  the  Church,  which  continued  for  a  year  after 

•  See  Appendix,  Nola  XLVL 
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the  conquest  of  Rome,  must  have  contributed  to 
prove  to  the  Italians,  that  the  idea  that  the^  could 
live  without  such  popes,  was  practically  possible. 
About  this  time,  the  first  societies  formed  themselves 
in  Italy,  and  this  in  all  parts  of  the  land ;  and,  as 
their  object  was  not  the  plundering  of  the  Church, 
nor  the  abolishing  of  monasteries,  nor  the  obtaining 
r^hts,  the  possession  of  which  might  have  attracted 
princes  and  cities  to  take  part  in  the  religious  revo- 
lution, but  as  their  sole  interest  lay  in  the  spiritual 
purport  of  the  questions  pending,  those  who  felt 
ttiemselves  influenced  by  them  could  ouly  be  such  as 
were  entirely  devoted  to  these  objects,  and  took  an 
earnest  and  deep  interest  in  them.  They  thought 
not  of  opposition  to  the  Church:  they  wished  only  to 
purify  her.  They  shared  the  opinion,  fostered  in 
the  Vatican  itself,  that  the  German  Reformers  were 
not  to  he  regarded  as  separate  from  the  pale  of  the 
Church.  The  Catholic  doctrines  were  at  that  time 
80  inconsistent  and  ambiguous,  so  little  established 
on  so  many  points,  their  re-modeUing  was  felt  in 
Rome,  for  the  most  part,  as  such  an  urgent  necessity, 
that  those  who  occupied  themselves  deeply  witli  such 
questions,  even  if  they  gained  convictions  of  their 
own,  contrary  to  those  established  by  custom,  ap- 
peared in  nowise  as  enemies  of  the  Catholic  doc 
trines.  Inclination  to  Luther's  doctrines,  to  a  certain 
point,  was  no  heresy.  Intercourse  took  place  be- 
tween conspicuous  reformers  and  Italian  laymen  and 
ecclesiastics.  They  endeavored  to  enlighten  each 
other,  and  to  weigh  the  conditions  on  which  they 
could  again  be  agreed.     Study  was  required  for  this 
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The  disputed  points  were  discussed  historically,  phi 
losophieally,  and  politically ;  and  thus  there  arose 
a  movement  in  Italy,  gentle  in  its  progress,  and  with- 
out an  idea  of  force,  the  advocates  of  which  closely 
surrounded  the  pope,  and  had  the  greatest  influence 
upon  the  way  in  which  the  German  matter  was 
treated  at  the  Vatican.  Nothing  seemed  to  lie 
nearer  to  the  heart  of  Paul  III.  than  a  settlement 
brought  about  by  the  gentlest  means.  Cardinals, 
whose  conciliatory  sentiments  were  well  known, 
went  to  and  fro  between  Rome  and  Germany ;  and 
although,  in  returning,  they  rather  carried  the  fire 
into  theu'  own  territory  than  extinguished  it  abroad, 
the  pope  seemed  to  take  pleasure  himself  in  the 
eagerness  with  whicii  the  more  important  powers  in 
Italy  occupied  themselves  with  the  solution  of  the 
great  questions.  The  heads  of  the  Catholics  and 
Reformers  discussed  the  points  with  friendliness ; 
the  brutal,  imperious  manner,  with  which  the  legates 
under  Leo  had  come  forward,  was  given  up ;  there 
was  no  mention  made  of  yielding  at  discretion.  The 
most  attentive  consideration  was  bestowed  in  Rome 
on  the  proposals  of  the  Lutherans.  Counter-pro- 
posals were  made ;  the  best  wiU  was  shown ;  and 
they  seemed  mutually  to  have  but  the  one  aim  before 
them,  —  to  discover  forms  which,  presenting  a  kind 
of  just  medium,  would  allow  of  re-union  in  word, 
without  insisting  upon  the  more  exact  expression  of 
that  which  on  both  sides  would  be  silently  maintained 
at  the  same  time.  The  necessity  for  a  speedy  reform 
was  officially  acknowledged  in  Rome.  They  exposed 
unsparingly  their  own  evils,     A  committee  of  cai^ 
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dinals,  appointed  by  the  pope  for  the  settlement  of 
these  evils,  drew  up  the  result  of  their  conferences 
in  a  series  of  propositions,  in  ■which  they  were  most 
plain-spoken.  I  will  only  quote  one,  —  it  was  a 
scandal  that  cardinals  should  be .  seen  in  the  bright 
noon  in  worldly  garb,  in  the  society  of  women  of  bad 
feme.  It  was  not  the  women  that  were  objected  to, 
but  their  quality.  When,  at  the  present  day,  we 
blame  the  celibacy  of  the  Catholic  clergy,  pitying  the 
recluses  who  are  condemned  to  the  want  of  family, 
we  are  taking  a  point  of  view  certainly  entertained 
by  few  in  those  times.  The  question  was  at  that 
time  only  how  to  change  into  marriages  the  usual 
intercourse  of  the  clergy  with  women,  out  of  regard 
for  common  moral  securify.  It  was  a  point  especially 
ui^d  in  Germany,  because  it  seemed  necessary  to 
the  citizens  on  account  of  their  own  wives  and 
dai^hters;  for  no  one  thought  of  wishing  to  pro- 
hibit the  spiritual  lords  from  making  alliances,  or 
of  considering  it  scandalous  if  they  had  children. 

Paul  m,,  however,  took  these  active  steps  in  re- 
ligious matters  chiefly  on  political  grounds,  which 
would  certainly  have  biassed  Clement  VII,,  had  he 
not  felt  himself  far  too  dependent  on  tlie  emperor. 
Paul  could  again,  with  better  powers,  resume  the 
old  policy  of  operating  with  Prance  against  Spain, 
or  with  Spain  against  France.  Under  pretext  of 
reconciling  the  two  foes,  Francis  and  Chatles,  he 
used  their  disputes  for  his  own  advantage.  His 
interest  demanded,  that,  as  far  as  possible,  they 
should  be  kept  equal  in  power.  And,  as  France  had 
gradually  fallen  into  an  increasingly  disadvautageous 
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positioii,  Charles  must  be  kept  from  too  considerable 

an  augmentation  of  power.  This  would  have  been 
awarded  him,  had  Germany  yielded  to  him.  Clem- 
ent had  therefore,  before  this,  considered  a  certain 
sympathy  with  the  Lutheran  princes  as  giving  him 
political  power.  Paul,  however,  went  further.  His 
endeavor  was  to  enter  into  an  alliance  with  the  Ger- 
mans, and  to  bring  about  a  direct  imderstanding 
wit!i  them.  But  to  this  the  emperor  presented  an 
obstacle,  by  endeavoring,  on  his  side,  to  satisfy  the 
German  princes  without  the  pope's  mediation.  They 
were  not  to  go  to  him  through  Rome,  but  to  be 
brought  baclc  to  Rome  by  him ;  he  wished  to  make 
them,  not  only  good  Catholics,  but,  above  all,  his 
subjects.  And  thus,  while  pope  and  emperor  were 
counteracting  each  other,  neither  being  in  the  posi- 
tion to  use  force,  the  Lutherans  gained  an  advan- 
t^e  they  never  could  have  obtained,  had  they  been 
left  to  their  own  energy. 

This  state  of  things  lasted  as  long,  both  in  Ger- 
many and  Italy,  as  was  satisfactory  to  the  pope's 
desires.  For  the  intellectual  life  of  Rome,  these 
were  prosperous  times ;  and  their  repose  and  hope- 
ful industry  appear  in  all  the  more  agreeable  light 
from  the  sad  state  of  things  under  Clement  whicli 
had  preceded  them.  In  the  years  from  1535  to 
1540,  the  careless  liberty  of  the  days  of  Leo  X. 
seemed  to  have  returned,  when  every  thing  was  per- 
mitted, and  nothing  proscribed.  Paul  HI.  was  a 
man  of  taste,  who  loved  splendor  and  magnificence 
of  life.  Better  than  Leo  S.,  who  often  at  random 
elevated  the  mob,  and  left  important  powers  disre- 
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garded,  he  drew  a  circle  of  distinguished  meu  to 
Rome,  and  made  them  cardinals.  Among  these 
were  Oontarini,  a  Venetian  nobleman,  who  enjoyed 
the  highest  consideration  as  a  diplomatist  and  a 
scholar ;  Pole,  a  relative  of  the  English  royal  family, 
who  had  given  up  his  country  when  Henry  Viii. 
made  himself  the  head  of  the  Enghsh  Chiirch, 
Bembo,  one  of  the  first  men  in  Italy  as  a  scholar ; 
Morone,  Sadolet,  Ghiberti,  and  others,  —  all  classi- 
cally cultivated  and  experienced,  and  full  of  a  spirit 
of  true  human  moderation.  These  formed  the  so- 
ciety which  gave  the  tone  to  the  Vatican.  Their 
presence  bestowed  that  lustre  upon  Paul  m.  which 
Raphael  had  given  to  Leo  X.  Their  endeavor  was 
to  bring  about  the  great  reconciliation,  by  means  of 
which  the  Lutherans  might  be  won  hack  to  the 
Romish  Church,  and  might  influence  its  life  by  their 
presence. 

Among  these  men  was  Michael  Angelo.  Not  that 
he  had  daily  intercourse  with  them,  or  was  actually 
drawn  into  the  interest  which  a^tated  their  minds ; 
but  the  distinguishing  feature  of  their  efforts  was 
tlie  same.  He  knew  what  they  hoped ;  and  he  cher- 
ished in  his  soul  those  thoughts  for  the  establishment 
of  which  they  were  contesting. 

Yet  Michael  Angelo's  position  with  regard  to  them 
allows  us  to  perceive  how  far  removed  they  were 
in  the  South  from  wishing  to  identify  themselves  with 
the  transactions  in  the  North.  They  bore  no  reW 
tion  to  Germany  in  a  theological  respect,  just  as  in 
political  things,  at  the  present  day,  a  State  would 
probably,  when  casting  off  a  monarchical  govern- 
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ment,  attach  herself  to  a  neighboring  Republic,  and 
make  its  forms  her  own.  There  may  have  been  many 
id  Italy  who  thought  thus ;  but  the  liberal  party,  con- 
sidered as  a  whole,  shared  not  these  views.  Inde- 
pendent as  we  find  Michael  Angelo,  nothing  betrays 
sentiments  in  his  mind  hostile  to  the  pope  and  tlie 
Romish  Church,  Conciliatory  as  Contarini,  Pole, 
and  their  companions  appear,  they  were  subsequently 
accused  of  Lutheran  machinations ;  yet  they  little 
thought  of  sacrificing  the  slightest  portion  of  the 
pope's  authority,  and  of  substituting  German  ideas 
in  the  place  of  ItaUan  ones. 

What,  moreover,  could  the  doctrines  of  Luther 
have  afforded  these  highly  cultivated  Italians,  which 
Ihey  did  not  already  possess  ?  The  Bible  was  opened 
to  the  Germans,  for  the  first  time,  like  a  gift  fi-om 
heaven.  They  plunged  into  religious  questions  as 
into  a  mitte  of  gold,  of  which  no  one  had  before 
rightly  known,  and  which  suddenly  lay  open  there, 
for  young  and  old  to  hivestigate.  It  was  otherwise 
in  Italy.  They  needed  no  increase  of  material. 
They  had  long  known  the  Bible ;  they  possessed 
Dante  or  Petrarca,  if  they  wished  to  absorb  their 
imagination  with  ideas  of  immortality ;  they  had  the 
same  subject  brought  before  them  in  another  form  in 
works  of  art.  Michael  Angelo  often  reverts  to  death 
and  immortality  in  his  sonnets.  In  philosophical 
calmness,  however,  he  writes  down  his  thoughts,  so 
alien  to  the  sentiments  of  the  Bible,  without  the  aid 
of  which  we  should  not  have  ventured  to  touch 
upon  such  subjects  in  Germany,  that  he  would  bo 
considered  rather  a  scholar  of  Plato's  than  a  Chris- 
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dan,  if  the  stmging  unrest  which  fills  him  with 
regard  to  his  own  unworthiness,  did  not  show  how 
much  he  is  so  nevertheless. 


One  event,  occurring  at  that  Hme,  bnngs  to  light 
Uichael  Angelo's  deepest  tboi^hts  on  these  subjects. 
His  brother  Buonarroto  died,  and  he  soon  after  was 
followed  by  his  father  at  an  extreme  old  age.  We 
cannot  state  the  time  very  accurately ;  but,  as  we 
know  that  Buonarroto  died  before  his  father,  and 
that  the  latter  attained  his  ninety-second  year,  miA, 
as  the  year  of  his  birth  is  known,  the  year  15S7  oi 
1538  may  be  given  as  that  of  his  death.  It  is  re- 
corded, that  one  of  his  brothers  died  of  the  plague, 
in  Michael  Angelo's  arms.  As  this  may  have  been 
Buonarroto,  his  death  must  have  been,  of  course, 
somewhat  earlier  than  1536.  The  Florentine  papers 
will  probably  furnish  information  respecting  it. 

Little  is  known  about  Buonarroto.  Michael  An- 
gelo's letters  to  him  in  earlier  years  afford,  with  all 
their  detail,  but  little  information  with  regard  to 
his  character.  In  the  year  1515,  he  was  among  those 
who  carried  the  canopy  under  which  Leo  X.  entered 
Florence.  He  was  rewarded  for  this  with  the  rank 
of  count,  and  the  right  of  adding  the  Medicsean  balls 
to  his  am^.  We  know  nothing  iurther  of  him.  He 
alone,  of  aU  Michael  Angelo's  brothers,  left  children 
behind  him. 

We  hear  more  of  the  father.  Lodovico  seems  to 
have  been  a  good-natured,  impretending  man,  but 
at  the   same   time  too   easily  persuaded  and    pas- 
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sionate.    The  brothers  made  use  of  Mm  vhen  they 

wished  to  effect  any  thing  with  Michael  Angelo.  At 
times,  the  latt«r  broke  out  into  auger  about  it. 
At  such  moments,  he  cast  before  them  how  he  had 
constantly  sacrificed  himself  for  them,  but  that  they 
had  never  acknowledged  it.  Soon,  however,  he 
would  return  to  his  natural  position  :  that,  namely, 
of  workmg  for  them ;  and  they  to  theirs,  —  that  of 
consenting  to  it. 

"We  have  two  letters  of  Michael  Angelo's,  written 
between  1520  and  1530,*  which  show  what  discord 
esisted  within  the  domestic  circle.  Both  are  writ^ 
ten  from  Florence:  — 

"  Dearest  Fatheh," — saya  the  first,  —  "I  was  much 
astonished  when  I  did  not  find  you  at  home  yesterday ;  and 
now,  as  I  hear  that  you  have  complained  about  me  and  said 
that  I  had  driven  you  from  home,  I  am  still  more  aston- 
ished. Fov  this  I  know  as  certain,  —  that,  from  the  day 
of  my  birth  to  the  present,  it  haa  never  come  into  my  mind, 
either  as  regards  trivial  things  or  more  important  ones, 
to  do  any  thing  that  would  be  opposed  to  you.  I  have 
burdened  myself  with  all  my  labor  and  work  only  for  your 
sake ;  and  you  know  well,  since  I  have  come  back  to  Flor- 
ence from  Rome,  that  I  have  remained  in  Florence  for 
your  sake  alone,  and  that  I  consider  all  that  belongs  to  me 
as  your  property.  A  short  time  ago,  when  you  were  ill, 
I  promised  you  never  willingly  to  leave  you ;  and  now  I 
cannot  but  feel  astonished  that  you  have  so  quickly  for- 
gotten all.  Thirty  years  you  have  known  me  now  for 
what  I  am;  and  you  know  how  I  have  done  and  intended 
good  for  you  wherever  I  could. 

*  See  Appendix,  Note  ZLTIL 
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"  Sovi  could  you  now  say  that  I  had  thrust  you  out  of 
the  house  ?  This  alone  was  wanting  to  all  the  Borrow  I 
have  had  about  other  things,  and  all  for  your  sake.  And 
this  is  my  thanks  for  it ! 

"But  now,  be  it  so.  Let  it  be  I  who  drove  you  from  the 
house :  be  ashamed  of  me,  and  consider  you  have  suffered 
injury  through  me.  It  shall  be  so.  Then  let  me  beg  for 
forgiveness :  forgave  your  son ;  and,  if  he  has  never  been 
good  for  any  thing,  and  has  brought  you  into  all  imagina- 
ble harm,  yet  once  more,  I  pray,  forgive  me,  criminal  as 
I  am,  and  don^t  let  the  shame  remtun  with  me,  of  having 
driven  you  out  of  the  house ;  for  it  signifies  more  to  me 
than  you  believe,  and  I  am  still  your  son ! 

"  The  bearer  of  this  is  Kaphael  of  GagUano.  For  the 
sake  of  Giod,  and  not  for  my  own  sake,  I  beg  you  to 
return  to  Florence ;  for  I  must  start  on  my  journey,  and 
I  have  important  things  to  communicate  to  you,  and  I  can- 
not come  to  you.  My  servant,  Fietro,  has  not  behaved 
himself  to  me  as  he  ought.  I  shall  send  him  to-morrow 
morning  to  Fbtoja,  where  he  shall  remain ;  I  will  not 
have  mischief  arise  through  him  in  our  house.  Had  you 
all  spoken  to  me  sooner  about  it,  knowing  what  a  man  he 
was,  —  nothing  of  which  I  was  acquainted  with,  —  this 
scandal  would  not  then  have  happened. 

"I  am  urged  to  set  out,  and  I  cannot  do  so  without 
having  spoken  to  you.  You  must  not  remain  at  Settig- 
nano.     I  beg  you,  let  all  the  sad  things  rest,  and  come. 

"Tour  Michel AMQELO." 


It  Beems  as  if  Pietro  were  to  blame  for  the  quar- 
rel. As  Antonio  Mini  is  first  mentioned  in  the 
year  1525,  Michael  Angelo  may  at  that  time  have 
changed  his  servant,  and  the  date  of  the  letter  may 
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be  thus  determined.*  Previous,  therefore,  to  the 
Bomish  journey  of  1525,  or  that  to  Carrara,  this 
flight  of  the  old  Buonarroti  took  place.  How  beau- 
tiful is  the  term  with  which  Michael  Angelo,  half 
in  irony,  half  in  sadness,  confesses  to  all  with  which 
he  is  reproached,  and  asks  pardon  like  a  child  who 
has  been  really  guilty  of  the  offence  imputed  to 
him! 

The  second  letter,  however,  shows  the  progress 
of  the  matter.  Lodovico  had  not  returned,  but  had 
sent  a  written  reply.  Michael  Angelo  could  now 
endure  it  no  longer.  He  was  a  man  almost  fifty 
years  old ;  and  he  would  not  be  so  trifled  with  by 
those  who  were  thus  instigating  his  father  to  act, 
while  unseen  themselves.  He  wrote  that  he  would 
only  briefly  reply  to  what  was  absolutely  necessary. 
Lodovico,  he  says,  had  written  that  he  had  received 
no  money,  because  he,  Michael  Angelo,  had  pro- 
hibited it.  But  his  father  was  deceived  by  those  in 
whom  he  placed  his  confidence.  All  had  been  thus 
arranged  only  for  Lodovico's  comfort:  he  knew  no 
longer  what  he  wished.  But,  if  he  had  caused  sor- 
row to  his  father,  the  latter  had  found  means  to 
revenge  himself  for  it. 

"The  whole  of  Florence  knows," — lie  continued  with 
iroQical  bittemeas,  —  "  that  you  are  a  rich  man,  and  that 
I  have  given  my  life  for  you,  and  gain  only  puoishment 
for  it :  jou,  however,  gain  great  praise  for  it.  Tell  peo- 
ple what  you  will,  but  write  to  me  no  more ;  for  it  would 
hinder  me  at  my  work,  if  I  were  now  to  tell  you  whnt 
you  have  received  from  me  through  twenty-five  years.     I 

"  See  Appendix,  Note  XLVTH. 
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should  like  better  if  I  oeed  not  say  thia  to  you ;  but  I  can- 
not change  the  necessity  for  doing  ao.  Beware  of  those 
of  ■whom  you  have  to  beware.  We  only  once  die ;  and  we 
returu  not  back  again  to  make  amends  for  that  which 
we  have  done  amiss.  Have  you  therefore  lived  so  long  to 
act  thus  ?     God  be  with  you  1 

"  MiCHELANQELO." 

We  feel  that  the  letter  was  not  written  only  for 
Lodovico.  Unfortunately,  all  information  as  to  the 
particulars  is  missing.  Among  those  of  whom  the 
father  is  to  beware,  Gismondo  and  Giovansimone 
are  intended,  as  they  more  than  once  had  worked 
through  him  against  Michael  Angelo.  Serere  pro- 
vocation must  have  occurred,  to  have  given  rise  to 
such  bitter  expressions.  Still  it  is  p<Msible  that  he 
also  was  not  without  blame.  For  we  have  often 
seen  that  he  allowed  himself  to  be  hurried  into 
words  for  wliich  ho  had  to  make  amends,  and  for 
which,  indeed,  he  always  did  make  amends.  We 
frequently  observe,  that  those  who  act  most  tenderly, 
most  self-aacrificingly,  when  they  feel  themselves  mis- 
understood, are  often  carried  away  into  a  severity 
of  expression,  which,  had  they  weighed  their  words, 
would  have  seemed  insufferable  even  to  themselves. 

Lodovico  died  from  old  age.  His  death,  says 
Condivi,  was  so  easy,  and  his  color  after  his  depart- 
ure was  so  natural,  that  he  seemed  to  slumber. 
The  sorrow  that  shook  Michael  Angelo's  heart  when 
he,  himself  crossing  the  threshold  of  old  age,  had 
lost  those  to  whom  all  his  work  had  been  hitherto 
consecrated,  is  shown  by  the  following  poem,  in 
which  he  endeavored  to  soothe  his  grief:  — 
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"On  THZ  DXITB  OT  aiB  fi.THBK  ZiODOTIOO,  AtTXK  THE  DrATB 

OP  HIS  Brothzb  Bdosabboto. 

"  Already  had  I  wept  and  Bigbed  bo  much, 
I  thought  aJI  grief  for  ever  at  an  end, 
Ezbated  in  sighs,  shed  forth  in  bitter  tears. 

But  deslh  comes  digging  at  the  fount  of  woe. 
The  Ter7  roots  aai  reins,  invidiouslj ; 
Filling  with  grief  the  soul,  with  pain  the  heart 

Therefore  from  one  Eole  point  two  Borrows  Bpring, 
Distinot,  and  full  of  bitterness,  —  twofold,  — 
Subjects  for  separate  tongue  and  pen  and  t«atB, 

for  thee,  my  brother,  and  for  him  who  was 
Of  tbee  and  me  the  parent,  love  inepires 
A  grief  unspeakable  to  vex  and  sting. 

One  is  first  painted  by  fond  memory's  strokes ; 
The  other,  sculptured  deeply  in  my  heart. 
As  though  the  life  were  scarcely  lacking  yet 

But  these,  though  bitter  things,  yet  had  at  last 
Their  eonsolatian  ;  for,  worn  oat  with  age. 
Thy  days,  O  fether  I  close 


Death  is  less  hard  to  him  who  wearily 
Bears  back  to  God  a  harvest  fiilly  ripe, 
Thau  'tis  to  Mm  in  full  and  freshest  mind. 

But  cruel  were  the  heart  that  did  not  weep. 
That  he  should  see  no  more  upon  this  earth 
Fit"  who  gave  t>eing  first,  and  then  support 

Out  griefs  intensity,  our  weight  of  woe. 
Are  less  or  more,  according  as  each  foels ; 
And  aU  my  utter  weakness.  Lord,  thou  knowest 


y  Google 


LODOYICO   DEI   BDONABROn. 

And  IT  mj  sonl  to  reason's  teaching  yie]6s. 

And  bides  its  pain,  so  galling  is  the  rein 

Tliat  greater  torment  springs  firom  the  reBbalnt. 

And  did  I  not  look  inward,  O  my  aonll 
And  see  at  last  that  thou  sbalt  one  daj  smile 
At  death,  which  now  thou  fearest  over  much, 

M7  P^  would  grow ;  hut  these,  my  crying  grieb, 
Aie  tempered  by  Arm  ioith,  that  Heaven  afibrds. 
At  death,  safe  shelter  to  the  godly  man. 

Our  intellect,  o'erloaded  hy  the  weight 
Of  the  weak  flesh,  is  mare  in  fear  of  death 
The  more  the  &lse  persuasion  is  declared. 

Full  ninety  times  the  sun  had  bathed  his  ^e 
In  the  wet  ocean,  ending  his  annual  round, 
Ere  thou  attainedst  to  the  Peace  Divine. 

But  now  that  Heaven  has  taken  thee  away 
From  wretchedness  like  ours,  stiU  sorrowest  thou 
At  Heaven's  decree  that  I  should  spring  from  ttiee  1 

Thou  art  to  dying,  dead,  and  made  divine ; 
Thou  neither  wishest  nor  dost  fear  a  change : 
I  cannot  choose  but  envy  thee  for  Qiis. 

Fortune  and  time  no  longer  now  shall  strive 
To  cross  thy  threshold,  bringing  in  tbar  train 
Uncertain  cheerfulness  and  certain  pain. 

There  are  no  clouds  to  darken  thy  bright  day. 
No  portioned  hours  to  bind  thee  'gainst  fliy  will. 
Nor  chance  nor  need  to  fbrce  thee  here  and  1her» 

Night  cannot  hide  thy  glory,  nor  can  day 
Increase  its  brightness ;  e'en  meridian  snu. 
With  all  its  heat,  fiuls  to  enhance  thy  light. 
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From  thj  calm  death,  I  leam  to  meet  tay  en<f, 

0  bappy  feliier !  and  in  thought  I  tee 

iiy  passage  upwards  into  heavenlj  spheres. 

Death  is  not,  as  some  think,  the  worst  of  ills 
To  him  whose  latest  day  outshines  the  first 
Thimigh  grace  diTiue,  close  to  the  seat  of  Ood; 

There  where  (U>  Him  be  thimks  I)  I  think  thee  now 

And  hope  to  see  again,  if  mj  cold  heart 

Be  raised  &om  eartblj  mire  to  where  thon  ait 

And  if  'twixt  sire  and  son  the  noblest  lore 

Still  grows  in  heaven,  where  every  virtue  grows, 

While  giving  gbry  to  my  heavenly  Lord, 

1  shall  rejoice  with  tiiee,  in  heaven's  bliss." 


"  QQi  piansi  a  soBpiraJ  pur  tanto  e  tanto 
Ch'  io  mi  credei  per  sempre  ogni  dolore 
Coi  soapiri  esalar,  versar  col  pianto. 

Ma  morte  al  fonte  dl  coCai  umore 
Le  radiei  e  le  vene  invida  impingua, 
E  duol  rinnova  all'  alma,  e  pena  al  core. 

Dunque  in  mi  pmito  sol  parta  e  distingaa 
Due  qnerele  amarisaime  per  voi, 
Altro  pianto,  nltni  pcnna,  e  altra  lingua. 

Di  te  &a,tel,  di  te  chc  d'  ambl  no! 
Genitor  foett,  amor  mi  sprona  e  atringe, 
Nfe  BO  qnal  doglia  piii  mi  stringa  e  annoL 

La  memoria  1'  mio  prima  mi  dipinge, 
L'  altro  vivo  ecotpisce  in  mezzo  al  seno 
NnoTS  ple&  che  di  pallor  mi  tmge. 
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Ma  quei  pur  cose  acerbe  all'  nltim'  on : 
Staoco  da^  aani  il  f^omo  eitxemo  oscnra 
Traesti,  o  Padre,  ond'  ho  vi^  men  dolwe. 

Foco  aU'  increBdtar  gH,  'I  moiir  duro, 
Di  cM  riporta  ■  Dio  la  propria  meBse 
AUor  che  1  yer  del  aeneo  i  piii  sicuro. 

Ma  qoal  cuore  ^  cradel,  the  Don  piangeue. 
Nod  dOTeodo  veder  di  qii!i  piii  mai. 
Chi  gd  ah  V  esser  pria,  nntrillo,  e  recae. 

Noabi  intensi  dotori,  e  nostri  guai 
Son  come  piii  o  men  ciascun  gli  sente, 
E  quaoto  io  debil  sia,  Signer,  tu  '1  sai. 

£  r  alma  mia,  e'  alia  ragioa  coneente. 

Si  doro  £  1  &en  per  cui  1'  a&nno  ascondo, 
Che'  n  &rle  forza  pih  mi  fo  dolente. 

£  Be  1  pensier  nel  qual  io  mi  protbudo, 
Nan  mi  moatiaase  al  fin,  uh'  oggi  tu  ridi 
Del  morir  cite  temesti  in  queato  mondo, 

CreBceii  '1  daol,  ma  i  dolori  stridi 
Temprati  son  d'  una  credenza  fenna, 
Ch'  UQin  Ilea  viBsuto  a  morte  In  ciel  a'  annid 

Noabo  inteUetto  dalla  came  inferma 
E  taato  oppresso,  che  '1  morir  pit  spioce 
Quuito  pill  1  fiilso  persuasD  affenna. 

Novnota  volte  1'  annua  sua  &ce 
Ha  1  Bol  neli'  ocean  bagnala,  e  moUe, 
Pria  che  ail  giuuto  alia  diviua  pace. 

Or  ch'  a  nostra  miaeria  il  ciel  ti  toUe, 
Increacati  di  me  che  morto  tIto, 
Se  1  ciel  pec  te  qnaggih  nascer  mi  voUe. 

Tn  se'  del  morir  morto,  e  fetto  divo, 
N%  temi  or  piii  cai^^  Tita,  ak  vogjia, 
Che  qnaai  aenza  inridia  non  Io  BcriTO. 

Fratuna  e  tempo  dentro  a  Toatra  so^ia 
Non  Cents  trapasaar  per  cui  b'  adduce 
lu&a  dnbhia  letizia  certa  doglia. 

Nnbe  non  fe  ch'  oscnri  vostra  luce, 
L'  ore  distinte  a  to!  non  fiuino  forza, 
Caao,  o  necesBitii  non  vi  conduce. 
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Voatro  splendor  per  notte  non  s'  ammoiza, 

B&  cresce  mai  per  gioroo,  benchfe  cbias), 

Ki  quaado  'I  boI  plili  Buo  color  rmforzo. 
Nel  tuo  morire  ii  mlo  morire  imparo, 

Padre  ftlice,  e  nel  pensier  ti  veggio 

Dore  '1  mondo  paasar  ue  &  di  raro. 
Non  i,  com  'alcun  crede,  morte  il  peggio 

A  chi  I'uItimD  dl  trascende  al  primo 

Per  grazift  etema,  appresso  al  diTin  eeggio. 
Dore,  la  Dio  merc^,  te  credo  e  eUnio, 

E  spero  dl  veder,  ee  '!  freddo  cuore 

Mia  raggioa  tragge  dal  terreEtre  limo. 
B  se  tea  '1  padre  e  '1  figlio  otdmo  amore 

Cresce  nel  ciel,  cresceodo  ogm  TirtuCe, 

Beudeodo  gloria  al  mio  dirin  &ttore 
Qodero  con  la  mia  la  tua  salute."* 

The  train  of  thought  in  this  poem  is  of  the  greatest 
beauty.  From  his  own  grief,  Michael  Angelo  slowly 
rises  to  the  glory  of  his  father,  and  concludes  by 
placing  himself  at  his  side.  How  clearly  he  recog- 
nized here  the  union  of  earthly  sects.  Yet,  in  a 
Christian  feeling  similar  to  Dante's,  he  holds  him- 
self aloof  from  the  dispute  which  is  a^tating  the 
world  around  him.  There  is  no  trace  of  purgatory 
in  Michael  Angelo's  verses.  The  idea  never  oc- 
curred to  him.  From  the  first,  he  entertains  a  cer^ 
tainty  of  the  old  Lodovico's  perfect  happiness ;  and, 
in  evidence  of  this,  he  urges  the  grace  of  Grod,  la 
graeia  divina,  which  is  pre-supposed  as  something 
which  cannot  fail  him  who  surely  expects  it.  This 
was   the  purport  of  the   proposition   about  which 

*  From  the  MS.  in  the  British  Museum,  which  in  soma  passages 
varies  cDn«derablf.  I  insert  the  Italian  text  here,  and  afterwards  very 
freqnently  ;  as  my  tranalation,  aiming  more  at  the  spirit  than  the  words, 
cannot  take  the  place  of  the  original  veiaeB. 


y  Google 


mCHABL  JNGELO'S  BEUGIODB  BfaJKP.  275 

Borne  and  Germany  were  disputing:  Michael  Au- 
gelo  expresses  it  here  as  if  no  one  doubted  it.  How 
little  he  adhered  to  outward  ecclosiastical  rule,  is 
shown  by  the  letter  which  he  wrote  to  Florence 
on  the  death  of  h^  brother  Giovansimone.*  "  Al- 
though," he  there  writes,  "  all  those  sacraments 
which  the  Church  enjoins  were  not  administered 
to  him,  yet  if  he  showed  true  repentance  and  resig- 
nation to  the  will  of  God  (huona  contritione),  that 
is  sufficient  for  his  eternal  blessedness."  In  the 
same  correspondence,  we  discoTer  also  his  views  of 
good  works.  He  commissions  Leonardo  again  and 
^ain  to  inquire  secretly  whether  there  is  not  some 
poor  citizen  to  be  raised  irom  distress,  and  assisted 
perhaps  with  a  dowry  for  liis  daughter.  He  was  to 
write  to  him  about  it ;  for  he  wished  to  do  something 
for  the  welfare  of  his  own  soul.  But  he  was  to  do 
so  quite  in  secret,  that  no  one  might  hear  of  it. 
The  doctrine  could  not  he  more  nobly  understood. 
But,  to  any  man  who  thought  thus,  the  German  idea 
that  nothhig  depended  on  good  works  must  have 
been  scarcely  intelligible. 

It  was  not  the  Bible  alone,  though  he  studied  it 
sufficiently,  wliich  was  the  source  of  Michael  An- 
gelo's  convictions.  Dante  must  be  also  included. 
Michael  Angelo's  poems  plainly  evidence  to  what 
a  great  extent  Dante's  thoughts  had  passed  into  his 
mind.  In  the  verses  on  the  death  of  his  Either, 
there  is  the  half-antique  Dante  conception  of  the 
heaven  above  the  clouds,  of  the  sea  of  light ;  there 
is  the  personifying  of  Time  and  Fate,  who  Tenture 

■  See  Appendis,  Note  XLIX. 
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not  to  pass  beyond  its  gates.  Michael  Angelo  would 
have  painted  them  as  voracious,  idle  beings,  looking 
helplessly  through  the  barrier  they  might  not  pass. 
The  principal  distinction  between  the  Gfenaaoic  and 
Romanic  mind  consists  in  this,  —  that,  with  the  Ger- 
mans, forms  lose  themselves  again  in  ideas ;  while, 
with  the  Romans,  the  most  uncertain  idea  fashions 
itself  into  form.  The  Germans  were  aiming  at  that 
time  to  free  themselves  from  this  Olympus  of  formed 
bemgs,  so  foreign  to  tlieir  notions ;  but,  in  doing  so, 
they  must  have  appeared  to  the  Romans  as  sacrilo- 
gious  destroyers.  For,  even  among  those  who  under- 
stood the  doctrine  of  Luther  the  most  clearly,  the 
greater  part  were  unable  to  conceive  the  invisible 
without  the  visible.  Hence  the  reason  why  worldly 
thoughts  were  again  and  again  imputed  to  the  Lu- 
therans ;  why  it  was  imagined  that  Luther  could  be 
made  a  cardinal ;  why  Protestantism  was  received  as 
merely  negative,  without  a  belief  of  its  own,  and  the 
possibility  of  its  endurance  was  not  allowed.  And 
therefore  in  Micliael  Angelo,  though  in  his  thoughts 
he  approached  the  doctrines,  and  though  his  whole 
nature  inclined  to  speculations  on  this  subject,  there 
is  no  trace  of  his  taking  cognizance  of  Luther  and 
his  doings.  We  may  even  infer  the  healthiness  of 
Michael  Angelo's  nature  from  this ;  for,  wherever 
the  religious  movement  now  asserted  itself  in  Italy, 
it  appears  more  frequently  the  result  of  something 
which  I  will  call  neitlier  sentimentality  nor  over- 
Btraining ;  but  which  was  at  any  rate  not  the  strong, 
citizen-like  spirit  which  animated  it  in  Germany, 
and  which  gave  to  it  vigor  and  continuance. 
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Between  1530  and  1540,  Rome  received  free  ideas 
from  three  different  quarters. 

She  received  them  from  Venice,  where  freedom 
of  thoi^ht  vas  most  permitted,  and  where  the  closest 
intercourse  with  Germany  prevailed.  Here  dwelt 
the  Florentine  exile  Bruccioli,  and  translated  the 
Bible.  From  hence  also  an  address  was  sent  to 
Luther,  and  an  answer  received. 

She  received  them  from  Geneva,  where,  imder 
the  direction  of  Calvin,  a  spiritual  authority  had 
been  formed,  such  as  Savonarola  had  vainly  endeav- 
ored to  raise  in  Florence,  and  which  was  situated  as 
an  unassailable  theological  fortress  between  France, 
Germany,  and  Italy.  Thither  the  glances  of  Savoy 
were  directed,  —  for  Margaret,  sister  of  Francis  I., 
and  the  Mend  of  Calvin,  dwelt  there ;  and  those  of 
Ferrara  also,  —  for  Renata,  the  consort  of  the  young 
Duke  Ercole,  likewise  a  French  princess,  and  still 
more  associated  with  Calvin  than  Margaret,  had 
almost  publicly  confessed  the  new  doctrines.  Many 
ties  connected  Ferrara  with  almost  all  tiie  more  im- 
portant cities  of  Northern  Italy. 

The  third  attack,  however,  proceeded  from  Naples ; 
and  from  hence,  to  use  the  technical  expression,  the 
breach  was  opened. 

Whilst  in  the  North  the  matter  was  openly  carried 
on,  and  the  heretical  writings  were  poured  freely 
into  the  country  across  the  Alps,  in  Naples,  inde- 
pendent of  such  impetus  from  without,  there  arose, 
among  the  highest  aristocracy,  a  fanatical  enthusi- 
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asm  for  the  pure  doctrine,  which,  not  appearii^;  at 
first  ia  its  tme  colors,  avoided  the  counter-exertioiw 
of  those  who  endeavored  to  oppose  it.  The  move- 
meat  was  controlled  ia  the  north,  and  was  soon 
restrained  by  prohibition ;  in  Naples  this  was  not 
possible,  because  it  was  never  admitted  that  heretical 
ideas  were  tolerated. 

Fra  Occhino,  a  Capuchin  monk  from  Venice,  was 
the  soul  of  the  Neapolitan  movement.  He  was 
learned,  highly  esteemed,  and  animated  by  such 
ardor  when  he  spoke,  that,  as  the  memoirs  of  a  Nea- 
politan living  at  that  time  inform  ua,  he  could  have 
melted  the  very  stones  to  tears.*  In  Lent,  1536, 
when  Charles  V.  was  in  Naples,  Occhino  was  preach- 
ing there.  At  the  same  time,  when  the  emperor 
was  issuing  an  edict,  by  which  not  only  all  heretics, 
but  even  those  who  came  in  contact  with  heretics, 
were  threatened  with  loss  of  life  and  property,  ha 
attended  the  preaching  of  Occhino,  and  acknowledged 
the  power  of  his  glowuig  eloquence.  And  so  skil- 
fully did  Occhino  conceal  his  innermost  thoughts, 
that  tlie  pope  himself  appointed  him  his  confessor, 
and  summoned  him  to  Home. 

Here  he  now  appeared  at  the  head  of  the  party 
who  were  laboring  to  bring  about  a  peaceable  agree- 
ment with  the  Lutherans;  and  who,  although  the 
attempts  of  the  pope  to  negotiate  with  Luther,  and 
to  induce  the  Germans  to  attend  a  council  in  Italy 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Romish  Church,  remained 
fruitless,  did  not,  however,  support  the  influence  of 
those  who  were  in  favor  of  the  application  of  author- 
itative force  to  the  Lutheraus. 

*  See  Appendix,  Note  L. 
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For  that  the  Lutherans  would  not  come  to  terms 
was  clear  at  last  to  many.  The  Germans  desired  a 
council  endowed  with  sovereign  power  to  remodel 
every  thing  thoroughly.  The  more  courteous,  the 
more  considerate,  were  the  advances  from  Rome, 
the  more  rude  were  Lutlier's  replies,  Paul  III,  had 
selected  a  man  to  negotiate  with  him,  who,  by  his 
subsequent  apostasy  to  the  German  cause,  exercised 
the  greatest  influence  upon  events.  This  man,  Ver- 
gerio,  a  high  ecclesiastic,  had  already  gone  to  Ger- 
many on  a  similar  mission  under  Clement  VII.  He 
declared,  when,  after  having  failed  in  his  object,  be 
arrived  in  Borne,  Ihat  war  was  the  only  means  of 
accomplishing  any  thing. 

In  spite  of  this,  they  adhered  strongly  in  the  Vati- 
can to  the  idea  of  a  peaceable  solution  of  tilings,  and 
submitted  patiently  to  the  progress  of  the  reformers 
in  their  own  land. 

This  moderation,  however,  and  the  endeavor  pui> 
posely  exhibited  by  Paul  III.  to  draw  free-minded, 
unbiassed  men  to  the  Vatican,  did  not  spring  simply 
Irom  the  motives  to  which  it  was  assigned. 

Besides  tbe  party  in  Italy  of  those  who  wished  for 
reform  in  a  liberal  sense,  Luther's  appearance  had 
aroused  another,  at  whose  heart  lay  no  less  the 
renovation  of  the  Church,  but  who  saw  the  means 
for  making  Borne  again  what  she  ought  to  be,  —  not. 
by  a  remodelling  of  her  principles,  but  by  a  return 
to  the  old  strictness,  by  the  maintenance  of  her 
privileges,  and  by  the  restoration  of  her  authoritative 
position  with  regard  to  secular  rule.  A  new  spirit 
was  needed ;  but  it  was  the  old,  the  lost  one.    There 
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was  no  occasion  to  treat  with  heretics,  but  regard- 
lessly  to  correct  the  evil  in  themselves.  Thoy  must 
feel  what  they  were,  and  live  and  act  accordingly. 
The  Church  had  to  be  renovated ;  but,  under  any 
circumstances,  the  people  had  to  be  silent  and 
obey. 

Men  had  met  togetlier,  even  under  Leo  X.,  who 
saw  in  this  the  only  safety  of  the  Church,  —  that,  by 
fasting,  prayer,  and  self-discipline,  the  beginning  of 
a  better  life  might  be  entered  upon  at  once.  They 
felt  that  Heaven  would  prosper  these  germs,  and 
thus,  at  last,  excellence  would  be  restored.  They 
began  to  form  themselves  into  a  community.  Prayer, 
meditation,  and  mutual  strengthening  in  a  self-deny- 
ing, holy  course  of  life,  were  their  aims.  The  union 
was  called,  "  The  Oratory  of  Divine  Love."  Not 
only  ecclesiastics,  but  men  of  all  positions  in  life, 
took  part  in  it.  They  really  desired  to  form  a  con- 
trast to  the  disorderly  condition  into  which  Bomish 
life  had  fallen. 

During  the  first  twenty  years  of  the  century,  this 
union  had  produced  the  order  of  the  Theatines,  so 
called  from  Pietro  GarafTa,  Bishop  of  Theate,  who 
stood  at  his  head,  and  who,  by  his  exemplary  life, 
was  a  pattern  to  others.  Deprivations,  and  complete 
abstraction  in  spiritual  thoughts,  which  ought  truly 
to  form  the  basis  of  all  orders,  but  which  at  tliat 
.  time  were  exchanged  for  wealth,  luxuriousness,  and 
worldly  employments,  often  of  the  most  objectionabla 
character,  wore  indeed  possessed  by  the  Theatines ; 
and  a  spirit  of  zeal  and  imyielding  severity  was 
fostered  by  them,  which  made  them  act  on  the  o€^- 


y  Google 


CABAFPA.  281 

Edfe  towards  all  those,  who,  according  to  their  opia- 
iou,  injured  the  Catholic  doctrines. 

The  order  had  afterwards  removed  to  Venice,  and 
from  thence  to  Naples,  just  at  the  time  that  Occhlno 
was  preaching  there.  "Dxq  Theatines  soon  perceived 
the  heresy  of  his  doctrines,  and  accnsed  him.  Oc- 
chino,  however,  knew  how  to  defend  himself,  and 
came  off  victorious  from  their  accusations.  Caraf^ 
their  founder,  however,  was  too  powerful  a  person 
for  the  pope  to  dispense  with.  Three  times  he  sum- 
moned Carafe,  before  he  accepted  the  call  to  Eome. 
At  length  he  appeared,  and  was  appointed  member 
of  the  committee  which  had  to  state  and  consider 
the  evils  of  the  Church.  As  all  the  different  views 
were  to  be  represented  in  Rome,  Caraffa's  appoint- 
ment appeared  to  be  an  act  of  justice.  His  mere 
presence,  however,  was  sufficient  to  exhibit  the  hos- 
tility of  Ills  party  to  Occhino's ;  and  soon  nothing  was 
required  but  to  w^t  so  long  as  the  Liberals  were  at 
the  helm  of  afiidrs. 

It  seems  as  if  the  pope,  from  the  first,  had  boon 
filled  with  a  certain  fear  of  being  obliged  some  day 
to  rely  on  Caraffa's  party;  and  that,  therefore,  his 
wish  to  be  on  good  terms  with  the  Lutherans  had 
arisen  from  the  feeling,  that,  if  ever  compulsion  and 
severity  were  of  necessity  employed,  he  should  have 
to  yield  to  those  who  would  in  that  case  be  at  the 
helm. 

Cara£&  declared  himself  in  the  committee  in  favor 
of  immediate  reform  in  the  outward  life  of  the 
clergy.  It  would  be  sinning  greatly  against  God  to 
delay  this,  he  said,  even  for  a  moment.    This  could, 
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of  course,  be  of  no  service  to  the  pope.  It  wouici 
have  been  a  noble  spectacle,  if  the  young  Cardinal 
Farnese,  who  owed  his  outward  position  to  the  pos- 
sessions of  the  murdered  Ippolito,  could  have  been 
compelled  suddenly  to  become  a  worthy  and  abstemi- 
ous priest.  Paul  deferred  the  proposed  praiseworthy 
measures  to  better  times.  He  still  hoped  to  effect  a 
compromise  with  the  Germans. 

The  prospects  of  the  emperor  had  assumed  an 
iucreashigly  sorry  aspect,  ever  since  the  campaign 
against  Francis  I.,  so  pompously  announced  in  Borne, 
had  taken  an  ui^uccessful  turn.  He  could  no  longer 
think  of  driving  back  the  Lutherans  to  the  pope  by 
force.  The  political  position  of  the  Lutheran  princes 
was  most  favorable.  France  and  England,  who  had 
now  revolted  from  the  pope,  were  their  allies.  The 
emperor  and  pope  vied  with  each  other  in  obsequi- 
ousness. Each  hoped  in  this  way  to  turn  things  to 
his  own  advantage. 

Li  the  year  1539,  it  was  clearly  shown  how  both 
stood  with  regard  to  the  Germans.  Paul  had  called 
a  council :  it  was  to  meet  at  Vicenza.  Charles,  on 
the  other  hand,  had  come  to  an  agreement  with 
the  German  princes,  that  Reformers  and  Catholics 
should  hold  a  religious  conference  in  Niirnberg, 
and  should  decide  the  questions  pending,  without  the 
pope's  participation.  This  was  an  imperial  council 
against  a  popish  one.  A  high  ecclesiastic  was  at 
once  dispatched  to  Madrid,  charged  with  complaints. 
The  disorders  in  the  Netherlands  afforded  the  em- 
peror a  pretext  for  deferring  the  matter  for  the 
present;   iu  the  following  year,  however,  he  again 
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reemned  the  plan.  His  brother  Ferdinand,  King  of 
Borne,  and  special  Begent  of  Germany,  met  him  in 
the  Netherlands ;  and  it  was  decided  between  them 
in  what  way  they  would  manage  the  Lutherans. 
Cardinal  Farnese,  who  was  at  the  imperial  court, 
used  every  means  to  present  these  resolutions,  but 
in  vain.  The  imperial  diet,  at  which  matters  were 
to  he  decided,  was  agreed  upon  behind  his  back. 
Farnese  left  the  court  at  once  ;  and,  travelling  back 
through  Paris,  he  obtained  an  edict  against  heretics, 
which  was  carried  out  with  ostensible  severity. 

In  Oarafifa's  miud,  tliis  was  a  step  onwards.  StiU, 
however,  the  milder  view  of  things  prevailed  in 
Rome. 

The  pope  showed  himself  ready  to  send  a  legate  to 
the  diet  appointed  at  Ratisbon  in  March,  1541.  The 
Lutherans  had  declared  their  consent  to  tliis.  Up 
to  the  last  moment,  before  the  pope  took  this  st«p, 
they  had  endeavored  to  induce  the  emperor  to  refer 
the  religious  question  to  the  Council  of  Yieenza, 
as  the  only  tribunal  of  authority.  This  was  refused, 
and  the  pope  yielded.  Contarini,  the  mildest  of  the 
liberal  cardinals,  the  tried  friend  of  the  emperor, 
who  had  personally  desired  him  to  be  sent,  went  to 
Ratisbon ;   and  the  negotiations  began. 

During  Contarini's  absence,  however,  the  decisive 
step  took  place  in  Rome. 

The  young  Cardinal  Farnese  stood  at  the  head  of 
those  who  ui^ed  for  violent  measures.  It  is  true, 
not  from  Carafla's  motives.  The  Farnese  desired  an 
alliance  with  France,  and  war  against  Lombardy. 
If,  however,  a  jeconciliation  between  Germany  and 
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the  emperor  were  now  effected,  the  latter  would 
acquire  an  increase  of  power,  wliich  not  only 
would  be  a  direct  advantage  to  him,  but  would  limit 
the  ravages  of  France  in  North  Germany,  from 
whence  she  drew  her  best  soldiers.  It  suddenly 
occurred  to  the  liberal  cardinals,  that  they  might  bo 
conspiring  with  the  emperor.  The  council,  the 
deposition  of  the  pope,  the  elevation  of  Gontarini,  or 
of  one  of  his  friends,  appeared  possible.  All  the 
free-minded  Italians,  whose  number  increased  daUy, 
had  become  allies  of  the  new  power.  Gontarini  waa 
on  the  point  of  coming  to  an  understanding  with  the 
Lutherans,  all  secondary  considerations  having  been 
set  aside,  and  the  one  most  important  question 
respecting  justification  by  faith  being  alone  treated 
of;  and,  on  tliis  point,  Melancthon  had  shown  him- 
self inclined  to  come  to  an  accommodation,  to  which 
Gontarini  had  promised  the  pope's  consent.  Sud- 
denly orders  arrived  from  Rome,  caUing  him  back. 

Under  the  reproach  of  having  outstepped  his  in- 
structions, and  charged  with  the  suspicion  of  having 
assented  to  the  plans  of  tlie  emperor  against  the 
pope,  although  it  was  well  enough  known  in  Rome 
that  one  chaise  was  as  groundless  as  the  other,  he 
was  sent  as  legate  to  Bologna ;  Cardinal  Pole  waa 
dispatched  in  the  same  capacity  to  Viterbo;  and 
Caraffa,  who  obtained  the  glory  of  having  opened 
the  pope's  eyes,  was  the  one  left  behind. 

In  confirmation  of  the  new  ideas,  the  Inquisition 
was  established  in  Rome,  in  the  stimmer  of  the  year 
following,  by  Caraf^  and  Loyola,  who  had  arrived 
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A  panic  spread  through  Italy.  Whoever  could, 
escaped.  This  was  the  period  at  which  Michael 
Angelo's  Last  Judgment  weib  completed.  At  the 
Christmas  festival  of  1541,  the  Sistine  Chapel  was 
re-opened.  When  Biagio  da  Cesena,  the  master  of 
the  ceremonies,  saw  himself  furiously  portrayed  in 
the  form  of  the  infernal  judge  Minos,  the  pope  could 
BtiU  venture  the  jest,  that  he  could  do  nothing,  as 
even  the  popes  themselves  could  release  no  one  from 
eternal  condemnation.  Soon,  however,  the  painting 
was  abused  from  tlie  pulpit, 

AH  was  now  silent  respecting  the  Fall  of  the 
Angels,  which  was  to  have  occupied  the  opposite 
wall.  Michael  Angelo  had  already  made  designs  for 
it,  none  of  which,  however,  are  now  to  be  found. 
A  Sicilian  painter,  who  was  in  Michael  Angelo's  ser- 
vice as  color-grinder,  is  said  to  have  used  them  in 
painting  the  Church  of  the  Trinity  in  Borne.  Vasari 
describes  the  picture ;  but  I  have  not  seen  it  there, 
and  I  have  never  found  it  meutioned  elsewhere. 
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CHAPTER  FOURTEENTH. 


TN  spite  of  the  sorrow  into  which  Michael  Angelo 
■'-  -was  plunged  by  the  loss  of  his  father  and  brother, 
I  may  call  the  period  from  1536  to  1541  an  especially 
happy  one. 

Whenever  we  contemplate  the  life  of  great  men, 
the  most  beautiful  part  of  tlieir  existence  is,  that, 
when  meeting  with  a  power  equal  to  their  own,  they 
find  one  worthy  of  measuring  the  depth  of  their 
mind.  I  do  not  say,  worthy  of  their  art,  or  of  that 
which,  with  those  who  are  not  artists,  takes  the  place 
of  art :  for  it  is  enough  for  them  to  have  found  a 
being,  by  whom  they  are  understood  to  their  utmost 
desire ;  one  to  whom  they  can  speak  without  being 
obliged  to  explain  their  words  ;  one  who,  even  when 
they  express  only  the  disjointed  part  of  a  thought, 
supplies  the  deficiency  without  difficulty  from  his 
own  mind.  There  is  no  deeper  desire  than  that  of 
meeting  such  a  mind ;  no  greater  happiness  than 
having  found  it ;  no  greater  sorrow  than  to  resign 
this  happiness,  whether  it  be,  that  it  has  never  been 
enjoyed,  or  that  it  has  been  lost. 
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Goethe  certainly  never  felt  himself  happier  than  in 
interchange  of  thought  with  Schiller,  —  never  more 
Bolitary  than  when  death  took  away  his  friend.  All 
the  early  friendshij^,  so  ardently  entered  into,  which 
had  always  ended  either  in  coldness  or  flight,  had 
been  vain  attempts  to  discover  men  whose  under- 
standii^  could  fathom  his  mind.  Goethe  had  long 
given  up  the  hope  of  finding  any  but,  at  the  best, 
kindly  pliable  souls,  who  at  least  did  not  oppose 
where  they  did  not  understand,  when  he  met  with 
Schiller.  Pew  beside  him  are  known  to  whom  fate 
was  so  beneficent.  We  know  of  no  equal-minded 
friend  vouchsafed  to  Dante,  Shakespeare,  or  Beetho- 
ven. Byron  found  Shelley.  But,  if  to  the  greater 
number  that  is  denied  which  might  be  considered  in 
its  perfection  as  the  lively  echo  of  their  own  mind,  it 
is  at  least  awarded  almost  to  all  to  be  allowed  to 
delude  themselves  with  the  feeling  that  they  have 
found  what  they  needed,  if  it  be  only  the  eyes  of  a 
girl,  in  the  depth  of  which  they  imagined  they  could 
read  the  understanding  of  their  mysteries. 

Michael  Angelo,  however,  had  become  old  in  soli- 
tude. "  I  have  no  friends :  I  need  none,  and  wish 
to  have  none,"  he  wrote  home  in  his  early  years  from 
Rome.  In  Florence,  when  artists  met  for  conversa^ 
tion  here  and  there,  or  for  festivities,  Michael  Angelo 
was  rarely  with  them.  This  was  increasingly  the 
case,  the  older  he  became.  We  have  no  intimation 
that  any  other  spirits  approached  him  than  those  of 
the  great  dead  of  his  country.  He  seemed  to  have 
suffered  the  Hving  who  formed  his  society  to  gather 
BO  closely  round  him,  because  they  never  burdened 
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bis  thoughts  with  their  own.  He  ha,d  Uockbeads 
sometimes  in  his  house,  who  entertained  no  thoi^;hts 
at  all,  and  whom  he  endured  as  children  to  whom 
he  condescended.  He  loved  children.  A  boy  is  s^d 
to  have  once  told  him  in  the  street,  that  he  should 
like  him  to  draw  something ;  and  Michael  Angelo 
took  the  sheet  offered,  and  granted  his  request  at 
once.  That  he  loved  women  is  shown  by  his  poems. 
There  is,  however,  no  single  one  which  espresses 
any  other  feeling  than  that  of  resignation  or  sorrow 
at  unrequited  passion.  like  Beethoven,  he  aeems 
never  to  have  won  her  for  whom  he  longed. 

One  poem  among  many  we  will  quote  here,  in 
which  he  says  what  conflicts  he  has  endured :  — 

"  Oh  for  the  time,  when,  with  a  lightsome  heart. 
To  my  blind  hopea  I  gave  unbridled  play! 
Oh  for  the  cheerM  brow,  sereaely  gay, 
!From  which  all  beau^  must  for  aye  depart ; 
And  the  slow  steps,  laboriously  (a'ea. 
That  grow  so  tardy  as  we  grow  in  years ! 
Oh  for  a  flame  of  love,  a  fount  of  tears. 
That  I  might  satia^  thee  once  again  1 
And  if  thou  livest  but  to  awalcen  love, 
And  call  fortii  mortals'  aweet  and  bitter  teats. 
Weary  and  old  I  meet  not  thy  desire  j 
Because  my  soul,  nearing  the  land  above. 
Too  poor  an  aim  for  thy  bright  rays  appears. 
And  the  burnt  wood  but  feebly  feeds  the  Bn." 


"  Tomaml  al  tempo  allor  che  lietA  e  sdoUa 
Al  cieco  ardor  m'era  Li  briglia,  e  1  &raD, 
Bendimil  rolto  augelico,  e  sereuo 
Ond  '<^gi  b  seco  agal  rbetXt  sepolta. 
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S  i  pHssi  sparai,  e  coa  &tLca.  moJta 

Clie  BOn  ai  lenti  a  chi  6  d'  anni  pieno, 

Tomomi  I'acqua,  e  '1  fuoco  in  mezzo  1  seno, 

Se  ruol  di  me  sazi&rsi  un'  allni  rolta. 

B  B'egU  6  pur  amor  che  tu  sol  viva 

Da'  doici  amari  piaoti  de'  morCali; 

D'lm  vecchio  Blanco  om^  pQoi  goder  poco. 

Cb%  1'  alma  qoaai  giunta  all'  altra  riva 

Fa  Bcudo  ai  tuoi  di  piu  pietosi  strali, 

E  d'lm  l^m  'arao  &,  vil  pruova  il  fiioco." 

He  Iiad  thus  grown  old,  —  sixty  years  old ;  a  time 
when  men  cease  to  beliere  in  the  fulfilment  of  their 
hopes,  as  well  as  on  a  requital  of  fate.  And  yet  he 
was  even  now  vouchsafed  what  he  longed  for.  He 
met  at  last  Yittoria  Colonna. 

Tlie  friendship  between  Michael  Angelo  and  Vit- 
toria  Colonna  is  well  tnown.  Whoever  has  heard 
his  name  knows  hers  also.  In  the  year  when  ex- 
pectation was  aroused  in  Itome  by  the  freer  intellec- 
tual hfe  in  Italy,  Tittoria  appeared  there,  in  close 
connection  with  the  men  who  were  laboring  for  the 
promulgation  of  the  new  ideas ;  and,  next  to  Occhino, 
she  was,  as  it  were,  the  second  intellectual  centre 
around  whom  the  followers  of  the  doctrine  tai]^ht 
by  this  man  united. 

She  came  from  Naples,  where  she  had  become 
acquainted  with  Occhino.  She  liad  probably  effected 
his  summons  to  Borne.  As  the  daughter  of  Tabrizio 
Colonna,  and  the  widow  of  the  Marchese  di  Pescara, 
the  two  highest  nobles  and  generals  of  her  time,  she 
stood  on  a  par  with  the  first  nobles  in  Europe. 
Pescara  had  thought  of  becoming  King  of  Naples. 
Pompeo  Colonna,  Clement  Vli.'s  rival,  was  more 
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powerfiil  in  Rome  than  the  pope.  In  the  palaoe  of 
Vittoria  and  the  beautiful  Giuha  Gonzaga,  there 
met  a  socie^  formed  in  the  liighest  circles  of  Naples, 
the  soul  of  which  was  Valdez,  a  Spaniard,  whose 
duty  for  many  years  had  been  to  keep  the  emperor 
currently  acquainted  with  the  Gferman  movement, 
and  in  whose  heart  the  truth,  thus  involuntarily 
imbibed,  burst  into  flame  on  coming  in  contact  with 
Occliino.  He  remained  in  Naples ;  began  to  preach ; 
and,  so  long  as  his  short  life  lasted,  he  kept  alive  the 
thoughts  with  which  Occhino  and  Vittoria  Colonna 
now  entered  Rome  itself." 

Vittoria  was  received  by  the  pope  as  became  a 
princess  of  her  rank.  The  emperor,  while  in  Bome, 
visited  her  in  her  palace.  The  Cardinals  Pole  and 
Contarini,  the  hea(fe  of  Occhino's  party,  were  her 
intimate  friends ;  and  titose  not  linked  with  her  by 
the  interests  of  religious  reform  were  attracted  by 
her  beauty  and  amiability,  and  that  which  is  styled 
by  her  contemporaries,  her  learning.  People  were 
proud  of  being  able  to  reckon  themselves  as  her 
friends,  adorers,  or  protSgSs.  For  her  connection, 
and  the  high  consideration  of  her  family,  permitted 
her  to  take  many  under  her  protection. 

We  know  not  how  she  became  acquainted  with 
Michael  Angelo.  She  was  not  in  Rome  for  the  first 
time  in  1536.  She  had  been  there  as  a  young 
married  woman  with  Pescara,  her  sun,  as  she  calls 
him,  to  whom  she  had  been  betrothed  in  her  cradle, 
and  who,  it  was  decreed,  was  to  die  far  from  her. 
He  was  severely  wounded  in  the  battle  of  Pavia. 

■  See  Appendix,  Note  LL 
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On  tbe  va;  to  him,  she  heard  of  hie  death,  and 
returned  back  to  Rome,  where  Clement  Vll,  had  to 
prevent  her  by  force  from  taking  the  veil.  He  for- 
bade the  nuns  to  attire  her  for  the  ceremony.  But 
she  Uved  like  a  nim.  She  would  hear  Qothing  of 
splendid  proposals  of  marriage,  nor  could  it  be  ex 
pected  of  her.  Then  came  the  evils  in  Rome  which 
her  family  brought  upon  the  city ;  she  offered  her 
whole  property  to  make  amends  for  the  losses.  Then 
she  went  back  to  Ischia,  where  she  had  once  lived 
so  happily  with  Pescara.  She  was  childless.  From 
thenceforth  till  1536,  she  divided  her  time  between 
Ischia  and  Naples.  It  Eeems  that  in  this  year  she 
first  became  the  friend  of  Michael  Angelo. 

We  should  not  have  known  so  much  as  this,  had 
not  that  wonderful  Providence,  which  wiU  allow 
nothing  to  be  for  ever  concealed  which  may  increase 
our  knowledge  of  great  natures,  brought  to  light  a 
document  which  exhibits  Michael  Angolo  and  Vit- 
toria  in  the  most  life-like  manner  in  the  spring  of 
tlie  year  1537. 

A  miniature-painter,  Francesco  d'Ollanda  by  name, 
was  sent  to  Italy,  between  1530  and  1540,  by  the 
King  of  Portugal,  in  whose  service  he  was ;  and,  on 
his  return,  he  furnished  an  account  of  his  experi- 
ences. His  manuscript,  dated  1549,  was  found  in 
one  of  the  Lisbon  libraries ;  and  Count  Raczynsky 
published  some  parts  of  it,  translated  into  French, 
in  Ms  work  upon  art  in  Portugal.  We  see  Fran- 
cesco in  the  midst  of  Romish  life,  and,  as  we  have 
no  cause  to  doubt  his  truthfulness,*  in  suoh  close 

*  See  Appendix,  Nota  LII. 
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intercourse  witli  Yittoria  and  Michael  Ai^lo,  tliat 

we  can  scarcely  wish  for  any  thing  more  fevorable 
or  full  of  detail.  He  describes  two  Sundays  which 
he  spent  with  them,  and  he  gives  the  conversation 
which  took  place.  The  little  Church  of  San  Silves- 
tro  on  Monte  Cavallo,  opposite  the  Quirinal  Palace, 
where  they  met,  still  stands.  No  longer,  indeed,  aa 
at  that  time ;  for  it  is  full  of  the  ornaments  of  a  later 
date.  The  smaU  comfortahle  sacristy  behind  the  altar 
is  painted  with  Domeniehino's  frescos;  the  carved 
choir-stools  are  no  longer  the  old  ones,  —  at  that 
time  the  monastery  to  which  the  church  belonged 
was  a  nunnery,  at  the  present  day  it  is  tenanted  by 
monks, — but  the  small  dim  space  is  as  it  was  then; 
the  convent-yard,  which  1  found  filled  with  flourish- 
ing lemon-trees;  and,  behind  it,  tlie  Colonna  gai^ 
dens,  rising  from  the  palaces,  standing  at  the  foot 
of  the  hUl,  up  the  Quirinal  and  through  the  paths  of 
which  Vittoria  ascended  to  the  convent,  which  was 
not  situated  then,  as  now,  on  a  square  surrounded 
by  palaces,  but  lay  alone  on  the  height,  amid  gar- 
dens and  small  houses. 

What,  however,  makes  the  meetings  which  Fran- 
cesco describes  of  still  greater  importance,  are  some 
mistakes,  which  have  crept  into  the  statement,  either 
from  an  error  of  memory  (for  he  wrote  almost 
twelve  years  afterwards,  and  expressly  says  that  the 
names  had  begun  to  vanish  from  his  mind),  or  from 
the  confusion  of  the  copier ;  for  I  suppose  the  Messer 
Lattantio  Tolomei,  introduced  as  a  friend  of  Vit- 
toria's,  is  far  more  probably  Claudio  Tolomei,  known 
as  belon^ng  to  the  circle  of  the  Marchesa  and  Mi- 
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chael  Angelo,  and  one  of  the  noblest  and  moet 
distjnguighed  literary  men  at  that  time  in  Borne. 
IParther,  I  should  imagine  that  Fra  Amhrosio  of 
Siena,  the  famous  pulpit  orator,  was  more  probably 
Fra  Bernardino  of  Siena ;  that  is,  Occhino  himself, 
who  appears  in  Vittoria's  letters  under  this  name. 
If  we  add  Michael  Angelo  to  these  two,  the  first 
minds  in  Bome  are  presented  to  us  by  Francesco 
d'Ollanda,  and  his  record  becomes  increasingly  valu- 
able. 

He  begins  with  an  explanation,  intended  for  his 
king  and  master,  respecting  the  object  of  his  resi- 
dence in  Bome.    He  says  that  he  had  had  only  art 


"  I  was  not  seeo,"  he  says,  "  in  the  suite  of  the  great 
Cardinal  Famese,  or  of  the  high  ecclesiastics,  courting 
their  notice.  I  was  ia  qnest  of  others, — of  men  Buch  aa 
Dos  Giulio  di  Macedonia,  the  famous  miniature-painter 
(a  master,  we  may  observe  by  the  way,  who,  though  he 
labored  in  a  different  style  to  Michael  Angelo'a,  still,  on 
the  whole,  imitated  him  so  much  that  he  was  called  the  lit- 
tle Michael  Angelo) ;  Baccio,  the  noble  sculptor  (be  means 
BnndiaeUi,  who  at  that  time  was  executmg  the  monu- 
ments of  Leo  and  Clement  YIL) ;  Fierino  del  Taga, 
Sebastlano  del  Fiombo,  Valerio  of  Vicenza,  Jacopo  Meli- 
chino  (an  architect  in  the  employ  of  Paul  III.),  and  Lat^ 
tantio  Tolomei :  men  whose  friendship  was  of  higher  value 
to  me  than  the  favor  of  nobles,  even  though  these  might 
belong  to  the  highest  rank  of  earthly  grandeur.  Michael 
Angelo,  however,  awakened  such  a  feeling  of  &itbful  love 
in  me,  that,  if  I  met  him  in  the  papal  palace  or  in  the 
street,  the  stara  wonld  often  come  oat  in  tiie  sky  before  I 
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let  him  go  again.  Don  Pedro  Mascaranlias,  our  ambaSBar 
dor,  may  be  my  witness  how  dilGcnlt  it  was  to  get  bo  far 
with  him.  Don  Pedro  was  there  one  evening,  and  heard 
how  Michael  Angelo  jested  with  me  over  my  work,  when, 
at  his  order,  I  had  undertaken  to  make  a  series  of  the 
remarkable  things  in  Rome  and  Italy,  which  were  wished 
for  by  the  Cardinal  Santi  Quatlro.  My  highest  model 
was  the  venerable  Pantheon,  the  most  insignificant  columns 
of  which  I  drew ;  or  the  monuments  of  Agrippa  and  Au- 
gustus, the  Coliseum,  the  baths  of  Caracalla  and  Diocle- 
tian, the  triumphal  arches,  the  Capitol,  and  whatever  the 
city  contained  besides  in  remarkable  buildings,  the  names 
of  which  have  unfortunately  already  begun  to  escape  my 
memory.  No  other  thought,  however,  impressed  me  in 
the  splendid  apartments  of  the  pope,  but  admiration  for 
Raphael  d'Urbino,  who  has   adorned   it  with   his  noble 

"Wliile  I  was  thus  sparing  of  my  time  in  Rome,  I 
went  one  Sunday  to  Messer  Tolomei,  to  visit  him  as  my 
habit  was.  He  had  helped  me  to  become  acquainted  with 
Michael  Angelo  through  Blasio,  the  pope's  secretary,  a 
man  of  importance,  whose  noble  views,  high  birth  (he  was 
a  relative  of  the  pope's),  great  age,  and  irreproachable 
conduct,  had  rendered  honorable.  I  did  not  meet  him : 
but  he  had  lefl  word  that  I  should  find  him  on  Monte 
Cavallo,  in  the  Church  of  San  Silvestro,  where,  with  the 
Marchesa  di  Pescara,  he  was  hearing  the  exposition  of 
the  Epistles  of  St.  Paul.  And  so  I  started  off  for  San 
Silvestro. 

"  Vittoria  Colonna,  however,  the  Mardieea  di  Pescara, 
and  sister  of  Ascanio  Colonna,  is  one  of  the  noblest  and 
most  famous  women  in  Italj',  and  in  the  whole  world. 
She  is  beautiM,  pure  in  conduct,  and  acquainted  with  the 
Latin  tongue ;  in  short,  she  is  adorned  with  every  grace 
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wiaeh  can  redound  to  a  woman's  praise.  Weary  of  the 
briUiaat  life  which  she  formerly  led,  she  has  quite  devoted 
herself,  since  the  death  of  her  husband,  to  thoughts  on 
Christ  and  to  stody ;  she  supports  the  needy  of  her  sei, 
and  stands  forth  as  a  model  of  genuine  Catholic  piety. 
She  was  the  intimate  triead  of  Tolomei,  and  I  owe  her 
acquaintance  to  him. 

"  I  entered :  they  asked  me  to  take  a  place,  aud  the 
reading  and  exposition  of  the  Epistles  was  continued. 
When  it  was  ended,  the  marchesa  spoke ;  and,  looking  at 
me  and  Tolomei,  she  said,  'I  am  not  quitfi  wrong,  if  I 
imagine  that  Messer  Francesco  would  rather  listen  to 
Michael  Angelo  upon  painting  than  Fra  Ambrosio  upon 
the  Pauline  Epistles.' 

" '  Madam,'  I  replied, '  Tour  Excellence  seems  to  enter- 
tain the  belief  that  every  thing  which  is  not  p^ting  and 
art  is  foreign  and  unintelligible  to  me.  It  will  be  cer- 
tainly very  agreeable  to  me  to  hear  Michael  Aogelo  speak ; 
but  X  prefer  Fra  Ambrosio's  expositions  of  the  Epistles  of 
St.  PauL' 

"  I  had  spoken  somewhat  with  pique.  '  Tou  need  not 
take  it  so  seriously,'  Interrupted  Tolomei ;  '  the  marchesa 
certiunly  did  not  mean  that  a  man  who  is  a  good  painter 
is  not  good  for  any  thing  else.  We  Italians  rank  art  too 
high  for  that.  Perhaps  the  words  of  the  marchesa  were 
intended  to  intimate,  that,  besides  the  enjoyment  we  bare 
had,  the  other,  of  hearing  Michael  Angelo  speak  to-day, 
is  still  in  store  for  as.' 

"'  If  it  be  so,'  I  replied, '  it  would,  (Aer  all,  be  nothing 
extraordinary;  for  Tour  Excellency  would  be  only  follow- 
ing your  usual  habit,  of  granting  a  thousand  times  mora 
ibaa  one  ventured  to  desire.' 

"  The  marchesa  souled.  '  We  ought  to  know  how  to 
^ve,'  she  said, '  when  a  grateful  mind  is  coocetned ;  and 
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here,  especially,  when  giving  aod  receiving  aSord  equal 
enjo^ent.'  One  of  her  retinue  had  approached  at  her 
calL  'Do  you  know  Michael  Angelo's  dwelling?  Go, 
and  t«ll  him  that  I  and  Messer  Tolomei  are  here  in  the 
cbi^l,  where  it  is  beautifnllf  cool,  —  the  church,  too,  is 
private  and  agreeable ;  and  that  I  beg  to  ask  him  whether 
he  is  inclined  to  lose  a  fen  hours  here  in  our  society,  and 
to  turn  them  into  gain  for  us.  But  not  a  word  that  the 
gentleman  from  Spain  is  here.' 

"  I  eould  not  refrain  from  remarking,  in  a  low  tone,  to 
Tolomei,  with  what  art  the  marchesa  knew  how  to  treat 
the  slightest  thing.  She  inquired  what  we  were  saying. 
'  Ob !  answered  Tolomei,  '  he  said  with  what  wisdom  Tour 
Excellency  went  to  work  even  in  so  trifling  a  message. 
For  as  Michael  Angelo  knows,  that,  when  he  once  meets 
Messer  Francesco,  there  is  no  possibility  of  separating: 
be  avoids  hira  wherever  he  can.' 

"'I  have  remarked  it,'  said  the  marchesa;  'I  know 
Michael  Angelo.  But  it  will  be  difficult  to  bring  him  to 
speak  upon  painting.' 

"  Fra  Ambrosio  of  Siena,  one  of  the  pope's  most  famous 
preachers,  had  hitherto  not  uttered  a  syllable.  '  As  the 
gentleman  from  Spain,'  he  now  began,  '  is  himself  a 
painter,  Michael  Angelo  will  be  cautious  of  speaking  of 
painting.  The  gentleman  ought  to  conceal  himself,  if  he 
wishes  to  hear  him  speak  about  it.' 

"'It  would  perhaps  be  more  difficult  than  you  imt^ine, 
to  keep  the  gentleman  from  Spain  concealed  Irom  Michael 
Angelo,'  I  replied,  with  some  severity,  to  the  reverend 
gentleman;  'even  if  I  were  concealed,  he  would  observa 
my  presence  sooner  perhaps  than  your  reverence  would 
were  I  not  concealed,  though  you  took  spectacles  to  help 
yon.  Only  let  him  come,  whether  he  remarks  that  I  am 
here  or  no.' 
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"Tbe  marchess  and  Tolomei  laugbod.  After  some 
moments,  in  which  neither  of  them  spoke,  we  beard  knock- 
ing at  Ihe  door.  Every  one  feared  that  it  could  not  be 
Michael  Angelo,  who  lived  down  below  on  Monte  Cavallo.* 
Fortmiat^lj,  however,  the  servant  met  him  close  by  S&n 
Silveatro,  as  he  was  just  on  the  point  of  going  to  the 
Thermse.  He  was  coming  up  the  Esquiline  Way,  in  con- 
versation with  his  color-grinder,  Urbino:  he  fell  at  once 
into  the  snare,  and  it  was  he  who  knocked  at  the  door. 

"  The  marchesa  rose  to  receive  him,  and  remained 
standing  some  time  until  she  had  made  him  take  a  place 
between  herself  and  Tolomei.  I  now  also  seated  myself 
at  a  little  distance  from  them.  At  first  they  were  silent ; 
then,  however,  the  marchesa,  who  could  never  speak  with- 
out elevating  those  with  whom  she  conversed  and  even  the 
place  where  she  was,  began  to  lead  the  conversation  with 
the  greatest  art  upon  all  possible  things,  without,  however, 
toucliing  even  remotely  upon  painting.  She  wished  to 
give  Michael  Angelo  assurance.  She  proceeded  as  if 
approaching  an  unassailable  fortress,  so  long  as  he  was  on 
his  guard.  But  at  last  he  yielded.  '  It  is  an  old  expe- 
rience,' she  said,  '  that  no  one  can  rise  against  Michael 
Angelo,  who  would  contend  against  him  with  his  own 
weapons ;  that  is,  with  mind  and  art.  And  so  you  wilt  see 
there  is  only  one  means  of  having  the  last  word  with  bim ; 
and  that  is  to  speak  of  lawsuits  or  painting,  and  he  will 
Bay  not  a  word  more.* 

"  '  Or  rather,'  I  now  remarked  from  my  comer,  '  the 
very  best  means  of  wearying  Michael  Angelo  out,  would 
be  simply  to  let  him  know  that  I  am  here;  for  he  has  not 
seen  me  up  to  this  moment.  Of  course,  the  surest  means 
of  concealing  from  him  any  thing  as  unimportant  as  I  am. 
was  to  come  close  under  his  eyes.' 

*  See  Appendix,  Note  LIU. 
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"'Pardon,  Messer  Francesco,'  he  called  out,  turmug 
witli  astonishment  tocrards  me,  'it  was  imposfiible  to  see 
you.  I  saw  no  one  here  but  the  marchesa.  But,  since  you 
are  providentially  there,  come  as  a  colleague  to  my  help.' 

"'The  marchesa,'  I  replied,  'seems,  like  the  sun,  to 
show  things  to  one,  but  to  dazzle  another,  who  looks  at 
her.  With  you,  she  is  to  blame  that  you  have  not  seen 
me ;  and,  with  me,  she  is  the  cause  of  my  seeing  you  at  all 
to-day.  Who,  moreover,'  I  added. '  in  discussion  with  Her 
Excellency,  would  have  any  thoughts  left  for  his  neighbor  ? 
He  needs  them  truly  for  himself.  And  for  this  reason 
alone,'  I  concluded,  turning  to  Fra  Ambrosio,  '  it  before 
seemed  to  me  superfluous  to  ftillow  the  good  counsel  of  a 
ceitain  reverend  gentleman.' 

"  All  laughed.  Fra  Ambrosio  rose,  took  his  leave  of 
the  marchesa,  greeted  us,  and  leH.  He  has  been  aabse- 
quently  among  my  best  friends. 

"'His  Holiness,'  said  the  marchesa,  again  renewing  the 
conversation, '  has  had  the  goodness  to  grant  me  permission 
to  build  a  new  convent  in  this  immediate  neighborhood, 
half-way  up  Monte  Cavallo,  where  the  tower  stands  from 
which  Nero  looked  down  on  the  burning  city.  The  foot- 
steps of  pious  women  are  to  efiace  the  traces  of  the  wicked. 
I  don't  know,  Michael  Angelo,  how  I  shall  have  the  build- 
ing erected,  —  how  large,  and  facing  which  aide.  The  old 
wall,  perhaps,  might  be  still  employed.' 

" '  Certainly,'  he  replied :  '  the  old  tower  might  hold 
the  belk.  I  see  no  difliculty  in  this  building.  We  would, 
if  Your  Excellency  likes,  take  a  view  of  the  place  on  the 
way  home.' 

" '  I  had  not  ventured  to  ask  this/  answered  she ;  *  but 
I  see  the  words  of  our  Lord,  "  Every  one  that  exalteth 
himself  shall  be  abased,  and  he  that  humbleth  himself 
shall  be  exited,"  are  trne  under  all  circumstances.     Bui 
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you  imderstjmd  how  to  g^ve  conscientiouslj  where  others 
only  lavish  at  random,  and  therefore  your  friends  rank 

yourself  so  much  higher  than  your  works  ;  and  those  who 
only  know  your  works,  and  not  yourself  Talue  that  in  you 
which  can  only  be  called  perfect  on  a  lower  scale.  I  can' 
not  but  admire  the  manner  in  which  you  withdraw  your- 
self from  the  world,  from  useless  conversation,  and  from 
all  the  offers  of  princes,  who  desire  paintings  from  your 
hand,  —  how  you  avoid  it  all,  and  how  you  have  disposed 
the  labor  of  your  whole  life  as  one  single  great  work.' 

"  '  Gracious  lady,'  replied  Michael  Augelo,  '  these  are 
undeserved  praises ;  but,  as  the  cooversation  has  taken 
this  turn,  I  must  here  complain  of  the  public.  A  thousand 
silly  reproaches  are  brought  against  artists  of  importance. 
They  say  that  they  are  strange  people,  that  they  are  not 
to  be  approached,  that  there  is  no  hearing  with  them. 
No  one,  on  the  contrary,  can  be  so  natural  and  human  as 
great  artists.  But  they  persist  in  saying  (1  am  not  speak- 
ing of  the  few  people  who  think  rationally)  that  they  are 
whimsical  and  strange.  This  charge,  however,  is  least 
consistent  with  the  nature  of  a  painter.  It  is  true,  painters 
have  cerUuD  peculiaiities,  especially  here  in  Italy,  where 
the  pEuntJng  is  better  than  anywhere  else  in  the  world; 
bnt  how  should  an  artist,  absorbed  in  his  work,  take  from 
it  time  and  thought  to  drive  away  other  people's  ennui  ? 
There  are  few  enough  who  do  what  they  have  to  do  with 
perfect  consdentiousness.  But  he  who  belongs  to  these 
few  will  understand  why  it  is  not  easy  to  deal  sometimes 
with  great  artists.  Their  arrogance,  certainly,  is  not  to 
blame  for  this.  But  how  rarely  do  they  meet  with  a 
mind  capable  of  understanding  ideas,  if  they  enter  into 
commonplace  conversation  which  diverts  them  from  their 
own  deep  thoughts  ?  I  can  assure  you,  His  Holiness  him- 
self often  perplexes  me,  when  ho  asks  me  why  I  do  not 
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oftener  sLow  myself.  I  believe  I  can  be  more  usoflil  to 
him,  aod  can  serve  him  more  conscientiously,  by  retntUDiug 
at  home,  than  by  appearing  in  the  palace  for  every  trifle. 
I  generally  reply  to  such  questions  from  His  Holiness,  by 
saying  that  I  prefer  to  work  for  him  after  my  own  fashion, 
inst«ad  of  parading  before  him  like  others  all  day,  and  not 
stirring  a  hand.' 

"  '  Happy  Michael  Angelo ! '  I  cried, '  there  is  only  one 
prince  among  all  the  princes  of  the  world,  and  that  is  the 
pope,  who  wonld  foi^ive  such  a  sin.' 

'* '  It  is  just  in  this  that  princes  should  be  most  forbear- 
ing,' he  said.  '  As  regards  the  pope,'  he  continued,  after 
a  time,  '  the  importance  of  the  work  which  he  has  commis- 
sioned me  to  complete,  has  given  me  such  a  freedom  to- 
wards him,  that  in  conversation,  sometimes,  I  put  my  felt 
hat  here  on  my  head,  without  thinking,*  and  speak  openly. 
And  it  never  occurs  to  him  to  have  my  head  cat  off  for 
this ;  on  the  contrary,  he  lets  me  live  as  I  like,  and  it  is 
just  at  such  moments  that  I  serve  him  most  zealously. 
Of  course,  if  any  blockhead  were  to  fancy  being  quite 
alone,  not  having  a  human  being  near,  and  call  this  the 
true  enjoyment  of  life,  his  friends  would  justly  let  him  go; 
and  the  world,  with  good  reason,  would  condemn  him; 
but  not  lo  let  an  artist  indulge  in  quiet,  who  lives  soli- 
tarily, because  his  object  in  life  obliges  it,  or  because  he 
will  utter  no  false  expressions,  and  who,  besides,  demands 
nothing  from  any  one,  is  the  greatest  injustice.  "Why 
wish  to  make  him,  by  force,  take  part  in  kilhug  time  ? 
He  needs  quiet.  There  is  mental  work  which  demands 
the  whole  man,  and  leaves  not  the  smallest  part  of  his 
eoul  free  to  ^ve  up  to  any.  Had  be  so  much  leisure  time 
as  yon  have,  he  would  be  driven  to  death  if  he  did  not  fill 
H  ttp  exactly  as  you  do, — with  obeisances  and  other  usages 

■  See  Appendix,  Note  LIV. 


y  Google 


viirroniA  colonna.  301 

of  coartesy.  If,  however,  you  break  in  upon  him,  and 
praise  him  only  for  the  sake  of  honoring  yourself,  and  seek 
his  company  because  you  are  proud  of  it,  he  must  pleaae 
you  as  he  is.  If  pope  and  emperor  speak  with  him,  be 
satisfied.  I  say,  an  artist,  who,  instead  of  satisfying  the 
highest  demands  of  hia  art,  tries  to  suit  himself  to  the  great 
public;  who  has  nothing  strange  or  peculiar  in  his  personal 
esterior,  or  rather  what  the  world  calls  so, — will  never 
become  an  extraordinary  miod.  It  is  true,  as  regards  the 
ordinary  race  of  artists,  we  need  take  no  lantern  to  look  for 
them :  they  stand  at  the  comer  of  eveiy  street  through- 
out the  world,  ready  for  all  who  seek  for  them.' 

"  Michael  Angelo  paused  a  little  here,  and  the  marcbesa 
continued :  — 

" '  If  only  those  good  friends  who  beset  great  artists  re- 
sembled those  of  andent  times !  Archesilas  once  visited 
Apelles,  who  was  sick ;  and,  whilst  arranging  the  pillows, 
lie  secretly  placed  under  them  a  handful  of  gold.  When 
the  old  servant  afterwards  discovered  the  treasure,  Apellea 
quieted  her,  saying,  "  She  need  not  be  at  all  surprised : 
Archesilas  had  been  there."' 

" '  Great  artists,'  began  Tolomei, '  would  exchange  with 
no  other  mortals.  For  the  most  part  they  are  satisfied 
with  that  which  they  gain  from  their  work:  often  little 
enough.  They  do  not  envy  the  rich,  for  they  consider 
themselves  richer  than  the  richest  A  mind  schooled  by 
art  perceives  tbe  emptiness  of  the  life  of  those  who  con- 
sider themselves  as  the  mighty  of  the  earth,  and  whose 
glory  is  all  Itud  in  the  cofSn  with  them.  What  is  called 
happiness,  in  the  common  sense,  can  no  longer  allure  him 
who  is  striving  after  a  fame  which  has  indeed  no  attraction 
for  the  multitude.  An  artist  is  prouder  of  a  successful 
piece  of  work,  tban  a  prince  is  of  a  conquered  province. 
"  I  caa  make  earb  and  duk^"  s^d  the  Emperor  ' 
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ian,  when  lie  had  pardoned  an  artist  who  was  seutenc«(I  to 
death ;  "  but  God  alone  can  make  a  great  artiat." ' 

"'Messer  Tolomei,'  scud  the  marchcBa,  'give  me  your 
advice.  Shall  I  now  venture  to  request  Michael  Angelo 
to  enlighten  me  a  little  upon  painting  ?  or  would  the  act 
enable  him  to  show  at  once,  that  great  men,  in  spite  of 
every  thing,  really  listen  to  no  reason,  and  are  humoraome 
after  all?' 

" '  My  lady,'  replied  Tolomei, '  Messer  Michael  Angelo 
must  make  an  exception  here,  and  communicate  his 
thoughts,  though  he  may  hold  them  concealed  from  the 

" '  Your  Excellency  has  only  to  command,  and  I  obey,' 
Kaid  Michael  Angelo. 

"The  marchesa  smiled.  'Since  we  hare  come  ao  far 
as  that,  I  should  like  to  know  what  you  think  of  the 
Netherland  painting.  It  seems  to  me  more  religions  in 
its  character  than  the  Italian,' 

"'The  Netherland  painting,'  replied  the  master  slowly, 
'  will  suit  in  general  all  who  call  themselves  religious, 
more  than  the  Italian  will  do.*  The  Netherland  works 
will  bring  tears  to  their  eyes,  when  oure  leave  them  cold. 
The  cause,  however,  does  not  lie  in  the  power  of  those 
paintings,  but  in  the  weakly  sensibilities  of  those  who 
allow  themselves  to  be  thus  affected.  The  Netherland 
painting  suits  old  women  and  young  girls,  ecclesiastics, 
nuns,  and  people  of  quality,  who  have  no  feeling  for  the 
true  harmony  of  a  work  of  art.  The  Netherlander^  en- 
deavor to  attract  the  eye.  They  represent  favorite  and 
agreeable  subjects, — saints  and  prophets,  of  whom  no  01 
can  be  said.  They  use  drapery,  wood-work,  landscapes 
with  trees  and  figures,  whatever  strikes  as   pretty,  but 
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which  possesses  in  truth  nothing  of  genuine  art  in  itself 
and  where  neither  inward  symmetry  nor  careful  selection 
and  true  greatness  is  involved.  In  short,  it  is  a  painliiig 
without  meaning  and  power.  But  I  will  not  say  that  they 
paint  worse  than  elsewhere.  "What  I  blame  in  the  Nether- 
land  painting  is,  that  in  one  picture  a  multitude  of  things 
are  brought  t<^ether,  one  of  which  would  be  important 
enongh  to  fill  an  entire  picture.  None,  however,  can  thus 
be  completed  in  a  satisfactory  manner.  The  works  that 
come  from  Italy  can  alone  be  called  genuine  works  of  art. 
Italian  art,  therefore,  is  the  true  art.  If  they  painted  thus 
ebewhere,  the  art  might  equally  well  be  denominated  after 
any  land  where  it  b  thus  executed.  True  art  is  made 
noble  and  religious  by  the  mind  producing  it.  For,  for 
those  who  feel  it,  nothing  makes  the  soul  so  reli^ous  and 
pure  as  the  endeavor  to  create  something  perfect ;  for  Glod 
is  perfection,  and  whoever  strives  after  it,  is  striving  after 
something  divine.  True  painting  is  only  an  image  of  the 
perfection  of  God,  a  shadow  of  the  pencil  with  which  He 
paints,  a  melody,  a  striving  after  harmony.  A  lively 
intelligence,  however,  can  alone  feel  wherein  the  difficulty 
Ues.  And  therefore  is  tlus  art  so  rare,  and  so  few  are 
there  who  attain  to  it 

" '  But  that  in  Italy  alone  any  thing  good  can  be  accom- 
plished, is  not  an  assertion  without  basis.  Let  a  painter 
work  elsewhere,  a  master  using  every  effort,  and  take  any 
pupil  who  has  learned  among  ua,  and  let  both  draw  and 
paint,  each  after  his  own  fashion,  and  compare ;  and  yon 
will  find  that  he  who  was  only  a  pnpil  in  Italy  has  pro- 
duced moi'C  with  regard  to  genuine  art  than  the  mastei 
who  is  not  from  Italy,  So  true  is  this,  that  even  Albert 
Diirer,  a  master  who  works  vrith  such  skill  and  delicacy 
<^  feeling,  when  he  wished  to  paint  something  which 
sbonld  deceive  us  as  to  its  having  been  executed  in  Italy. 
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whether  the  work  he  produced  were  good  or  bad,  could 
still  paint  nothing  in  which  I  conld  not  observe  at  once 
that  it  neither  came  from  Italy  nor  from  an  Italian  artiat; 
and,  therefore,  no  other  people,  one  or  two  Spanish  maa- 
tera  excepted,  can  paint  as  we  paint.    We  feel  at  once  the 


" '  Our  art  is  that  of  ancient  Gireece ;  not  because  it  ia 
somewhat  Italian,  but  because  it  is  good  and  correct.  We 
say,  That  ia  painted  as  if  an  Italian  bad  done  it ;  and  who- 
ever attained  to  thia  without  having  painted  in  Italy, 
would  still  be  called  so.  Art  belongs  to  no  land:  it 
oomea  from  heaven.  We,  however,  possesa  it :  for  no- 
where liaa  the  old  empire  left  behind  such  distinct  traces 
pf  ita  gloiy  as  with  us;  and  with  ns,  I  believe,  true  art 
will  set.* 

"  He  was  silent.  I  encouraged  him  to  continue.  'Then 
you  maintain  that  painting  is  peculiar  to  the  Italiana  ? '  I 
said,  '  Is  that,  however,  a  matter  of  astonishment  ?  Have 
you  not  in  Italy  just  as  much  reason  for  painting  well  as 
other  people  have  for  painting  badly  ?  Tou  are  indus- 
trious by  nature :  you  come  forward  with  will,  taste,  and 
talent.  No  one  is  aatisfled  in  your  land  to  remain  an 
artisan ;  you  work  to  rise.  Mediocrity  is  hateful  to  yon- 
All  is  ia  your  favor ;  you  have  the  great  models ;  they 
obtrude  upon  you  at  every  step.  The  land  is  fiUl  of  mas- 
ters, who  instruct  yon;  of  princes,  who  protect  you;  of 
minda,  that  understand  you.  Every  thing  with  you  re- 
volves round  art ;  all  honor  ia  bestowed  upon  it.  Among 
so  many  princes  and  nobles,  one  alone,  however,  has 
gained  the  surname  of  the  divine,  —  one  painter  only,  and 
that  is  Michael  Angelo ! ' 

"'You  speak  like  a  good  Italian,  and  as  if  you  had 
been  bom  among  us,'  said  the  marchioness,  as  I  finished. 
And  then  she  began  a  eulogium  upon  painting :  she  spoke 


y  Google 


TITTORIA   COLONNA.  305 

of  ito  ennobling  influence  upon  a  people, — bow  it  led  them 
to  piety,  to  glory,  to  greatness,  until  the  tears  came  into 
her  eyes  from  the  emotion  within.  Thus  passed  the  time. 
It  had  become  late.  Michael  Angelo  first  rose.  The 
marchesa  stood  up,  I  begged  her  to  grant  me  the  happi- 
ness of  being  allowed  to  appear  at  this  rc-union  again  on 
the  following  Sunday.  She  acceded  to  my  request,  and 
Michael  Angelo  promised  to  come.  We  accompanied  them 
to  the  gates.  Tolomei  went  with  Michael  Angelo,  and 
I  with  the  marchesa,  irom  San  Silvestro  up  to  the  mon- 
astery where  the  head  of  John  the  Baptist  is  preserved. 
Bud  where  she  lived.    From  thence  I  set  out  on  the  way 


Saoh  is  the  desortptioii  of  the  first  meeting.  Uu 
the  following  Sunday,  Francesco  again  appeared  at 
San  Silvestro,  He  had  roamed  througli  the  city, 
filled  as  it  was  with  the  festive  crowd  in  honor  of  the 
Duche^  Margherita,  Alessandro  dei  Medici's  widow, 
whom  Paul  III.  had  obtained  from  the  emperor  as 
the  consort  of  the  young  Ottavio  Fariiese.  In  her 
honor,  the  carnival  of  1537  surpassed  in  splendor 
any  that  had  before  been  celebrated  in  Rome. 
Francesco  saw  the  magnificently  attired  horsemen 
and  the  triumphal  carriages  descending  from  the 
Capitol.  He  admired  the  standards,  the  golden 
equipments,  the  splendidly  accoutred  horses.  Then 
ascending  Monte  Cavallo,  where  all  was  solitary,  he 
found  Tolomei  and  Michael  Angelo,  with  Fra  Am 
brOBio.  It  was  afternoon.  They  went  into  the  gar- 
den behind  the  monastery,  where  they  sat  down 
under  the  shadow  of  the  laurel-trees,  with  the 
distant  oily  at  their  feet.     Vittoria  was  this  time  not 
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present.  On  tlie  third  Monday,  the  marchesa  ex- 
pressly invited  Francesco.  The  meeting  is  not 
described  in  the  records  of  Francesco  communicated 
by  Count  Eaczynsky,  It  probably  did  not  seem 
important  enough  to  the  count ;  for  the  conversation 
that  passed  on  the  second  Sunday  is  not  of  sufficient 
consequence  to  find  a  place  here.  The  works  of  the 
Italian  masters  throughout  Italy  were  discussed ;  but 
that  personal  coloring  is  lacking  which  appears  so 
important  and  so  striking  in  the  beginning  of  this 
convei^ation. 

Let  me  expressly  state,  that  I  do  not  consider 
Francesco's  record  sufficiently  authentic  to  regard  it 
simply  as  the  leaves  of  his  journal.  He  evidently 
arranged  things.  The  form  into  which  he  has 
brought  his  communications  was  one  common  at 
that  time,  and  may  have  received  from  him  the 
artistic  finish  which  Plato  gave  to  the  meetings  in 
which  Socrates  and  Alcibiades  appeared.  In  a 
similar  manner,  Macchiavelli  makes  Fabricio  Co- 
lonna  converse  with  his  friends  upon  Italian  strategy 
under  a  tree  in  the  garden  of  the  RuceUai.  Still, 
what  Francesco  relates  is  true*  We  feel  he  could 
not  have  invented  it,  he  stood  in  such  close  intei^ 
course  with  Vittoria,  Tolomei,  Ambrosio,  and  Mi- 
chael Angelo ;  and  he  gave  the  characters  faithfully 
and  without  addition.  That  of  Vittoria  especially, 
who  belonged  to  that  class  of  women,  who,  ap- 
parently with  no  will  of  their  own,  never  seek  to 
extort  any  thing  by  force,  and  yet  obtain  every 
tiling  which  is  placed  before  them.  In  an  equally 
*  See  Appendix,  Note  LV, 
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gentle  mauneF,  she  may  have  accompliBhed  her  firsl 
esaaj  in  Naples,  in  transforming  her  husband's 
nephew,  the  young  d'Avalos,  the  same  who  fought 
against  Ferruccio  before  Volterra,  from  a  wild,  un- 
restrained youth  into  a  man  who  loved  art  and  sci- 
ence. She  was  proud  of  having  done  this.  And  how 
tenderly  she  exercised  her  authority  over  Michael 
Angelo,  who  had  never  before  been  approached ; 
whom  she  now  for  the  first  time  inspired  with  the 
happiness  of  yielding  to  a  woman,  and  for  whom 
the  years  which  she  passed  at  that  time  in  Borne, 
she  made  a  period  of  happiness,  which  he  had  never 
before  known ! 

A  woman  needs  not  extreme  youth  to  captivate 
the  mind  of  a  man  who  discovers  in  lier  the  highest 
intelligence.  Vittoria  was,  at  that  time,  still  heauti- 
fiil  and  cheerful.  She  stood  at  the  head  of  the  party 
to  whom  the  future  seemed  to  belong.  Had  her 
friends  been  successful,  Vittoria's  name  would  have 
been  surrounded  at  the  present  day  with  stiU  greater 
lustre.  Slie,  Renata  of  Perrara,  and  Margaret  of 
Navarre  —  all  three  united  by  friendship  and  con- 
stant intercourse — formed  the  triumvirate  of  women, 
under  whose  direction  the  whole  of  cultivated  Italj- 
at  that  time  entered  the  lists,  Pole  or  Contarini 
had  only  to  obtain  the  highest  dignity  after  Paul' 
death, — an  end  both  had  in  prospect, — and  the  vic- 
tory would  have  been  gained. 

These  hopes  excited  and  animated  Vittoria.  After 
long  years  of  mourning  and  sohtude,  a  new  and 
prosperous  time  seemed  beginning  for  her.  In  1538, 
hep  poems  were  published  for  the  first  time.    In 
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Ferrara,  she  received  the  homt^  of  a  court  which 

was  bent  on  the  acknowledgment  of  intellectual 
merit,  Ariosto  immortalized  this  period  by  Ms 
verses  upon  Vittoria.  And,  returning  to  Rome,  her 
friends  there  received  her  with  envious  joy.  For 
five  yeai-s  this  lasted,  undoubtedly  the  happiest  grant- 
ed to  Michael  Angelo  during  his  whole  life.* 

Then  came  the  revolution  in  the  year  1541,  and 
witli  one  blow  a  sorrowful  change  took  place. 

Vittoria  left  Rome,  where  Carafe  ruled.  Follow- 
ing Cardinal  Pole  to  Viterbo,  she  gathered  around 
her  there  a  few  of  her  old  friends ;  no  longer,  how- 
ever, in  intercourse  with  them  as  of  old,  —  that  had 
passed, — but  now  only  endeavoring  to  secure  her- 
self from  the  hostility  of  those  whose  attacks  were  a 
matter  of  course.  In  the  following  year,  Contarini 
died  in  Bologna.  It  might  be  said  that  grief  had 
killed  him.  To  the  last,  he  denied  not  his  opinions. 
When  Cardinal  Morone,  one  of  the  most  faithful 
adherents  of  the  party,  came  to  him  from  Modena  to 
ask  his  advice,  because  his  city  was  entirely  infected 
with  the  "  new  opinions,"  he  recommended  the 
greatest  mildness.  By  instruction  alone,  he  would 
have  the  erring  brought  back.  Neither  of  the  two 
foreboded  that  soon  the  mere  discussion  of  the  new 
opinions  would  be  punished  with  infamous  death. 
Contarini  died  before  matters  came  to  such  a  point. 
We  have  Vittoria's  consolatory  letter  to  his  sister." 
She  had  herself  lost  scarcely  less  than  his  relative. 
Pole,  she  says  in  it,  is  now  the  only  one  left  to  her. 
We  have  also  a  sonnet  from  her  upon  Contarini's 
•  See  Appendix,  Note  LVI. 
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death.  He  ought  to  have  been  pope,  she  says,  at 
its  close,  to  have  ma,de  the  age  happy. 

The  death  of  Contarini  had  been  sad  for  his 
friends ;  but  that  which  completely  subdued  them 
was  the  flight  of  OccMdo.  Cited  by  the  Inquisition 
to  defend  himself,  he  was  already  on  the  way  to 
Rome,  confident  of  his  cause,  when  suddenly,  close 
by  the  city,  he  changed  his  mind,  and  fled.  His 
friends  were  struck  with  fear.  We  still  possess 
Tolomei's  letter,  calling  upon  him  urgently  to  return. 
But  he  went  further :  openly  going  over  to  tlie  cause 
of  the  Lutherans,  Occhino  began  to  turn  against  the 
pope.  All  his  Romish  adherents  now  left  him ;  but, 
in  spite  of  this,  Occhino's  act  fell  upon  them,  and 
mostly  upon  Vittoria,  who  had  hitherto  defended 
him  to  tiie  utmost.  She  herself  belonged  from 
henceforth  to  those  held  in  suspicion  by  the  Inqui- 
sition. She  and  Pole  were  now  obliged  to  submit 
entirely  to  the  new  authority.  When  Occhino  sent 
the  apology  for  his  escape  to  her  at  Viterbo,  as  to  an 
old  friend,  she  delivered  up  the  letter  and  pamphlets 
to  Rome,  and  declared  that  she  only  wished  to  write 
an  answer,  if  she  was  ordered  to  do  so.  No  doixbt 
Caraffii's  spies  watched  her  in  every  thing  which  she 
did  and  wrote  and  said.  How  dangerous  she  ap- 
peared to  the  Inqu^tion  is  shown  alone  by  the  fact, 
that  when,  twenty  years  after  her  death,  a  noble 
Florentine  was  condemned  to  be  burnt  to  death  in 
Rome,  one  of  his  principal  crimes  was  that  of  having 
once  belonged  to  the  cfrele  of  Vittoria  and  GiiUia 
Gonzaga. 

To  this  period  —  namely,  1541-1543 —  belong  the 
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letters  foraiing  the  correspondence  between  Vittoria 
and  Michael  Angelo,  and  the  poems  which  he  sent 
her.  She  is  stud  to  have  written  many  letters  to 
him ;  but  we  only  know  of  one,  in  the  possession  of 
the  British  Museum.  Eight  others  are  still  kept 
back  at  Elorence.  Of  Michael  Angelo's  letters  to 
her,  I  am  only  acquainted  with  tlie  sheet  wliich  is 
contained  in  the  Vatican  manuscript  of  his  poems. 
Of  the  poems  which  he  addressed  to  her,  only  four 
can  be  pointed  out  as  certain.  He  is  said  to  have 
sent  many,  and  written  so  often  that  Vittoria  asked 
him  to  restrict  himself  a  little.  She  herself,  she  said 
to  Mm,  was  hindered  by  them  from  being  of  an 
evening  with  the  sisters  of  the  Convent  of  St.  Cate- 
rina,  in  which  she  lived;  while  he,  by  writing  so 
much,  could  not  go  to  work  of  a  morning  at  the 
proper  time.  This  is  just  as  she  would  have  spoken 
to  him  at  San  Silvestro. 

And  it  is  just  that  tact  which  Francesco  d'Ollan- 
da  designates  as  inimitable  and  indescribable,  and 
which  is  really  nothing  but  the  art  acquired  by  ex- 
perience, of  basing  every  request  upon  the  greatest 
consideration,  which  appears  especially  to  belong  to 
women  of  high  position,  who,  for  the  sake  of  intel- 
lectual advantage,  are  obliged  sometimes  to  seek  in 
regions  below  them  what  their  equals  do  not  afibrd, 
— it  is  just  this  tact,  I  say,  which  we  find  iu  the 
single  letter  of  Vittoria  which  we  possess,  Michael 
Angelo  had  sent  her  the  design  for  a  crucifix,  Vit- 
toria was  to  approve  of  it,  and  send  it  back,  upon 
which  the  crucifix  was  to  be  begun.  But  the  draw- 
ing pleased  her  so  well ,  that  she  would  not  give  it 


y  Google 


vrrroBiA  colonna.  311 

back  imder  any  circiunstances,  and  she  wrote  respect 
ingit,— 

"  Uniqne  Master  Michael  Angelo  and  my  moat  especial 
friend  {Un  co  maestro  Mickelagnoh  e  itiio  sinffularissimo 
amico),  —  I  have  received  your  letter  and  have  looked  at 
the  crucifix,  a  work  which  truly  effaces  the  remembrance 
of  all  the  other  representations  I  know.  For  nothing 
more  lively  and  more  perfect  is  possible  than  this  image  of 
Christ,  with  such  inconceivable  tenderaess  and  woaderiuL 
power  is  it  executed.  But  now,  whether  it  be  the  work  of 
any  one  else  bnt  yourself,  I  will  not  have  any  one  else 
execute  it  Let  me  know  whether  really  any  one  but  your- 
self has  deigned  it.  Forgive  me  the  question.  If  it  is 
your  work,  you  must,  under  any  circumstances,  give  it  to 
me.  If,  however,  it  is  not  your  work,  and  you  have  wished 
to  have  it  executed  by  one  of  your  workmen,  we  must  first 
talk  it  over  ;  for  I  know  how  difficult  it  will  be  to  work  a 
second  time  over  such  a  drawing.  I  would  rather  that  he 
who  did  it,  should  execute  for  me  something  else.  If,  how- 
ever, the  drawing  is  yours,  pardon  me  if  I  do  not  return  it. 
I  have  examined  it  narrowly,  both  with  glass  and  mirror ; 
and  nothing  more  perfect  has  ever  presented  itself  to  your 
sincere  Mabcbesa  di  Pescara."* 

With  what  tact  she  says,  "  I  would  rather  that  he 
who  did  the  drawing  should  execute  something  else 
for  me."  She  does  not  rely  on  Michael  Angelo  him- 
self, that  even  he,  if  he  wished  to  execute  the  cruci- 
6s  after  the  design,  coxild  achieve  somethii^  equally 
perfect;  and  she  found  a  way  of  expressing  this 
without  offending  him. 

Condivi  says  of  this  work,  that,  contrary  to  Ihe 
•  See  Appendix,  Note  LVH. 
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ordinary  idea,  Christ  is  represented  not  wifll  droop- 
ing head,  as  already  dead,  but  with  his  oountenance 
joyfully  raised  hearenward,  as  if  he  wished  to  breathe 
out  his  last.  A  wonderfully  beautiful  design  in  tho 
possession  of  the  Oxford  coUection,  may,  perhaps, 
from  this  circumstance,  be  decided  on  as  the  sheet 
sejit  by  Michael  Angelo  to  Viterbo. 

Michael  Angelo'a  letter  seems  to  bo  connected 
with  this  one  letter  of  Vittoria's.  I  cannot  help  sup- 
jrosing  that  perhaps  Vittoria  had  long  begged  him 
for  the  drawing,  and  that  he  had  neither  sent  it  nor 
answered  her  by  letter.  The  marchesa  now  applied 
to  a  third  person,  who  was  to  remind  Michael  Angelo 
of  his  promise;  and  he  wrote  in  consequence, — 

"SiGNOBA  Mabchesa, — Ab  I  was  mysdf  in  Rome,  you 
need  not  have  commissionecl  Messer  Tommaso  with  regard 
to  the  crucifix,  and  have  placed  him  between  Your  Ladyship 
and  me,  your  servant,  lo  demand  my  services  in  this  way. 
I  would  have  done  more  for  Tour  Ladyship  than  for  any 
one  else  whom  I  could  name  in  the  world,  had  not  the  work 
which  burdens  me  made  it  impossible  for  me  to  show  this  in 
deed  to  Your  Ladyship.  I  know  Your  Ladyship  is  familiar 
with  the  sajiog,  '  Amore  non  vuol  maestro,'  — '  A  loving 
heart  need  not  be  urged ; '  and  also,  '  Chi  ama,  non  dorme,' 
— '  He  who  loves,  sleeps  not'  It  was  unnecessary  to  make 
inquiries  through  others.  For,  although  it  seemed  as  if  I 
had  forgotten  it,  I  wished  to  ^ve  no  hint  about  it  only 
because  I  had  a  surprise  in  my  mind.  I  am  now  deprived 
of  this  pleasure. 

"  Mai  fa  cbj  ttmta  ffi  si  iosto  obblia. 
He  em  who  so  aoon  forgets  so  much  fidelity. 

"Tour  Ladyship's  Servant" 
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No  name  is  below :  this  first  appears  uuder  the  poem 
on  the  second  page :  — 

"Now  on  the  one  foot,  on  the  oOier  now, 
'Twiit  vice  and  Tirtne  balancing  below. 
Wearied  and  anxioiu  in  my  tronbled  mind. 
Seeking  where'er  I  may  salvadon  find. 
like  one  to  whom  the  atara  by  clouda  are  crosaed ; 
Wbo,  turn  which  way  he  will,  errs,  and  is  lost. 
Therefore  take  thou  my  heart's  unwritten  page. 
And  write  thou  on  it  what  iB  wanted  there ; 
AM  hold  before  it,  in  life's  daily  atage. 
The  line  of  action  which  it  craves  in  prayer. 
Bo  fliat,  amid  the  errors  of  my  youth. 
My  own  ahortcominga  may  not  hide  the  truth : 
If  humble  sinners  lower  in  heaven  stood. 
Than  the  proud  doers  of  superfiuona  good. 

"Michelangelo  Bdonakotti  in  Bome."* 

"  Ora  In  8ul  uno,  ora  in  8ul  altro  piede  t 
Yariando  cerco  della  mia  «alut« 
Fr»T  vilio  o  la  virtute ; 
L'alma  coufusa  mi  travagUa  e  stanca. 
Come,  chi  1  ciel  non  vede 
Chi  per  ogni  sentier  si  perde  e  muica. 
Ood  "io  la  carta  hianca 
Con^en  ch  'a  piet^  mostri 
Che,  qual  dl  me  si  roglia,  tal  ne  scTiva ; 
Ch  'a  ogni  muoTcr  d'anca 
bi&a  grandi  error  nostri 
Mie  picciol  resto  piti  quaggiii  non  vira, 
Chb  'I  vero  di  ae  mi  priva : 
N6  10,  se  minore  grado  in  ciel  si  tiene 
T.'nTnil  peccato  che'l  BOperchio  bene." 

We  see  how  the  great  question  of  justificatioa 
through  faith  was  pending  between  them  both.  Who 
Messer  Tommaso  was,  I  know  not ;  perhaps  Tom- 
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inaso  da  Prato,  Michael  Angelo's  agent  in  the  lawsuit 
with  the  Duke  of  Urbino  ;  or  Tommaso  Cavalieri,  a 
young  Homan,  who  was  his  especial  favorite.  The 
work  which  hindered  his  working  for  Vittoria,  was 
the  painting  of  the  new  ciiapel,  built  by  Paul  m., 
which  the  pope  had  urged  upon  him  after  the  com- 
pletion of  the  Last  Judgment, 

The  second  poem  which  we  know  for  certain  was 
addressed  to  Vittoria,  and  which  was  the  first  per- 
haps which  he  sent  her  to  Viterbo,  seems  to  refer 
to  the  present  which  she  gave  him  at  parting,  and 
which  was  a  collection  of  her  poems :  — 

"  Not  all  (mwortfaj  of  the  boimdleas  grace 
Wbich  Ihou,  most  noble  ladj,  hast  bestowed, 
T  &in  at  flrat  would  pay  the  deht  I  owed, 
And  some  email  gift  for  thy  acceptance  place. 
But  soon  I  felt,  'tJs  not  alone  desire 
That  opes  the  way  to  reach  an  aim  so  high  i 
My  rash  pretensions  their  success  deny. 
And  I  grow  wise  while  filing  to  aspire. 
And  well  I  see  how  &lse  it  were  to  think 
That  any  work,  ftded  and  frwl,  of  mine. 
Could  emulate  the  perfect  grace  of  l^ine. 
Genini  and  art  and  daring  backward  shrink ; 
A  thousand  works  from  mortals  like  to  me 
Can  ne'er  repay  what  Heaven  has  given  thee  I " 


"  Per  eeeer  manco,  alta  Signota,  indegno 
Del  don  di  vostra  immensa  cortesia. 
Con  alcun  merto  ebbe  desire  in  pria 
Frecorrer  lei  mio  troppo  umile  ingegno 
Ma  Bcorto  poi  ch'  ascender  a  quel  wgno 
Froprio  valor  non  b  ch  'npra  la  via, 
Vien  men  la  temeraria  roglia  mia, 
Q  dal  taMr  piti  sae^o  nl  l!n  diregno. 
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B  T^^o  ben,  com  'ecra  a'rfcun  crede 

La  gr&zia  che  da  roi  divina  piove 

Paregpar  1'  opra  mia  cadusa  e  fraJe. 

L  'ingegno,  e  I  'arte,  e  1'  acdimento  cede ; 

Cli&  noQ  puo  coQ  mill'  opre,  e  chiare,  e  uuore 

Pager  celeate  don  virtii  mortale." 

The  most  beautiful  testimony,  however,  to  the 
iufiueuce  which  Vittoria  exercised  over  Michael 
Angelo,  is  contained  in  the  third  poem.  He  here 
speaks  most  openly.  Just  as  philosophically  calm  as 
is  the  beginning  of  the  sonnet,  is  its  close  passionate ; 
and  this  here  also,  only  in  the  form  we  find  it  in  his 
own  manuscript :  for,  like  most  of  his  verses,  they 
appear  spoiled  and  devoid  of  power  in  the  published 
edition  of  his  poems  :  *  — 

"  Wben  godlike  art  has,  with  superior  Hioughl, 
The  limba  and  motionB  in  idea  conceiTed, 
A  simple  form,  in  humble  clay  achieved. 

Is  the  first  oSering  into  being  brought: 

Then  stroke  on  stroke  irom  out  the  living  lock. 
Its  promieed  work  the  practised  chisel  brings. 
And  into  life  a  form  so  graceful  springs. 

That  Done  can  fear  for  it  time's  rudest  shock. 

Snch  was  my  birth :  in  hnnihle  mold  I  lay 

At  first;  to  be  by  thee,  O  lady  high ! 

Renewed,  and  to  a  work  more  perfect  brought ; 

Thou  giv'st  what  lacking  is,  and  fileat  away 

All  roughness :  yet  what  tortures  lie. 

Ere  my  wild  heart  can  be  restrained  and  taught  I " 


"  Da  che  concetto  ha  1'  arte  intera  e  diva 
Le  membra  e  gli  atti  d'  alcnn,  poi  di  quello 
D'  mnil  materia  un  sempUce  modello 
E  '1  primo  parto  che  da  quel  deriva. 

•  See  Appendix,  Note  LIS. 
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Poi  Del  gecondo  in  pietra  alpeatra  e  Tiva 

8'  arro^e  le  promesse  del  marCello, 

B  si  rinaace  tal  concetto  bello 

Ch'  el  Buo  eterno  non  e  ch'  il  prescriva. 

Tal  di  me  stesBO  nacqui  e  renni  prima 

Uinil  model,  per  opra  pifi  perfetta 

lUnascer  poi  di  voi,  doima  alta  e  degna. 

8'  el  manco  adempie,  e  '1  mio  eopercMo  lima 

Vbstra  pieU,  qual  penitonzia  aspetta 

Mie  fierg  ardor  se  mi  gastiga  e  insegna  ? " 

Jl/te  fiero  ardor,  he  says,  which  eyen  here  is  too 
mildly  translated.  Taken  literally,  the  last  idea  ia 
this,  —  What  torture  may  my  wild  and  glowing 
nature  expect,  if  you  hegin  to  curb  and  to  tame  it  1 
—  as  it  were  the  last  thing  she  would  attempt.  He 
spoke  not,  indeed,  of  his  passion  for  her,  but  of  tliat 
to  which  Vittoria  had  alluded  at  San  SUTcstro,  when 
she  expressed  the  fear  that  he  might  suddenly  be 
disinclined  to  do  something,  just  when  she  wished 
to  induce  him.  He  was  proud  and  passionate.  He 
was  sensitive  and  suspicious,  and  had  grown  old  in 
his  ways.  What  a  man  would  Michael  Augelo  have 
become,  had  fate  led  him  into  connection  witli  Vit- 
toria in  his  younger  years,  and  had  she  met  with 
him  then,  when  she  was  herself  less  wearied  by  years 
and  experience !  Such  as  they  now  found  each 
other,  she  could  give  him  nothing  but  that  kindly 
gentleness  with  which  she  softened  him ;  and  he 
ventured  to  desire  nothing  hut  what  she  could  be- 
stow. 

There  is  one  of  his  poems,  a  sonnet,  in  which  he 
confesses  this,  and  gives  language  to  his  feelii^  so 
beautifullj,  that  we  can  bring  forward  no  happier 
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expression  of  his  thoughts :  "  That  thy  beauty  maj 
tarry  upon  earth,  but  in  possession  of  a  woman  more 
gracious  and  less  severe  than  thou  art,  I  believe 
that  nature  is  asking  back  thy  charms,  and  com- 
manding them  gradually  to  leave  thee.  And  she 
takes  them.  With  thy  divine  countenance,  she  is 
adorning  a  lovely  form  in  the  sky ;  and  the  God  of 
love  endeavors  to  give  her  a  compassionate  heart; 
and  he  receives  all  my  sighs,  and  he  gathers  up  my 
tears,  and  gives  them  to  biTn  who  will  love  her  as  I 
love  thee.  And,  happier  than  I  am,  he  will  touch 
her  heart  perhaps  with  my  torments ;  and  she  wiU 
afford  him  the  favor  which  is  denied  to  me," 

How  touchingly  are  the  present  and  future  here 
contrasted !  It  is  the  most  beautiful  exhibition  of 
resignation  which  I  have  met  with  in  the  works  of  a 
poet.  It  is  charming,  how  he  changes  despair  into 
expectation,  and  turns  the  disappearance  of  youtli 
and  beauty  into  something  almost  joyful. 

It  is  probable,  that  Michael  Angelo,  as  he  was  in- 
fluenced by  Yittoria  to  cultivate  poetry  at  all  again, 
received  from  her  also  the  impetus  to  those  views ; 
for  the  subject  of  all  these  verses  is  glorification  of 
the  past,  resignation  for  the  present,  and  expectation 
of  the  future  compensation  for  all  sorrows.  Longing 
for  her  husband,  who,  almost  always  in  the  field, 
left  her- alone  at  Ischia,  suggested  to  her  her  first 
verses.  Sorrow  for  his  loss ;  a  natural  inclination 
to  intellectual  thoc^hts ;  a  complete  abstraction  at 
length  in  religious  feelings,  after  all  her  hopes  in 
this  world  had  been  shipwrecked,  —  formed  the  nat- 
ural stejB  by  which  she  rose  to  be  a  poet.     Nothing 
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was  more  different,  however,  than  Michael  Angelo's 
poems  and  her  own.  He,  often  even  severe  in  hia 
language,  with  a  fixed  tangible  idea  always  in  his 
mind,  which  he  endeavored  to  give  as  strongly  and 
simply  as  possible ;  she,  on  the  contrary,  aiming  at 
the  gentle  expression  of  her  feelings,  reflecting  them 
in  images,  which  did  not  penetrate  deeply  like  Mi- 
chael Angelo's,  though  the  euphony  of  her  verse, 
however,  is  so  great,  that  even  he  who  is  not  an 
Italian  feels  it,  and  there  is  sometimes  an  enchanting 
tnithfalness  in  her  ideas. 

"  And,  aa  the  light  streams  gently  from  aboTe, 

Sin'a  gloomy  mantle  burstg  its  bonds  in  twain; 
And,  robed  in  while,  I  seem  (o  feel  ag^n 
The  first  sweet  sense  of  innocence  and  love." 


Tlius  ends  one  of  her  sonnets,  in  which  s 
of  the  divine  influence  to  which  she  owef 
tion.  And  this  is  the  feeling  of  most  of  her  poems, 
—  seeking  to  be  self-reconciled  in  the  spirit  of  Oon- 
tarini  and  his  friends.  Her  poems  were  read  with 
avidity  in  Italy.  The  first  edition  was  prepared 
without  her  knowledge ;  five  editions  followed  during 
the  next  ten  years,  and  the  demand  for  new  publi- 
cations was  not  quieted  by  these.  She  was  accus- 
tomed to  send  to  Michael  Angelo  any  new  thing  she 
wrote.  He  thus  received  forty  sonnets,  which  he 
bad  bound  up  in  the  same  book  with  the  first  he  re- 
ceived from  her.  In  later  years,  he  sent  it  to  an 
ecclesiastic  at  Florence,  an  old  acquaintance  with 
whom  he  was  in  correspondence,  and  who  had 
befi^d  him  to  let  him  see  the  relics  he  possessed 
of  Vittoria. 
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But  when  was  that  sonnet  written  by  Michael 
Angelo,  which  I  have  translated  into  prose  because 
I  can  find  no  verse  for  it  ?  I  only  expressed  a  sup- 
position, when  I  assiuned  that  it  was  addressed  to 
Vittoria  at  all ;  and  I  now  do  no  more,  when  I  say 
that  it  seems  to  have  been  written  by  him  after  1542, 
after  Vittoria's  return  to  Rome  in  the  autunm  of 
this  year,  when  she  again  left  Viterbo,  perhaps  be- 
cause Cardinal  Pole  was  from  henceforth  absent  from 
there  in  the  service  of  the  Church. 

It  must  have  been  a  melancholy  meeting  again 
between  Vitforia  and  Michael  Angelo.  She  had 
gone  through  a  severe  sickness  (we  know  this  from 
Tolomei's  anxious  letters)  ;  she  came  with  shattered 
health ;  and,  as  the  last  storm  that  could  now  belall 
her,  the  ruin  of  her  family  had  broken  over  her, 
and  her  powers  were  utterly  weakened.  However 
great  and  true  was  Vittoria's  humility  before  God 
and  the  Church,  she  ever  remained  a  Colonua,  —  a 
royal  daughter  of  the  first  and  proudest  family  in 
Italy.  We  need  only  read  her  poems  on  the  death 
of  Pompeo,  or  on  the  captivity  of  her  husband  after 
the  battle  of  Ravenna,  and  on  the  wounds  with  which 
he  returned,  to  feel  the  pride  that  filled  her  heart. 
She  made  much  of  her  family,  and  believed  in  their 
greatness,  as  royal  houses  still  believe  in  the  superi- 
ority which  Nature  and  Providence  have  awarded  to 
their  family ;  a  belief  which  may  appear  justifiable 
to  them,  as  results  and  general  acquiescence  have 
confirmed  it  for  centuries. 

The  Colonna  had  been  too  powerful  for  the  popes 
(rf  the  House  of  Medici :   the  Farnese,  however,  re- 
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solved  upon  their  ruin,  and  it  came.  The  blow 
struck  her  family  about  the  time  that  Vittoria  went 
to  Viterbo.  She  had  employed  all  her  influence  to 
prevent  it,  but  in  vain.  The  castles  of  the  Golonna 
were  seized,  and  Vittoria  found  none  of  her  femily 
in  Borne  when  she  returned.  She  withdrew  into 
the  Benedictine  Convent  of  St.  Anna  dei  Punari 
(now  Dei  Falegiiami),  and  there  spent  in  ill-health 
Uie  few  years  that  yet  remained  of  life. 

To  this  time  her  portrait  may  belong;  it  is  a  large 
oil-painting  which  was  ascribed  to  Michael  Angelo, 
until  the  mark  of  Marcello  Ycnusti  was  discovered 
upon  it.  We  know,  liowever,  that  Michael  Angelo 
sketched  her ;  and  nothing  prevents  our  supposing, 
that  Venusti,  as  was  often  the  case,  only  colored  in 
this  instance  his  master's  work.  I  am  only  acquaint- 
ed with  the  picture,  which  is  in  England,  from  the 
lithograph  which  is  added  to  Campanari's  work,  who 
wished  to  prove  Michael  Angelo  as  the  executor  of 
it ;  but  even  in  this  sheet  we  can  perceive  the  mind 
of  him  with  whom  the  work  originated.  I  believe 
none  other  but  Michael  Angelo  could  thus  have 
represented  Vittoria.  We  have  before  us  an  aged 
woman.  There  is  no  longer  Hie  fair  hair,  which 
once  invested  her  with  such  a  charm:  a  white, 
widow's  veil,  brought  low  down  upon  her  brow, 
envelops  her  head,  and  falls  over  her  bosom  and 
shoulders.  A  tall  figure,  dressed  in  black  velvet, 
upright,  and  sitting  without  support  on  a  chair,  tlie 
circular,  simply  formed  back  of  which  is  grasped  in 
front  by  her  right  hand,  while  the  other  is  lying  on 
an  open  book  in  her  lap.    There  is  a  grand  repose 
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in  her  features,  a  slightly  pain&l  compression  about 
the  eyes  and  mouth.  She  appears  aged,  but  not 
decrepit ;  and  the  deep  lines  which  fate  had  drawn 
are  noble  and  energetic. 

It  is  possible,  that,  during  tbe  drawing  for  tins 
painting,  that  sonnet  of  Michael  Angelo's  was  writ- 
ten. Sbe  had  spoken,  I  imagine,  of  how  sorrow  and 
sickness  had  suddenly  taken  from  her  what  years 
had  BO  long  spared ;  how  she  had  become  an  old 
woman,  and  hourly  felt  almost  tbe  decay  of  life : 
and,  to  console  her,  be  showed  her  herself  as  young 
and  immortal  in  her  own  earthly  beauty. 

At  the  beginning  of  154T,  Vittoria's  last  strength 
fiuled.  Dangerously  Ol,  she  was  conveyed  from  ber 
convent  to  tbe  palace  of  Giuliano  Cesarini,  the  hus- 
band of  that  Giulia  Colonna  wbo  was  the  only  one 
of  tbe  family  present  in  Rome.  Cardinal  Pole  bad 
not  yet  arrived.  He  belonged  to  those  to  whom 
Vittoria  intrusted  the  execution  of  her  will.  Sadolet 
and  Morone,  almost  the  only  remnants  left  of  Occhi- 
no's  party,  were  the  two  others.  Michael  Angelo 
saw  Vittoria  up  to  tbe  last.  He  was  so  affected  by 
her  death,  that,  as  Gondivi  relates,  be  almost  lost  his 
senses.  He  once  said  to  Condivi,  years  afterwards, 
that  he  repented  nothing  so  much  as  having  only 
kissed  her  hand,  and  not  her  forehead  and  cheeks 
also,  when  he  went  to  her  at  ber  last  hour. 

The  last  thing  he  had  drawn  for  her  was  a  Ma- 
donna sitting  at  the  foot  of  the  cross.  Her  eyes  and 
arms  are  rtdsed  to  heaven ;  in  her  lap,  tbe  corpse  of 
ber  son  has  fallen  between  ber  knees  upon  the 
ground,  so  that  bis  arras  are  laid  across  ber  knees. 
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ae  it  vere  upon  crutches.  Two  angels,  on  both 
Bides,  have  placed  their  hands  under  the  anna  of 
Christ,  as  if  thej  would  ease  his  position  and  lighten 
his  burden.  On  the  cross,  however,  which  is  of  a 
strange  form,  like  a  great  Latin  Upsilon,  the  two 
arms  of  which  are  connected  above  by  a  cross-piece 
of  wood,  so  that  the  beams  assume  the  mysticaJ  form 
of  the  triangle  denoting  the  Trinity,*  those  words  of 
Dante's  are  written, — 

[to  sarique  cos  (a  1 

a  verse  which  comprises,  in  few  words,  the  great 
lamentation  of  the  age.  Dante  speaks  thus  in  the 
twenty-ninth  canto  of  the  "  Faradiso,"  of  the  Holy 
Scriptures :  "  No  one  reflects  how  much  blood  it 
has  cost  to  disseminate  them  in  the  world,  and  how 
much  favor  he  finds  before  God,  who  penetrates 
with  humility  into  their  depth.  For  fhey  are  only 
now  read  for  the  sake  of  outward  appearance ;  and 
every  one  carries  into  them  his  own  devices ;  and 
preachers  discourse  about  them,  and  the  gospel  itself 
they  keep  secret."  This  was  now  the  secret  lamen- 
tation of  those  who,  from  the  greater  violence  of  the 
measures  used,  saw  before  them  the  increasing  sup- 
pression of  free  belief  in  Italy.  With  whom,  how- 
ever, was  Michael  Angelo  to  talk  over  such  things, 
eince  he  had  lost  Vittoria  ?  How  great  the  loss  waa 
which  he  sustained,  can  only  be  realized  by  him  who 
has  himself  felt  the  void  which  the  loss  of  a  superior 
intellect  irretrievably  leaves  behind  it.  It  must  have 
been  to  him  as  if  a  long-used,  mf^nificeut  book,  in 

*  SeeAppendix,  Nate  LX. 
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which  he  found  words  suiting  every  mood,  had  been 
suddenly  closed,  never  to  be  re-opened.  Nothiug 
can  compensate  for  the  loss  of  a  friend  who  has 
journeyed  on  with  us  for  many  years,  sharing  our 
experiences.  Vittoria  had  been  the  only  one  who 
had  ever  fully  opened  her  soul  to  him.  What  profit 
could  he  draw  from  the  reverence  of  those  who  would 
have  ceased  to  understand  him  had  he  exhibited  him- 
seK  such  as  he  was  in  truth  ?  The  only  thing  that 
consoled  him  was  the  thought  that  his  own  career 
vas  near  its  close.  In  the  same  degree,  as  he  saw 
the  remnant  of  life>  which  he  believed  still  before 
him,  grow  less  and  less,  his  thoughts,  roving  beyond 
it,  must  have  become  absorbed  in  that  which  awaited 
him  after  death.  He  was  seventy  years  old.  His 
strong  nature  began  to  shake.  He  may  at  this  time 
have  written  many  of  the  poems  in  which,  surveying 
the  past  years  of  his  life,  he  discovered  not  a  single 
day  in  which  he  had  been  happy,  and  regarded  all 
his  thoughts  as  lost  which  he  bad  not  turned  to  the 
consideratioD  of  divine  things. 

Vittoria  died  in  the  end  of  February,  in  the  fifty- 
seventh  year  of  her  age.    I  can  nowhere  discover 
the  place  of  her  burial.    We  will  attempt  to  give 
here  a  translation  of  one  of  the  sonnets  in  which 
Michael  Angelo  gave  vent  to  his  sorrow :  — 
"  When  she,  the  aim  of  every  hope  and  prayer, 
Was  called  by  death  to  yon  celestiBl  epherea, 
Nature,  wbo  ne'er  had  6shioned  aught  bo  &lr. 
Stood  there  aahamed,  and  all  who  bbw  ehed  tean. 
O  cruel  fiite,  quenching  the  dreaiuB  of  love ! 
O  empty  hopes  1    O  spirit  rare  and  blest ! 
Where  art  tliounov?    On  earth  thy  &jr  limbs  teat: 
Thy  holy  thoughts  have  found  their  home  above. 
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Yet  let  UB  think  not  cruel  deatli  could  e'ec 
Huve  Bailed  the  Bound  of  all  thy  yirtuouB  w«yB : 
Lettie'e  oblivion  could  exUaguiBb  nought ; 
For,  robbed  of  thee,  a  tiiouBand  records  &ir 
Spesik;  of  tliee  yet ;  and  death  &om  heaven  conveyE 
Thy  powers  divine,  and  thy  immortal  thought  " 


"  Qoando  il  principio  dei  sospir  miei  tanti 
Fa  p«r  mort«  dal  cielo  aJ  mondo  tolto, 
Natnra  che  non  fe'  maj  si  bel  volto, 
Eestb  in  vergogna,  e  chi  lo  vide  in  pianti 
O  Borte  rea  dei  niiei  desiri  amanti, 
0  fallad  speranze,  o  Bpirto  sclolto, 
Dove  se'  or  ?    La  terra  ha  pw  mecolto 
Tue  belle  membra,  e  '1  ciel  tuoi  pensier  Banfi 
Mai  ii  credette  morte  acerba  e  rea 
Fermare  il  suod  di  tue  virtuti  eparte, 
Cb'  obblio  di  Lete  estinguer  non  potea ; 
Che  spogliato  da  lei,  bea  mille  carte 
Aulaii  di  te ;  ne  per  le  '1  cielo  avea 
Lassb,  Be  non  per  morte,  albergo  e  parte." 
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CHAPTER  FIFTEBNTH. 

1542— 1H7. 

JuUds's  UtniBoleuin  —  The  P^Hngs  in  the  Cap«1Ia  Paolina  — 
Axe&io  —  TitiaD  in  Borne  —  Death  of  Giovanaimoae  Buonarroti 
—  Death  of  Fraccia  I.  —  Coamo'B  PropoeaU  —  LeODsrdo  Buon- 
arroti —  Antonio  di  San  Gallo  — The  Church  of  St.  Peter  — 
Italian  Arelii lecture  —  Roman  Architecture  —  the  Capitol  — 
The  Fameae  Palace^ Delia  Porta  —  VJgnola  —  Ammanati  — 
VasRri  —  Da  Volterra  —  CaTaUeri  —  Marcello  VenuBti  — Pierino 
da  Vinoi  —  Last  Work  in  Marble. 

IMMEDIATELY  after  the  completion  of  the  Last 
Jadgment,  Michael  Angelo  had  wished  to  rid  hia 
mind  of  the  work,  the  tardy  progress  of  which  Con- 
divi  not  unjustly  styles  the  Tragedy  of  the  Mauso- 
leum. Scarcely,  however,  had  he  manifested  this 
desire,  than  the  pope  even  now  refiised  to  yield  to  it. 
Paul  m.  had  added  a  new  chapel  to  the  Vatican, 
called,  after  himself,  the  Capella  Paolina ;  and  Sfi 
chael  Angelo  was  selected  to  adorn  it  with  frescos. 

Negotiations  of  a  painfiil  character  now  took  place 
respecting  it  between  him  and  the  Duke  of  Urbino. 
The  duke  had  a  right  to  demand  the  completioa  of 
the  work  so  long  ago  paid  for.  He  hated  the  Far- 
nese,  and  would  not  be  neglected  just  for  their  sake. 
That  no  means  might  bo  overlooked,  the  matter  was 
brought  by  his  side  before  the  public.    Michael  An- 
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gelo  was  called  in  Italy  a  deceiver,  who  had  from  the 
first  entertained  the  inteiitiou  of  taking  money  and 
domg  nothing  for  it ;  and  he  was  obhged  to  tell  the 
pope  that  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  execute 
the  paintings  in  the  chapel.  We  paint  not  only  with 
our  hands,  he  said,  but  with  our  beads.  He  who 
has  not  a  free  mind,  is  ruined.  He  was  OTerwhelmed, 
he  added,  with  accusations,  as  if  he  had  helped  to 
stone  Christ.  By  the  drawing-up  of  the  last  contract, 
he  had  been  induced  to  use  evasions  which  he  had 
not  at  all  liked,  and  to  own  to  concessions  which  ho 
had  never  made.  If  they  now  compelled  hJTn  to 
paint,  nothing  but  trash  could  be  produced, 

However  much  Michael  Angelo  declared  himself 
injured  by  the  contract  drawn  up  under  Clement,  he 
was  himself  not  without  blame  in  it.  It  is  just  such 
natures  as  in  ordinary  life  are  honesty  and  unselfish- 
ness itself,  and  would  be  too  proud  to  serve  their 
own  advantage  with  one  false  word,  which  allow 
themselves,  in  matters  of  business,  for  the  furtlier- 
ance  of  that  which  they  consider  the  best,  to  give 
vent  sometimes  to  expressions,  in  which  they  have 
respect  rather  to  their  pure  conscience  than  to 
objective  truth.  Clement  had  not  wished  to  aUow 
the  works  for  tlie  mausoleimi  of  Julius  to  be  carried 
on  at  the  same  time  as  those  in  San  Lorenzo ;  yet,  to 
extort  the  pope's  consent,  Michael  Angelo  had  agreed 
to  avow  the  receipt  of  larger  sums  on  the  part  of  the 
fiovere  than  he  had  in  truth  received  (only  that  he 
might  appear  pledged  to  a  greater  extent),  and  to 
consent  to  the  admission  of  these  sums  in  the  new 
contract.     This  was  now  taken  advantage  of  by  the 
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Rovere.  They  appealed  to  Michael  Angelo's  signft- 
ture,  and  tried  to  assume  that  the  feigned  sums  had 
been  actually  received. 

The  second  thing  of  which  he  had  to  complain 
was  the  circumstance,  tliat  the  copy  of  tlie  contract 
laid  before  him  for  signature  had  not  agreed  with 
the  document  which  had  been  drawn  up  in  his 
presence  at  the  negotiations.  His  house  at  the 
Macello  dei  Oorvi  was  mentioned  in  it  as  a  guarantee 
for  the  money  issued  by  him  for  the  completion  of 
the  mausoleum.  But  he  asserted  that  it  would 
never  have  occurred  to  him  to  agree  to  this. 

This  now  became  a  matter  of  discussion.  The  end 
of  the  negotiations  was,  that  Michael  Angelo  was  vin- 
dicated ;  and  Urbino  declared  that  he  would  be  satis- 
fied with  the  monument,  if  nothing  hut  the  Moses 
should  be  executed  by  Michael  Angelo's  own  hand. 
The  house  on  the  Macello  dei  Corvi  was  declared 
free  of  all  molestation.* 

Michael  Angelo  could  thus  more  quietly  set  about 
the  paintings  in  the  Paolina ;  and  he  completed  them 
within  eight  or  nine  years,  —  two  large,  extensive 
compositions,  representing  the  Crucifixion  of  Peter, 
and  the  Conversion  of  Paul.  At  the  present  day, 
after  having  been  obscured  for  a  long  time  by  the 
accumulated  dust  of  centuries,  tliey  have  been 
cleaned  and  restored ;  hut  they  have  been  handled 
at  the  same  time  so  coarsely,  that  probably  not  a 
single  stroke  of  Michael  Angelo's  is  any  longer  to  be 
perceived.  Old.  engravings  show  the  two  p^ntiugs 
just  as  well  as  these  misused  origmals.  They  are 
*  8«e  Appeodix,  Note  LXI. 
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extensive  compositions,  striking  from  the  fact  that 
many  groups,  widely  separated,  admit  of  ao  true 
unity.  The  figures  are  very  numerous ;  they  are  not 
■wanting  even  in  the  clouds.  Of  the  effect  probably 
produced  by  these  works  long  ago,  notliing  is  left  but 
the  affecting  sight  of  Peter  nailed  to  the  cross,  with 
liis  head  downwards.  The  movement  of  the  neok, 
when  he  fruitiessly  endeavors  to  turn  his  head  round 
and  to  raise  it,  has  something  in  it  affectingly  true. 
"We  feel  the  powerless  effort  and  the  suffering. 
"What  the  colors  were,  we  know  not.  These  paint- 
ings, unlike  Michael  Angelo's  former  works,  do  not 
seem  to  have  excited  any  noise  at  their  exhibition. 

It  is  this  Crucifixion  of  Peter,  which  Tittoria 
meant  in  her  letters,  when  she  cuts  short  Michael 
Angelo's  too  passionate  correspondence,  with  the 
observation  that  he  could  not  go  to  his  work  at 
the  right  time  in  the  morning,  and  must  therefore 
be  imtnie  to  the  vicegerent  of  Christ  upon  eartli. 
The  work,  indeed,  gave  him  trouble.  He  required, 
he  said  himself,  more  vigorous  physical  power  for 
fresco-painting,  in  which  he  had  to  do  with  wet  lime, 
and  had  a  large  surface  before  him,  which  must  be 
reached  by  climbing  up  scaffolding.  Even  in  work- 
ing at  the  Last  Judgment,  he  had  injured  his  leg  in 
falling  at  a  considerable  height  from  the  scaffolding. 
Furious  at  this,  and  tortured  with  pain,  he  kept  him- 
self shut  up  in  his  house,  and  would  admit  no 
sm-geon  mitil  a  Florentine  doctor,  Baccio  Rontini,  a 
very  clever  man,  and  a  great  admirer  of  Michael 
Angelo's,  got  into  the  house  through  the  window, 
penetrated  from  room  to  room,  and  thus  at  last 
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reached  the  old  master,  whom  he  found  in  a  state  of 
despair.  Baccio  remained  mth  him  until  he  vas 
well,  without  leaving  him  alone  for  a  moment.  This 
had  taken  place  in  1541,  In  the  year  1544,  Michael 
Ajigelo  lay  seriously  ill  in  the  house  of  his  friend 
Luigi  del  Riccio,  where  the  pope  sent  daily  to  inquire 
for  him,  and  the  cardinals  themselves  came  to  visit 
him.  These  pictures  are  the  last  paintings  he  pro- 
duced. 

2. 

The  affeir  with  the  Duke  of  Urbino,  however, 
although  an  agreement  had  been  come  to,  was  not 
at  rest.  Reports  against  Michael  Angelo  continued, 
and  terminated  in  a  mortificatiou,  which,  from  the 
quarter  whence  it  came,  and  from  the  way  in  which 
the  blow  was  inflicted,  must  have  touched  him 
painfully. 

There  lived  and  wrote  at  that  time,  in  Italy,  a  man 
who  belongs  to  the  most  remarkable  characters  of 
his  nation.  This  was  Axetino ;  his  name  has  been 
already  mentioned.  In  characterizing  him  briefly, 
it  nught  seem  suiHcient  to  declare  him  to  be  one  of 
the  most  clever  and  at  the  same  time  one  of  the  most 
contemptible  of  men.  But,  true  as  tliis  is,  such 
characteristics  would  have  httle  meaning  without 
a  statement  of  the  circumstances  amid  which  the 
man  worked.  Aretino  stands  out  as  a  character, 
loathsome  even  to  him  who  makes  the  weakest  de- 
mands of  a  moral  Mnd  upon  men.  This  was  the 
opinion  of  him  in  Italy  in  his  own  time.  At  the 
same   time,  howerer,  his  writings  were  allowed  to 


y  Google 


330  LIFE  OF  UICaAEL  ANGELO. 

exercise  an  influence  on  public  opinion,  such  as  is 
possessed  in  onr  own  day  by  no  journal  in  France, 
England,  or  America;  for  even  the  most  powerful 
paper  is  not  without  its  opposition,  as  sole  poEsessor 
of  public  opinion.  Aretino's  writings,  however,  in- 
fluenced without  competition,  when  he  sent  them 
forth  to  the  world  from  Venice,  where  he  dwelt, 
like  a  poisonous  toad  in  an  isolated,  unapproachable 
swamp. 

He  is  the  father  of  the  modern  men  of  letters. 
He  wrote  upon  every  thing  and  for  every  one.  He 
wrote  in  prose  and  verse,  on  worldly  and  religious 
matters,  on  tilings  edifying  and  seductive.  By  order 
of  a  woman  like  Tittoria  Colonna,  to  whom  he  at 
times  even  ventured  to  address  letters,  he  wrote  a 
religious  book.  For  Marcanton,  the  engraver,  he 
wrote  the  text  for  a  series  of  representations  of  so 
repulsive  a  character,  that  they  brought  the  artist 
himself  to  prison,  in  spite  of  the  protection  of  higli 
cardinals.  Aretino,  however,  effected  his  release 
through  Clement  VII.  So  striking  was  his  wit,  and 
so  cutting  his  satire,  that  almost  all  the  princes  and 
higher  nobles  of  Italy,  including  the  emperor,  were 
afraid  of  him.  Many  endeavored  to  gain  his  good- 
will by  presents,  None  could  appear  against  him 
unpunished;  he  sent  forth  his  arrows  on  all  sides, 
and  never  failed  in  his  aim.  Titian,  when  he  was 
in  Rome  in  1548,  wrote  home  to  him,  "  Every  one 
here  asks  me  about  you ;  all  wish  to  know  your 
opinion :  you  give  the  tone  to  every  tiling."  Aretino 
even  called  himself  the  "  Scourge  of  Princes,"  and 
was  proud  of  this  surname.     When  the  nobles  did 
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not  pay,  he  threatened ;  and,  if  money  then  failed, 
he  struck.  Woe  to  him  who  was  his  victim  then ! 
But  he  was  generally  soon  appeased.  From  many 
princes  he  received  regular  pensions. 

It  was  natural  that  Aretino's  paramount  influence 
should  affect  artists  also.  He  recommended  those 
who  were  his  friends.  But  he  required  gratitude. 
Titian  found  in  him  an  unwearied  eulogist.  Aretiuo 
was  the  friend  of  his  house ;  we  know  much  of 
Titian's  work  only  from  his  letters.  Sansovino, 
who  at  that  time  somewhat  played  the  part  of  a 
Michael  Angelo  in  Venice,  and  had  large  orders, 
was  his  friend,  and  enjoyed  his  assistance  in  difficult 
emergencies.  Vasari  was  his  friend.  These  con- 
nections brought  him  in,  from  every  quarter,  statues, 
sketches,  or  drawings,  which  he  again  presented  to 
princes  who  were  his  informers,  though,  as  a  matter 
of  course,  not  without  receiving  giife  in  return. 
Among  his  correspondence,  there  is  a  letter  of  the 
utmost  coarseness  which  he  wrote  to  BandinelU, 
when  the  latter  neglected  to  transmit  his  tribute. 
He  reminds  him  first  of  the  good  service  he  had 
rendered  him  of  old,  when  they  both  belonged  to  the 
Medicsean  Cotu-t ;  then  he  reproaches  him  with  his 
ingratitude ;  and  in  conclusion  he  derides  his  insolent 
assumption  in  wishing  to  surpass  Michael  Angelo. 
The  letter  must  have  wounded  the  vain  man  at  every 
word.  Such  letters  Aretino  was  accustomed  to  for- 
ward not  only  to  tliose  to  whom  they  were  addressed, 
but  to  send  transcripts  of  them  throughout  Italy. 
This  was  his  method.  And  his  writing  was  so 
piquant,  that  tliey  were  read  with  eagerness.     His 
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etyle  is  not  what  is  called  clever,  iu  a  nobler  sense ; 
but  he  knew  how  to  make  the  most  of  things,  to 
bring  his  language  into  rare  combinations,  aad,  sud- 
denly leaving  his  distorted  sentences,  to  display 
double  power  in  the  most  ordinary  words.  He  was 
an  artist  in  his  own  line.  Worthless  and  heavy  as 
the  greater  part  of  his  writings  appear  to  us  now, 
they  influenced  the  period  for  which  they  were 
intended  by  their  cutting  severity. 

Aretino,  therefore,  feeling  it  a  necessity  to  be  con- 
nected with  all  the  prominent  men  in  the  world, 
addressed  himself  at  last  to  Michael  Angelo.  It  does 
not  seem  that  he  was  acquainted  with  him  during  liis 
earlier  sojourn  in  Home,  Haphael,  indeed,  he  him- 
self boasts,  had  not  disdained  to  listen  to  his  advice ; 
he  had  met  him  at  the  court  of  Leo  X.,  and  Sebas- 
tian del  Piombo  belonged  to  Ms  most  intimate  friends. 
In  1527,  Sebastian  requested  him,  in  the  name  of  the 
pope,  to  represent  to  the  emperor  the  sad  state  of 
Rome ;  *  and  the  promises,  upon  which  Aretino 
hoped  subsequentiy  to  become  cardinal,  date  their 
beginning  to  that  time.  Michael  Angelo,  on  the 
contrary,  1  do  not  find  mentioned  by  liim  till  the 
year  1535,  Tasari,  probably  for  the  sake  of  varjang 
the  tokens  of  esteem  with  which  Duke  Alessandro 
held  the  powerful  writer  in  favor,  sent  him  at  that 
time  two  drawings  and  a  modelled  head  of  Michael 
Angelo's  work ;  and  Aretino  thanked  him  for  them  in 
a  manner  as  if  the  greatest  works  of  art  in  the  world 
had  arrived  in  Venice.f  What  head  it  was,  and 
what  has  become  of  the  two  drawings,  —  the  one  a 

•  SeeAppendis,  NoteLXn.  1   ] bid..  Note  LSDI. 
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St  OatlieriDe,  which  Michael  Angelo  had  sketched  as 
a  hoj,  the  other  an  ear,  —  I  have  not  been  able  to 
discover.  Aretino  writes  about  them  as  if  the  whole 
tflwn  had  burst  forth  iu  astonishing  admiration. 

Thoi^h  this  may  be  an  exaggeration,  Etill  it  shows 
lis  bow  h^hly  Michael  Angelo  ranked  in  Venice. 
Aretino  knew  on  what  this  depended.  He  never 
thought  of  even  comparing  Titian  or  Sansovino  with 
Michael  Angelo.  He  understood  the  diflerence  be- 
tween color  and  drawing.  "  Fine  colors  without 
drawing,"  he  says  in  one  of  his  letters  in  the  year 
1537,*  "with  which  all  sorts  of  gay  trash  is  pro- 
duced with  no  true  outline,  —  what  honors  do  they 
gain  ?  The  true  glory  of  color  lies  in  pencil  strokes, 
such  as  Michael  Angelo  can  make,  who  is  such  a 
complete  master  of  nature  and  art  lliat  it  is  impossi- 
ble to  know  whether  nature  leai-ns  from  him,  or  he 
from  her,  A  good  painter  must  understand  more 
than  how  to  imitate  well  a  velvet  cloak  or  a  belt- 
buckle."  We  see  how  eveu  at  tliat  time  the  contest 
was  at  its  height,  which  has  since  continued  unin- 
terruptedly among  artists.  Aretino  knew  on  which 
side  to  station  liimself ;  and  in  the  very  year  in  which 
he  thus  gave  his  opinion  upon  Michael  Angelo,  and 
exhibited  to  the  world  his  unqualified  adherence  to 
him  (for  it  is  a  matter  of  course  that  such  a  letter 
was  duly  disseminated),  be  addressed  himself  at 
length  to   the   great  master  himself. 

He  first  expressed  his  boundless  reverence  for 
him.  Then  followed  the  reason  for  this, — his  chief 
merit,  namely,  his  capability  of  expressing  so  much 

■  See  Appendix,  Note  LXIT. 
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by  outline  alone.  Then,  after  having  stated  this  in 
plain  words,  as  preliminary,  he  proceeded  to  the  prin- 
cipal point  in  the  following  manner :  "  And  thora- 
fore  I,  who  can  do  so  much  by  praise  and  blame, 
that  almost  aU  the  acknowledgment  or  contempt 
of  others  has  been  bestowed  by  me,  —  I  who  am 
still  so  little,  and,  so  to  speak,  nothing,  salute  you. 
[  would  not  venture  to  do  so,  had  my  name  not  lost 
much  of  itfi  unworthiness  by  the  esteem  which  its 
mention  excites  among  princes.  And  yet,  in  ad- 
dressing you,  I  feel  nothing  but  reverence !  There 
are  kings  enough  in  the  world ;  but  there  is  only  one 
Michael  Angelo  !  What  a  wonder,  that  nature,  who 
can  produce  nothing  so  sublime  that  you  have  not 
attained  to,  cannot  imprint  upon  her  own  works  that 
stamp  of  lofty  majesty  which  the  mighty  power  of 
your  pencil  carries  with  it !  Phidias,  Apelles,  Vitru- 
Wus,  stand  in  shadow  beside  you."  And  tlius  he 
continues  for  many  sentences,  until  at  last  he  makes 
mention  of  the  Last  Judgment ;  and,  with  a  profusion 
of  allegorical  and  poetical  ideas,  —  half  thoughts, 
half  im^es,  —  he  explains  how  he  himself  would 
have  conceived  this  great  event  as  a  painting.  lu 
conclusion,  he  asserts  that  he  had  taken  an  oatli 
never  ^ain  to  go  to  Rome,  but  that  Michael  Ange- 
lo's  work  would  make  him  break  his  faith.  Besides, 
he  wished  to  satisfy  his  burning  desire  to  publish  his 
praise  to  the  world.  In  style  and  detail,  this  letter 
belongs  to  one  of  the  most  shameless  productions 
which  has  ever  come  before  me.  How  great  the 
power  of  the  writer  must  have  been,  is  shown  by 
the  manner  in  which  it  was  answered. 
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No&iug  was  more  insufferable  to  Michael  Aiigelo 
than  assumption.  Whenever  he  met  with  it,  it 
stirred  him  up  to  regardless  contradiction.  He 
would  tell  people  to  their  faces,  that  they  understood 
nothing  of  things.  Had  he  had  before  him  in  Are- 
tiiio  a  man  of  less  power,  dictating  to  him  how  the 
Last  Judgment  should  be  painted,  he  would  hare 
cither  been  silent  with  contempt,  or  he  would  hare 
BO  repelled  him  in  few  words,  that  he  would  never 
again  have  had  to  fear  good  advice  from  this  quarter. 
But  Aretino  was  mighty  indeed.  And  so  Michael 
Angelo,  in  his  reply,  avails  himself  of  the  means 
wliich  were  equally  ready  to  him,  —  of  that  subtle 
persiflage,  which  was  no  less  feared  by  his  foes  than 
his  unconquerable  openness. 

"Honored  Sie  and  Beother," — he  writes, — "Youi 
letter  has  £Ued  me  with  both  sadneas  and  joy.  It  has  re* 
joiced  me  because  it  comes  from  you,  who  are  unique  in 
your  way ;  it  has  saddened  me.  because  ao  great  a  part  of 
my  ptuDtiDg  is  already  completed,  that  I  cannot  avail  my- 
self of  your  ideas  in  it ;  for,  had  you  been  an  eye-witness 
of  the  Last  Jndgmect,  you  could  not  have  described  it  bet- 
ter than  you  have  done  in  your  letter. 

"  With  regard  to  your  offer  of  writing  about  me,  it  not 
only  gives  me  pleasure,  but,  as  emperors  and  kings  deem  it 
the  highest  favor  to  be  mentioned  by  your  pen,  I  solicit  it. 
If,  with  regard  to  this,  any  thing  in  my  possession  should 
be  desired  by  you,  or  be  agreeable  to  you,  I  offer  it  with 
the  greatest  readiness.  And,  in  conclusion,  concerning 
your  resolution  of  not  again  coming  to  Rome,  do  not  breat 
it  for  the  sake  of  seeing  my  paindngs.  That  would  be 
indeed  too  much.    Adieu." 
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Wchael  Angelo  must  have  dispatched  this  letter 
more  thau  a  quarter  of  a  year  after  receiving  Are- 
tino's  epistle ;  for  the  latter  only  replies  to  it  on  the 
20th  January,  1538.  Instead  of  perceiving  that  he 
was,  as  it  were,  called  to  account  for  his  promise, 
he  took  Michael  Angelo  at  his  word,  and  begged  him 
for  a  small  sketch,  "  such  as  he  would  have  thrown 
into  the  fire,"  —  his  usual  method  of  setting  to  work 
with  artists.  No  answer  was  returned ;  and  Michael 
Angelo  was  left  ui  peace  for  five  years  by  the  man 
who  dispensed  disgrace  and  fame.  In  1544,  Arcti- 
no  began  again.  He  announced  that  the  emperor 
had  made  him  reckon  on  his  privileges ;  that  he  had 
shown  bim  stupendi  onori.  Cellini  had  written  to 
him,  that  his  salutation  had  been  well  received  by 
Michael  Angelo.  This  was  worth  more  to  him  than 
all.  He  honored  him.  He  had  wept,  he  said,  when 
he  had  seen  his  Last  Judgment,  and  ho  thanked 
God  that  he  had  been  born  in  his  age,  Titian  hon- 
ored him,  and  dehvered  flowing  speeches  in  praise 
of  liis  superhuman  art.  Titian  had  himself  written 
to  Michael  Angelo  with  due  reverence ;  for  he  was 
the  idol  of  them  both. 

No  answer  followed.  Two  months  later,  Aretino 
requested  a  friend  at  Rome  to  remind  Michael  An- 
gelo of  the  promised  sketch.  The  request  came 
at  an  unfavorable  moment.  Michael  Angelo  lay  at 
that  time  sick  in  Siccio's  house. 

Aretino  again  allowed  a  year  to  elapse.  Benven- 
uto  Cellini  was  this  time  the  channel  through  whom 
he  sent  the  repeated  request  to  Michael  Angelo  for 
the  fulfilment  of  the  old  promise.   At  last,  somethii^ 
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WBB  sent.  But  what  V  It  is  not  expressly  said  what 
Aretino  received ;  but  the  drawing  must  have  been 
of  Euch  a  kind  as  to  induce  him  at  the  close  of  his 
letter  of  thanks,  with  all  its  sweet  flatteries,  to  give 
it  to  be  understood,  that  be  could  not  consider 
Michael  Angelo's  promise  fulfilled  by  such  a  gift. 
Again  no  answer  followed  this.  The  Venetian  now, 
at  last,  lost  his  patience.  He  probably  had  received 
some  old  ends  of  drawings,  which  were  rather  a 
mockery  than  a  gift.  He  wrote  a  threatening  letter 
to  Cellini.  Buonarroti,  he  said,  ought  to  be  ashamed 
of  himself:  he  desired  to  be  told  whether  he  was  to 
have  any  thing  or  no ;  he  insisted  on  an  explanation, 
or  his  love  would  be  turned  into  hatred. 

This  was  in  April,  1545.  Again  nothing  came. 
In  the  autunm  of  the  year,  however,  Titian  came  to 
Rome ;  and  through  him,  it  seems,  the  matter  was  set 
to  rights.  He  came,  at  the  invitation  of  Paul  HI., 
to  paint  his  portrait.  Dwelling  and  atelier  were 
assigned  him  in  the  Vatican.  He  brought  various 
letters  of  reconmiendation  from  Aretino,  and  they 
wrote  to  each  other  during  the  period  of  their  sepa- 
ration. 

In  Aretino's  first  letter,  art  was  the  only  tepic. 
He  awaited  his  return,  he  said,  with  longing  to  hear 
from  him  about  the  antiques,  —  in  what  Buonarroti 
surpassed  them,  in  what  they  excelled  him,  and 
whether  Baphael  was  equal  or  superior  to  Michael 
Angelo  in  pmnting.  What  enjoyment  to  talk  with 
him  about  the  building  of  St.  Peter's  Church,  which 
Aretino,  from  the  period  of  his  own  sojourn  in  Rome, 
calls  Bramante's  building !    Then  he  asked  after 
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Perm  del  Vaga,  aiid  Sebastian  del  Piombo ;  the 
former  at  that  time  the  most  important  master  in 
Rome,  as  Sebastian,  since  he  had  held  a  rich  posi- 
tion, had  done  nothing  more.  Del  Vaga  painted, 
after  Michael  Angelo's  designs,  the  ornaments  in  the 
Sistma,  —  which  fill  up  tlie  wall  below  the  Last 
Judgment  to  the  ground,  —  and  the  ceiling  in  the 
Paolina.  Here,  however,  Michael  Angelo  was  him- 
self at  that  time  fully  occupied.  The  letter  conclu- 
ded with  the  warning  not  to  be  too  much  absorbed 
in  the  contemplation  of  the  Last  Judgment,  so  as  to 
make  him  and  Sansovino  wait  for  him  in  vain 
throughout  tlie  winter. 

Titian  and  Michael  Angelo  met.  Michael  Angelo 
did  not  become  acquainted  with  the  Venetian  in  his 
most  favorable  works.  The  picture  of  the  pope, 
from  Farnese's  terrible  ugliness,  —  his  small  aged 
face,  with  its  old  pinched-up  features,  looking  like 
that  of  an  evil  spirit,  —  could  exiiibit  nothing  but 
Titian's  skill ;  and  the  other  things  that  he  painted 
at  that  time  in  Rome  do  not  belong,  as  Vasari  says, 
to  his  best  works.  I  do  not  myself  remember  liaving 
seen  any  of  these  paintings.  Michael  Angelo  openly 
expressed,  that  Titian  would  have  done  better  if  he 
had  learned  to  draw,  and  had  had  better  models  in 
his  atelier.  There  was  a  lack  of  these  in  Venice. 
His  coloring,  however,  pleased  him  exceedingly ;  and 
he  considered  his  conceptions  so  true  and  life-lilte, 
that,  had  Titian  understood  how  to  draw,  as  he  knew 
how  to  paint,  he  would  have  produced  tilings  not  to 
be  surpassed.  Thus  did  Michael  Angelo  express 
himself  to  Vasari.  who  was  at  that  time  in  Rome, 
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serving  as  guide  to  Titian ;  and  he  ^ves  this  verdict 
with  the  observation,  that  all  Eoman  artists  were  of 
the  same  opinion. 

But  not  only  was  Titian  coolly  received  in  Rome : 
he  was  even  hated  by  the  artists.  They  feared  he 
would  remain.  Perin  del  Vaga  was  of  opinion,  that 
he  was  speculating  upon  works  impending  at  that 
time  in  the  Vatican,  which  was  always  being  rebuilt 
and  painted,  and  that  he  was  relying  on  having  these 
works  himself.  Del  Va^a  was  so  turious  gainst 
him,  that  he  studiously  avoided  him ;  and,  as  Del 
Vaga  was  a  prot4g4  of  Michael  Angelo's,  and  the 
Utter,  as  architect  of  the  Vatican,  had  a  voice  where 
ordere  were  conceraed,  it  is  not  impossible  that  he 
greatly  assisted  his  pupil  even  here.  What  hap- 
pened between  Michael  Angelo  and  Titian  we  know 
not ;  but,  in  Aretino's  following  letters  to  Rome,  we 
find  no  allusion  to  Michael  Angelo,  Perhaps  Titian 
had  also  mentioned  the  promised  drawing,  and  had 
now  received  an  answer,  wliich  had  informed  Are- 
tino  more  plainly  than  his  vanity  had  hitherto  al- 
lowed him  to  perceive,  of  Michael  Angelo's  opinion 
of  him-  In  a  scene  of  this  kind,  it  seems  to  me, 
commimicated  by  Titian  to  Aretino,  we  may  look 
for  the  most  natural  explanation  of  his  apparently 
sudden  conduct ;  for  he  determined  seriously  to  re- 
quite Michael  Angelo's  rejection  of  his  many  years' 
request. 

Aretino  had  hitherto  only  heard  of  Michael  Ange- 
lo's Last  Judgment.  All  that  he  had  seen  were 
some  groups  brought  as  studies  by  a  young  artist. 
At  length,  the  engraver,  Enea  Vico,  came  to  Venice, 
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having  with  him  the  preparations  for  the  great  en- 
graving, probably  the  same  as  that  which  affords  us 
at  the  present  day  the  best  idea  of  the  painting,  free 
from  subsequent  additions.*  In  connection  with 
this  work,  Aretino,  in  the  November  of  1545,  dis- 
[jatched  the  following  letter  to  Michael  Aagelo :  — 

"  Sra,  —  Having  now  seen  the  whole  composition  of 
your  Last  Judgment,  1  perceive  in  it,  aa  regards  the  beauty 
of  the  compoaition,  all  the  famous  grace  of  Kaphael ;  but 
as  a  Christian,  who  has  received  holy  baptism,  I  am 
ashamed  of  the  unrestrained  freedom  with  which  your  mind 
has  ventured  to  represent  that  which  is  the  final  aim  of  all 
our  devout  feelings, 

"This  Michael  Augelo,  therefore,  so  mighty  from  his 
fame,  this  Michael  Angelo  whom  we  all  admire,  has  wished 
to  show  men  that  he  lacks  piety  and  religion  in  the  same 
proportion  as  he  professes  perfection  in  his  art.  Is  it  poa- 
sible  that  you,  who  condescend  not,  on  account  of  your 
divinity,  to  have  intercourse  with  ordinary  men,  should 
have  introduced  them  into  the  highest  temple  of  God, 
above  the  highest  altar  of  Christ,  in  the  first  chapel  of  the 
world,  where  the  greatest  cardinals  of  the  Church,  the  rev- 
erend priests,  and  the  vicegerent  of  Christ  himself,  in  holy 
ceremonies  and  in  divine  words  acknowledge  his  body,  his 
blood,  and  his  flesh,  and  behold  them  with  adoration  ? 

"  K  it  were  not  almost  a  crime  to  draw  the  comparison, 
I  would  here  boast  of  that  which  I  have  succeeded  in  doing 
in  my  Nanna,  where,  instead  of  exposing  things  in  the  in- 
sufferable way  you  have  done,  I  have,  with  wise  caution, 
handled  the  most  unchaste  and  wanton  material  in  delicate 
and  moral  language.  And  you,  in  such  a  sublime  subject, 
allow  the  angels  to  appear  without  heavenly  pomp,  and 

■  See  Appendix,  Note  LXV. 
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the  aainta  without  a  trace  of  earthly  modesty !  Have  not 
tha  heathen  themselves  veiled  the  Diana  in  drapery ;  and, 
when  they  chiselled  a  naked  Yenus,  made  her  appear 
almost  clothed,  Jrom  her  attitude  and  from  the  position  of 
her  hand?  And  you,  who  are  a  Christian,  —  you  bo  sub- 
ordinate belief  to  art,  that  you  have  made  the  violation  of 
modesty  among  martyrs  and  virgins  into  a.  spectacle,  such 
as  we  should  only  venture  to  contemplate  with  half-averted 
faces,  even  in  houses  of  evil  reports  Such  things  might  be 
panted  ia  a  luxurious  bath-room,  but  not  in  the  choir  of 
the  highest  chapel.  Truly,  it  would  have  been  better  had 
you  belonged  to  the  unbelieving,  than  in  this  way,  belong- 
ing to  the  iaitliful,  to  have  attacked  the  &Ith  of  others. 
But  Providence  will  not  go  so  far  as  to  leave  the  extraor- 
dinary boldness  of  your  marvellous  work  unpunished.  The 
more  wonderful  it  is,  the  more  surely  will  it  prove  tbe 
ruin  of  your  fame." 

Aiter  having  thus  gone  on  preaching  in  a  lofty 
manner,  Aretino  reverts  to  himself.  He  is  not,  he 
says,  writing  in  this  tone  from  vesalion  about  the 
things  he  had  asked  for  in  vain:  — 

"It  would  certainly  have  been  well  if  you  had  fulfilled 
your  promise  with  due  care,  had  it  been  only  to  silence  the 
evil  tongues  wbo  assert  that  only  a  Gherardo  or  a  Tom- 
maso  know  how  to  allure  favors  from  you  !  But  truly,  if 
the  heaps  of  gold  which  Pope  Julius  bequeathed  you,  iu 
order  that  his  earthly  remains  migbt  rest  in  a  sarcophagus 
executed  by  you,  —  if  so  much  money  could  not  induce  you 
to  keep  your  promises,  upon  what  could  such  a  man  as  I 
rely  ?  Tet,  0  great  painter !  it  is  neither  your  avarice  nor 
your  ingratitude  that  is  to  blame,  that  Julius's  bones  sleep 
in  a  single  coffin;  but  it  is  Julius's  own  merits.  Giod  would 
rather  that  such  a  pope  should  stand  on  his  own  merit, 
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than  that  he  should  seem  to  beoome  great  throu^  a  might; 
edifice  executed  by  you.  But,  ia  spite  of  this,  yoo  have 
not  done  what  you  ought;   and  that  ia  robbery. 

"Our  souls  are  benefited  little  by  art,  but  by  piety. 
May  God  enlighten  Pope  Paul  as  he  once  enlightened 
Gregory,  of  blessed  memory,  who  preferred  rather  to  see 
Rome  poorer  in  statues  of  heathen  deittea,  than  that  her 
inhabitants  should  loae  their  reverence  for  the  humble  im- 
ages of  the  saints ! 

"  Had  you,  in  the  corapoaition  of  your  picture,  wished  to 
adhere  to  the  scientific  instruction  concerning  heaven,  hell, 
and  paradise,  which  my  letter,  familiar  to  the  whole  world, 
contained,  then,  I  venture  to  say,  nature  would  not  now  be 
compelled  to  feel  ashamed  of  having  invested  you  with 
such  great  talent,  that  you  stand  forth  yourself  as  an  idol 
in  the  world  of  art.  On  the  contrary,  Providence  would 
have  protected  your  work  as  long  as  the  world  stands, 

"  Sbevitore  Aeetino." 

With  what  skill  has  Aretino  combined  things 
in  this  letter!  Michael  Aiigelo's  mighty  mind  is 
throughout  acknowledged :  but  to  his  old  friend, 
Pope  Julius,  he  is  represented  as  an  ungrateful  man 
and  a  tliief ;  and  this  at  a  time  when  the  histoiy  of 
the  mausoleum  had  become  a  perfect  scandal  through 
the  Rovore.  To  be  called  an  unusual  artist,  but  a 
foe  to  Christianity !  And  this  again  now,  when  the 
Inqimition  was  stretching  out  its  feelers  farther  and 
farther,  aad  a  slight  charge  could  bring  about  the 
destruction  of  a  man.  I  have  only  given  extracts 
from  the  letter,  as  the  whole  amount  of  the  infamy 
with  which  it  is  written  cannot  be  exhibited.  I  am 
acquidnted  with  a  number  of  base  attacks  upon  great 
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men  and  great  undertakings ;  none,  however,  seems 
carried  out  with  such  art  aud  so  much  calculatioa 
upon  pubhc  opinion.  Aretino  was  not  wrong  when 
he  threatened  before,  that  he  could  revenge  himself; 
and  he  had  done  so.  For  that  he  succeeded,  is 
evident  from  the  words  of  Oondivi,  who  complains 
bitterly  that  the  false  opinion,  that  Michael  Ai^elo 
had  acted  deceitfully  in  the  matter  of  the  mausoleum, 
had  taken  firm  root  in  men's  minds.  Aretino  sharp- 
ened the  sting,  which  pierced  the  so\il  of  tlie  solitary 
old  man. 

The  next  step,  too,  was  entirely  in  character  with 
Aretino.  He  had  a  copy  of  the  letter  sent  to  Michael 
Angelo ;  but,  as  a  postscript  to  it,  he  added  in  his 
own  handwriting,  "  Now,  as  my  rage  against  the 
outn^eous  manner  in  which  you  requited  my  re- 
spectful submission  has  a  little  cooled,  and  as  I  have 
aSbrded  you  a  proof,  as  it  seems  to  me,  that,  if  you 
are  divirw  ((?imno,  wme),Iamnotwater(<?eHayM<i), 
tear  up  this  letter,  as  I  have  done,  and  acknowledge 
that  I  am  in  a  position  to  receive  answers  to  my  let^ 
ters  from  kings  and  emperors." 

That  the  whole  thing,  however,  was  nothing  but  a 
literary  trick,  appears  from  the  fact,  that  Aretino,  in 
a  letter  addressed  a  few  months  later  to  Enea  Vico, 
extols  him  fot  having  made  the  Last  Judgment 
accessible  to  the  whole  world  by  an  engraving. 
"  That  no  copies  should  exist  of  this  painting,"  he 
writes,  "  were  an  injury  to  the  reli^on  for  whose 
glory  it  was  painted.  As  it  represents  the  last  day 
appointed  by  God,  it  is  a  good  work  to  make  the 
world  share  in  this  spectacle  of  fear  and  triumph. 
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The  Son  of  Gfod  and  the  Duko  of  Florence  will  im- 
mortalize you,  and  grant  you  temporal  reward  for  it. 
Go  forward,  therefore,  in  your  praiseworthy  under- 
taking. The  scandal  which  Michael  Angelo's  artistic 
liberties  will  excite  among  the  Lutherans  takes  no 
honor  from  your  merit.  It  is  you  only  who  make 
the  work  accessible  to  all." 

Here,  therefore,  we  find  the  complete  contrary  to 
the  reproaches  he  had  written  to  Michael  Angelo. 
But  what  was  done,  was  done;  and,  great  as  Michael 
Angelo  was,  the  vengeance  of  Aretino  had  cast  a  stain 
upon  him  which  clung  to  him  to  the  last. 


Titian  left  Rome,  and  never  returned.  Had  he 
only  arrived  a  year  later,  he  would  not  have  found 
there  either  Perin  del  Yaga  or  Sebastian  del  Piombo : 
they  died  in  1547,  as  did  also  Giulio  Romano  in 
Mantua.  Sebastian  is  said  to  have  thoroughly  fallen 
out  with  Michael  Angelo  on  account  of  the  Last 
Judgment.  In  spite  of  this  dispute  occurring  in  the 
very  times  in  which  Vasari  lived,  from  reasons  which 
Vaeari  himself  furnishes,  I  am  inclined  to  doubt  it. 
He  relates  how  Gi^liehno  della  Porta,  a  Milanese 
Eoulptor,  was  recommended  by  Sebastian  to  Michael 
Angelo,  and  how  the  latter  received  birn  with 
warmth ;  but  he  alleges  nothing  which  actually 
proves  the  estrangement  of  the  two  old  friends. 
Sebastian  led  an  easy  life,  and  painted  but  little : 
he  and  Michael  Angelo  i>erhaps  rarely  appeai'ed 
together  in  Kome,  and  met  seldom.  Yet  he  who 
was  not  himself  an  eye-witness  of  the  events  of  the 
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time,  feels  called  to  no  decision  upon  such  matters ; 
and  therefore  it  remains  uncertain  how  great  was 
the  void  left  in  Michael  Angelo's  life  by  the  death 
of  Sobastian.  It  seemed  as  if  the  year  1547  was  to 
be  especially  &ital  to  those  whose  life  was  precious 
to  him.  His  own  brother  Giovansimone  died  in  it. 
He  stood  aloof  from  Michael  Angelo ;  but  the  way  in 
which  he  spoke  of  him  in  his  letters  to  Leonardo, 
shows  that  the  loss  was  deeply  felt. 

The  saddest  thing,  however,  which  befell  Michael 
Angelo  Ju  the  year  following  Vittoria's  death,  was 
the  annihilation  of  his  last  hopes  of  the  restoration 
of  his  country's  independence. 

The  belief  in  the  Heaven-decreed  liberty  of  Plor 
ence  was  too  firmly  eatabHshed  in  his  heart  for  even 
the  election  of  Cosmo  after  the  murder  of  Alessandro, 
and  the  loyal  tranquillity  of  the  people  at  this  event, 
to  have  heen  able  to  shake  it.  He  reckoned  on  the 
King  of  France.  As  long  as  Francis  I.  lived,  the  day 
toight  Etni  come,  in  which  the  tyrant  should  be  ex- 
pelled, and  the  exiles  return.  In  the  year  1544, 
when  Michael  Angelo  was  in  Strozzi's  house,  —  for 
Luigi  del  Riccio  was  their  agent  in  Bome,  —  he  sent 
a  message  to  Roberto  Strozzi  at  Paris,  that  he  should 
teU  tlie  king,  that,  if  he  would  come  and  liree  the 
city,  he  would  erect  an  equestrian  statue  to  him  on 
the  Piazza  in  Florence  at  his  own  expense. 

In  the  year  1546,  it  seemed  as  if  such  a  thing  werfe 
once  again  possible.  Francis  I.  and  the  pope  had 
resolved  on  war  against  the  duke,  and  the  forces 
which  were  to  burst  against  Tuscany  were  assembled 
in  Rome.     Then  suddenly  the  king  died,  and  these 
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dreams  also  came  to  an  end  for  Michael  Augelo ;  foi 
from  henceforth  he  cast  off  all  idea  of  what  seemed 
Qo  longer  possible.  Cosmo  dwelt  in  safety  in  hia 
palace,  and  held  his  faithful  subjects  so  surely  in 
check  by  a  policy,  the  craftiness,  wariness,  and  bold- 
ness of  which  astonished  even  the  Venetian  ambas- 
sadors, that,  except  some  unfortunate  conspiracies, 
the  people  never  again  ventured  to  stir.  Even  if  the 
duke  himself  had  possessed  less  talent  in  making  the 
inhabitants  of  Florence  understand  how  much  more 
advantageous  it  was,  instead  of  indulging  the  old 
ideas  of  liberty,  to  become  distinguished  for  devotion 
and  fidelity,  he  would  have  been  supported  by  the 
emperor ;  who  now,  after  the  death  of  bis  formidable 
adversary,  had  applied  himself  with  more  success 
than  formerly  against  the  Lutherans  in  Gfermany, 
and  had  even  here  transformed  a  number  of  rebel- 
lious princes  into  good  subjects.  Besides  this,  the 
most  stirring  men  among  the  Florentines  were  no 
more.  Baccio  Valori,  who  had  brought  about  Cos- 
mo's elevation,  and  then  i^ain  had  joined  the 
Strozzi,  had  been  beheaded  on  the  Piazza ;  Guicciar- 
dini  had  been  poisoned;  and  Filippo  Strozzi,  the 
friend  of  the  emperor,  the  king,  and  the  pope, — 
the  richest,  most  amiable,  most  dissolute,  and  most 
cultivated  noble  in  Italy,  on  whose  behalf  even 
Vittoria  Colonna  bad  written  imploring  letters, — 
had  been  strangled  under  the  name  of  suicide  in  the 
same  citadel,  the  building  of  which  he  had  effected. 

His  sons  alone  remained.  Holding  important 
positions  at  the  court  of  their  cousin  Catherine  in 
Prance,  even  after  the  death  of  Francis  I.,  they  did 
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not  ^Tc  up  their  hopes.  But  they  aimed  at  much 
more  than  liberty,  as  had  been  the  case  with  Zppolito. 
Had  they  with  French  troops  robbed  Cosmo  of  his 
land,  they  would  have  attempted  to  keep  it  in 
obedience  to  themselves  by  the  same  means.  They 
must  have  taken  Cosmo's  spies  into  pay ;  and,  like 
him,  must  have  joined  the  Jesuits,  who,  forcing  their 
way  into  every  family,  rendered  extraordinary  ser- 
vices to  the  State. 

Cosmo  felt  himself  so  secure  in  his  power,  that  he 
even  ventured  to  take  no  cc^izance  of  Michael  An- 
galo's  opinions,  and  endeavored  to  induce  him  to 
return  upon  splendid  conditions.  Alessandro,  when 
he  abohshed  the  old  constitution,  had  established, 
instead  of  the  upper  assembly  of  citizens,  a  sort  of 
high  chamber  of  forty-eight  appointed  members,  to 
which  a  second  chamber  was  attached  of  two  hundred 
members,  from  among  whom  the  forty-eight  were 
elected.  It  was  these  who  bad  confirmed  Cosmo, 
and  whom  he  in  bis  turn  supported.  To  belong  to 
the  forty-eight  was  from  henceforth  the  highest  thing 
a  Florentine  could  attain  to.  Cosmo  offered  Michael 
Angelo  this  honor.  Letters  as  well  as  verbal  mes- 
sages were  sent  to  him  on  the  subject.  Benvenuto 
Cellini  went  to  him  by  the  duke's  order  into  his 
atelier,  and  extolled  Morentine  life,  and  Cosmo's 
clemency  and  love  of  art.  Michael  Angelo  excused 
himself:  partly  with  reason,  urging  the  impossibility 
of  his  leaving  Home,  and  partly  with  culpable  indit 
ference  to  the  offers  made  him,  he  evaded  the  sum- 
mons so  graciously  given.  It  would  have  been  an 
ioBuSerable  change :  in  the  place  where  he  had  once 
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been  a  part  of  the  ruling  power,  to  receive  orders 
now  in  conunon  with  BaudincUi,  as  a  paid  servant 
of  the  duke ;  ay,  even  to  be  obliged  perhaps  to 
draw  back  before  the  miserable  pliability  of  his 
coUeE^c,  while  in  Home  be  was  an  independent 
man,  as  regarded  the  pope. 

4. 

He  might  have  replied  to  Cosmo's  proposal  with 
even  less  courtesy,  but  for  consideration  for  the 
children  of  his  brother  Buonarroto,  whom  he  would 
not  have  wished  to  injure  with  the  duke  in  Hor- 
ence. 

The  corespondence  with  his  nephew  Leonardo,  in 
the  possession  of  the  British  Museum,  be^ns  with 
the  year  1540.  These  papers,  extant  in  a  long  series, 
touch  upon  scarcely  any  thing  else  than  domestic 
affairs.  Mention  is  never  made  of  art  or  of  intellec- 
tual things.  Tliis  alone  becomes  evident  from  them, 
that  Michael  Angelo  continued  to  maintain  and  rule 
the  family ;  and  they  afford  information  as  to  his 
health.  Leonardo's  sister  was  a  nun.  Growing  old 
and  sickly,  she  complains  to  Michael  Angelo  of  her 
BuSerings,  and  he  consoles  her  with  his  own  weak- 
ness. At  Giovansimone's  death,  he  writes  how  much 
he  had  wished  to  see  his  brother  once  more  before 
his  end.  When  Leonardo,  who  had  only  briefly  in- 
formed him  of  the  death,  and  probably  because  he 
too  stood  on  bad  terms  with  tlie  deceased,  sent  no 
more  accurate  account  afterwards,  Michael  Angelo 
wroto  to  him,  "  Remember,  Gfiovansimone  was  my 
brother !     Whatever  he  was,  I  mourn  for  him    and 
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deare  that  somethijig  may  be  done  for  his  soul,  as 
has  been  done  for  that  of  your  father.  Take  care 
not  to  be  ungrateftil  for  that  which  has  been  done 
for  yourself;  for  you  possessed  nothing  in  the  world. 
I  am  astonished  that  Gismondo  has  Dot  written  to 
me ;  for  the  death  concerns  him  as  closely  as  it 
doM  me." 

And  when  Leonardo's  letters  now  tardily  arrived, 
and  he  offered  excuses  for  their  not  having  been 
sent  before,  Michael  Angelo  still  replied  with  dis- 
satisfaction. "In  spite  of  all,"  he  writes,  "you 
udght  have  apprised  me  soon  enough,  so  that  I 
should  not  have  heard  of  the  death  from  the  lips  of 
a  third  person  sooner  than  from  your  letters."  Gis- 
mondo, he  says,  is  the  heir,  as  no  will  existed.  In 
spite  of  this,  he  begs  Leonardo  to  take  care  that 
something  is  done  for  Giovansimone's  soul,  and 
that  no  money  is  spared.  His  brother  Gismondo, 
in  whose  favor  Michael  Angelo  seems  to  have  re- 
signed his  own  portion,  he  therefore  certainly  did 
not  trust  to  take  these  duties  upon  himself. 

He  had  interest  in  all  that  was  going  on  in  the 
fomily.  An  old  servant  died,  and  he  spoke  of  her 
with  the  greatest  love,  and  regretted  that  he  had 
outlived  her,  because  he  had  intended  to  leave  her 
something  in  his  will.  He  entered  into  full  corres- 
pondence with  the  widow  of  another  servant,  and 
treated  the  sensitive  woman  with  touching  kindness, 
entering  into  all  her  eomplainte,  and  having  an  eye 
upon  the  future  of  her  children. 

"  I  had  observed,  that  you  had  somewhat  against  me," 
he  writes  to  her  (her  name  waa  Cornelia) ;  "  but  I  could 
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not  diseorer  the  cause.  From  your  last  letter,  I  think  1 
have  now  perceived  what  it  is.  When  you  sent  me  the 
cheese,  you  wrote  at  the  same  time  that  you  had  wished  to 
send  me  other  things,  but  that  the  porsket-handkerehiers 
were  not  ready ;  and  I,  that  you  should  not  be  at  expense 
for  my  sake,  answered  you,  that  you  must  now  send  me 
nothing  more,  but  rather  ask  things  of  me,  and  in  this  way 
give  me  the  greatest  pleasure :  for  you  must  have  known, 
or  rather  you  possessed  proofs  of  how  much  I  still  love  the 
blessed  TJrbino,  although  he  is  dead,  and  how  close  to  my 
heart  are  all  connected  with  him. 

"Ton  wish  to  come  here,  or  to  send  me  the  little  Michael 
Angelo :  as  regards  hoth  these  wishes,  I  must  tell  you  how 
matters  are  with  me  at  home.  I  cannot  advise  you  to 
bring  Michael  Angelo  here,  as  I  have  no  woman  in  the 
house,  nor  any  household  at  all ;  and  the  child  is  still  of  too 
tender  an  age,  and  vexation  and  unhappiness  might  arise 
from  it  Added  to  this,  for  about  a  month,  His  Grace  the 
Duke  of  Florence  has  been  using  all  his  authority  to  make 
me  return  to  Florence,  holding  out  the  greatest  induce- 
ments. I  have  now  begged  for  a  little  respite,  that  I  may 
bring  all  things  here  into  order,  and  may  leave  the  building 
of  St.  Peter's  in  a  fair  condition ;  so  I  shall  remain  here 
through  the  summer  to  bring  all  my  matters  to  a  conclu- 
sion, Bs  well  as  yours  also  respecting  the  money  at  the 
pawnbroker's.  In  the  autumn,  I  shall  remove  permanently 
to  Florence,  as  I  am  old,  and  have  no  lime  to  return  to 
Etome.  I  shall  see  you  on  my  journey ;  and,  if  you  ^ve  me 
Michael  Angelo  to  take  with  me,  I  will  nurture  him  in 
Florence  with  greater  love  than  the  son  of  my  nephew 
Leonardo,  and  will  have  him  taught  all  that  his  father,  I 
well  know,  would  have  taught  him.  I  received  your  last 
tetter  yesterday,  the  27th  March. 

"Michael  Anqei.o.    Rome. 
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This  letter  belongs,  as  to  time,  to  a  subsequent 
period, — to  a  time  in  which  Michael  Angelo  actually 
seems  to  have  thought  for  a  moment  of  returning  to 
Florence. 

He  cared  for  Leonardo  as  if  he  were  his  own  son ; 
but,  on  tlie  other  hand,  he  required  due  attention, 
and  was  severe  when  he  thought  himself  neglected. 

"Leonardo," — he  writes  in  the  spring  of  1547,  —  "I 
have  not  been  able  to  read  your  last  letter,  and  have  thrown 
it  into  the  fire ;  I  cannot  therefore  answer  its  contents.  I 
have  written  this  to  you  more  than  once ;  every  time  a 
letter  arrives  from  you,  I  get  a  fever  before  I  can  decipher 
it-  Therefore,  from  this  time,  if  you  have  any  thing  to 
communicate  to  me,  apply  to  some  one  who  can  write ;  for  1 
have  other  things  to  do  than  to  fall  into  despair  over  your 
letters." 

Michael  Angelo  had  reason  to  complain ;  for  Leo- 
nardo's handwritii^  was  very  bad,  as  we  see  from 
some  remarks  on  his  letters,  while  Michael  Angelo's 
even,  clear  handwriting  is  the  same  in  every  letter. 

"  Messer  Giovanfraneesco,"  the  letter  goes  on  to  say, 
"  tella  me  that  you  wish  to  come  to  Rome  for  a  few  days. 
I  am  astonished  how  you  should  be  able  to  get  away 
from  Florence,  after  having  entered  upon  the  partnership 
of  which  you  tell  me.  Tate  care  not  to  throw  away  the 
money  I  sent.  Gismondo,  too,  should  think  of  this :  for  he 
who  has  not  earned  it,  knows  not  the  value  of  money;  and 
it  is  an  old  experience,  that  he  who  grows  up  in  wealth 
oAen  ends  badly  as  a  spendthrift.  Keep,  therefore,  your 
eyes  open ;  and  do  not  forget  amid  what  troubles  and  priva- 
tuna  I,  an  old  man,  spend  my  life. 
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"  A  Florentiae  citizen  came  to  me  to-day,  and  Bp<^  of 
a  girl,  one  of  the  Ginori,  in  connection  mith  whom  you  are 
mentioned  as  admiring  her.  I  do  not  believe  it  is  true.  I 
can,  however,  give  you  no  advice  in  the  matter,  as  I  do 
not  know  the  circumBtanceB ;  but  I  do  not  like  you  to  choose 
as  a  wife  one  whom  her  father  would  not  give  to  you,  if 
he  could  establish  lier  better.  My  wish  would  be,  that 
whoever  desired  to  have  jou  as  a  son-in-law  should  think 
of  you,  and  not  of  what  you  possesa.  It  seems  to  me,  that 
you  should  not  care  about  a  great  dowry,  but  that  you 
BiKiuhl  look  to  a  healthy  mind,  a  healthy  body,  good  blood, 
and  good  education,  and  wiiat  sort  of  family  it  is.  This 
only  is  necessary.  I  have  nothing  to  say  further.  Re- 
member me  to  Messer  Giovanfrancesco."  * 

When  Michael  Angelo  insists  upon  noble  blood, 
be  does  so  not  so  much  for  the  sake  of  allying  Leon- 
ardo irith  a  family  of  rank,  but,  as  Condivi  specially 
says,  because,  after  the  fashion  of  the  ancients,  he 
con^dered  good  birth  as  an  important  guarantee 
for  noble  sentiments,  —  a  belief  which  has  endured 
through  all  ages,  and  will  endure. 

Nothing  came  of  the  match.  Leonardo's  plans  of 
marriage  spread  over  years  of  correspondence,  as 
those  of  his  father,  Buonarroto,  had  done  before 
him.  Michael  Angelo  ever  returns  to  the  principles 
expressed  above,  —  good  family,  and  no  regard  to 
wealth.  Tliis  very  fact  proves  how  advantageously 
he  had  placed  his  nephew.  Eoading  Michael  Ange- 
lo's  letters  during  this  and  the  following  years,  he 
appears  as  a  quiet,  steady  man,  taking  things  prac- 
ttoally  and  cautiously,  without  sentimentality,  and 
•  See  Appendix,  Note  LSVI. 
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ezpres^g  his  opinion  vifchout  verbosity.  But  we 
muBt  remember  his  poems,  if  we  would  bring  before 
us  {he  other  side  of  his  character,  —  how  increasing 
sadness  filled  him;  how  he  was  utterly  sohtary  in 
that  sphere  in  which  his  true  life  first  began ;  and 
how  Vittoria's  picture  hovered  before  him,  wherever 
he  turned  his  thoughts.  It  was  during  the  long 
days,  and  soon  also  during  the  nights,  which  he 
passed,  as  his  illness  increased,  in  sleepless  solitude, 
when  his  sense  of  abandonment  foimd  expression  in 
those  verses  which  alone  consoled  him,  and  which  he 
wrote  down  with  no  idea  of  publicity,  and  revised 
again  and  agEnn,  —  poems  which  were  first  found 
among  his  remains  a^r  his  death. 

5. 
Michael  Angelo  had  grown  old,  and  had  worked 
Butficiently,  even  had  he  now  died,  to  leave  a  name 
behind  him,  the  greatness  of  which  no  later  artist 
could  have  rivalled.  He  had  produced  the  mightiest 
things  as  painter  and  sculptor.  And,  as  if  nature 
were  to  show  her  inexfiaiistibility  in  this  single  man, 
a  position  had  been  allotted  him  by  the  juncture 
of  events,  which  at  once  placed  before  him,  when  as 
a  young  man  he  was  just  beginning  to  work  for  him- 
self and  the  world,  the  highest  task  of  all,  and  made 
him  enter,  in  the  twenty  years  which  he  had  still 
before  him,  upon  that  work,  by  which  he  stands,  in 
architecture  also,  as  the  greatest  of  modem  masters. 
At  the  end  of  1546,  Antonio  di  San  GJallo,  the  di- 
rector of  the  building  of  St.  Peter's,  died,  and  his 
office  was  conferred  upon  Michael  Angelo. 
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Ajitonio  di  San  Gallo  was  the  last  wlio  had  kept 
alive  Bramaiite's  old  hatred  of  Michael  Angelo,  as 
the  possessor,  as  it  were,  of  an  old  and  sacred 
heritage.  The  times  of  Julius  n.  had  almost  grown 
mythical.  But,  for  long  years,  the  passions  had 
smouldered,  which  bad,  at  that  time,  burst  forUi  into 
Same. 

San  Gallo's  nature  suited  well  with  Bramante's,  in 
whose  service  he  had  entered  whUe  young.  He 
worked  resolutely,  quickly,  and  with  taste.  He  exe- 
cuted countless  things.  He  owed  his  subsequent 
good  fortune  to  Farnese,  through  whom  he  received 
a  position  with  Raphael,  when,  after  Bramante's 
death,  Giuliano  di  San  Gallo  and  Fra  Giocondo,  who 
had  been  coadjutors  with  Raphael  in  the  building  of 
St.  Peter's  Church,  retired  on  account  of  sickness 
and  old  age.  When  Raphael  also  died,  and  Peruzzi 
took  his  place,  he  worked  with  the  latter ;  and,  when 
Peruzzi  at  last  retired  also,  he  alone  was  left.  After 
Famese's  election  to  the  papal  chair,  he  became  the 
man  in  Rome  wlio  stood  foremost  in  architectural 
works. 

It  was  San  Gallo  who  had  undertaken  San  Miniato 
when  Michael  Angelo  fled  to  Venice,  and  who  built 
the  citadel  in  PJorence,  which  Michael  Angelo  dis- 
dained to  erect.  He  executed  it  with  astonishing 
rapidity.  For  the  third  time,  he  came  in  contact 
with  Michael  Angelo  at  the  building  of  the  Farnese 
palace,  which  the  pope  had  consigned  to  him.  They 
had  advanced  as  far  as  the  cornice  of  the  building, 
when  Paul,  instead  of  intrusting  it  to  Michael  An- 
gelo alone,  opened  a  competition.     Perin  del  Vaga, 
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Yasari,  and  Sebasdan  del  Piombo,  sent  in  demgos 
for  it.  Micliael  Augelo  also  made  a  drawing.  But 
he  did  not  come  himself  to  the  conference.  He 
alleged  illness  as  an  excuse :  it  seems,  however,  that 
he  did  not  wish  to  meet  San  Gallo.  The  pope  gave 
preference  to  his  drawing,  and  ordered  a  piece  of  tlie 
cornice  he  had  designed  to  be  executed  in  wood,  in 
its  natural  size ;  and  this,  placed  on  the  roof,  was 
admired  by  the  whole  of  Rome. 

This  could  not  have  been  agreeable  to  San  Grallo. 
Still  less  so,  when,  in  the  fortiiication  of  the  Vatican 
quarter  of  the  city,  which  had  been  carried  out  by 
him  up  to  a  certain  point,  Michael  Angelo  was  ag^ 
brought  forward  by  the  pope,  and,  without  ceremony, 
declared  that  the  matter  must  be  set  about  differ- 
ently. San  Gallo  urged  against  him,  that,  as  a 
painter  and  sculptor,  he  could  understand  nothing 
of  fortification ;  to  which  Michael  Angelo  replied, 
that  be  was  certainly  not  utterly  inexperienced  in 
painting  and  sculpture,  but  that  he,  nevertheless, 
knew  more  of  fortification  than  San  Gallo  and  all 
who  preceded  him.*  When  he  began  upon  this  to 
point  out  the  errors  in  detail,  such  a  clamor  arose 
that  the  pope  himself  was  obliged  to  order  silence. 
Michael  Angelo,  upon  this,  prepared  sketches  of  his 
own  for  the  works,  which  were,  indeed,  not  executed, 
but  so  much  was  effected  that  San  Gallo's  plans  were 
left  untouched. 

When  San  Cfallo's  death  occurred,  Giulio  Romano 

was  talked  of  first ;  but  he  declined  on  account  of 

illness.     After  long  entreaties,  Michael  Angelo  now 

•  Seo  Appendii,  Note  LXVIL 
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Bhowed  himself  willing  to  occupy  the  post.  He  was 
Btall  engaged  upon  the  frescos  of  the  Paolina,  which 
were  only  completed  in  1549 ;  and  his  sickness  made 
the  undertaking  of  such  an  important  post  appeal' 
doubtful.  At  last  ho  accepted  it,  but  on  the  condition 
that  he  shoiild  give  his  services  without  dsxy  pay. 

We  are  accustomed  to  consider  arcliitecture  as 
that  art  which  is  most  nearly  allied  to  mechanical 
sMll.  Leonardo  da  Vinci  laid  down  this  rule :  The 
less  resistance  afforded  by  the  material  which  is 
worked,  the  higher  the  art.  According  to  this,  there- 
fore, the  painter  stands  higher  than  the  sculptor,  the 
sculptor  is  better  than  the  architect,  the  poet  is  supe- 
rior to  the  painter.  In  the  middle  of  the  century, 
the  Jlorentine  literati,  who  were  in  search  of  inno- 
cent matter  about  which  they  might  grow  warm 
without  exciting  suspicion,  started  the  doubtful 
question  whether  painting  or  sculpture  was  the  no- 
bler art.  We  possess  many  letters  written  on  this 
subject.  They  applied  to  Michael  Angelo  for  an 
opinion.  In  his  youth,  he  might  have  perhaps 
answered  with  irony ;  in  his  old  age  he  preferred,  as 
Vasari  says,  so  to  express  things  that  they  could 
be  variously  interpreted.*  He  gave  the  gentlemen  to 
understand  that  it  was  better  to  leave  off  such  dis- 
putes, out  of  which  nothing  came ;  while  he  had  ■ 
answered  Vasari,  when  the  latter  had  one  day  asked 
bis  dedsion  upon  the  same  question,  that  sculpture 
and  painting  had  one  and  the  same  end  iu  view,  — 
an  end  reached,  however,  by  both  only  in  very  rare 


*  See  Appendix,  Note  LXT1 
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Li  flie  present  day,  no  one  would  enter  upon  such 
discussions.  There  is  no  difference  of  rank  between 
the  arts.  Only  among  those  who  practise  them  is  a 
difference  perceived  in  the  depth  of  their  feeling. 
Music,  poetry,  painting,  sculpture,  architecture, — 
all  alike  are  offered  as  a  medium  to  liim  whose  mind 
is  filled  with  a  longing  to  impart  that  sense  of  beauty 
which  Kves  ■witiiin  his  soul  to  those  who  can  appr&- 
ciate,  though  they  cannot  create. 

All  art  has  its  origin  in  the  desire  of  a  people  to 
see  that  embodied  which  tliey  consider  beautifiil  or 
sacred.  The  symbols  which  thus  arise  form  the 
vehicle  for  their  best  thoughts.  We  cannot  speak 
of  any  thing  as  a  work  of  art,  unless  a  people  can 
recognize  in  it  the  mystery  of  their  own  idea  of 
beauty ;  and  when  what  in  this  sense  we  call  a  work 
of  art  chances  to  be  placed  beside  that  produced  by 
skill,  the  difference  is  so  forcible,  that  we  may  say  it 
is  impossible  for  auy  thing  mechanical  to  rise  into  art 
without  the  aspiring  thoughts  of  a  people,  and  the 
genius  of  a  master.  Ideas  must  form  the  substance 
of  a  work  of  art ;  without  them  none  can  be  pro- 
duced. 

Architecture  furnishes  the  Amplest  proof  of  the 
truth  of  this  view.  It  seems  more  than  any  to  satisfy 
practical  necessities,  and  yet  it  has  least  to  do  with 
them.  It  has  nothing  to  do  originally  with  humau 
dwellings.  It  is  utterly  lacking  to  some  nations.  It 
is  found  only  among  those  who  possess  that  wondei> 
fill  enthusiasm  for  the  soil  on  which  they  dwell, 
which  others  are  without.  In  our  historical  experi- 
ence, the   Germanic   and   Rom^i   natioos   form  a 
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strong  contrast  even  here.  The  German  feels  his 
country  is  wherever  his  companions  are  around  him ; 
the  Roman  clings  to  the  land  on  which  he  has  been 
reared.  Wherever  bis  city  is,  be  is  at  home,  though 
all  the  inhabitants  should  have  died  or  been  carried 
away.  And  this  was  the  case  with  the  Greek,  the 
Roman,  the  Egyptian.  They  felt  so  linked  with  their 
plains  and  mountains,  that  every  rock,  every  tree, 
every  spring,  became,  as  the  dwelling-place  of  a  deity, 
a  part  of  tlieir  existence ;  while,  with  the  old  Ger- 
mans, the  gods  hovered  in  tlie  clouds,  and  marched 
with  them  wherever  the  people  turned  their  steps. 
Therefore,  among  the  people  who  possessed  this 
inward  relation  to  the  soil  of  their  home,  there  arose 
a  longing  to  confirm  by  visible  means  this  union  be- 
tween man  and  his  land,  and  hence  the  be^ning 
of  architecture:  efforts  to  make  that  their  own  to 
the  utmost,  which  they  held  most  dear  ;  to  sanctify 
the  beloved  soil  to  the  eye  by  visible  monuments. 
And  thus  the  pyramids,  the  obelisks,  and  temples  of 
the  Egyptians  were  living  tokens  of  tlie  people  who 
desired  to  strengthen  their  power  by  tlicm :  the  land 
was  theirs,  and  they  raised  these  buildings  to  prove 
it !  And  the  temples  of  the  Acropolis  and  the  Capi- 
tol were,  as  it  were,  jewels  which  the  people  set  in 
the  golden  soil  of  their  home,  crowns  and  golden 
chains  which  they  placed  upon  it.  The  rocks  witli 
which  the  fate  of  the  cities  was  allied,  were  to  he 
adorned  just  as  they  would  bo  defended.  And, 
therefore,  the  first  origin  of  architecture  was  not  the 
impulse  to  bnild  dwelling-places,  even  for  the  gods, 
but  the  instinct  to  raise  tower  on  tower,  Eind  to  give 
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a  noUe  form  to  the  work,  to  polish  rocks  withm  and 
without,  and  to  erect  columns.  It  was  the  belief  that 
the  protecting  deity  of  tlie  land  abided  with  them, 
while,  as  it  were,  they  adorned  the  land  itself,  and 
invested  it  with  attractive  beauty.  Where,  on  the 
whole  terrestrial  globe,  could  Pallas  Athene  have  felt 
a  dwelling  more  worthy  of  her  than  the  Acropolis  ? 
and  where  could  the  whole  assembly  of  gods  have 
lived  but  in  Greece  ?  The  temples  were  their  abodes. 
Slowly,  as  civilization  advanced,  the  idea  sprang  up, 
in  these  at  hrst  planless  sacred  buildings,  that,  as  the 
gods  had  human  forms,  the  form  of  human  habitar 
tioiis  for  them  might  be  a  guide  to  thought.  And 
thus,  out  of  the  idea  of  the  inaccessible  in  itself, 
arising  from  that  of  the  untrodden  space  in  which 
the  most  Holy  One  dwelt,  and  to  which  the  temple 
formed  but  the  entrance,  the  sacred  architecture  of 
the  ancient  nations  flourished ;  while  the  Germans, 
dwelling  scattered  through  the  land,  had  no  Acropo- 
lis to  leave  when  they  changed  their  habitations,  and, 
making  retired  woods  the  abodes  of  their  gods ;  they 
only  began  to  cultivate  an  architecture  when  it  was 
brought  into  their  land  with  a  foreign  religion,  as 
Bomething  already  complete. 

Hence  architecture  is  the  first  and  the  earhest  of 
the  arts, — the  source  of  painting  and  sctdpture  firom 
the  adorning  of  the  temple  walls ;  the  source  of 
music  aud  poetry  from  the  solemn  processions, 
Every  thing  secular  in  the  arts  is  a  foreign  element 
that  has  been  subsequently  acquired.  But,  singular 
to  say,  it  is  only  with  the  admission  of  this  secular 
element  that  art  has  flourished  in  all  its  richneae. 
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For  only  when  men  appear,  who  begin  ; 
theu"  own  thoughts  in  addition  to  this  universal  feel- 
ing, is  that  freedom  possible  which  gives  the  highest 
development  to  an  art.  The  antique  images  of  the 
gods  remained  stiff  and  lifeless  till  artists  came  for- 
ward who  mingled  their  own  especial  views  of  human 
beauty  with  that  demanded  by  religious  necessity. 
The  Egyptians,  therefore,  whose  sculpture  reached 
such  a  height,  were  yet  really  without  an  art  in  tliis 
-respect.  Not  one  of  their  statues  exhibits  individual 
ideas  as  their  buildings  do.  Hence  the  statues  of 
the  Christian  Madonna  only  became  works  of  art, 
capable  of  piercing  the  heart,  when  the  painter, 
secretly  at  first,  gave  to  the  divine  countenance  the 
features  of  some  well-loved  woman. 

The  decline  of  painting  and  sculpture,  however, 
began  when  the  sacred  element  wholly  disappeared, 
and  when  the  ai-tist's  single  aim  was  to  satisfy  the 
purchaser  of  the  work, 

Michael  Angelo,  both  in  painting  and  sculpture, 
stood  at  the  point  where  decline  began.  In  archi- 
tecture, other  causes  are  at  work.  Architectural 
art  declines  with  the  common  power  of  the  people. 
Arcliitecture  is  the  least  individual  of  the  arts.  It 
is  rather  the  symbol  of  tlie  physical  power  of  nations 
than  of  their  mental  power.  It  expresses  the  extent 
and  might  of  their  pohtical  greatness ;  the  oppres- 
sion rather  that  they  exercise  over  others,  than  the 
freedom  by  which  they  become  great  in  themselves. 
Nations,  who  are  the  slaves  of  their  princes,  can 
produce  an  architecture  which  is  beautiful  and  mag- 
nificent, while  other  arts  languish.    Thus  it  was  in 
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the  fflzteea&  century.  The  apostasy  of  Gfermanj 
iroDi  Rome  brought  about  in  Europe  an  intellectual 
advancement  and  a  gathering  together,  not  of  the 
German,  but  of  the  Roman  people,  who,  united  by 
the  renewed  power  of  Catholicism  and  by  common 
political  views,  maintained  themselves  for  almost  two 
centuries  above  the  Protestant  lands,  until  their 
iirealting-up  at  length  took  place.  Michael  Angelo's 
architecture  represents  this  period  of  excitement; 
and  the  gigantic  building  of  St.  Peter's  Church 
might  be  compared  with  the  immense  efforts  with 
which  the  reformed  Romish  Church  endeavored  to 
assert  herself.  For,  to  the  Romans,  the  Chiirch 
itself  is  a  sacred  place ;  to  the  Germans,  the  assembly 
of  the  fiiithful  is  the  Church.  The  Germans  care 
little  about  the  soil  on  which  their  convictions  pre- 
vail ;  while  the  subjects  of  the  Papal  Church  are 
divided  into  provinces,  the  limits  of  which  are  kept 
under  the  eye  of  Rome,  and  which  they  endeavor  to 
enlarge  by  new  churches  as  by  defensive  forts.  The 
model  for  these  religious  fortifications  was  formed 
by  the  Church  of  St.  Peter,  in  the  style  of  which 
they  continued  to  build  through  the  seventeentb 
century. 

The  union  of  the  visible  with  spiritual  power  was 
peculiar  from  the  first  to  the  Roman-Catholio  Church. 
As  the  old  Romans  had  made  their  Capitol  the 
flower,  as  it  were,  of  their  city,  around  which,  as  an 
ideal  centre,  Rome  unfolded  her  luxuriant  growth 
on  all  sides ;  so,  after  the  city  had  become  the  seat 
of  the  popes  as  ber  sole  masters,  the  aim  of  the 
spiritual  princes  was  to  place  a  new  ecclesiastical 
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Capitol  hy  the  side  of  the  old  one.  to  which  the  in- 
habitants, even  after  every  trace  of  secular  rule  in 
the  old  sense  had  heen  lost,  might  cling  with  super- 
Btitious  reverence.  The  popes  founded  a  new  caty 
by  the  side  of  the  old,  to  the  north,  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  Tiber,  where  St.  Peter's  Church  with  the 
Vatican  palaces  formed  the  centre  of  Christian 
Rome ;  and  all  the  riches  of  Christendom  were 
poured  forth  to  establish  in  its  splendor  this  objecl 
of  universal  longing.  The  church  which  Michael 
Angelo  was  to  rebuild,  was  the  first  and  the  most 
sacred.  At  the  period  of  its  rebuilding,  the  terri- 
tory of  the  Catholic  world  was  transformed  from  an 
unconnected  feudal  State  into  an  absolute  monarchy: 
the  new  St.  Peter's  witnessed  a  mightier  worship 
than  the  old  one  out  of  whose  walls  it  rose  (for,  for 
a  time,  both  churclies  were  standing  at  once,  as  they 
went  forward  step  by  step,  breaking  down  and  build- 
ing up)  ;  and  as,  centuries  before,  the  Gothic  style 
had  passed  over  Europe,  remoulding  every  thing, 
until  scarcely  a  building  was  exempt  from  the  touch 
of  this  mighty  fashion,  so  now  the  architecture  of 
St.  Peter's  began  its  victorious  march  through  the 
world,  and  new  fa9ades,  if  not  domes,  were  added  to 
every  building. 

No  form  of  art  is  so  fettered  as  that  to  which  ar- 
chitects belong.  Their  work  depends  on  the  soil  on 
which  it  is  to  stand ;  on  the  materials  with  which  it 
is  created;  on  the  time  which  the  money  allows;  on 
the  whim  of  the  commissioners,  who  often  bring  for^ 
ward  other  masters  with  other  plans.  But,  when  all 
this  is  favorable,  the  strongest  infiuence  is  unavoid- 
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ably  exercised  over  the  new  edifice  by  the  adjacent 
buildings  already  finished.  Architects  stand  in  a 
relation  to  each  otiier,  as  regards  imitation,  more 
than  any  other  artists.  Hence  the  development  of 
a  style  can  he  nowhere  more  clearly  followed  out 
than  in  architecture ;  and  it  may  be  safely  assumed, 
that,  when  sudden  transitions  appear,  these  are  either 
to  be  ascribed  to  the  effect  of  more  remote  models, 
or  to  the  loss  of  the  intermediate  process.  The 
transitions  from  the  Egyptian  architecture  to  the 
Greek  would  lie  undoubtedly  clearly  before  us,  if 
too  much  belonging  to  those  ages  had  not  been  de- 
stroyed. From  the  Greek,  however,  to  our  own  day, 
the  line  may  be  shown  in  an  almost  unbroken  course ; 
how  one  century  has  used  the  works  of  the  preceding ; 
how  the  Greek  style  has  produced  the  Boman,  the 
Boman  the  Romanic,  the  Bomanic  the  Gothic. 

Sculpture  and  painting  keep  equal  pace  with  the 
(esthetic  culture  of  nations,  as  architecture  does  with 
their  political  progress.  Therefore,  as  the  former 
began  to  decline  under  the  Roman  emperors,  archi- 
tecture advanced;  and,  as  heathenism  passed  into 
Christianity,  the  Romish  temple  was  changed  at  the 
same  time  into  the  Christiaii  basilica.  The  division 
of  the  empire  caused  the  different  development  of 
the  same  style  in  the  East  and  West.  From  the 
imitatious  of  the  Byzantine  forms  under  the  Moham- 
medan  rule  in  Asia  and  Egypt,  there  arose  that 
which  made  its  way,  as  the  Gotliic,  across  the  sea 
into  Venice,  Sicily,  Naples,  Spain,  and  through 
Southern  France,  into  Germany.  Tlie  flourishing 
condition  of  the  cities  in  Germany  at  the  time  of  the 
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appearance  of  the  Gothic,  aud  the  consequent  deare 
for  splendid  buildings,  allowed  tliis  style  to  attain  to 
the  perfection  it  reached  in  Germany ;  while  with  its 
upward-soaring  Knes,  dividing  tlie  building  in  height, 
it  was  never  able  to  overcome  the  length  of  the 
Italian  style  of  buUdiug,  and  was  speedily  given  up 
again  in  places  where  the  influence  of  antique 
models  existed. 

I  do  not  doubt,  that,  if  at  the  time  when  the  Gothic 
forests  spriuig  up  throughout  Europe,  there  had 
been  popes  in  Rome  possessing  the  money  and  power 
of  subsequent  ones,  all  would  have  been  Gothicized 
there  as  elsewhere.  As  it  was,  however,  little  was 
built  there  in  this  style,  and  the  old  basilicas  and 
the  remains  of  antique  works  were  left  untouched ; 
the  former  unchanged,  the  latter  used  to  a  slight 
estent,  for  the  sake  of  the  material.  For  what  has 
been  pulled  down  in  Rome  and  elsewhei"e  seems  to 
amount  to  more  than  conquest  aud  plunder  ever 
destroyed;  and  the  pulling- down  was  carried  on 
everywhere  unceasingly. 

After  the  return  of  the  popes  from  Avignon,  how- 
ever, that  mental  movement  began  which  turned 
with  eagerness  to  ancient  literature.  The  reverence 
even  for  old  buildings  was  revived.  Florence  looked 
to  Rome.  While  in  Germany,  Spain,  and  France, 
the  Gfothic  gained  ground,  in  Rome  the  remains  of 
the  old  buildings  stood  in  new  romantic  splendor. 
By  a  mighty  step  backwards  over  a  whole  succession 
of  centuries  full  of  natural  progress  and  develop- 
ment, the  remains  of  antique  creations  in  arcbitec}- 
tore,   as  well   as  in   poetry  and   philosophy,   were 
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brouglit  forward  as  models.  From  thevault  of  the 
PautheoD  rose  the  dome  of  Santa  Maria  del  Fiore ; 
from  that,  that  of  St.  Peter's ;  and  from  this,  all  the 
churches  in  all  countries,  which  arose  either  in  direct 
imitation  of  Michael  Angelo,  or  after  the  form  pre- 
scribed by  him. 

How  this  was  done ;  how  the  outward  forms  of 
antique  biiildings  effected  an  influence  at  first ; 
how  the  constructive  power  then  came  into  play ; 
how  different  masters  drew  direct  from  this  common 
source  j  and  how,  at  the  same  time,  that  which  was 
built  in  this  manner  led  to  a  distinct  understanding 
of  the  antique,  —  all  this  would  be  possible  to  show, 
but  would  be  of  no  use  here.  There  are  studies 
which  catmot  be  pursued  without  devoting  one's  self 
wholly  to  them.  The  essentials  iu  architecture  aro 
proportion,  due  relation  between  height  and  breadth : 
that  which  the  public  caro  for  most,  the  ornamental 
part,  holds  a  second  place.  He  who  would  under- 
stand any  thing  of  this,  must  endeavor  to  see  for  him- 
self. We  can  only  write  for  him  who  has  already 
gathered  bis  own  experiences. 

Michael  Angelo  began  late  to  come  forward  as  an 
architect  on  a  large  scale.  The  art  was  not  foreign 
to  liim  from  the  first.  I  find,  indeed,  no  authentic 
proof  that  he  made  the  plans  for  the  fortifications  of 
Oivita  Tecchia  for  Julius  H.  The  first  time  that  he 
appeared  as  an  architect,  was  in  the  facade  of  San 
Lorenzo.  This  was  followed  by  the  sacristy  and  the 
library:  these  established  his  reputation  and  las 
gchool. 

But  what  had  raised  Michael  Angelo  at  a  much 
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earlier  period,  in  the  liighest  sense,  above  all  other 
arcliitects,  is  that,  even  in  the  ceiling-painting  of  the 
Sistine  Chapel,  he  brought  to  view  a  grand  whole, 
such  as  none  besides  him  could  have  devised.  Mi- 
chael Angelo  was  the  first  able  to  imaghie  the  colossal 
in  a  colossal  manner.  And  in  this  way  he  devised 
the  dome  of  St.  Peter's.  We  need  only  compare 
Antonio  di  San  Gallo's  model  witli  his,  to  feel  where 
the  difference  lies.  San  Gallo  raised  tower  above 
tower,  increased,  added  one  thing  to  another,  and 
thus  brought  together  a  great  but  divisible  mass. 
The  small,  however,  does  not  become  colossal  by 
making  it  double  or  threefold :  magnitude  must 
belong  to  the  form  when  it  is  devised.  In  this  spirit, 
Michael  Angelo  made  his  plan.  He  arranged  every 
proportion  according  to  the  extent  of  the  whole 
work.  So  colossal  is  his  St,  Peter's,  that,  while  all 
that  Bramante  and  his  lite  executed  appears  as  the 
amplification  of  ideas  originally  small  and  even 
petty,  the  very  imitations  of  St.  Peter's,  on  a  re- 
duced scale,  have  always  a  colossal  effect.  Just  as 
the  melodies  of  Handel  and  Beethoven,  even  when 
executed  in  the  most  modest  manner,  make  us  feel 
the  extent  of  grandeur  of  which  they  would  be  ca- 
pable ;  while  melodies  of  other  masters,  even  when 
produced  by  the  largest  orchestra,  with  all  the 
accompaniments  of  drums  and  trumpets,  never  lose 
tlieir  true  character  of  being  only  petty  and  trifling. 
Bramante,  Peruzzi,  and  the  San  GalU,  were  besides 
most  successful  in  their  smaller  buildings.  In  these 
they  often  exhibit  an  enchanting  elegance.  Brar 
mante   has   executed   many  things  of  this  sort  in 
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Rome.  Peruzzi  truly  beautified  Siena  by  them ;  aad 
the  San  Galli  built  exquisite  churches  in  Tuscany, 
of  a  medium  size,  in  elegant  anticpie  forms.  But 
none  of  them  understood  how  to  work  on  a  larger 
scaie.  Michael  Angelo's  only  predecessor,  who,  had 
he  lived  longer,  would  have  equalled  him,  is  Raphael. 
The  fagade  of  the  palace  in  Rome,  the  only  work  of 
his  which  remains,  and  the  house  which  was  built  in 
Florence  after  his  design,  are  executed  with  perfect 
taste.  Had  death  not  removed  him  so  soon,  he 
would  have  exhibited  his  power  on  St.  Peter's  itself; 
for,  with  increasing  years,  he  applied  himself  more 
and  more  to  architecture,  and  his  last  work  shows 
him  to  have  been  completely  devoted  to  this  study. 

It  is  strange  that  his  nature  urged  him  so  early  to 
take  the  same  course  which  Michael  Angelo  adopted 
in  later  life.  He  must  have  felt  that  painting  is 
only  the  handmaid  of  architecture,  and  he  turned 
to  her  as  mistress.  Architecture  makes  men  feel 
commanding.  This  is  why  princes  build  so  readily ; 
they  prefer  this  art  to  aU  others.  The  feeling  of 
creating  is  most  satisfied  in  large  buildings.  Archi- 
tecture approaches  most  closely  to  the  work  of  na- 
ture. The  expression  that  we  use  in  speaking  of 
churches  and  palaces,  that  they  seem  to  have  grown 
out  of  tlie  soil,  contains  a  touch  of  that  transport 
with  which  a  man  would  regard  himself,  were  he  the 
creator  of  a  range  of  mountains,  which  had  arisen  in 
obedience  to  his  work  and  mind,  where  before  lay  a 
level  plain,  or  a  formless  rock.  The  ambition  which 
increases  in  men  with  years  seems  to  rise  beyond 
the  salas&ctiou  of  creating  only  the  beautiful  and  the 
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enchanliiig.  Something  imposiDg,  somefhing  orer- 
whelming,  they  long  to  produce ;  and  this  architec- 
ture alone  can  effect. 

It  is  with  reverential  awe  that  we  iirst  behold,  and 
then  enter,  a.  large  and  beautifully  finished  building. 
The  comparison,  that  architecture  is  frozen  music, 
has  been  much  disputed ;  yet  it  arose  in  the  mind  of 
a  man  who  found  no  other  image  by  wMch  to  desig- 
nate the  mute  and  sublime  melody  with  which  the 
animated  mass  filled  his  soul.  Such  moments  are 
not  to  be  forgotten.  It  will  never  vanish  from  my 
mind,  how  at  night,  after  the  complete  illumination 
of  St.  Peter's,  while  the  lamps  were  still  burning, 
but  the  throngs  of  people  had  long  disappeared,  I 
stood  alone  at  the  foot  of  the  obelisk  on  that  square 
before  St,  Peter's,  which  takes  in  the  splendid  colon- 
nade in  its  full  extent.  Before  me  was  the  church, 
separated  by  lines  of  light  from  the  dark  sky,  like  a 
vision  of  fancy ;  and  at  the  same  time  the  feeling  rose 
within  me,  that  it  was  no  dream,  but  a  work  raised 
by  human  hands,  and  that  I  myself  belonged  to  the 
race  of  human  beings  who  had  built  it.  The  fa§ade 
stood  before  me  in  its  grand  lines,  free  from  all  those 
non-essential  ornaments  with  which  Michael  Angelo's 
successors  had  overloaded  it ;  the  dome  rose  up  as 
if  built  of  ice,  illuminated  with  the  glow  of  evening, 
and  the  point  seemed  to  lose  itself  in  the  night,  like 
the  summit  of  a  moimtain  which  is  a  long  way  off. 
It  was  perfectly  still  all  around  me,  and  the  two 
fountains  alone  roared  unceasingly. 

Such  a  view  shows  the  artist's  design.  In  hie 
mind  those  lines  stood  out  just  as  clearly,  when  the 
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idea  of  the  work  rose  before  him  for  the  first  time, 
undestroyed  by  weather,  imeuciiiubered  with  subsa- 
quent  omameiit,  undisturbed  by  the  bustle  of  the 
world,  —  alone,  as  though  there  were  only  that  one 
building  on  the  earth,  and  all  others  stood  in  the 
shadow  of  its  majesty. 

How  thoroughly  that  peculiarity  which  appears  so 
strikiug  in  Michael  Angelo's  architecture,  —  of  worh- 
ing  from  a  whole,  and  having  the  idea  of  the  com- 
plete structure  ever  in  view  from  the  first,  making 
it  the  aim  of  all  subsequent  effort,  —  was  at  work 
in  him,  is  shown  by  the  two  other  arts  in  which  he 
excelled.  His  first  sketches  were  only  general  con- 
fused outlines,  which  he  gradually  formed  into  the 
most  delicate  lines.  From  the  first  they  were  there: 
he  only  brought  them  out  by  subsequent  work.  And 
this  was  the  case  with  his  statues  also  ;  his  bust  of 
Brutus,  still  completely  covered  over  with  marks 
of  the  chisel,  seems,  in  spite  of  aU,  to  conjure  up  tlie 
man  before  our  view.  And  with  his  buildings  also, 
the  general  expression  is  the  most  powerful.  It 
surpasses  ail  the  detail.  Michael  Augelo  had  laws 
before  him,  of  which  we  hear  no  more  at  the  present 
day.  He  repeated  it  after  Vitrnvius  perhaps,  but 
certainly  not  without  having  himself  tested  it  as 
true,  that  he  only  who  is  acquainted  with  human 
anatomy  is  able  to  form  an  idea  of  the  necessity  of 
an  architecturid  plan.  Every  part  increasingly  ne- 
cessitates the  next,  and  nothing  may  be  done  with- 
out having  the  whole  in  mind.  And  hence,  so  much 
the  more,  none  of  Michael  Angelo's  works,  which 
were  left  uncompleted,  ought  to  be  judged  by  the 
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aspect  they  present  in  their  unfinished  state.  He 
would  not  have  acknowledged  them  as  his  own 
creations. 

It  may  therefore  be  supposed,  that  the  alterations 
which  he  undertook  in  the  building  of  St.  Peter's 
Church  were  of  the  most  decided  character. 

Bramante  laid  the  foundation-stone  in  1506.  What 
was  commenced  by  him  were  the  four  immense  pil- 
lars, on  the  top  of  which  the  dome  rests,  the  height 
of  which  was  as  great  as  if  the  foundation  of  the 
Pantheon  had  been  laid  upon  them,  to  be  raised  a 
second  time.  Bramante  did  not  get  beyond  the 
erection  of  the  pillars,  their  connection  with  each 
other,  and  tlie  arch  over  the  tribune ;  and,  as  all  this 
occupied  tlie  lower  end  of  the  old  St.  Peter's,  it  was 
only  necessary  to  pull  down  the  half  of  it.  A  wall 
was  drawn  across ;  and,  during  the  building,  they 
used  the  front  part  of  the  long  basilica,  the  facade 
and  steps  of  which  remained  untouched  long  after 
the  time  of  Michael  Angelo. 

After  Bramante's  death,  when  Raphael,  Fra  Gio- 
condo,  and  Giuliano  di  San  Gallo  undertook  the 
building,  it  was  evident,  that,  before  they  could  pro- 
ceed further,  the  foundations  must  be  strengthened. 
Tasari  describes  the  proceeding  adopted  by  San 
Gallo  and  Fra  Giocondo.  Raphael  prepared  the  new 
ground-plan.  Bramante  had  designed  the  dome  as 
the  centre  of  four  divisions,  equally  large,  and  meet- 
ing together  in  the  form  of  a  cross.  Itaphael 
lengthened  the  front  division,  so  that  the  Greek  cross 
became  a  Latin  one,  one  beam  of  which  stretches 
out  farther  than  the  others. 
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Pernzzi,  who  after  Eaphael  was  appointed  to  direct 
the  building,  prepared  a  new  plan  ag^n,  to  which 
Vasari  awards  the  highest  praise,  and  which  limited 
the  proportions  of  the  preceding  to  a  more  reduced 
form.  There  was  little  money  to  expend  under 
Clement  Vil.  Julius  and  Leo  had  built  with  real 
zeal:  the  undertaking  suited  their  ambitious  ideas. 
Clement  seems  to  have  had  no  predilection  for  the 
work.  After  the  conquest  of  the  city,  the  building 
was  discontinued.  Paul  III.  took  it  up ;  and  Per- 
uzzi,  having  returned  from  his  flight,  again  assumed 
the  direction  of  the  building,  which  he  held  until 
his  death. 

Now  came  Antonio  di  San  Gallo's  turn,  who  had 
worked  with  Perozzi  for  a  time ;  and  with  him,  again, 
a  new  plan  appeared.  Peruzzi's  design  was  rejected 
as  too  trifling ;  and  the  old  size  was  decided  on  as 
the  only  worthy  one.  The  pillars  were  again  to  be 
strengthened  at  the  foundations.  For  ten  years  they 
conliniied  to  work  thus,  and  much  money  was  ex- 
pended ;  and,  at  San  Gallo's  death,  not  much  more 
was  accomplished  than  that  the  four  piUara  were 
erected,  and  formed  into  a  quadrangle  by  arches 
that  connected  them  with  each  other.  These  arches 
are  round,  and  so  lai^e  in  dimension  that  the  height 
of  their  concavity  amounts  to  more  than  half  the 
height  of  the  pillars  on  which  they  stand.  A  great 
deal  of  work  had  been  executed  in  these  forty  years ; 
for  there  are  no  pillars  and  arches  like  these  in  the 
world,  and  in  addition  to  them  there  was  the  work 
under  ground.  Still,  when  ]Ujchael  Angelo  under- 
took the  work,  he  could  give  the  building  itself  anj 
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form  he  pleased ;  and  as,  from  henceforth,  his  pious, 
for  the  dome,  at  any  rate,  were  carried  out,  he  stands 
as  the  real  founder  of  the  church.  Only  in  one 
point  was  his  plan  subsequently  departed  from  :  for 
while  be  liad  returned  to  the  original  plan  of  Bra- 
mante,  upon  which  be  lavished  the  greatest  praise, 
the  form  of  the  Latin  cross  was  at  length  again 
adopted ;  and  a  long  nave  was  biult  in  front,  by  the 
projecting  fa9ade  of  which  the  view  of  the  dome  is 
hidden  from  the  spectator  who  is  not  looking  upon 
it  from  a  height  or  distance.  This  facade,  too,  is 
not  Michael  Angelo's  work.  His  own  was  simple 
and  grand. 

Michael  Angelo's  criticism  of  what  had  been  done 
up  to  the  time  of  his  entering  upon  office,  and  of 
what  was  now  to  be  done,  is  contained  in  a  letter, 
which  he  must  have  written  at  the  period  of  the  first 
negotiations  respecting  his  appointment  as  chief 
architect.  "  Bramante,"  he  writes, "  was,  if  any  one 
deserves  the  name,  one  of  the  most  able  architects 
since  the  days  of  the  ancients.  He  made  the  first 
design  for  St.  Peter,  Without  confusion,  clear  and 
compact,  well  lighted  and  open  on  all  sides,  ho 
wished  so  to  place  the  church,  that  it  should  in  no- 
wise interfere  with  the  Vatican  palace.  And,  as  is 
evident  now,  wiiatever  the  standard  of  beauty,  who- 
ever departs  from  his  idea  as  San  Gallo  did,  departs 
from  the  very  rules  of  art.  Whoever  examines  the 
model  impartially  must  see  this.  San  Gallo's  circu- 
lar building  takes  away  the  lightness  of  Bramante'a 
plan,  which  of  itself  in  tiiis  respect  is  so  deficient, 
from  its  many  angles  and  recesses  above  and  beneath 
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the  ch(rire,  affording  places  of  retreat  for  false  coin- 
ers, lurking-places  for  fugitives,  and  opportunity  for 
all  possible  knaveries.  For,  when  it  is  sliut  up  at 
night,  it  would  at  least  take  five  and  twenty  persona 
to  find  out  whether  any  one  is  concealed  there ;  and 
even  then  there  would  be  some  difficulty  in  hunting 
bJTTi  from  his  lurking-place.  It  would  be  necessary, 
besides,  in  carrying  out  the  building  projected  by 
San  Gallo,  to  pull  down  the  Paolina  Chapel  and  a 
part  of  the  palace ;  indeed,  even  the  Sistine  Chapel 
would  not  remain  untouched. 

"  When,  however,  that  which  has  already  been 
completed  of  this  circular  building  is  said  to  have 
cost  a  hundred  thousand  crowns,  it  is  an  untruth : 
for  it  might  have  been  done  with  sixteen  thousand ; 
and,  if  it  is  now  taken  down,  the  loss  can  be  but 
slight.  For  the  hewn  stones  and  foundations  come 
very  opportunely  just  now ;  and  two  hundred  thou- 
sand crowns  would  be  spared  in  the  building  itself, 
while  it  would  acquire  three  hundred  years  of  addi- 
tional durability.  This  is  my  impartial  opinion. 
For,  if  I  carry  it  out,  it  will  be  to  my  own  great 
disadvantage.  I  shEJl  be  glad  if  you  will  communi- 
cate all  this  to  the  pope.  I  do  not  feel  myself  well 
enough." 

Thus  he  writes  to  some  one  whom  he  calls  Barto- 
iomeo."  By  the  disadvantage,  he  meant  the  possi- 
bility of  his  propiKals  being  accepted,  and  of  his 
being  obliged  to  undertake  the  building,  which  was 
contrary  to  his  wish.  But  the  pope  agreed  to  them. 
With  regard  to  the  circular  building  condemned  by 
■  See  Appendix,  Note  LXIX. 
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Michael  Angelo,  he  alladed  to  the  extended  colotmade 
three  stories  high,  which,  eridently  iii  imitation  of 
the  Coliseum,  encircles  the  heart  of  the  building,  and 
gives  it  a  round  form.  Sail  Gallo's  model,  which, 
still  in  good  preservation,  stands  in  a  chamber  be- 
longing to  St.  Peter's  Church,  and  is  so  large  that 
one  can  walk  about  its  interior,  accurately  shows 
what  was  intended.  According  to  tliis,  the  whole 
appears  as  a  mass  of  infinitely  small  pieces  of  archi- 
tecture, small  also  in  their  conception ;  whilst  the 
interior,  simple  and  grand,  bears  its  present  appear- 
ance, except  that  the  dome  is  dark  and  paltiy. 
When  Michael  Angelo  one  day  appeared  at  the 
building  to  inspect  San  Gallo's  model,  he  found 
his  whole  party  there,  —  la  setta  Sangalleaca,  as 
Vasari  calls  them,  —  and  they  gave  vent  to  their 
vexation.  They  were  glad,  they  said,  that  Michael 
Angelo  would  take  the  trouble :  San  Gallo's  plan 
was  a  good  iield  for  him  to  feed  on.  "You  are 
quite  right  there,"  was  his  reply.  Unintelligible 
enough,  indeed,  to  those  whom  he  intended  to  hit; 
for  his  meaning  was,  as  he  explained  to  others,  tliat 
they  were  right  in  calling  the  plan  a  field,  as  they 
had  judged  as  beasts. 

At  the  present  day,  but  small  penetration  is  re- 
quired to  perceive  the  difference  between  the  two 
misters.  Not  far  from  San  Gallo's  model,  in  an 
adjoining  room,  there  stands  Michael  Angclo's  plan 
for  the  dome,  executed  in  wood,  in  which  every  thii^ 
is  given,  up  to  the  smallest  stone  and  beam,  so  that 
after  his  death  it  could  be  carried  out  with  acciiraey, 
Michael  prepared  it  for   twenty-fire   crowns,  while 
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San  Gallo  reckoned  upon  one  thousand  crowns  for 
Mb,  Still,  Michael  Angelo's  is  by  far  more  simple, 
and  smaller  in  extent.  But  what  botli  desired  is 
evident.  Michael  Angelo  had  in  his  mind  a  new 
style  of  arcliitectme,  grandly  designed  and  self-de- 
pendent; while  San  Gallo  only  borrowed  from  others, 
and,  without  starting  with  a  perfect  idea  of  his  own, 
combined  as  well  as  he  could  all  the  treasures  of  his 
memory. 

Michael  Angelo's  first  work  was  to  strengthen 
the  four  pillars  still  more,  so  that  they  might 
bear  the  dome  more  securely ;  then  he  placed  on 
the  arches  the  circular  tower-like  building  called 
the  drum  ;  and  it  was  not  till  after  his  death  that  the 
double  dome  was  completely  raised  upon  this.  Many 
views  of  Rome  in  the  sixteenth  century  exhibit  the 
church  in  its  unfinished  condition :  in  front,  the  old 
facade, — a  great  smooth  surface  of  wall,  the  doors 
and  windows  simply  cut  in  it ;  and  between  these 
the  wall  was  covered  with  paintings.  Towering  far 
behind  it,  upon  the  still  irregular  and  rude  substruc- 
ture, was  the  drum,  like  an  immense  temple  sur- 
rounded with  pillars,  rising  in  the  sky,  open  and 
roofless,  and  wonderful  to  look  at.  As  at  the  present 
day,  standing  in  the  square  before  the  church,  the 
&ont  fa9ade,  which  is  not  Michael  Angelo's  work, 
covere  the  drum  as  iar  as  the  dome,  which  was  also 
only  built  after  his  death,  we  may  say  that  Michael 
Angelo  never  really  saw  during  his  life  aught  of  that 
which  St.  Peter's  ordinarily  presents  to  view.  He 
did  not  at  all  design  the  colonnades  surrounding  the 
square;   and   the   obelisk   and  fountains  were  also 
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placed  in  the  centre  of  tlie  square  by  subsequent 
architects. 

The  columns  surrounding  the  drum,  with  the 
windows  between,  and  tlie  position  of  the  dome 
above  them,  is  a  triumph  of  arcliitectui'al  beauty. 
All  appears  as  light  and  Bymmctrlcal  as  if  it  had 
grown  there.  And  yet  we  must  not  forget  that  even 
liere  Michael  Angelo's  model  was  not  perfectly 
carried  out ;  for  these  pillars,  which,  placed  in  pairs, 
do  not  touch  the  wall,  but  standing  apart  from  it 
form  a  kind  of  corridor  round  the  drum,  were  in- 
tended to  have  their  capitals,  wliich  now  project 
baldly,  adorned  with  pedestals  surmounted  with 
statues,  which  were  to  surround  the  dome  like  tapers. 
Many  think  to  discover  a  fault  'here,  because  they  do 
not  know  Michael  Angelo's  design.  It  is  just  in  this, 
however,  that  he  shows  himself  so  great  as  an  archi- 
tect, tliat  he  did  not  regard  sculpture-work  as  an 
ornament  to  be  introduced  or  omitted  at  will ;  but 
regarded  it  as  an  architectural  element,  necessary  to 
the  harmony  of  the  whole. 

Considered  also  from  within,  when,  throwing  the 
head  back,  we  look  up  into  the  dome,  it  presents  a 
marvellous  view.  Below  the  windows  of  the  drum 
there  is  a  circle  of  %ures,  appearing  on  a  white 
ground  in  delicate  gray  shadow,  and  with  golden 
lights.  The  ornaments  below,  including  those  of  the 
arches,  the  facing  of  the  columns,  the  statues,  and 
the  paintings,  belong  to  later  times,  and  have  little 
to  do  with  Michael  Augelo. 

This  endless  ornament,  with  which  the  entire 
ohurch  is  filled,  and  which,  without  regard  to  archi- 
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tectnre,  is  placed  wherever  there  is  room  for  it,  is  to 
blame  for  the  fact  that  the  building  does  not  appear 
in  its  true  grandeur  at  first  sight.  The  eye,  that 
Tould  like  to  wander  freely  over  the  mass,  is  con- 
fused and  diverted  by  countless  tilings.  By  frequent 
visits  to  the  church,  we  become  accustomed  to  this ; 
we  overlook  the  unimportant,  and  allow  the  propor- 
tions to  have  their  true  effect.  "Wc  then  perceive 
the  grand  power  of  the  pillars  and  arches ;  and  the 
distances,  which  could  at  first  be  scarcely  estimated, 
become  conceivable.  I  remember  entering  one  after- 
noon. In  front  of  where  I  stood,  a  great  stream  of 
Gunhght  came  through  the  side  window,  casting  a 
broad  light  between  the  arches  across  the  ground, 
while,  behind,  it  grew  gradually  more  dusky  up  to 
the  furthermost  recesses  where  darkness  reigned ; 
and  over  the  vault  containing  the  bones  of  St.  Peter, 
in  the  very  centre  of  the  dome,  3  corona  of  golden 
lamps  was  burning.  This  appeared  in  infinite  dis- 
tance. The  shadowy  arches  rose  gigantically  above 
it ;  and  the  organ,  which  accompanied  the  holy  ser- 
vice they  were  celebrating,  only  reached  me  as  a  soft 
murmur.  It  seemed  as  if  tlie  church  had  increased 
twofold  since  I  last  entered  it. 

Walking  round  the  roof,  between  the  roofe  of  the 
dde  chapels,  which,  towering  above  the  flat  surface, 
stand  out  by  themselves  as  littie  temples,  but  which 
appear  unimportant  by  the  side  of  the  drum  sup- 
porting the  centre  dome,  and  which  now  rises 
mightily  like  the  Pantheon,  one  might  imagine  one's 
self  on  an  island  in  the  air,  which,  forming  a  city  in 
itself,  makes  every  thing  below  appear  small  and 
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i^tant.    We  look  down  into  the  long  Vatican  palace 

as  into  an  empty  chest ;  and  all  around  our  gaze  ia 
limited  by  the  pure  blue  mountains,  and  the  glim- 
mering streak  of  sea  to  the  west,  stretching  out  be- 
tween the  gentle  slope  of  the  mountain  range.  And 
as  we  see  the  sea  from  this  height,  so  from  the  sea 
itself  we  see  the  iirst  sign  of  Rome  hovering  over  the 
distant  horizon.  Or,  approaching  the  city  by  land, 
we  catch  suddenly  a  glimpse  of  it  in  the  remote  dis- 
tance through  rock  and  tree,  and  we  feel  that  the 
city  is  near.  Rome  is  not  conceivable  in  the  present 
day  without  Michael  Angelo's  St.  Peter's,  which  in 
Michael  Angelo's  day  no  eye  saw  but  his  own,  when 
the  work  that  he  intended  to  build  rose  before  his 
mind.  Mighty  as  it  appeared  to  him,  it  has  appeared 
to  none  beside ;  for  that  which  floated  before  his 
mental  eye  was  never  completed. 

But  without  the  Capitol  also,  as  it  now  stands, 
Rome  would  not  be  Rome ;  and  that,  too,  he  alone 
saw  in  his  day.  The  palaces  upon  it  were  built  after 
his  plans,  and  in  their  centre  stands  the  statue  of  Mar- 
cus Aurehus.  He  executed  only  the  flight  of  steps 
on  both  sides  leading  up  to  the  old  senatorial  palace, 
as  a  background  to  the  statue  of  Marcus  Aurelius. 
It  was  built  under  Paul  IH.  An  especial  love  for 
architecture  had  at  tliat  time  awakened  in  Rome. 
Under  the  protection  of  Cardinal  Farnese,  a  society 
of  artists  was  formed,  consisting  of  scholai^  and 
noblemen  of  the  highest  rank,  who  made  Vitruvius 
their  study.*  Claudio  Tolomei  was  the  true  moving 
spring  in  this  society.    Vasari,  too,  was  admitted,  and 

■  See  Appeodis,  Note  LXX- 
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be  here  received  his  impulse  to  write  biographies  of 
the  artists.  Forcibly  diverted  by  events  from  ecclKi- 
astical  matters,  the  active  spirit  of  men  of  ciiltivated 
minds  seems  to  have  sought  for  some  channel  for  its 
energies,  and  to  have  found  it  in  architecture.  The 
remodelling  of  the  city  was  never  more  zealously 
carried  on :  palaces  were  built,  rebuilt,  completed ; 
antiquities  were  collected  with  greater  zeal  than  ever 
before ;  excavations  were  made,  and  the  ideal  form 
restored  of  ancient  buildings  which  had  been  des- 
troyed. Michael  Angelo  joined  together  for  Farnese, 
the  tablets  on  which  a  plan  of  a  part  of  old  Rome 
was  engraved,  and  which,  coming  to  light  again, 
were  placed  in  one  of  the  Capitoline  palaces.  To 
this  impulse  to  build  and  to  beautify,  those  palaces 
seem  to  owe  their  origin,  which  give  at  least  an 
intimation  of  its  old  glory  to  that  summit  of  the 
Capitoline  rock  which  had  been  left  desolate  for 
centuries. 

The  restoration  of  the  Capitol  began  with  the 
erection  of  the  flight  of  steps  ascending  to  Ara  Coeli, 
on  both  aides  of  which,  at  the  foot  of  the  ascent,  he 
the  black  granite  lions  discharging  water  from  their 
jaws ;  whilst  above,  as  they  open  upon  the  square, 
stand  the  colossal  Dioscuri  with  their  horses.  There 
had  before  only  been  steep  rock  here,  and  the  ascent 
had  only  been  from  the  forum  lying  on  the  other 
side;  at  the  entrance  of  Charles  V.,  the  design  for 
the  new  steps  first  originated,  perhaps  with  Antonio 
di  San  Gfallo,  while  the  present  flight  of  steps  was 
not  even  begun  at  the  time  of  Michael  Angelo's 
death.    But  the  erection  of  the  statue  of  Manius 
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Aurelius  in  the  centre  of  the  square  took  place  under 
his  own  eye.  The  square  where  it  stands,  the 
palaces  round,  the  atmosphere  of  Rome,  —  it  may  be 
all  these  which  lead  me  to  regard  tliis  as  the  most 
beautiful  equestrian  statue  in  the  world.  In  dignity 
of  bearing,  and  in  harmony  of  composition,  it  seems 
to  satisfy  every  demand.  It  is  the  same  statue  as 
was  kept  from  destruction  by  tlie  popes  under  the 
name  of  that  of  Constantiue,  which  for  a  long  time 
it  falsely  bore.  It  stood  in  front  of  the  Lateran, 
before  it  was  brought  to  the  Capitol.  From  the 
nostrils  of  the  horse  there  flowed  red  and  white  wine 
on  Bienzi's  election  as  a  tribune.*  Now,  however, 
it  has  stood  again  for  centuries  on  the  rocky  soil, 
which  has  witnessed  more  perhaps  than  any  spot  on 
the  earth,  since  it  became  the  dwelling-place  of  man. 
Michael  Angelo  showed  in  its  erection  how  such 
things  ought  to  be  placed,  —  and  this  as  low  aa 
possible,  according  to  the  principles  of  the  ancients. 
Not  only  did  he  make  the  pedestal  of  the  most 
moderate  height,  but  he  lowered  some  degrees  tlie 
centre  of  the  square  on  which  it  stands ;  so  that, 
from  the  gate  of  the  palaces  on  both  sides,  the  bronze 
horse  appears  almost  on  a  level  with  the  spectator. 
By  this  means,  Michael  Angelo  produced  the  right 
effect^ — that  appearance  of  reality  which  is  the  result 
of  true  art.  The  equestrian  emperor  appeal^  like 
the  occupant  of  tlie  palace:  the  steps  before  him 
seem  worthy  the  hoofs  of  such  a  horse ;  the  steps  to 
which  his  back  is  turned,  worthy  of  being  trodden  by 
his  own  feet.    And  thus,  while  all  had  vanished 

•  See  Appeadix,  Note  LXXI. 
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from  the  height  of  the  Capitol  which  called  the  old 
times  to  mind,  Michael  Angolo  consecrated  the  place 
afresh ;  and,  as  in  the  new  Rome  of  tlio  popes  he 
built  a  temple  to  the  apostle,  he  here  raised  a 
dwelhug-place  under  the  open  sky,  to  the  only  one 
left  of  the  old  rulers  of  Kome  who  had  governed  the 
world*  In  b6th  works,  he  was  not  merely  a  great 
architect  in  all  that  is  truly  architectural,  —  in 
dimensions,  in  intern^  structure  and  ornament,  — 
but  he  was  greater  still  in  that  he  beautified  that 
spot  of  earth  to  which  he  directed  his  tlioughts,  in 
the  spirit  of  the  old  masters.  Michael  Angelo  loved 
Rome ;  he  had  known  her  for  many  years,  and  by  his 
buildings  the  city  rose  to  almost  greater  importance. 
To  him  most  of  all  she  owes  that  aspect  by  which 
she  now  lives  indelibly  in  the  memory  of  all  those 
whom  a  fortunate  star  may  ever  lead  to  her  gates. 

Tet  another  of  the  Roman  buildings  received  its 
completion  at  the  hands  of  Michael  Angelo:  the 
Farnese  palace  was  awarded  to  him  on  the  death  of 
San  Gallo ;  and  although  the  cornice  alone,  as  re- 
gards the  exterior  architecttire,  is  his  work,  the 
splendid  court  in  the  interior,  enclosed  in  tlu^e  rows 
of  colonnades,  ori^ated  with  him  alone.  His  in- 
tention was  to  throw  a  bridge  across  the  Tiber  iu 
the  direction  of  the  great  gateway  intersecting  the 
palace,  which  should  bo  contiguous  with  the  back  of 
the  building,  and  to  cany  a  long  road  fi^m  hence 
fiir  into  Trastevere.  The  plan  was  never  put  into 
esecutjon,  like  many  others  designed  by  him.  But 
here,  too,  we  see  him  not  merely  building,  but  re- 
•  See  Appendix,  Note  LOIL 
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modelling  on  a  large  scale.  He  would  have  trans- 
formed the  whole  of  Rome,  had  he  possessed  the 
power  to  do  so ;  indeed  the  aspect  of  the  city  would 
now  be  very  ditfereut,  had  that  alone  been  executed 
which  was  aetuaUj  projected  by  Michael  Angelo. 
And  thus,  in  tlie  later  years  of  his  life,  he  fulfilled 
the  longing  which  lie  had  cherished  in  ■  tlie  early 
years  of  his  career,  and  which  he  expressed  in  his 
scheme  for  transforming  the  rocky  mountain  rising 
on  the  shore  at  Carrara  into  a  statue  which  might 
be  seen  by  sailors  far  out  to  sea.  For  this  is  the 
spirit  of  architecture,  —  to  give  form  to  the  vast, 
and  to  compel  an  entire  people  into  admiring  aston- 
ishment, when  all  other  arts  only  satisfy  a  part  of 
the  people,  however  wide-spreading  be  the  fame  and 
hifluence  of  the  works. 

Michael  Angelo  gained  among  his  contemporaries 
the  name  of  Great  (il  gran  Michel  Angelo),  a  desig- 
nation of  which  posterity  has  not  deprived  him. 
Those  men  who,  par  excellence,  are  called  great,  form 
an  especial  race  among  those  universally  designated 
in  history  with  the  appellation  "  great ; "  they  are 
natures  possessing  a  mighty  soul-compelling  power ; 
tyrants  in  the  highest  sense ;  men  who  not  only  rule 
the  world,  but,  when  it  opposes,  will  compel  it  to 
accept  their  authority,  and  who  forcibly  impress  the 
stamp  of  their  mind  upon  the  uncertain  fabric  of 
humanity.  Frederic  the  Great,  Peter  the  Great, 
Alexander,  Napoleon,  were  nothing  but  human  con- 
querors, who,  just  as  armed  battering-rams  attack 
the  wooden  colossus  tliat  seemed  invincible  hitherto, 
vanquished  the  enemy,  and  annihilated  entire  forces- 
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Corneille  is  called  the  Great  by  the  French,  be- 
cause he  depicted  in  his  tragedies  those  violent 
passions  upon  which  the  fate  ot  States  depended  in 
his  time.  He  had  that  in  him  which  induced  Na- 
poleon to  say  that  he  would  have  made  him  a  prince 
had  he  lived.  This  royal  commaiidiug  power  gained 
for  Michael  Angelo  also  the  appellation  of  Great. 
He  belonged  to  those  minds  who  perceive  a  higher 
order  of  things,  and  who  are  not  satisfied  with 
knowing  how  it  ought  to  be,  but  who  begin  to  hurl 
the  rocks  aside  that  lie  in  the  way,  and  to  pile  them 
up  again  where  they  are  to  form  a  fortress.  He 
would  have  assigned  another  bed  to  rivers ;  he  would 
have  pierced  through  mountains  and  thrown  bridges 
across  the  sea.  That  which  is  done  now-a-days  be- 
cause the  times  have  gradually  led  to  it,  his  genius 
at  once  pointed  out  to  him ;  and  thus  Vittoria  Co- 
lonna's  words  might  be  applied  even  to  the  gigantic 
buildings  which  he  raised,  — that  he  who  only  ad- 
mired his  works,  valued  the  smallest  part  in  him. 
For  his  works  are  insignificant,  if  we  think  of  those 
he  would  have  been  capable  of  producing;  and  even 
that  which  he  did  accomplish  must  appear  unfinished 
when  we  compare  with  it  his  original  designs.  He 
was  not  even  allowed  to  complete  his  painting  in  the 
Sistina  as  he  intended,  but  was  obliged  suddenly  to 
break  down  the  scaffolding  at  the  command  of  the 
pope. 


To  these  buildings  are  attached  the  few  names  of 
the  artists,  who,  either  as  pupils  or  assistants,  now 
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indeed  of  the  third  generation,  surrounded  and  sur- 
vived Michael  Aj^elo. 

In  the  Faraeae  palace,  Guglielmo  della  Porta  went 
hand  in  hand  with  him.  Michael  Angelo  ordered 
tlie  Hercnles  to  be  placed  there, — that  which  is  now 
known  in  Naples  as  the  Farnese  Hercules,  and  which 
at  that  time  had  lost  the  legs  from  the  knee  to  the 
ankle.  Della  Porta  replaced  them.  Michael  Angelo 
was  so  satisfied  with  his  work,  that,  when  he  found 
the  old  legs  again,  he  threw  them  aside.  Goethe 
saw  the  statue  before  it  had  been  conveyed  from 
Rome  to  Naples.  When  he  first  saw  it,  he  thought 
there  was  nothing  to  object  to  in  the  restoration; 
but,  when  the  genuine  feet  were  brought  forward,  he 
writes,  it  was  inconceivable  to  him  how  Delia  Porta's 
work  could  have  been  thought  good  so  long.  Mi- 
chael Angelo  must  certainly  have  perceived  the  im- 
portant difference,  and  his  conduct  proves  the  great 
respect  he  had  for  Della  Porta,  perhaps  from  kind- 
ness ;  for  the  superiority  of  the  antique  work,  to 
which  at  the  present  day  anybody  would  yield  with- 
out taking  offence,  was  at  tltat  time  not  so  uni- 
versally acknowledged.  We  have  only  one  single 
instance  of  restoration  made  by  Michael  Angelo 
himself;  and  tliis  is  imputed  to  him  only  because  it 
could  have  been  done  by  no  other.  The  right  arm 
of  tlie  Dying  Gladiator,  that  on  which  he  is  resting, 
is  an  extraordinary  work.  All  other  restorations, 
such  as  many  of  those  in  Home  which  are  regarded 
as  Michael  Angelo's,  appear  to  me  neither  warranted, 
nor  are  they  worthy  of  him. 

GugUehno  della  Porta  seems  to  have  been  of  a 
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Tain  and  suspicious  nature.  Because  Michael  An- 
gelo  did  not  admit  bis  claims  on  another  occasion, 
he  turned  his  back  upon  the  man  to  whom  be  owed 
so  many  thanks.  The  matter  related  to  the  Church 
of  St.  Peter.  Cardinal  Farnese  wished  to  have  a 
monument  erected  to  Paul  lH.,  which  was  commit- 
ted to  Delia  Porta,  who,  after  the  death  of  Sebastian 
del  Piombo,  had  been  appointed,  at  Michael  Angelo' 
intercession,  as  Frate  del  Piombo.  The  work  was 
to  stand  by  itself,  and  this  under  the  centre  arch  of 
the  four  pillars  supporting  the  dome, — the  best 
place  certainly  in  the  whole  church,  and  which  had 
once  been  destiued  for  Julius's  monument.  Michael 
Angelo,  however,  would  not  give  up  this  place,  but 
removed  the  monument  to  the  back  of  one  of  the 
four  pillars.  Delia  Porta  never  foi^ve  this.  He 
maintained,  that  envy  had  induced  Michael  Angelo 
to  make  this  alteration. 

The  work  itself,  which  stands  there  as  one  of  the 
most  excellent  of  the  monuments  to  the  pope,  shows 
how  slowly  in  Rome,  in  spite  of  the  complete  revo- 
lution in  religious  questions,  and  the  new  inclination 
to  decency  in  art,  the  change  of  theory  was  practi- 
cally carried  out.  We  see  on  the  sarcophagus  a 
colossal  female  form  lying  naked,  like  a  Venus  of 
Titian's;  and  the  youthful  figure  is  so  thoroi^lily 
in  contradiction  to  the  sacred  place  it  is  intended  to 
adorn,  that  Aretino  might  a  second  time  have  ex- 
tolled the  modesty  of  heathen  sculptors.  The 
arrangement  of  the  monument  corresponds  with 
those  in  the  Chapei  of  San  Lorenzo.  As  tiiere,  two 
%ures  are  lying  on  both  sides,  on  the  gently  sloping 
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surface  of  the  sarcophagus ;  and,  between  them,  in  a 
niche  behind  the  wall,  there  is  a  sitting  statue  of  the 
pope.  Both  figures  are  female.  The  one,  an  old 
woman  veiled  in  drapery,  the  mother  of  the  pope ; 
the  other,  the  beautiful  Giulia  Farnese,  —  I  know 
not  whether  Paul's  sister,  to  whose  charms  he  indeed 
owed  enough  to  let  them  thus  share  a  little  bit 
of  immortality.  Thick  plaits  of  hair  artistically 
arranged  are  twisted  round  the  head.  In  its  work, 
the  monument  is  far  inferior  to  those  of  Michael 
Angelo.  The  marble  is  smooth  and  cold :  we  never 
think  in  this  statue  that  every  line  is  studied  from 
nature ;  but  as  a  decoration  it  stands  very  high. 
The  statue  of  Paul  HE.  is  in  bronze.  This  monu- 
ment also  fell  a  victim  in  time  to  the  fate  of  being 
reduced  one -half ;  for  when,  in  the  course  of  the 
seventeenth  century,  it  obtained  its  present  poeilion, 
two  other  figures  belonging  to  it  were  left  out,  and 
were  taken  to  the  Farnese  palace,  where  they  still 
stand. 

Michael  Angelo's  successors,  reckoning  by  the  sur- 
face covered,  have  executed  more  extensive  works 
than  were  ever  committed  to  him.  Thus  Vignola, 
who  built  the  Porta  del  Popolo  after  his  designs, 
assisted  also  in  carrying  on  the  building  of  St. 
Peter's,  and  was  engaged  in  the  completion  of  the 
Capitol ;  Vasari  also,  to  whom  Michael  Angelo  gave 
work  in  Rome,  and  who  displayed  unusual  industry 
in  Florence :  Ammanati,  too,  who  placed  the  colossal 
Neptune  on  the  Piazza  in  Florence.  They  were  all 
merely  clever  people  in  their  hue,  who  knew  how  to 
work  together  boldly,  quickly,  and  with  great  effect. 
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The  only  true  artist  among  those  in  connection  with 
Michael  Angelo  at  this  time  is  Daniele  da  Volterra, 
whose  Descent  from  the  Cross,  in  Trijiitji  dei  Monti, 
may  be  called  the  most  remarkable  composition 
which  appeared  in  Bome  after  the  Last  Judgment, 
So  excellent  is  it,  that  tlie  assertion  that  a  drawing 
of  Michael  Angelo's  formed  the  foundation  of  the 
picture,  although  expressed  by  Vasari  himself  rather 
as  a  conjecture,  has  been  repeated  almost  as  a  cer- 
tainty, and  without  further  proof  is  received  as  such. 
I  must  confess  that  all  would  indicate  Michael  An- 
gelo's hand,  his  helpful  interference  in  such  cases 
being  very  usual,  if  other  wdrks  of  Da  Volterra's 
did  not  prove  that  such  help  was  by  no  means  neces- 
sary. He  was  an  artist  of  the  first  rank.  The 
chapel  in  the  same  church,  opposite  the  above-men- 
tioned picture,  was  also  painted  by  him.  We  have 
before  us  here  a  Murder  of  the  Innocents,  the  figures 
of  which  we  should  be  compelled,  in  the  former 
ease,  likewise  to  ascribe  to  Michael  Angelo ;  and  it 
appears  an  injustice,  from  the  similar  conception  and 
the  superior  art  which  distinguish  these  paintings, 
to  take  them  from  him  who  is  their  author. 

Daniele  da  Volterra's  career  was  similar  to  that 
of  Delia  Porta.  Like  liim  he  worked  under  Perin 
del  Vaga,  was  recommended  by  Del  Piombo  and 
Michael  Angelo  to  the  jparnese,  and  was  employed 
in  &e  building  of  the  Famese  palace.  In  1547, 
after  Del  Vaga's  death,  he  found  access,  by  means 
of  Michael  Angelo,  into  the  Vatican.  These  were 
times,  in  which  Michael  Angelo,  like  Goethe  and 
Sumboldt  in  their  old  age,  exercised  a  patronage 
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which  extended  to  all  who  wished  to  work,  and  who 
possessed  talent.  The  entire  training  of  these  young 
men  rested  with  Michael  Angelo.  He  no  longer 
met  with  opposition ;  hut  his  verdict  was  at  once 
received  ih  sOence  as  decisive.  He  had  no  longer 
a  rival.  He  was  the  man  whose  advice  was  univer- 
sally sought :  it  was  a  matter  of  course,  that,  when 
any  tiling  was  to  be  undertaken, — pEiiutings,  monu- 
ments, churches,  or  palaces, — his  opinion  was  re- 
quired. He  had  only  to  cast  a  glance  upon  the 
designs,  and  to  say  that  they  seemed  suitahle.  And 
this  fame  increased  to  such  an  extent,  that,  if  Vasari 
said  of  Raphael  that  he  had  gone  like  a  prince  to 
the  Vatican  followed  by  a  train  of  all  the  artists 
under  him,  Michael  Angelo  in  his  old  age  sat  there 
like  a  pope,  whose  blessing  was  sufficient  to  call  forth 
the  greatest  works. 

Even  his  laconic  habits,  his  inclination  to  solitude, 
and  his  melancholy  views  of  life,  had  now  become 
characteristic,  known  and  respected  for  years  as  a 
part  of  his  strange  nature,  Ttie  unusual  mixture 
in  his  character  of  severity  and  tender-hearted  amia- 
bility wounded  no  longer.  They  knew  well,  that 
none  ever  appealed  in  vain  to  his  true  goodness  of 
heart.  His  cori'espondence  with  his  nephew  Leon 
ardo  shows  this  plainly.  Severely  as  he  expressed 
himself  for  the  most  part,  probably  because  he  con- 
sidered it  necessary,  he  cotdd  not  wholly  restrain 
himself,  and  his  natural  kindliness  breaks  through. 
He-  gives  him  presents ;  he  has  an  eye  to  his  weUai-e ; 
and  he  remembers  his  old  Florentine  friends.  It  was 
a  matter  of  course,  that  all  which  he  gained  by  his 
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works  in  Rome  devolyed  at  last  on  his  family  in 
Florence. 

His  household  at  Rome  was  of  the  simplest  kind. 
His  factotum  was  his  servant  Urbino :  he  was  mai^ 
ried,  and  gained  much  lucrative  employment  through 
his  master.  A  stone-mason  by  trade,  he  worked  at 
Julius's  moniunent,  in  San  Pietro  in  Vincula,  re- 
specting the  final  completion  of  which  at  that  time 
letters  and  accounts  still  exist.  Besides  him,  Michael 
Angelo  had  a  maid.  Here,  too,  we  still  possess  one 
of  the  contracls  upon  he  which  engaged  Vincenzia, 
the  daughter  of  a  small  shopkeeper  named  Michele, 
at  Macello  dei  Corvi,  and  therefore  his  neighbor ;  the 
condition  being,  that,  if  she  behaved  irreproachably 
for  four  years,  she  should  be  allowed  to  marry  with 
a  portion.  Michael  Angelo  dined  alone  at  noon, 
and  lived  moderately.  When  he  was  painting,  he 
was  satisfied  with  a  little  bread  and  wine  for  the 
whole  day.  Indeed,  so  busy  was  he  at  times,  that 
he  took  this  slight  meal  without  discontinuing  his 
work.  He  had  always,  however,  young  men  in 
his  house  who  were  working  with  him.  Ascanio 
Condivi  was  one  of  these  favored  ones.  He  relates 
how  once  a  famous  phyeician  of  that  day,  Realdo 
Colombo,  who  was  very  intimate  with  Michael  An- 
gelo, gave  the  latter,  as  an  especial  rarity,  tlie  corpse 
of  a  young  negro,  which  was  conveyed  to  his 
(Condivi's)  retired  dwelling,  and  there  anatomically 
dissected ;  in  doing  which,  Michael  Angelo  pointed 
out  to  him  many  secrets.  Anatomy  was  his  passion. 
He  even  dissected  animals  of  every  kind.  He  in- 
tended to  put  down  his  views  thus  obtained  in  a 


y  Google 


S90  "PE  OF   mCHAEL  ANGELO. 

book,  as  Da  Vinci  and  Diirer  had  done,  whose  writ- 
ings he  knew  without  especially  admiring  them ;  but 
he  afterwards  gave  it  up,  because,  with  advancing 
age,  writing  became  not  only  troublesome,  but  the 
dissecting  made  him  ill,  so  that  he  was  obliged  to 
relinquish  it. 

Old  age  is  like  childhood  even  in  this  respect, — 
that  it  brings  men  more  easily  into  relation  with 
each  other.  A  child  says  "  Good-day"  to  every  one, 
and  offers  its  mouth  readily  to  be  kissed.  But  this 
confidence  forms  no  permanent  relations.  The  more 
years  increase,  the  more  important  does  it  become 
whom  we  meet  and  to  whom  we  give  ourselves :  be- 
yond a  certain  limit,  however,  the  first  condition 
begins  to  return.  An  old  man  may  come  forward 
more  freely ;  the  world  is  more  accessible  to  him, 
and  respects  his  whims.  But,  at  tlie  same  time,  it  is 
again  the  case  that  no  permanent  relations  spring 
from  these  meetings.  He  receives  no  longer  any 
thing  mental  from  those  who  surround  him ;  he 
remuns  the  same  in  his  ideas.  It  matters  little 
to  his  mental  preception  to  know  those  intimately 
with  whom  he  comes  in  contact.  And  thus  it  was 
with  Michael  Angelo.  It  would  not  be  worth  the 
trouble  to  follow  up  the  iatimacics  which  he  now 
made.  They  were  numeroiis.  His  advice  was  much 
Bought,  and  iiis  answers  were  many ;  but  it  is  almost 
indifferent  to  know  the  questions  to  whicli  they  relate. 

Tasari's  degree  of  intimacy  with  Michael  Angelo 
IB  difScuIt  to  determine.  They  corresponded,  and 
the  language  in  their  letters  is  often  very  familiar. 
Michael  Augelo  thanked  him  for  his  biograpliy  in  a 
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Sattering  sonnet ;  but  it  is  scarcely  to  be  supposed, 
that  he  did  not  see  through  the  indelicate,  obtruding, 
tasteless  nature,  and  that  he  showed  Vasari  greater 
friendship  than  their  intercourse  rendered  necessary. 
Tasari  possessed  by  far  more  experience  in  business 
than  the  other  younger  artists  of  the  time ;  but  he 
also  worked  most  cursorily.  He  was  avowedly  proud 
of  completing  quickly.  Ab  an  architect,  he  stood  in 
the  most  advantageous  position.  He  had  that  eye 
for  the  requirements  of  a  definite  locality  which  so 
much  distinguished  Michael  Angelo.  Like  him,  he 
knew  how  to  help  himself  qtiickly  and  surprisingly 
in  technical  embarrassments.  He  decorated  with 
taste  and  without  paltriness.  And  even  his  fault  of 
disregarding  structure,  and  appearing  more  singular 
tlian  beautiful,  reminds  us  of  a  peculiarity  of  Michael 
Angelo's,  especially  evident  in  his  later  designs.  We 
must,  however,  say  here  that  the  bizarre,  flourishing, 
colossal  intermingling  of  all  forms,  which  prevailed 
in  Rome  in  the  seventeenth  century,  and  at  length 
set  itself  up  as  the  main  element  of  the  Jesuit  style, 
had  nothing  to  do  with  Michael  Angelo.  What  is 
laid  to  Michael  Angelo's  account  in  this  respect 
arises  from  ignorance.  Much  is  imputed  to  him 
which  originated  entirely  without  him.  With  regard 
to  the  Porta  Pia  in  Rome,  for  which  his  drawing  is 
said  to  have  furnished  the  design,  and  which  was 
built  after  his  death,  we  have  not  the  slightest  guar- 
antee that  he  intended  it  as  it  stands.  The  dome  of 
St.  Peter's  must  be  seen ;  there  lies  his  glory. 
Every  thing  else,  without  exception,  was  either  left 
unfinished,  or,  where  it  was  executed  after  his  plans, 
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it  received  so  many  alterations,  that  it  seems  to  fur- 
nish no  just  standard  for  estimating  Michael  Angelo 
as  an  architect. 

The  man  who  was  dearest  to  him  of  all  the  young 
people  frequenting  his  house  seems  to  have  heen 
Tommaso  dei  CavaJieri,  with  whom  he  became  ac- 
quainted about  1541,  and  to  whom  the  completion 
of  the  Capitoline  buildings  was  assigned  after  hla 
death.  Cavalieri  was  young,  rich,  of  noble  birth, 
and  great  beaiity.  Vasari  says  he  could  have  ob- 
tained any  thmg  from  Michael  Angelo.  For  him  ho 
drew  the  design  with  the  two  heads  of  Cleopatra, 
splendid  faces  of  Roman  women,  with  the  hair  twisted 
tastefully  in  plaits.  The  designs  are  in  the  Ufficl, 
and  photographic  copies  of  them  are  abundant.  For 
him,  too,  the  Rape  of  Ganymede  was  done :  an  eagle 
is  rising  with  him,  while  his  shepherd's  dog  is  left 
behind,  howling  pitifally  after  him.  Giulio  Clovio 
copied  this  design  in  miniature  for  Cavalieri.  The 
composition  is  intended  as  a  bas-rdief;  and  how 
charming  its  effect  is  as  such,  is  evidenced  by  a 
modern  work  in  the  Academy  of  San  Luca  in  Rome, 
the  name  of  the  author  of  which  no  one  could  tell 
me.  Cavalieri  also  obtained  a  strange  drawing,  fuU 
of  figures,  a  children's  bacchanal,  the  centre  of  which 
is  occupied  by  a  troop  of  naked  children,  who  are 
dragging  a  skinned  boar  to  a  caldron,  under  which 
others  have  lighted  a  fire.  This  young  Roman  is 
said  to  have  been  so  highly  educated  and  so  agreeable, 
that  Varchi,  the  Florentine  professor  and  court 
scholar  of  that  day,  in  a  lecture  which  he  delivered 
in  the  Florentine  Academy  upon  one  of  Michael  Aii- 
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gelo's  sonnets,  declared  him,  from  personal  experi- 
ence, to  be  the  most  attractive  young  man  ho  bad 
ever  known.  He  then  recited  the  verses  which 
Michael  Angelo  had  addressed  to  Cavalieri,  and 
which  express  the  prettiest  flattery  tliat  youth  could 
receive  from  age.  Throiigb  him,  he  says,  he  feels 
anew  all  the  freshness,  ardor,  and  hope  which  in 
days  of  old  had  been  bestowed  uiion  his  own 
youth :  • — 

"  Through  thee  I  catch  a  gleam  of  tender  glow. 
Which  with  my  own  eyes  I  had  Mled  to  see ; 
And  walking  onward,  atep  hj  step  with  thee, 
The  once-oppresfling  hurdens  lighter  grow. 
With  thee,  mj  grovelling  thoughts  I  heavenward  raise, 
Borne  upward  b;  thy  bold,  aspiring  wing ; 
I  follow  where  thou  wilt,  —  a  helpless  thing. 
Cold  in  Ihe  Bun  and  warm  in  winter  days. 
i/fy  will,  my  friend,  rests  only  upon  thine  ; 
Thy  beart  must  every  thought  of  mine  an|^ilf ; 
My  mind  expression  finds  in  thee  alone. 
Thus  like  the  moonlight's  silver  ray  I  shine: 
We  only  see  her  beama  on  the  &i  sky. 
When  the  sun's  flery  tays  are  o'er  her  thrown." 

To  understand  this  poem  thorouglily,  we  must 
bear  in  mind  what  was  mentioned  at  the  very  begin- 
ning of  tliis  work,  —  that  the  transition  from  youth 
to  maturity  is  different  in  the  South.  The  mind 
develops  itself  there  more  brilliantly  and  quickly. 
As  in  Plato  we  see  the  young  Alcibiades  sitting,  as 
the  favorite  of  Socrates,  among  mature  men,  and 
discussing  philosophy  with  them ;  so  in  Borne,  at 
that  time,  we  see  temporal  and  spiritual  princes  and 
nobles  enjoying  consideration  almost  as  boys.     Tluis 

•  See  Appendix,  Note  LXXIII. 
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Leo  X,  had  come  forward  as  a  cardiual  while  very 
young ;  after  him  Ippolito,  ami  now  Famese :  thns 
had  it  been  with  Pico  di  Mirandula  and  Raphael 
himself,  both  so  young  and  so  enchanting.  This 
bright  splendor  of  early  bloom  must  have  been 
possessed  by  Cavalieri;  and  I  must  be  allowed  to 
refer  to  another  sonnet  upon  him,  which  enlarges 
upon  the  subject  of  the  former :  — 

"He  who  from  notbing,  and  ere  all  tWogs  were, 
Did  time  create,  divided  it  in  twain: 
To  ooe,  he  made  the  lofty  aun  a  share ; 
And  to  tlie  other,  moonlight's  dusty  train. 
Then  in  a  moment  uame,  in  dread  artsy. 
Ctiance,  fortune,  fate ;  by  which,  alas  I  I  «ee. 
Predestined  when  I  in  the  cradle  lay. 
The  time  of  darkness  was  assigned  to  me. 
So,  struggling  with  my  own  more  darkened  doom. 
Since  wliere  most  night  ia,  there  ia  greatest  gloom. 
My  lahors  dark  are  pjun  and  grief  to  me : 
Yet  I  console  myself;  for  this  my  night 
Aids  hy  its  contrast  to  set  forth  Ihy  light,  — 
That  sun  which,  at  thj  Mrth,  was  given  to  thee." 


"Cdni  che  fece,  e  non  di  cosa  alcuna, 
□  tempo  che  non  era  anzi  a  nessono. 
In  dne  'I  diviee,  e  dife  'I  sol  alto  all  'uno, 
All  'aJtro,  assai  pih  haaea,,  did  la  Imia. 
Onde  '1  caso,  la  sorte,  e  la  fbrtnna 
In  nn  memento  nacquer  di  ciascmui, 
Bd  a  me  destinaro  il  tempo  bruno 
Ual  dl  che  prima  io  giacqui  entro  la  cuna. 
B  come  quel  che  contralfb  me  slesao, 
8'  ove  k  pi!i  notte  pih  bnio  esaer  snole, 
Del  mio  oscuro  operar  m  'affliggo,  e  l^no 
Pur  mi  consola  assu  1'  esser  concesso 
Far  chiaro  di  mia  acura  notte  el  sole 
Ch'  a  voi  fit  dato  ai  nascer  per  compagno.'' 


y  Google 


Pieia,  Florence. 


yGoogle 


yGoogle 


0-; 


i§/GoogIc 


y  Google 


LAST  WORK  IN   MARBLE.  395 

How  beautiful  and  satisfying  the  conclusion !  All 
Jdjchael  Angelo's  poems,  even  when  they  express  the 
bitterest  thoughts,  close  with  conciliatory  feelings. 

Michael  Angelo  drew  a  portrait  of  Cavalieri,  life 
size,  —  the  only  one  he  executed  except  Vittorif 
Colonna's. 


Although  Michael  Angelo  did  nothing  more  in 
painting  and  sculpture  after  the  paintings  in  the 
Paolina,  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  he  broke  off 
with  both  arts  suddenly.  It  had  become  far  too 
great  a  necessity  with  him  to  chisel  aud  to  draw ; 
and  he  drew  till  his  hands  could  no  longer  hold  the 
pencil.  Yet  this  weakness  did  not  como  on  till  late. 
His  handwriting  evidences  this ;  for  it  only  began  to 
shake  in  his  last  few  years,  and  even  then  he  formed 
his  letters  steadily  and  perfectly. 

There  was  in  his  atelier,  at  Macello  dei  Oorvi,  a 
marble  group,  —  Christ  lying  dead  on  his  mother's 
lap,  and  Joseph  of  Arimathea  standing  .by  her  side, — 
which  he  had  begun  about  1545,'  and  continued 
working  at  slowly  for  himself.  He  only  undertook 
it,  that  he  might  have  something  at  band  for  his 
leisure  hours.  Vasari  relates  how  be  had  once  been 
sent  by  the  pope  to  Michael  Angelo,  on  account  of 
some  drawii^,  somewhere  about  1550,  and  had  found 
him  at  this  work.  It  was  dark :  Michael  Angelo, 
however,  who  knew  Vasari  by  his  manner  of  knock- 
ing, came  out  with  a  lantern  to  see  what  he  wanted. 
Urbino  was  thereupon  sent  to  the  upper  story  to 
•  See  Appendix,  Note  LXXIV. 
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fetch  the  desired  sheet :  but  Vasari  tried,  while  ha 
■was  waiting,  to  catch  a  glimpse  of  the  group  by  tlia 
limited  light;  and  he  looked  at  the  leg  of  Christ,  at 
which  Micha«I  Angelo  was  then  working.  Scarcely, 
however,  had  the  latter  observed  where  Vasari  was 
looking,  than  he  let  the  lantern  fall,  so  that  it  went 
out,  leaving  both  in  darkness.  He  then  called  to 
Urbino  to  bring  a  light ;  and,  as  he  and  Vasari  left 
the  partition  in  which  the  group  stood,  he  said,  "  I 
am  so  old  that  death  often  pulls  me  by  the  coat  to 
come  with  him ;  and  some  day  I  shall  fall  down  like 
this  lantern,  and  my  last  spark  of  life  will  be  ex- 
tinguished." 

Often,  in  the  middle  of  the  night,  if  he  could  not 
sleep,  he  would  get  up  and  work  at  tliis  last  task. 
That  he  might  have  good  light  for  doing  so,  and  yet 
not  be  himself  hindered  by  it,  he  had  a  kind  of  paste- 
board cap  made,  on  the  top  of  which  he  fixed  a  tal- 
low candle,  which  would  not  drop  like  wax,  and 
which  was  not  in  his  way.  He  left  the  group,  how- 
ever, unfinished,  because  he  discovered  a  flaw  in  the 
marble.  He  intended  to  break  it  to  pieces ;  but  he 
gave  it  afterwards  to  one  of  his  young  men.  It  is 
now  in  Florence  under  the  dome  of  Santa  Maria  del 
Fiore,  with  the  inscription  beneath  it  that  it  is 
Michael  Angelo's  last  work.  The  place  is  not  unfar 
vorable.  The  dim  light  that  prevails  there  suits  the 
group,  which  is  only  finished  in  its  general  mass. 

Among  those  who  in  tliis  year  painted  from 
Michael  Angelo's  designs,  the  most  remarkable  is 
Marcello  Venusti.  CavaUeri  had  him  execute  in 
oil,  on  a  large  scale,  Michael  Angelo's  sketch  of  the 
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Annuuciatioii :  it  hangs,  at  the  present  day,  ia  the 
sacristy  of  the  Lateran,  and  is  an  excellent  painting. 
We  see  Michael  Angelo  in  every  liiie  of  it ;  and  the 
grand  idea  peouliar  to  hie  eomp(Kitiona,  joined  to 
the  most  delicate  coloring,  gives  the  picture  a  pecu- 
liarity of  its  own  which  is  not  to  be  described.  We 
eould  almost  have  said,  that  some  ajicient  Greek 
painter,  who  had  undertaken  to  represent  a  Ghrisdaa 
subject,  had  been  at  work  on  it. 

Marcello  Venusti  painted  the  portrait  of  Vittoria 
Colonna.  Under  Michael  Angelo' s  direction,  he 
copied  the  Last  Judgment  on  a  small  scale,  in  gray. 
The  picture  is  now  in  Naples.  From  a  sketch  of  his, 
he  painted  Christ  on  the  Mount  of  Olives.  If  I  were 
to  decide  among  the  many  galleries  which  imagine 
they  possess  the  oripnal,  1  should  say  the  Berlin  col- 
lection deserved  the  preference.  And,  lastly,  instead 
of  enumerating  others,  to  mention  the  most  charm- 
ing of  all  produced  by  this  double  authorship,  we 
may  name  the  Madonna  with  the  Sleeping  Child ; 
a  pauiting  which  we  find  constantly  repeated,  and 
which  is  one  of  the  sweetest  representations.  Mary 
is  sitting  quite  in  front  with  her  knees  crossed,  the 
upper  part  of  her  body  leaning  back,  her  head  in- 
clined to  one  side,  and  her  eyes  cast  down,  contem- 
plating the  child  lying  asleep  on  her  knee.  He  has 
stretched  out  one  arm  to  lean  his  little  head  on  it ; 
the  other  hangs  feebly  down  over  his  little  breast. 
On  the  left  side  of  the  backgro\ind,  which  is  com- 
pletely cut  off  by  the  transverse  back  of  the  seat  on 
which  Mary  is  sitting,  the  littie  St.  John  is  approach- 
it^,  bending  attentively  over  the  child  with  his  Gnger 
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on  his  lips ;  on  the  other  side  we  see  the  holy  Joseph, 
awaiting  calmly  the  awaking  of  the  child,  his  head 
supported  on  ids  hand,  which  is  lost  in  the  thick 
beard  roond  his  month.  Each  figure  thus  in  a  dif- 
ferent manner  indicates  watchful  love. 

In  the  painting,  one  thing  only  is  omitted  which 
the  sfeetch  possesses,  and  which  giTes  it  a  strange 
appearance ;  the  skin  thrown  according  to  the  fashion 
of  the  antique  over  the  little  St.  John,  making  him 
almost  look  like  a  little  Hercules.  Maiy's  iiice  in 
Venusti'e  painting  has  the  most  innocent  beauty.  In 
the  holy  Joseph,  we  are  reminded  of  Michael  Angelo's 
own  portrait,  of  which  there  are  many  belonging  to 
his  later  years,  while  there  are  none  of  his  youth. 
The  one  most  known,  although  the  least  advanta- 
geous, is  Bonasone's  profile,  drawn  and  engraved  at 
the  time  when  Michael  Angelo  entered  upon  his  new 
office  at  St.  Peter's.  The  brow  projecting  heavily 
over  the  nose;  the  mighty,  angular ' skull ;  the  deep 
and  frequent  wrinkles  about  the  mouth  and  eyes,  as 
firmly  drawn  as  if  the  muscles  which  they  cover 
were  as  hard  as  the  bones  themselves,  —  all  this  pre- 
sents a  physiognomy  to  us,  which,  slightly  carica- 
tured as  it  appears  here,  portrays  the  nature  of  the 
man  all  the  more  distinctly  from  its  extraordinary 
fimmess.  In  the  oil-paintings  in  Rome  and  Flor 
ence,  the  features  appear  less  hard,  and  the  brow 
handsomer.  The  portrait  in  the  possession  of  the 
gallery  of  the  Capitol  is  ascribed  to  Michael  Angelo's 
own  hand.  It  is  not  only  the  position  of  the  head 
which  justifies  this  supposition ;  for  the  expression 
18  80  deep,  the  glance  so  penetrating,  the  brow  so 
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beautiMI^  painted,  that  Michael  Aiigelo  alone,  it 
might  be  said,  would  have  been  able  thus  to  conceive 
himself.  Still  it  remains  doubtful,  as  Vasari  says 
nothing  of  the  work,  which  he  really  would  not  have 
left  unnoticed  had  it  been  executed  by  Michael 
Angelo  himself. 

One  more  must  yet  be  mentioned  of  those  who 
worked  after  Michael  Angelo ;  and  tliis  was  a  young 
sculptor  who  studied  with  Tribolo,  and  who,  had  he 
not  died  young,  would,  according  to  Vasari's  opinion, 
have  attained  to  great  perfection;  His  name  was 
Pierino  da  Vinci,  a  nephew  of  Leonardo  da  Vinci's, 
the  son  of  his  youngest  brother.  I  do  not  remember 
having  seen  any  thing  by  him.  He  is  said  to  have 
produced  things  which  were  regarded  as  works  of 
Michael  Angelo's,  whose  method  of  handling  marble 
he  had  made  his  own.  Vasari  mentions  a  group  ten 
feet  high,  —  Sampson  killing  a  Philistine,  —  which 
was  begun  by  Da  Vinci,  a  sketch  of  Michael  Angelo's 
having  fiirnished  the  first  idea  for  it.  Yet  he  does 
not  say  that  he  completed  it,  nor  what  has  become 
of  it.  Equally  little  do  we  know  of  the  fate  of  the 
little  chest  made  by  Pierino  da  Vinci  for  Duke 
Cosmo  after  a  design  by  Michael  Angelo.  He  died 
young,  in  1554,  when  he  was  but  twenty-tlu-ee  years 
old,  according  to  Vasari.  Yet  it  is  supposed,  and, 
we  think,  justly,  that  probably  thirty-three  was  in- 
tended. 

Pierino  da  Vinci  can,  however,  scarcely  be  named 
as  a  pupil  of  Michael  Angelo's.  Michael  Angelo, 
indeed,  had  no  pupils.  He  worked  alone,  or,  when 
he  reqtiired  help,  artisans,  simple  stone-masons,  suited 
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him  best ;  and  these  he  knew  how  to  employ  so  skil- 
fully, that,  to  their  own  surprise,  they  produced  works 
which  could  not  have  been  better  chiselled  by  artists. 


Vaeaii  makes  this  latter  observation  with  respect 
to  the  works  of  the  mausoleum,  which,  having  been 
distributed  among  sculptors  and  stone-masons,  were 
completed  before  1550. 

The  Church  of  San  Pietro  in  Vincula,  in  which 
the  monument  was  placed,  lies  on  the  height  of  the 
Esquiline  Hill,  with  the  facade  turned  to  the  west. 
It  is,  therefore,  well  to  visit  it  towards  evening,  when 
the  light  of  the  declining  day  penetrates  strongly 
witliin  its  few  and  insignificant  windows.  Touching 
the  antique  pillars,  on  which  the  roof  of  the  old 
basilica  rests,  the  light  strikes  upon  the  monument 
which  is  placed  against  the  north  wall  at  the  end  of 
the  church,  and  from  which  the  statue  of  the  Moses 
projects.  The  struggle  between  the  yellow  evening 
glow  and  the  dusky  light  makes  it  appear  almost 
lifelike.  It  occupies  the  centre  of  the  monument. 
High  above  it,  crossing  it  like  a  bridge,  is  the  long 
niche  which  divides  tiie  whole  into  two  halves,  and 
here  the  marble  form  of  Julius  H.  lies  stretched  in 
an  open  sarcophagus,  against  the  head  of  which  he 
supports  his  head.  Prom  the  back  of  the  niche, 
behind  him,  there  gleams  out  a  slender  Madonna, 
whose  child  is  playing  with  a  small  bird  ;  thus  rep- 
resenting the  soul  of  man  flyijig  back  after  death 
into  the  hands  of  Christ,  Besides  this,  the  monu- 
ment has  four  other  figures :   in  the  niches,  on  both 
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Eddes  of  the  recumbent  figure  of  the  pope,  there  are 
two  dttiiig  figures  ;  in  the  niches  below,  on  the  right 
and  left  of  Moses,  there  are  two  standing  females,  — 
Active  and  Contemplative  Life,  after  Dante's  idea 
None  of  the  four  are  the  work  of  Michael  Angelo, 
neither  are  the  pope  and  the  Madonna.  The  Mose? 
alone  is  bis ;  he  chiselled  at  it  for  forty  years, —  forty 
years  iii  the  wilderness,  we  might  call  them ;  and, 
from  its  lifeless  marble,  his  spirit  beams  as  mightily 
upon  us,  as  does  the  sunny  brightness  of  ancient 
Greece,  with  its  mysterious  charm,  from  the  old 
statues  of  Athens.  If  the  spirit  of  Jidius  can  ever 
be  affected  by  earthly  things,  with  such  a  monument 
he  would  not  feel  tliat  too  little  had  been  done  to  Ms 


No  one  will  thint  so  in  the  present  day,  though 
neither  Michael  Angelo  himself  nor  the  Duke  of 
Urbino  were  satisfied  with  the  work,  which  certainly, 
compared  with  what  was  at  first  intended,  must  iiave 
appeared  smdl  and  poor,  but  which  still  in  itself 
contains  enough  to  rank  it  among  the  most  magnifi- 
cent monuments  which  ever  protected  the  memory 
of  a  man  from  obUvion.  The  more  we  examine  it,  the 
more  majestic  does  it  become.  And  then,  going  out 
into  the  open  air  again,  we  pass  from  the  quiet  within 
into  the  quiet  without ;  and  the  palm-tree,  on  the  de- 
clivity of  the  hill  before  us  (one  of  the  few  that  thrive 
in  Rome),  divides  the  landscape:  on  the  left,  the 
long,  slightly  wooded,  ruined  height  of  the  Palatine ; 
on  the  right,  the  Capitol,  rising  with  church,  convent, 
and  palace  towers,  above  the  confused  roofs  of  the 
houses  below. 
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The  chance,  and  perhaps  also  the  ill-will,  irhicli 
removed  the  mausoleum  to  this  place,  instead  of 
St.  Peter's  Church,  which  for  its  sake  alone  had  been 
erected  anew,  appears  now  to  have  been  a  beautiful 
decree  of  fate.  The  spot,  measured  by  the  ordinary 
standard,  is  less  honorable ;  yet  none  worthier  and 
more  honorable  could  have  been  found  throughout 
Rome.  Least  of  all  within  St.  Peter's  itself,  where, 
from  the  superabundance  of  light  on  all  sides,  from 
the  vast  arcliitecture,  and  the  endless  ornament,  any 
single  work  would  appear  crowded  and  out  of  place. 
San  Pietro  in  Vincula,  however,  is  the  church,  the 
title  of  which  Julius  bore  as  cardinal.  It  has  been 
untouched  within  by  the  modern  alterations  which 
most  of  the  old  churches  liave  seen.  And  arotmd  it 
the  city  still  lies  tolerably  retired,  and  covered  with 
gardens  and  ruins,  as  iu  the  days  in  which  Julius 
lived.  And  thus  the  place  remained  a  kind  of  sanc- 
tuary for  his  memory ;  while  the  interior  of  St. 
Peter's  Church  reminds  us  neither  of  him  nor  of 
Michael  Angelo,  nor  of  any  of  the  other  popes,  whose 
long  train  of  monuments  follow  each  other  in  bug- 
cession  along  its  walls. 
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misBion  of  the  Coffin  to  Florence — Funeral  —  Monument  in 
Santa  Croce. 

OOMOLUHIOII. 

The  Progress  of  Art  up  to  our  Own  Day  —  Rubens  —  Caravagglo 

—  Remhrandt  —  Winckelmann  —  Cars  ten  —  Cornelius. 

rpHE  appointment  of  head  architect  of  St,  Peter's 
-^  allowed  Michael  Angelo  full  power  over  every 
thing  relating  to  the  building.  He  had  no  one  to 
interfere  with  him.  He  could  employ  and  dismiss 
whom  he  thought  advisable ;  and  the  energy  with 
which  he  now  came  forward,  may  he  regarded  as  the 
power  which  fashioned  the  fate  still  awaiting  him, 
and  in  meeting  which  his  innate  firmness  never 
forsook  him. 

Long  before  Michael  Angelo  died,  his  death  was 
expected.  In  the  feeling  of  being  soon  obliged  to 
lose  him,  they  crowded  kindly  round  him,  and 
yielded   to  his   demands.      As,  however,  he  lived, 
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aud  lived,  and  got  far  beyond  eighty,  showing  still 
the  old  character,  many  who  felt  themselves  growing 
older,  and  who  would  gladly  have  stood  where  he 
stood,  grew  impatient. 

Under  Paul  III.  these  pretensions  were  suppressed. 
The  storm  first  appeared  under  his  successor.  We 
may  suppose  tliat  Michael  Angelo  spent  these  years 
very  quietly,  and  tliat  the  confusion  of  JEloman  life 
only  penetrated  his  solitude  like  a  distant  munnur. 
Yet  this  seclusion  was  not  that  of  a  weak  old  man, 
who  separates  himself  so  that  the  small  torch  of  his 
life  may  not  flare  away  too  rapidly;  but  joined  to 
the  necessity  for  solitude,  wliich  he  constantly  felt, 
was  tlie  sense  that  his  mind  had  so  little  sympathy 
with  otlier  men,  tliat  he  was  compelled  to  be  satisfied 
with  himself. 

Had  he  been  in  the  least  of  a  worldly  turn,  he 
might  have  dwelt  in  a  palace  as  Baphael  had  done, 
and  have  moved  about  witli  a  train  of  artists.  He 
miglit  have  let  works  come  forth  as  his  own  without 
toucliing  them,  and  he  might  have  sold  them  at  a 
high  price.  What  every  sculptor  in  the  present  day 
considers  as  a  matter  of  course,  Michael  Angelo  had 
never  done.  And  in  Rome  there  was  greater  splen- 
dor than  ever  under  the  Medici.  The  ambition  of 
the  Farnese  was  to  fiU  the  gaps  left  by  the  Medici. 
Artista  and  scholars  found  in  Cardinal  Famese  an 
intelhgent  patron.  There  had  never  been  iu  Rome 
BO  much  building,  painting,  and  chiselling.  In  spite 
of  Jesuits  and  Inquisition,  the  old  unrestraint  ap- 
parently prevailed  in  rehgious  matters,  —  a  fruit  of 
the  pope's  indifference  at  heart.     He  was  not  able  to 
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see  in  reli^on  more  than  a  political  means  bestowed 
especially  on  the  popes  for  the  attainment  of  political 
ends.  All  the  violence  witli  which  the  cardinal 
would  have  raged  against  heretics,  sprang  from  this 
source.  Not  a  vestige  of  real  piety,  or  even  of  pious 
emotion,  was  at  work  in  it.  Heretics  were  a  sort  of 
political  criminals  of  the  worst  sort.  When  Busini, 
in  1548,  writes  as  a  postscript  to  one  of  hb  letters  to 
Varchi,  "  Some  sound  Lutherans  have  been  put  in 
prison  here  in  Rome,"  it  has  the  same  meaning  as 
when,  three  hundred  years  later,  it  was  written  from 
St.  Petersburg,  that  many  revolutionists  were  ar- 
rested. For  the  employment  of  the  torture  and  the 
stake  at  that  lame  in  Rome,  was  as  little  a  newly  de- 
vised barbarity  as  the  knout  in  Russia ;  it  was  the 
ordinary  mode  in  criminal  cases,  only  that  in  mattera 
of  religion,  fire  was  chosen,  because  people  had  been 
before  either  strangled,  poisoned,  or  beheaded, 

The  renewed  severity  against  the  machinations  of 
the  Lutherans  in  the  latter  years  of  Paul  III.  was  the 
result  of  his  unsuccessful  policy  with  regard  to 
the  emperor,  who,  after  the  simultaneous  death  of 
Francis  I.,  and  Henry  VIII.  of  England,  saw  himself 
no  longer  opposed  by  any  prince  of  intellectual  con- 
sequence in  Europe,  and  had  Rome  so  completely  iu 
bis  hands,  that  the  bhnding  power  of  the  vast  am- 
bition that  filled  the  Famese  could  alone  prevent 
their  perceiving  it.  The  pope  was  obliged  to  grant 
money  and  auxiliaries  for  the  campaign  in  Germany. 
The  avowed  cause  of  the  war  was  the  refusal  of  the 
Protestants  to  attend  the  council  s\immoned  at  Trent. 
After  the  defeat  of  the  Landgrave  of  Ilesse,  the  Far- 
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nese  became  uneasy.  Never  had  the  comrnou  in- 
terest of  the  Lutherans  and  the  pope,  with  regard  to 
the  emperor,  come  so  plainly  to  light.  Paul  did  not 
wish  that  Charles  should  become  master  of  the  whole 
of  Germany,  and  he  suddenly  withdrew  both  troops 
and  money.  Charles,  however,  without  regardhig  it, 
crossed  the  Elbe,  and  defeated  the  Germans.  Hasty 
negotiations  now  toot  place  between  Rome  and 
France.  The  pope  aspired  after  Lombardy  for  his 
son  Pierluigi ;  Gfenoa  and  the  fleet  in  the  harbor 
were  to  be  taken  from  the  emperor  at  a  blow.  The 
conspiracy,  however,  faQed,  and  Pierluigi  lost  his 
life.  The  emperor  was  satisfied  with  sharply  observ- 
ing the  pope,  Paul  had  called  the  council  in  Bolog- 
na; Charles,  on  the  other  hand,  had  concluded  an 
agreement  with  the  Germans,  by  which  they  received 
a  comfortable  position  as  his  subjects.  He  saw  that 
it  was  impossible  to  bring  back  by  force  the  old  state 
of  things ;  he  therefore  accepted  the  position  of 
aSsais  generally,  and  only  claimed  for  himself  a 
succession  of  advantages  which  were  more  incon- 
venient than  oppressive  to  the  Lutherans. 

That,  under  these  circumstances,  there  should 
have  been  violent  proceedings  in  Italy  against  the 
Lutherans,  was  natural.  Upon  the  matter  of  attend- 
ing tlie  council,  which  had  shortly  before  been  a 
thing  of  compulsion,  the  Catholics  were  now  tlie 
first  to  withdraw.  They  could  not  discuss  reli^ous 
affairs  with  heretics.  In  Germany  the  vehemence 
of  the  theologians  against  Rome  increased.  Luther 
was  dead.  Vergerio,  now  a  German  college  tutor, 
wrote  with  Italian  vehemence  against  the  state  of 
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things  firom  which  he  had  &eed  himself,  and  vith 
which  he  was  thoroughly  acqu£unted :  with  such 
ardor  did  he  speak,  that  his  writings,  which,  written 
in  Italiaai,  were  smuggled  into  Italy,  remind  us  of 
Luther.  It  was  now  necessary  for  Home  to  employ 
a  keener  and  greater  precaution ;  and  they  began 
to  hew  down  where   before   they  had  only  struck 


Michael  Angelo  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  Lu 
therans ;  nothing  therefore  that  happened  to  them 
affected  him.  But  the  general  uneasy  state  of  things 
touched  him  in  other  ways.  A  letter  to  his  nephew,'^ 
dated  the  22d  October,  1547,  afibrds  us  a  glimpse 
into  the  state  of  things  under  Cosmo,  whose  £rst 
proposals  were  at  that  time  answered  negatively  by 
Michael  Angelo.  The  duke  seems  not  to  have  taken 
these  excuses  well.  He  had,  not  merely  in  Florence, 
but  throughout  Italy,  spies,  whose  duty  it  was  to 
watch  his  subjects  in  forc^n  countries.  And  thus 
Leonardo  was  at  that  time  obliged  to  warn  his  uncle 
of  bad  company. 

"  I  am  glad,  Leonardo,"  repli^  Midiael  Angelo,  "  that 
you  have  reminded  me  of  the  laws  of  baDishmeDt ;  for  how- 
ever cautious  I  have  been  up  to  the  present  time  ia  speak- 
ing with  the  exiles,  and  in  having  intercourse  with  them, 
I  shall  in  future  be  still  more  on  my  guard.  With  regard 
to  my  having  lain  ill  in  the  Strozzi'a  house  (this  matter, 
that  had  happened  three  years  ago,  was  therefore  non 
brought  forward  against  him),  I  was  not  in  their  house, 
but  in  the  dwelling  of  Luigi  del  Eicoio,  my  intimate  friend : 
for,  since  the  death  of  Bartolomeo  Angelioi,  no  man  had 
"  S«e  Appendix,  Nolo  LXXV.  t  Itnd.  Hota  LSXVI. 
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better  or  more  faithfully  cared  for  my  affairs ;  and  after  hia 
deatli,  as  all  Rome  can  testify,  I  have  liaci  nothing  more 
to  do  with  the  house.  How  I  live  here,  every  one  knows, 
I  am  always  alone  and  solitary,  speaking  with  do  one, 
and  least  of  all  with  Florentines.  When  I  am,  indeed, 
greeted  in  the  street,  I  return  a  friendly  bow,  and  go  my 
way ;  but,  if  I  knew  who  the  exiles  referred  to  ai-e,  I  would 
not  even  give  this  sign  of  recognition.  In  future  I  will  be 
on  my  guard,  especially  as  I  have  so  many  other  things  in 
my  mind  that  might  render  my  inteiTOurse  with  them 
dangerous." 

This  letter  was  indeed  written  that  it  might  be 
read  publicly  in  Florence.  Michael  Angelo  knew 
well  in  whose  house  he  bad  been  ill,  and  what  mes- 
sage he  had  sent  to  the  King  of  France  through 
Strozzi.  Wlien  Ruberto  Strozzi  was  in  Rome,  in 
the  spring  of  1546,  it  would  have  been  a  wonder  if 
he  had  not  inquired  after  Michael  Angelo.  The 
Strozzi  always  remained  in  connection  with  Rome, 
and  with  the  Florentines  residing  there.  Tlirough 
them,  in  later  years,  the  order  for  the  bronze  eques- 
trian statue  for  Henry  II.  of  France  had  been  settled. 
Ruberto  came  himself  to  consult  with  Michael  An- 
gelo about  it,  upon  which  tbe  work  was  consigned 
to  Dauiele  da  Yolterra,  who  also  cast  the  horse  for 
it ;  the  last  work  of  importance  of  this  kind  entered 
upon  iinder  Michael  Angelo's  direction.  In  Flor- 
ence, however,  such  connections  had  to  be  denied, 
because  they  might  have  been  injurious  to  the 
fajnUj.  How  much  more  tolerable  must  life  have 
been  in  Rome,  where  the  danger  of  losing  life  and 
liberty  was  removed  by  the  manifold  protection  of 
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Uioee  in  power ;  while  in  Florence,  one  single  in- 
flexible tyrant  kept  his  net  outspread,  and  let  none 
go  forth  agun  who  had  once  faUen  into  its  meshes. 


In  the  autumn  of  1549,  Paul  lH.  died. 

Michael  Angelo  had  had  a  severe  illness  in  the 
spring.  He  suffered  from  the  stone.  He  lay  groan- 
ing all  night,  and  could  get  no  sleep.  The  physicians 
held  out  hope  to  him ;  but  he  brought  forward,  on 
the  other  hand,  his  age  and  his  harrowing  sorrows, 
and  believed  that  his  end  was  approaching.  The 
baths  of  Viterbo  were  ordered  for  him,  he  writes ; " 
but  it  was  in  March,  and  they  could  not  be  visited 
before  the  beginning  of  May.  Time  might  perhaps 
bring  alleviation.  Leonardo,  he  says,  must  beg 
Francesca  to  pray  for  him.  For  the  rest,  he  adds, 
with  regard  to  his  condition  physically,  he  was  jusl- 
as  he  had  been  for  thirty  years  past.  The  Ubiesr 
owed  its  origin  to  his  not  having  taken  care  of  him 
self,  and  his  having  regarded  his  life  too  little.  If 
it  went  worse  with  him,  he  would  send  him  word, 
that  he  might  come  and  receive  his  last  directions ; 
bnt  without  such  a  summons  he  was  not  to  come. 

At  length,  in  the  summer,  the  illness  relaxed  a 
little.  He  drank  some  waters  brought  forty  miles 
irom  Rome,  which  did  him  good ;  he  was  obliged  to 
have  all  his  food  cooked  with  them,  and  to  change 
his  entire  mode  of  life.f  'It  seems  that  only  a  pam- 
ful  uneasiness  was  left  behind,  and  that  be  devoted 
himself  to  his  new  office  with  eagerness.     For  (  .e 

"  Sea  Appendix,  Note  IJtXVlL         f  Ilnd.,  Note  T.TnfVrn 
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injury  caused  him  by  tlie  loss  of  Piafieuza,~~thc 
half  of  his  pension  being  paid  from  the  revenues  of 
the  ferry  leading  from  thence  across  the  Po,  —  the 
pope  had  indemnified  him  by  a  cancelleria  in  Bimini, 
which  brought  in  also  sis  hundred  crowns.  He 
stood  well  with  Paul  III.  When  Leonardo  sent 
wine,  the  pope  was  glad  to  receive  many  bottles  of 
it  as  a  present.*  And  thus  it  could  not  be  bat  that 
the  loss  of  Farnese  should  affect  him, 

"  Lbohakdo,"  —  lie  writes  to  his  nephew  in  November, 
1549,  —  "It  is  true,  the  death  of  the  pope  has  done  me 
much  harm,  and  has  been  a  great  loss  to  me;  ibr  I  stood 
well  with  His  Hohness,  and  hoped  to  do  better.  GJod  has 
so  willed  it,  and  we  must  submit  to  his  will.  The  pope 
had  a  beautiful  death ;  he  was  in  possession  of  his  senses 
vp  to  the  last :  may  God  have  mercy  on  his  soul !  I  have 
/lothing  further  to  write  about  it.  With  you,  I  believe, 
all  is  going  on  well.  As  regards  my  state  of  health,  ray 
malady  goes  on  as  well  as  can  be ;  and,  when  I  look  at 
other  people  of  my  age,  I  dare  not  complain  of  my  lot. 
We  are  expecting  the  new  pope  from  hour  to  hour.  Gtod 
knows  what  Christendom  needs."  t 

Famese  was  more  than  eighty  years  old.  His 
last  illness  arose  from  the  rage  with  which  the  con- 
duet  of  his  family  filled  him :  behind  his  back  they 
had  entered  into  negotiations  with  the  emperor 
respecting  the  recovery  of  Parma  and  Piacenza. 

Whole  systems  seemed  personified  in  the  men 
who,  at  that  time,  might  arrive  at  the  highest  dig- 
nity. 

•  gee  Appendis,  Note  LXXIX.  t  /Wi.  Note  LXXS. 
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All  eyes  were  directed  to  Cardinal  Pole.  The 
emperor,  who  desired  a  mild  and  placable  nature, 
was  on  his  side.  Contariiii  would  have  stood  in 
Pole's  place,  had  he  stdl  lived.  Pole  was  atdl 
young,  and  would  have  perhaps  possessed  sufficient 
pHability  to  accommodate  himself  to  both  sides. 
He  was  favored  also  by  Cardinal  Farnese,  who  had 
quite  gone  over  to  the  emperor,  from  the  conviction 
that  the  interests  of  his  family  were  thus  most 
surely  promoted.  Caraffii,  however,  came  forward 
against  Pole,  and  called  liim  a  Lutheran.  Still  he 
would  have  been  elected,  in  spite  of  every  thing, 
had  he  not  been  abandoned  at  the  last  moment  by 
the  only  voice  upon  which  tlie  election  depended, 
and  which  had  been  already  promised. 

Opposed  to  Pole  and  the  emperor  and  Farnese, 
stood  the  French  party,  led  by  the  Cardinals  Sal- 
viati  and  Ridolfi ;  behind  whom  Catherine  dei  Me- 
dici and  the  Strozzi  were  at  work.  It  might  be 
supposed  what  would  happen,  if  one  of  these  two, 
who  considered  themselves  as  the  most  genuine  heirs 
of  the  old  Lorenzo  Medici,  were.to  ascend  the  papal 
chair.  French  troops  under  the  Strozzi  would  at 
once  unite  with  the  papal,  and  march  against  Tus- 
cany. What  for  a  time  placed  an  obstacle  in  the 
way  of  both  Salviati  and  Ridolfi  was,  that  each  of 
them  desired  to  be  pope.  Ridolfi,  on  the  point  of 
being  elected,  was  taken  ill.  On  his  recovery,  he 
appeared  ^ain  in  the  conclave ;  he  suddenly  broke 
down  there.  The  opinion  was,  that  poison  had  been 
the  last  means  employed  by  the  Farnese  to  rid  them- 
selves of  this  man. 
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Both  elections  would  have  been  of  the  utmost 
importance  to  Michael  Angelo,  as  he  wbs  on  good 
terms  with  Pole  as  well  as  with  Ridolfl,  and  each 
would  have  acted  in  a  different  manner  in  accord- 
ance with  his  wishes.  Nevertheless,  the  man  who 
was  at  length  elevated  to  the  papal  dignity,  Cardinal 
del  Monte,  upon  whom  they  agreed  because  there 
was  least  to  urge  against  him,  cotild  be  scarcely  less 
favorable  to  Michael  Ajigelo.  He  was  a  member 
of  Tolomei's  academy,  where  Vitruvius  was  studied, 
and  he  loved  art  and  artists.  Michael  Angelo  was 
treated  by  him  with  a  reverence  which  exceeded  all 
the  kindness  that  even  Paul  lH.  had  shown  him, 
and  the  most  favorable  position  was  given  him  dur- 
ing the  few  years  of  the  new  Government. 

In  political  things,  Monte,  as  was  expected,  did 
nothing.  Vergerio  spoke  of  him,  in  allusion  to  hie 
name,  as  "  this  immovable  mass  which  is  a  burden 
to  Christendom,"  Julius  III.  —  as  the  new  pope 
styled  himself — allowed  Lutherans  to  be  Lutherans, 
and  endeavored  before  every  thing  to  elevate  his 
family.  A.  youth  of  seventeen,  whom  a  beggar- 
woman  had  borne  to  him  at  Bologna,  and  whom  he 
loved  madly,  was  made  a  cardinal ;  and  a  splendid 
villa  was  begun  to  be  built  on  Monte  Mario,  which 
trom  henceforth,  witli  good  eating  and  drinking, 
engaged  all  the  pope's  interest,  and  made  him  a  god 
in  the  opinion  of  the  artists.  Painters,  sculptors, 
architects,  had  abundance  to  do.  Michael  Angelo 
vas  required  everywhere.  Ammanati,  Delia  Porta,, 
and  Vasari,  foimd  themselves  most  in  favor.  Mi- 
chael Angelo  himself  midertook  no  commission ;  yet, 
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from  his  design,  a  flight  of  steps  was  built  for  the 
Belvedere,  instead  of  the  old  ones  which  BrajnaDte 
had  erected.  He  drew  also  the  plan  for  a  fountain 
which  Julius  intended  to  liave  erected  in  the  same 
place,  —  a  Moses  striking  the  rock.  The  pope,  how- 
ever, did  not  like  it,  because  it  would  have  required 
too  much  time.  At  last  he  designed  the  facade  of 
a  palace  for  Julius,  which,  however,  also  was  never 
executed.  The  pope  had  liim  sit  down  by  his  side 
when  he  desired  an  audience.  That  the  authority 
for  continuing  the  buildup  of  St.  Peter's  was  con- 
firmed, needs  scarcely  be  said.  » 

With  respect  to  this  work,  a  new  storm  now  burst 
over  Michael  Angelo.  Under  San  Gallo,  the  build- 
ing had  been  a  source  of  wealth  to  many  who  were 
either  dismissed  or  were  cut  short  in  their  wages 
by  Michael  Angelo,  who  was  parsimony  itself.  He 
could  afford  to  appear  all  the  more  regardless  here, 
as  he  himself  accepted  not  the  slightest  pay.  Paul 
in.  once  wished  to  urge  upon  him  a  sum  of  money, 
which  he,  however,  immediately  returned.  Michael 
Angelo  was  certainly  plain-spoken  here. 

"  Ton  know  "  —  thus  begins  a  letter  of  his  respecting 
the  building*  —  "you  know  ttat  I  have  told  Balduccio, 
he  ia  not  to  furnish  any  thing  but  the  best  cement.  He 
has  brought  some  of  bad  quality,  and  without  a  doubt  he 
must  take  it  back.  It  is  more  than  probable  that  there 
was  an  underatanding  between  him  and  those  who  had  to 
receive  the  cement.  He  favored  those  whom  I  have  diB- 
missed  &om  the  building,  from  similar  circumstauces.  He, 
however,  who  receives  the  necessary  materials  of  a  bad 
•  See  Appendix,  Note  I.XXXI. 
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qnalitj,  and  such  as  I  have  forbidden  to  be  received, 
makes  those  his  friends  wliona  I  have  made  my  foes.  A 
new  conspiracy  seems  again  preparing;  and  justice  ia  to 
be  evaded  with  fees,  promises,  and  ^fts.  I,  however,  by 
virtue  of  the  power  bestowed  on  me  by  the  pope,  request 
you  to  receive  nothing  for  the  building  which  is  not  good 
and  suitable.  Even  if  it  wei-e  to  come  down  from  heaven, 
it  shall  not  be  done.  It  shall  not  appear  as  if  I  took  part 
in  these  machinations. 

"Tour  Michael  Angelo." 

Tliis  was  distinct.  The  Cardinals  Salviati  and 
Oervini,  to  whom  the  care  of  the  building  had  espe- 
cially been  consigned,  had  allowed  themselves  to  be 
gained  over  by  San  Gallo's  old  party,  and  induced 
Julius  m.  to  call  a  council  before  which  Michael 
Angelo  should  defend  himself.  All  those  who  had 
hitherto  been  engaged  in  St.  Peter's  Church  were 
to  meet  together,  and  to  give  evidence  that  the 
building  had  been  destroyed  by  Micliael  Angelo's 
new  plan.  1"he  gentlemen  had  a  number  of  com- 
plaints. Inmieuse  sums  had  been  expended  without 
their  having  been  told  wherefore ;  nothing  had  been 
communicated  to  them  of  the  manner  in  which  the 
building  was  to  be  carried  on ;  they  were  completely 
useless  ;  Michael  Angelo  treated  them  as  if  the  mat- 
ter did  not  concern  them  at  all ;  he  pulled  down, 
so  that  it  was  a  sorrow  to  all  who  saw  it.  This  was 
what  they  expressed  in  a  written  document.  Yet 
their  criticism  was  not  satisfied  with  such  general 
statements.  The  special  point  in  question  was  the 
transverse  arches,  stretching  right  and  left  from 
the  centre  of  the  church,  where  the  dome  was  to 
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be  r^sed,  and  each  of  which  terminated  in  three 
chapels.  Michael  Angelo's  adversaries  asserted  that 
by  this  arrangement  too  little  light  reached  the 
interior ;  a  fiict  which  even  the  pope  confidentially 
communicated  to  him.  He  replied,  that  he  wished 
those  with  whom  the  reproof  originated  to  answer 
at  the  spot.  Tlie  cardinals  now  came  forward,  and 
Oervini  declared  that  it  was  he  who  had  made  the 
assertion.  "  Monsignore,"  replied  Michael  Angelo, 
"  I  intend  placing  three  other  windows  above  those 
already  there."  —  "  Ton  never  gave  a  liint  of  that," 
answered  the  cardinal.  To  which  Michael  Angelo 
rejohied,  "  Nor  was  I  bound  to  do  so ;  nor  will  I 
bind  myself  to  give  your  lordship,  or  any  one  else, 
information  of  my  intentions.  Tour  office  is  to 
liirnish  money,  and  to  take  care  that  it  is  not  stolen. 
As  regards  the  building  plan,  that  concerns  me 
alone."  And  then,  turning  to  the  pope,  "  Holy 
Father,"  he  said,  "  you  know  what  I  get  for  my 
money,  and  that,  if  my  work  does  not  tend  to  the 
saving  of  my  soul,  I  shall  have  expended  time  and 
trouble  in  vain  upon  it."  Julius  placed  his  hand 
on  his  shoulder.  "  Yoiir  eternal  and  temporal  wel- 
fere,"  he  smd,  "  shall  not  suffer  from  it.  There 
is  no  fear  of  that."  The  conference  ended;  and 
Michael  Angelo  had  rest  h'om  his  adversaries,  so 
long  as  Julias  m.  lived. 


Instead  of  this,  the  building  of  the  church  was 
interfered  with  by  external  af&irs:  the  war  which 

the  Strozzi  wishDd  to  wage   against  Cosmo  was  at 
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length  brought  about,  and  for  the  last  time  blood 
was  shed  in  Tuscauy  for  the  freedom  of  Florence, 

In  the  year  1552,  the  German  Protestants  had 
compensated  for  the  injury  they  had  received  five 
years  before  at  the  hands  of  the  emperor.  Charlee 
was  now  the  yielding  party,  who  was  obhged  to 
agree  to  conventions.  Encour^ment  and  support 
had  reached  the  Germans  fi^om  France ;  and,  after 
thii^  in  the  North  had  taken  such  a  fiivorable 
turn,  the  same  good  fortnne  was  now  to  be  attempted 
in  the  South.  French  troops  landed  in  Tuscany ; 
and  the  contest  began,  upon  which  the  old  liberly 
party  still  placed  their  hopes. 

It  does  not  appear  to  me,  that  Michael  Angelo 
took  part  in  the  old  ideas.  He  was  too  old,  and 
knew  the  motives  too  well  which  served  as  the  in- 
centive. But  when  we  hear  that  a  Soderini  declared 
himself  in  Rome  for  Pietro  Strozzi,  when  the  latter 
appeared  there ;  that  Bindo  Altoviti,  a  rich  man, 
head  of  the  Florentine  community  in  Rome,  and  an 
intimate  friend  of  Michael  Angelo's,*  did  the  same  ; 
that  Asdrubale  dei  Medici,  a  natural  son  of  Ip- 
polito's,  appeared ;  and  that  with  him  sixty  Floren- 
tine noblemen,  all  exiles,  young  and  old,  arrived  in 
Rome  on  the  tidings  of  the  great  undertaking,  and 
awaited  with  enthusiasm  the  contest  in  which  they 
hoped  to  free  their  country,  —  when  we  hear  all 
this,  it  is  almost  impossible  to  suppose  that  Michael 
Angelo's  heart  was  not  touched  by  the  s^ht  of  these 
preparations,  and  by  the  thought  of  the  possible 
issue  of  the  war.     More  he  could  not  do,  now  that 
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he  saw  death  so  soon  before  him,  and  no  earthly 
ftiture  any  longer  in  view.  But  that  lie  was  yet 
capable  of  feeling  in  his  own  breast  the  welfare  and 
woe  of  the  world,  is  evidenced  by  his  reply  to  Var 
sari's  letter,  when  the  latter  congratulated  him  on 
the  birth  of  a  great-nephew. 

Vasari,  in  the  first  edition  of  his  Biography,  finds 
fault  with  Michael  Angelo  for  never  having  his 
relatives  with  him.  From  an  early  period,  as  his 
letters  testify,  he  held  himself  from  them  as  much 
as  possible,  —  first  from  his  brothers,  and  then  from 
his  nephews.  It  may  have  been  because  lie  wished 
to  devote  himself  to  his  work  without  interruption. 
How  thoroughly,  however,  he  did  for  his  family  in 
other  ways  all  that  lay  in  his  power,  is  evidenced  by 
his  letters  to  Leonardo,  from  which  it  appears  that 
he  sent  considerable  sums  of  money  to  Morence  for 
tlie  enlargement  of  the  Buonarroti  estate.  He 
wished  to  place  his  nephew  in  as  brilliant  a  position 
as  possible,  so  that  he  might  make  a  good  marriage, 
to  the  honor  of  his  family.  He  unceasingly  alludes 
to  this  affair,  which,  however,  only  came  to  a  satis- 
factory conclusion  in  the  year  1553.  And  when  bis 
nephew  at  last  communicated  to  him  that  he  bad 
gained  bis  object,  the  sympathy  witli  which  Michael 
Angelo  replies,  shows  the  love  which  be  cherished 
towards  his  own  belon^gs,  and  his  desire  to  make 
it  evident  to  them. 

"Leonardo," — he  writes,  —  "From  your  last  letter,  I 
see  that  you  have  brought  yonr  wife  home,  and  that  you 
are  happy,  and  that  she  wiehes  to  be  remembered  to  me, 
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and  that  you  have  arranged  nothing  yet  about  the  Aawry. 
Ah  regards  your  happiness,  it  fills  me  with  the  greatest 
joy,  and  I  feel  that  we  cannot  sufficiently  thank  God  for  it, 
as  far  as  we  men  are  able  to  do  so.  With  regard  to  the 
settlement  of  the  dowry,  let  it  rest  as  it  is,  and  keep  your 
eyes  open ;  for,  in  such  money  matters,  quarrels  are  hkely 
to  arise.  I  know  not  how  things  are ;  but  it  seems  to  me, 
that  you  would  have  done  well  lo  have  arranged  every 
thing  before  the  wedding.  With  respect  to  your  wife's 
remembrances,  remember  me  to  her  back  again,  and  say 
all  the  love  and  kindness  to  her  you  can  in  my  name ;  for 
you  will  do  this  better  by  word  of  mouth  than  I  should  in 
writing.  My  wish  is,  that  she  should  not  be  the  wife  of 
my  nephew  for  nought.  I  have  been  able  to  give  her  no 
proof  of  this  at  present ;  but  I  expect  soon  to  do  so.  They 
tell  me  that  a  beautiful  and  valuable  pearl  ornament  would 
please  her  well.  I  have  already  looked  for  such  a  thing 
at  a  goldsmith's,  a  friend  of  Urbino's;  and  I  hope  to  get  it. 
But  say  nothing  to  her  about  it ;  and,  if  you  think  of  any 
thing  else,  let  me  know.  With  this  I  will  conclude. 
Live  prudently,  and  take  care  of  yourself,  and  do  not 
forget  that  there  are  more  widows  than  widowers  in  the 
world.     The  20th  May,  1553. 

"  MlCHABLAHGELO   BnONARBOn.** 

SooQ  after  tliis,  he  sent  rings,  and  promises  other 
things  acceptable  to  Cassandra,  —  for  such  was  the 
name  of  Leonardo's  wife,  —  to  vrhom  at  the  same 
time  he  sends  his  thanks  for  shirts  which  she  had 
given  him ;  and,  in  March,  1554,  he  expresses  his 
hearty  satisfaction  to  Leonardo  that  the  birth  of  a 
child  was  expected. 

His  handwriting  here  appears  xmsteady  for  the 
first  time.     He  was  eighty  years  of  age.     It  is  only 
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a  few  lines  that  he  sends.  Writing  fatigues  him.* 
Bis  wish  is,  he  says,  that,  if  it  be  a  boy,  he  should 
receive  the  name  of  Bnouarroto,  as  that  of  his  grand- 
father, a  name  which  had  now  been  three  hundred 
years  in  the  family.  The  baby  appeared  at  last. 
"  Leonardo,"  —  writes  Michael  Angelo, — "You  tell 
me  that  Cassandra  has  given  birth  to  a  beautiful 
son ;  that  she  is  going  on  well ;  and  that  you  will 
name  him  Buonarroto.  All  these  things  fill  me  with 
the  greatest  joy  (grandisnma  allegrezza).  Thank 
God !  may  he  grant  that  the  child  may  thrive,  so 
that  he  may  do  us  honor,  and  maintain  the  family 
aright !  Give  Cassandra  my  thanks,  and  remember 
me  to  her."  f 

These  were  just  the  darkest  times  for  Tuscany. 
In  the  midst  of  them,  Leonardo  arranged  a  magni 
ficent  christening.  A  splendid  train  of  noble  Flor- 
entine ladies  conveyed  the  child  to  the  Church  of 
San  Giovanni.  Vasari  wrote  to  Michael  Angelo 
about  it.  Tliis  was,  however,  going  too  far  for  him. 
He  could  not  conceive,  he  replied,  that  such  a  noise 
should  now  be  made  at  the  birth  of  a  child.  A  man 
ought  not  to  give  way  to  joy  when  the  whole  world 
was  in  tears  Q'Kuomo,  jwn  dee  ridere  quando  tuUo 
il  mondo  piange).  Perhaps  in  the  reproach  which 
he  thus  expresses,  a  far  more  serious  thought  lay 
concealed.  He  saw  Tuscany  convulsed  by  the  sad- 
dest events,  and,  in  spite  of  this,  unconcerned  joy 
in  his  nephew's  house  at  the  birth  of  a  son.  He 
meant  to  say,  that  the  times  were  at  hand  in  which 
the  fate  of  the  country  was  no  longer  that  which 

*  B«e  Appendix,  NotB  LXXXIU.  t  H«d-t  Nols  LXXXIV. 
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ndsed  or  depressed  her  citizens ;  that  an  indiBerent 
generation  was  living,  no  longer  capable  of  feeling 
that  patriotic  transport  and  despair,  which  would 
formerly,  under  such  circumstances,  have  agitated 
the  breast  of  a  Florentine.  In  earlier  times,  in  war, 
the  liberty  and  the  honor  of  every  citizen  was  at 
stake.  Now,  only  the  advantage  of  the  dynasty  is 
involved.  There  is  no  more  hopeless  spectacle  than 
to  see  such  sentiments  arising  in  tlie  course  of  cen- 
turies; there  is  nothing  more  despicable  than  the 
outward  peace  and  order  whicli  begins  with  it.  All 
individual  and  hearty  interest  in  the  glory  of  the 
country  is  destroyed ;  indeed  it  is  almost  considered 
as  criminal.  Men  have  to  suffer,  to  be  silent,  and  to 
obey.  They  are  not  to  concern  themselves  about 
things  they  do  not  understand.  Sacli  are  the  people 
who  now  appear ;  who,  beside  tliemselves  at  the  heav- 
enly presence  of  His  Excellency  the  duke,  implore 
permission  to  he  allowed  to  kiss  his  sacred  hands. 
So  says  even  Vasari ;  and  yet  he  is  a  character  and  an 
independent  man,  compared  with  those  who  were  the 
servants  of  the  duke  a  hundred  years  later. 

The  revolt  of  Siena  against  the  Spanish  garrison 
began  the  war.  Cosmo  ought  to  have  come  to  the 
help  of  the  Spaniards,  his  allies;  but  matters  were  so 
unfavorable  for  the  emperor  at  that  time,  that  ho 
remained  neutral.  Siena  now  entered  under  the 
protection  of  the  French.  Cosmo  still  stood  well 
with  France,  until,  after  some  time,  owing  to  a 
change  of  circumstances,  it  seemed  fitting  to  bring 
the  Spaniards  by  force  back  again  into  Siena.  Piero 
Strozzi  then  went  to  Siena :  he  arrived  on  the  1st 
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January,  1554,  and  began  to  fortify  the  city.  Still, 
war  was  not  yet  declared.  Cosmo  considered  it 
advantageous  to  strike  the  first  blow. 

For  four  days,  Florence  was  kept  shut  up,  so  that 
no  tidings  might  reach  Siena.  For  it  seems  that  the 
quiet  adherents  of  liberty  began  to  ra^e  iu  secret. 
Even  in  Sau  Marco,  the  monks  still  clung  to  the  lib- 
erty prophesied  by  Savonarola;  and  they  had  their 
believers  among  the  citizens. 

During  these  four  days,  the  attack  of  Siena  was 
prepared :  ten  thousand  men  were  assembled,  and, 
marching  past  Florence  by  night,  they  moved  for- 
ward unobserved ;  and  while  the  Sienese  were  cele- 
brating a  festival,  and  Strozzi  was  accidentally  absent, 
the  scaling-ladders  were  placed.  The  plot,  however, 
failed.  Still  the  war  was  begun ;  the  devastation  of 
the  land  commenced ;  and,  on  Good  Friday,  the 
tidings  of  the  first  defeat  of  the  ducal  troops  arrived 
in  Florence.  A  number  of  dead,  a  still  greater 
number  of  prisoners,  and  ten  standards,  were  lost  by 
Cosmo's  troops  in  this  encounter.  At  the  same  time, 
France  levied  tliree  thousand  Swiss,  who  were  to 
invade  the  land  &om  the  north ;  and  Lioui  Strozzi, 
the  second  brother,  appeared  as  high  admiral  with  the 
French  fleet  on  the  coasts  of  Tuscany. 

With  Lioni's  death,  however,  which  was  occa- 
sioned by  an  unhappy  shot,  the  fortune  began  to 
turn.  After  long  marchings  hither  and  thither,  a 
decisive  battle  took  place  on  the  2d  August,  in  which 
four  thousand  men  were  killed,  and  almost  all  the 
Florentine  exiles  engaged  in  the  contest  were  taken 
prisoners  by  the  ducal  troops.     All,  however,  — and 
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this  is  a  remarkable  sign, — were  set  free  again  by 
the  soldiers,  and  only  seveu  were  brought  to  Florenco 
and  beheaded.  The  Florentines  in  Rome,  who  had 
declared  for  Strozzi,  were  declared  rebels, 

A  short  time  after  these  events,  Michael  Angelo 
received  fresh  offers  to  return  to  Florence.  The 
hope  of  his  coming  this  time  rested  on  the  feet,  that 
the  money  for  the  building  of  St.  Peter's  began  to 
lail.  In  the  four  years,  from  1547  to  1551,  we  find 
a  hundred  and  twenty-one  thousand  ducats  issued 
for  it ;  in  the  four  following,  only  half  tliat  sum. 
Tlie  war  was  in  nowise  at  an  end.  Strozzi  was 
again  in  Siena  with  new  forces ;  the  French  threat- 
ened from  Piedmont :  there  was  little  prospect  for 
Michael  Angelo  in  Some,  that,  at  such  a  time,  the 
building  would  be  more  vigorously  taken  up.  Still 
he  preferred  remaining  at  his  post ;  and  how  thor- 
oughly he  was  resolved,  imder  any  circumstances, 
not  to  go  away,  was  evidenced  in  March,  1555,  when 
Julius  III.  died,  and  Cardinal  Cervini  was  elected 
pope  in  his  stead,  —  the  same  man  with  whom  he 
had  come  into  such  hard  contest,  and  with  whose 
elevation  the  attacks  of  the  San-Gallo  party  would 
be  revived. 

Cosmo  at  once  repeated  his  request.  He  promised 
Michael  Angelo  that  he  should  be  troubled  with  no 
work  in  Florence.  His  presence  alone  was  desired, 
and  that  he  now  and  then  should  give  an  opinion 
upon  the  duke's  undertakings.  Tlie  zeal  with  which 
Vasari  and  Tribolo  seconded  these  proposals,  pro- 
ceeded, it  seems,  also  from  the  hope  of  at  len^h 
triumphing  over  Bandinelli,  whose  influence  at  court 
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WBS  notorious.  Bandinelli  managed  in  the  old  man- 
ner,— insulted  Michael  Angelo,  exerted  himself  con- 
stantly to  produce  works  which  should  place  his  in 
the  shade,  and  was  not  to  he  suppressed,  though  he 
had  all  the  world  agauist  him,  and,  most  of  all,  Ben- 
venuto  CeUini,  who,  whenever  Michael  Angelo  was 
mentioned,  interfered  on  behalf  of  his  master. 

Michael  Angelo  might  perhaps  have  been  attracted 
this  time,  had  the  new  pope  ruled  longer  than  three 
weeks,  half  of  which  time  he  was  ill.  There  were 
special  causes  for  Michael  Angelo's  remaining  in 
Rome  under  Cervini's  successor,  and  for  his  continu- 
ing to  remain  there. 

Caraflfe.  now  ascended  the  papal  ch^.  The  fa- 
natical old  man  with  the  death's-head  face,  after 
haTing  labored  fifty  years  for  the  papal  religion,  at 
length  obtained  possession  of  the  power  which  no 
longer  imposed  restraints  upon  his  will.  His  pre- 
decessor had  issued  orders  for  the  reform  of  morals : 
with  fearful  severity,  these  endeavors  were  now  taken 
up  by  the  new  octogenarian  ruler ;  and  that  the  day 
of  his  accession  to  power  might  be  a  memorable  one 
to  Michael  Angelo,  he  deprived  him  at  once  of  his 
pension  of  twelve  hundred  crowns.  He  was  to  be  in- 
demnified for  this  with  one  hundred  crowns  monthly 
from  the  funds  for  the  building  of  St,  Peter's :  but  he 
persisted  in  receiving  nothing  from  this  quarter ; 
he  sent  the-  money  back  when  it  was  brought  to  his 
house,  and  conseqiiently  lost  it.  Yet  all  this  is  said 
to  have  taken  place  behind  the  pope's  back.*  For 
this  was  the  demoniacal  trait  of  Paul  IV.'s  charac- 
•  See  AMiendii,  Note  LXXXT, 
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ter,  peculiar  to  him,  as  it  is  to  all  energetic  naturee 
living  only  in  idea,  —  tliat  he  endeavored  to  carry 
out  his  designs  by  force,  and,  at  the  same  time,  waa 
without  the  slightest  knowledge  of  the  men  whom 
he  employed,  and  who  formed  his  staff  and  suite. 
Michael  Angelo  was  too  proud  to  speak  to  the  pope 
of  money.  -Ho  might  have  done  so ;  for  Paul  sent 
for  liim,  and  expressed  in  the  most  gracious  manner 
his  hope  of  seeing  the  building  of  the  churcii  rapidly 
advanced.  At  the  same  time,  one  of  the  most  tal- 
ented intriguers,  Piero  Ligorio,  a  Neapolitan,  was 
appointed  architect  of  the  Vatican ;  and,  in  connec- 
tion with  San  Gallo's  party,  he  began  immediately 
to  plot  against  Michael  Angelo. 

The  latter  was  eighty-one  years  old  when  these 
new  means  were  applied  for  removing  him  from  hia 
office.  The  report  was  spread  abroad  tliat  he  had 
become  cliildish ;  tliat  it  was  necessary  to  displace 
him  ;  that  he  was  too  old  and  weak.  But,  instead 
of  closing  with  the  Florentine  offers,  which  grew 
more  and  more  honorable  and  urgent,  whUe  his  foot^ 
ing  in  Rome  became  more  and  more  insecure,  he 
stood  hrmly  at  his  post  so  long  as  a  spark  of  power 
was  left  in  his  body. 

4. 

Paul  IV".  is  one  of  the  characters  who  stand  forth 
as  monstrous  in  history.  The  whole  extent  of  tlio 
horrors  perpetrated  by  Rome,  as  a  remedy  for  heresy, 
are  associated  witli  tlio  name  of  Caraffa.  Few 
dates  are  required  to  show  the  course  adopted.  Any 
connection  with   heretics,  even  accidental   meeting 
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with  tiiem,  was  punished  by  a  fine  of  five  hundred 
ducats  tlje  first  time,  aud  by  death  in  case  of  repeti- 
tion, A  merely  lengthened  conversation  with  such 
as  were  summoned  before  justice  for  any  cause  in 
matters  of  heresy,  met  with  a  fine,  the  first  time,  of 
two  hundred  and  fifty  ducats,  then  exile,  and  then 
death.  It  was  thus  in  1558.  Three  years  later  it  was 
enacted  that  all  letters,  packets,  and  luggage  should 
be  opened  and  searched  on  behalf  of  the  Inquisition. 
Soon  after,  the  strictest  meastires  of  surreillance 
were  instituted  over  merchants  travelling  abroad. 
In  1566,  death  awaited  any  in  communication  with 
Gteneva.  In  1568,  all  foreigners  were  watched.  The 
number  of  holy  wafers  dispensed  had  to  be  reported 
to  the  duke  in  Florence.  Such  was  the  progress  of 
things.  Julius  HI.  was  the  last  pope  in  the  old 
Bpirit.  With  him  the  age  of  renaissance  terminated, 
and  the  century  of  revival  was  followed  by  that  of 
decline. 

Still,  I  think,  injustice  has  been  done  to  Garafia. 
He  was  not  cruel  by  nature :  he  believed  in  the  good 
in  men,  and  showed  himself  kindly  where  he  enter- 
tained no  suspicion.  Moreover,  just  as  he  roled  the 
^e,  he  was  nevertheless  ruled  by  it.  It  is  possible 
that  Pole  and  Morouc,  who  were  candidates  with 
him  in  the  election,  would  have  pursued  in  general 
no  other  course.  A  proof  of  this  is  Pole's  conduct 
in  England,  whither  he  went  as  legate,  and  where 
lie  instituted  proceedings  against  the  deceased  wife 
of  an  Italian  convert,  Peter  Martyr,  who  had  long 
ago  belonged  to  his  own  and  Vittoria's  society.  Even 
in  it8  state  of  decay,  her  body  was  to  experience  the 
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torments  and  iguominy  which  had  been  designed  for 
the  soul  that  had  left  it.  In  spite  of  this  energy,  the 
cardinal  fell  into  disgrace,  and  Morone  was  impris- 
oned. Caraffa  sat  there  like  a  skeleton  :  filled  with 
fire,  he  would  have  liked  to  have  burnt  up  at  one 
blaze  every  heretic.  And,  while  he  thus  thought  and 
continued  the  mortifications  which  he  practised 
tiiroughout  his  life,  his  relatives  misused  their  posi- 
tion ill  the  most  brutal  manner,  under  his  very  eyes. 
Paul,  for  a  long  time,  surmised  nothing  of  this ;  but, 
when  his  eyes  were  opened,  he  piuiished  like  a  mad- 
man. And,  in  the  same  ideal  frenzy,  he  began  tha 
mad  war  against  Philip  II.,  who,  as  successor  to 
Charles  V.,  had  taken  possession  of  Spain,  Milan, 
and  Naples,  and  held  Rome  so  completely  fettered, 
that  the  military  movement,  with  which  he  brought 
the  Vatican  at  length  to  its  senses,  is  scarcely  to  be 
called  a  campaign. 

The  pope  was  deaf  to  all  remonstrances ;  he  felt 
the  unworthy  position  of  Rome  with  regard  to  Spain. 
Upon  any  condition,  it  must  be  broken  through :  a 
treaty  with  France  was  decided  on  as  usual.  The 
fi-eedom  of  Florence  was  once  more  numbered  among 
the  things  to  be  accorded ;  the  Spanish  Cosmo  was 
to  be  expelled,  and  the  old  rights  restored  to  the 
city. 

The  Sjianiards  knew  every  thing.  They  warned  ; 
at  length  they  began  in  earnest.  An  army  under 
Alba  advanced  from  Naples,  and  lay  around  Rome 
like  a  great  serpent :  twice  the  coil  was  drawn  closer, 
and  was  followed  by  reconciliation,  pardon,  and 
hearty  understanding.    CaraSa  becomes  almost  comi- 
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cal  in  the  estreme  arrogance  he  exhibited :  lie  would 
negotiate  with  no  diplomatist.  He,  the  simple, 
ascetic  man,  had  begmi  to  display  immense  spleudor 
as  pope,  for  the  sake  of  the  Church  alone.  He  was 
the  first  prince  of  the  world ;  his  house  was  to  he 
ordered  accordingly.  Art  was  indifferent  to  him ; 
but  St.  Peter's  Church  was  to  advance  rapidly.  He 
therefore  awarded  his  favor  to  Michael  Angelo,  and 
did  more  for  the  building  than  any  former  pope. 

When  Rome,  too,  was  placed  in  a  state  of  defence 
against  the  Spaniards,  in  aiding  which  the  monks  in 
their  cowls  were  obliged  to  carry  earth,  Michael  An- 
gelo's  advice  was  asked  ;  but  he  had  left  the  city  aa 
the  Spaniards  approached.  He  had  just  lost  Urbino, 
his  faithful  servant,  hy  death,  and  was  in  an  incon- 
solable state  of  mind.  Had  he  wished  to  return  to 
Florence,  the  opportunity  would  have  never  been 
more  fitting ;  but  he  went  into  the  mountains  of 
Spoleto,  and  remained  there,  until  return  to  Kome 
ill  September  became  possible. 

In  the  letter  in  which  he  tells  Vasari  that  he  has 
returned,  we  find  for  the  first  time  a  word  about 
nature.  It  is  strange  there  is  not  an  idea  of  it  hith- 
erto either  in  letters,  conversations,  or  poems.  As, 
when  we  read  Rousseau's  confessions,  paintings  and 
statues  appear  expunged  from  the  series  of  his  expe- 
riences ;  so,  when  we  speak  of  Michael  Angtdo, 
woods  and  clouds,  seas  and  mountains,  disappear, 
and  that  alone  remains  which  is  formed  by  the  mind 
of  man.  Michael  Angelo's  solitary  journey  into  the 
mountains  was  the  first  expedition  he  made  in  search 
of  nature.     "  I  have  had  great  inconveniences  and 


y  Google 


428  LIFE  OP  MICHAEL  AMGELO. 

expenses,"  he  writes  to  Vasari,  "but  great  enjoy- 
ment also  in  my  visit  to  the  hermits  of  the  moun- 
tain :  I  have  left  more  than  half  my  soul  there ;  for 
truly  tliere  is  no  peace  but  in  tbe  woods." 

He  must  now  especially  have  missed  this  peace ; 
for  the  intrigues  of  Pino  Ligorio  had  begun,  and, 
by  the  loss  of  Urbino,  he  felt  himself  more  tlian 
ever  separated  from  the  world.  For  the  older  he 
grew,  the  more  the  number  dwindled  of  tlioae  whom 
ho  had  gathered  round  him  in  middle  age.  He  had 
sat  day  and  night  by  the  sick  couch  of  his  old  servant, 
to  whose  widow,  as  we  have  seen  above,  he  turned 
with  the  most  anxious  sympathy.  The  letter  which 
he  wrote  to  Vasari  on  Urbino's  death,  is  truly  de- 
spondii^.  The  one  hope  alone  remained  to  him,  of 
soon  meeting  his  lost  friend  in  another  life.  He  had 
indeed  felt,  he  says,  how  Urbino,  as  he  lay  dying, 
had  suffered  less  from  the  fear  of  his  own  death  than 
from  the  thought  of  being  obliged  to  leave  him  be- 
hind him  thus  old  and  solitary  in  this  false  and  mis- 
erable world,  in  which  nothing  now  remained  for 
him  but  ceaseless  calamity. 

The  journey  into  the  mountains  had,  however, 
raised  him  from  this  sorrow,  and  had  given  him  new 
strength  against  his  enemies.  He  neither  flinched 
uor  gave  way.  The  duke  again  wrote  to  him  in  the 
most  affectionate  terms,  and  sent  the  letter  to  Rome 
by  his  own  chamberlain.  Michael  Angelo  remained 
firm.  It  would  be  a  disgrace  to  him,  he  replied  to 
Vasari,  to  go  away  now,  when  the  work  had  been 
taken  up  afresh  after  having  long  lain  fallow,  and 
now  the  moat  important  part,  which  had  been  prepar- 
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ing  for  ten  years,  was  to  be  actually  done.  Had  they 
worked  all  along  as  they  had  begun  to  do  under 
Paul  m.,  he  might  now  have  ventured  to  cherish  the 
hope  of  returning  to  Florence  ;  but  it  was  impossible. 
He  begged  Vasari  to  thank  the  duke  for  such  kind 
letters.  He  could  not  answer  tliem  himself,  his 
mind  was  too  exhausted,  and  writing  was  a  hard 
task  to  hun ;  but,  if  he  were  now  to  go  away,  he 
sliould  be  douig  nothing  but  rendering  a  great  favor 
to  some  tliieves,  and  causing  the  destruction  of  the 
building,  and  perhaps  its  discontinuance  for  ever. 

And  in  this  spirit  he  answered  all  subsequent  in- 
ducements. It  would  be  a  sin  on  his  part.  He  had 
begun  in  God's  name  ;  he  must  persevere.  It  was 
indeed  an  alluriug  thought  to  lay  his  weary  bones  by 
the  side  of  his  father's ;  but  he  might  not  do  so.  And, 
as  Michael  Augelo  stood  firm,  the  pope  was  firm  also. 
His  enemies  could  effect  nothing.  He  asserted  that 
lie  felt  himself  too  old  and  feeble  to  undertake  the 
journey,  and  to  exchange  the  mild  air  of  Rome,  to 
which  he  was  accustomed,  for  the  keener  climate 
of  Morence ;  and  the  duke  at  length  left  him  free  to 
remain  in  Rome.  When  Cosmo  came  to  Rome  in 
the  last  year  of  Michael  Angelo's  life,  he  visited  him, 
made  him  sit  down  by  him,  and  showed  him  reveren- 
tial respect ;  while,  even  previous  to  this,  his  son,  who 
had  been  made  a  cardinal,  had  sought  out  Michael 
Angelo,  and  had  treated  him  with  similar  reverence. 
Thoughts  of  politics  now  passed  into  the  backgroimd. 
All  were  dead  who  of  old  had  fought  for  freedom, 
—  who  had  indeed  only  lived  to  see  it ;  and  the 
uew  state  of  things  was  irrevocable.    Michael  Angelo 


y  Google 


16t)  LIFE  OF  MICHAEL  ANGELO. 

submitted  to  the  honor  shown  him  by  the  possessora 
of  the  uew  power.  He  felt  that  it  did  not  lie  with 
Cosmo  alone,  but  Uiat  tlie  nature  of  men  was 
changed.  He  had  conaidoratiou  for  his  family.  He 
used  the  due  forms  of  humble  courtesy  towards 
the  duke ;  but  what  he  tiiought  iu  secret  we  know 
not.  The  weakness  of  age  had  never  overcome  him ; 
his  wisdom  never  left  him ;  and  he  gave  constant 
expression  in  some  way  to  his  deep  feelings.  I  will 
here  quote  one  of  his  poems,  the  date  of  wliich  we 
know  not,  but  which  might  well  form  a  supplement 
to  that  outwai'd  obacquiousness,  which  men  like 
Vasari  reported  as  a  change  of  mind,  because  it  lay 
in  their  interest  to  do  so :  * — 

"  Not  always  that  whicb  l^e  norld  holdH  most  dear 

J»  that  which  satisfies  the  heart's  Jesires ; 

For  the  sweet  things  for  which  the  worltl  aspires, 

GaJl-like  and  cruel  to  our  hearts  appiiaF. 

And  often  needs  it  that  we  passive  yield 

To  the  vain  lancies  of  tlie  fbolieh  crowd, 

Fostering  sadness  while  we  laugh  aloud, 

And  smiling  with  our  tears  but  half  concealed. 

That  no  strange  eye  my  Borrowing  soul  may  tee ; 

That  no  strange  ear  my  whispered  hopes  may  hear,  — 

This  is  the  happiness  vouchsafed  to  lae. 

Blind  to  the  honor  and  the  praise  of  men, 

Far  happier  he,  wandering  alone  and  drear, 

Wlio  takes  his  soiitary  path  again." 


"  Non  aempre  al  mondo  e  si  pregiato,  e  can 
Quel  che  molti  contenta, 
Che  non  sia  alcun  che  aenta 
Qnalch^  lor  dolce  a  se  crado,  ed  amaro. 

•  See  Appendix,  Not«  LXX27L 
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Ma  epesao  el  folle  volgo,  d  volgo  ^naro 

Convlea  ch'  altri  consenta, 

£  inesto  rida,  dove  ei  ride  e  gode 

E  piange  ollor  ehe  piu  felice  Biede. 

lo  del  miu  duul  qneet'  imo  efietto  ho  caro, 

Ch'  alcun  di  fuor  non  vede 

Chi  1'  alma  attrista,  e  i  euoi  desir  non  ode. 

Ne  temo  invidia,  o  pregio  onore,  o  tode 

Del  mondo  cieco,  che  rompendo  fed« 

Kii  g^ova  a  clii  '1  scarao  esaeme  suole , 

E  Tib  per  vie  men  calpestrale,  e  sole." 

It  is  not  necessary  that  these  verses  should  have 
been  written  upon  tlie  Duke  of  Florence ;  but  the 
Bentiments  expressed  in  them  are  sufficient  to  refer 
them  to  him.  Of  one  who  kept  so  secret  what  he 
thought,  and  who  broiight  himself  even  to  the  appar- 
ent acknowledgment  of  the  contrary,  it  may  he  sup- 
posed, that,  in  a  matter  which  had  been  the  most 
sacred  thing  to  him  aU  his  life,  he  would  rather  feign 
a  change  of  sentiment  than  allow  himself  actually 
to  change.  And  this  would  have  been  the  case,  had 
Michael  Angelo  actually  resolved  to  return  to  Flor- 
ence, not  for  the  sake  of  his  native  city,  but  because 
his  adversaries  in  Rome  did  more  and  more  to  make 
it  impossible  for  him  to  remain  there.  For,  at  that 
time,  old  as  he  was,  many  years  and  experiences  still 
lay  before  him  in  the  future." 

5. 
In  the  year  1558,  he  witnessed  the  death  of  Ca- 
rafe, and  the  uproar  in  Rome,  when  the  head  of  the 
statue  of  the  pope  on  the  Capitol  was  broken  off 
by  the  fiirious  multitude,  kicked  liked  a  ball  through 

•  See  Appendix,  Sate  LXXXTU. 
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the  streets,  and  thrown  into  the  Tiber,  and  the 
prisons  of  the  Inquisition  were  stormed  and  burnt 
down !  Under  the  following  pope,  he  witnessed  new 
attacks  upon  himself,  to  which  he  now  replied  by 
offering  to  lay  down  his  office. 

"I  heard  yesterday,"  —  he  writes  on  the  16th  Septem- 
ber, 1560,  to  Cardinal  di  Carpi,  —  "in  what  manner  Tour 
Lordship  had  expressed  yourself  as  to  the  building  of  St. 
Peter's,-— that  matters  could  not  go  worse  with  it  than 
ihey  had  doue.  Thia  deeply  pained  me,  in  the  first  place, 
because  Your  Lordship  was  not  informed  of  the  true  stat« 
of  things  i  and  then,  because  I,  as  becomes  my  office,  cher- 
ish the  wish  beyond  any  man  on  earth,  that  it  should  all 
progress  weU.  But  as  perhaps  my  self-interest  or  my  old 
age  deceive  me,  and  I  may  be  doing  injury  to  the  building, 
against  my  will  of  course,  I  will,  as  soon  as  I  am  able, 
request  His  Holiness  for  my  dismissal :  indeed,  that  there 
may  be  no  delay,  I  entreat  your  lordship  te  release  me 
immediately  irom  my  labor,  whieh,  as  you  know,  I  hare 
undertaken  for  seventeen  ySBre  without  any  eompensation  ; 
and  what  I  have  executed  during  this  time  is  evident  to 
all.  I  repeat,  in  granting  my  request  you  will  be  rendering 
me  a  great  favor;  and  I  tender  my  humble  submission  to 
Your  Lordship.  Michaeiangelo  Buonarroti." 

The  new  pope,  Pius  IV.,  did  not  agree  to  this. 
On  tlie  contrary,  the  income  was  repaid  to  Michael 
Angelo,  which  he  had  lost  under  Caraffa.  In  the 
sense  of  not  living  to  see  the  dome  completed,  he 
made  in  his  own  house  an  accurate  model  in  clay, — 
after  which,  under  his  direction,  the  larger  one  in 
wood  was  executed, — which  confedned  every  propor- 
tion most  accurately,  and,  as  the  vault  of  the  dome 
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was  begun  many  years  after  his  death,  oaly  required 
to  be  copied  on  a  colossal  scale.  Pius  IV.  was  well 
incliued  to  Michael  Aiigelo.  Under  him  the  arts 
were  again  encotiraged.  He  was  a  Medici,  though 
springing  from  the  MUauese  family  who  wrote  them- 
selves Medichi,  and  who  only  subsequently  made 
their  name  similar  to  that  of  tlie  Florentine  branch. 
Michael  Angelo  designed  for  liim  the  monument 
erected  iu  the  Cathedral  of  Milan  to  his  brother  the 
Marquis  of  Marignano,  who  had  commanded  Cosmo's 
troops  in  the  late  war. 

But  the  drapery  which  Caraffii  had  had  painted 
over  the  figures  of  the  Last  Judgment,  Pius  could 
not  venture  to  remove.  Paul  IV.  had  at  first  wished 
to  destroy  the  entire  picture.  The  drapery  which 
was  finally  decided  on,  thus  appears  almost  out  of 
consideration  for  the  great  master.  When  the  matter 
was  suggested  to  him,  —  for  it  seems  even  that  the 
task  of  painting  the  drapery  was  offered,  as  it  were, 
to  himself,  —  he  answered  ironically,  "That  is  soon 
done.  The  pope  has  to  put  the  world  in  order :  it 
is  bat  a  small  trouble  as  regards  pictures,  for  they 
keep  still."  Daniele  da  Volterra  did  the  work ;  and 
what  was  thus  accomplished  is  only  the  small  begin- 
ning of  subsequent  endeavors.  Volterra  would  not 
have  been  with  Michael  Angelo  up  to  the  last,  had 
this  painting  of  the  Last  Judgment  been  undertaken 
by  him  against  his  will :  indeed,  he  would  not  have 
appHed  himself  to  such  a  task. 

Michael  Angelo  was  in  his  eighty-sixth  year  when 
he  wrote  that  letter  to  Cardinal  di  Carpi.  The 
language  he  used  shows  how  httle  right  his  enemies 
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had  in  calling  him  childish  and  feeble  with  age. 
The  course  which  the  affair  took,  proves  still  more 
plainly  how  firm  he  could  appear.  The  committee 
inspecting  the  building  imagined  they  had  found  in 
one  of  his  arrangements  an  opportunity  for  setting 
him  aside,  when,  after  the  death  of  an  architect 
whom  he  was  accustomed  to  send  as  his  represen- 
tative when  prevented  from  coming  himself,  he 
appointed  a  young  but  capable  man,  Luigi  Gaeta, 
to  this  post,  which  he  was  to  fill  till  a  more  suitable 
person  should  bo  found.  The  committee  dismissed 
this  Gaeta,  without  asking  Michael  Angelo ;  and 
Michael  Angelo  declared,  upon  this  encroachment 
on  his  rights,  that  he  would  visit  the  building  no 
more. 

This  was  just  what  they  desired.  An  architect, 
Nanni  Bigio  by  name,  had  long  ago  reckoned  upon 
Michael  Angelo's  position.  He  was  a  flattering, 
false  man,  who  had  got  the  ear  of  the  committee, 
and  had  made  them  see  that  he  was  just  the  man 
to  be  employed.  Every  thing  from  henceforth  was  to 
be  performed  according  to  their  wish,  especially  in 
money  affairs. 

Nanni  Bigio  belonged  to  San  Gallo's  party.  In 
earlier  years,  he  had  succeeded  in  obtaining  the 
building  of  the  bridge  of  Santa  Maria,  which  had 
been  assigned  to  Michael  Angelo ;  and  he  had  pro- 
duced a  work,  which,  as  Michael  Angelo  rightly  pro- 
phesied, would  be  soon  carried  away  by  the  stream. 
Nanni  had  ventured  to  write  to  Cosmo  himself,  and 
to  solicit  him  for  his  patronage,  when  Michael  An 
gelo'spost  should  be  nest  filled  up;  a  request  which 
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the  duke  had  simply  declined.  He  was  now  produced 
as  the  mau  to  whom  the  direction  of  the  building 
was  to  be  entrusted  tfiraporarily,  and  every  thing  was 
managed  in  the  most  crafty  manner.  Michael  An- 
gelo  was  left  completely  out  of  the  whole  affair.  He 
had  declai-ed  he  wonld  come  no  more,  and  he  came 
no  more.  He  had  said,  it  was  asserted  by  one  of  the 
cardinals,  that  he  would  no  longer  be  burdened  with 
the  building  of  St.  Peter's. 

Michael  Angelo,  however,  now  sent  Daniele  da 
Volterra  to  this  prelate.  He  certainly  wished,  he 
said,  for  a  deputy ;  and  Volterra  alone  was  to  under- 
take it.  The  cardinal  expressed  himself  delighted ; 
but,  as  if  nothing  had  happened,  he  had  Nanni  Bigio, 
instead  of  Volterra,  uistalled  at  the  building,  which 
he  began  to  conduct  immediately ;  removing  beams, 
altering  scaffolding,  and  coming  forward  completely 
as  master.  Michael  Angelo  had  hitherto  taken  the 
matter  easily.  When  they  spoke  of  it  to  him,  he 
replied,  —  "He  who  contends  with  the  wortldess 
achieves  no  great  victory"  (^Chi  combatte  con  d'appo- 
chi  rwn  vince  a  nulla).  Wlieii  matters,  however,  now 
became  too  bad,  he  bestirred  himself.  The  pope  was 
on  the  square  of  the  Capitol.  Michael  Angelo  ap- 
peared before  liim,  and  made  so  much  noise,  that  His 
Holiness  was  obliged  to  let  him  come  into  the  palace. 
He  then  declared  his  intention  of  leaving  Rome  at 
ouce,  and  going  to  Florence,  where  the  duke  made 
him  the  most  splendid  oflFers,  if  some  change  was  not 
immediately  made  here.  The  pope  quieted  him,  and 
called  together  the  committee,  who  explained  that 
the  building  would  be  iiUued  under  Michael  Angelo's 
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direction,  Pius,  however,  instead  of  taking  their 
word,  sent  one  of  his  suite  to  St.  Peter's  to  convince 
himself  how  the  matter  lay.  The  truth  now  came  to 
light,  Nanni  Bigio,  who  was  now  upbraided  with  the 
ruined  bridge,  and  the  unfortunate  harbor  at  Ancona, 
besides  what  he  had  spoiled  in  St.  Peter's,  was  shame- 
fully dismissed ;  and  a  brief  was  issued  by  the  pope,  ' 
decreeing  that,  for  the  future,  Michael  Angelo's 
arraiigemeuts  should  not  be  departed  from  in  the 
smallest  particular. 

He  who  thus  came  forward  was  no  dying  man. 
And,  about  the  same  time,  Michael  Angelo  seut  mag- 
nificent plans  to  Florence  for  a  church  to  be  built 
for  the  Florentine  community  in  Rome  under  the 
duke's  patronage.  Not  only  one  did  he  send,  but  a 
whole  succession  of  plans  for  selection,  which,  as  his 
hands  would  no  longer  do  his  bidding,  he  had  drawn 
by  a  young  sculptor,  Tiberio  Calcagni,  the  same  man 
who  had  executed  tlie  model  of  St.  Peter's  dome, 
and  to  whom  he  had  given  his  last  work  in  marble. 
At  that  time  also,  the  model  of  the  government 
palace  at  Morence,  which  Vasari  was  arranging  into 
a  ducal  residence,  was  sent  to  him,  that  he  might 
give  his  opinion ;  and  his  advice  was  asked  by  the 
young  Cardinal  Medici,  respecting  the  bridge  Santa 
Trinity,  in  the  same  place.  The  last  thing  he  did 
for  Kome  was  the  transformation  of  an  immense  hall 
in  the  Baths  of  Diocletian  into  a  church,  which  has, 
however,  subsequently  been  bo  altered,  that,  as  it 
now  stands,  it  no  longer  corresponds  with  Michael 


The  reason  why  they  had  latterly  specially  wished 
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W  have  Mm  in  Florence,  was  on  account  of  the  com- 
pletion of  the  Laurentian  library  and  the  sacristj. 
both  of  which  stood  unfinished  and  neglected.  He 
arrranged  the  building  of  the  flight  of  steps  for  the 
library  ;  the  chapel  he  gave  up.  It  is  strange  how  a 
feeling  of  interest  arises  everywhere  for  something 
new.  The  utmost  was  done  to  obtaui  a  new  plan  of 
Michael  Angelo's.  The  chapel  of  St.  Lorenzo,  how- 
ever, was  left,  and  no  one  cared.  The  clergy  had 
fitted  it  up  with  an  open  fireplace,  and  dust  and 
ashes  lay  on  the  figures.  Vasari  made  a  plan  for 
distribntuig  among  the  young  Florentine  artists  the 
statues  and  paintings  still  lacking  for  its  completion ; 
but  nothing  came  of  it.  Instead  of  having  it  finished, 
the  duke  made  it  a  meeting-place  for  the  Academy 
of  the  Fine  Arts  ^tablished  by  him,  to  tlie  honorary 
directorship  of  which  he  appointed  Michael  Angelo. 
This  happened  a  year  before  his  death.  Not  a  single 
artist  of  importance  is  indebted  for  any  thing  to  this 
institution,  the  first  director  of  which  was  Cosmo 
himself.  When  the  old  Lorenzo,  placing  Eertoldo 
at  the  head  of  the  school  of  ai't  which  was  working 
under  his  own  eyes,  had  wished  to  appoint  himself 
its  first  director,  tlie  mere  idea  bad  made  the  Flor- 
entines smUe.  It  was  now  otherwise.  The  time  for 
titles  of  hwior  liad  arrived,  when  princes  stood  as 
demigods  upon  whom  Heaven  had  bestowed  at  their 
birth,  for  nought  and  without  effort,  all  those  gifts 
which  even  the  most  extraordinary  minds  among 
their  subjects  were  not  able  to  acquire  without  the 
intense  labor  of  a  life. 

One  alone  in  Florence,  who,  low  as  he  stands  in 


y  Google 


438  LIFE   OP   MICHAEL   ARGELO. 

power  by  the  side  of  Michael  Angelo,  appears  high 
in  comparison  with  others,  from  the  originality  with 
which  he  worked  and  fasliioned  Ids  own  fate,  —  one 
alone,  and  this  was  Benvenuto  Cellini,  —  produced 
works  at  that  time  which  have  an  existence  of  their 
own  second  to  Michael  Ajigelo's.  His  Perseiis, 
under  the  Loggia  dei  Lanci,  obliquely  opposite  the 
David  at  the  gate  of  the  palace,  is  the  only  statue, 
perhaps,  of  that  time  which  is  free  from  Michael  An- 
gelo's  influence,  Cellini  was  a  powerful  independent 
nature,  and  his  Perseus  is  a  splendid  work.  We 
need  only  compare  the  style  in  which  he  has  written 
his  life,  with  Vasari's  mode  of  writing,  to  feel  how 
fkr  he  surpassed  the  latter.  Michael  Angelo  held 
him  in  great  esteem.  He  saw  the  bust  iu  Rome 
which  Cellini  had  made  of  Bindo  Altoviti,  and  he 
wrote  him  a  flattering  letter  respecting  it.  It  still 
stands  in  the  palace  belonging  to  the  family,  close  by 
the  Bridge  of  St.  Angelo ;  but  it  was  not  shown  to 
me.  The  bust  of  the  duke,  however,  standing  in  the 
Uffici,  shows  how  Cellini  executed  his  work.  Strictly 
adhering  to  nature  in  details, — exactly  representing 
her,  and  yet  placing  the  general  impression  above 
detail,  —  he  has  produced  a  masterpiece.  He  culti- 
vated all  the  arts  except  painting.  He  cut  the  most 
beautiful  dies  for  coins ;  he  made  ornaments,  coals  of 
mail,  and  sword-blades,  and  at  the  same  time  colossal 
statues  when  required ;  and,  if  the  times  demanded 
that  also,  he  could  work  as  an  architect.  In  the  last 
war  against  Strozzi,  tlie  duke  had  assigned  him  one 
of  the  gates  of  Florence,  and  was  satisfied  with  what 
he  did.     And  yet  it  is  by  comparing  such  a  man 
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with  Michael  Angelo,  that  the  gulf  which  a 
the  two  becomes  apparent, — ■  Cellini,  working  away 
with  power  and  genius,  but  without  plan,  with  no 
ardent  desire  for  mental  elevation,  without  an  idea 
of  the  influence  which  Dante  can  exercise  on  the 
soul  of  an  artist;  while  Michael  Angelo's  works, 
again  to  use  the  words  of  Vittoria  Oolonna,  stand  all 
together  as  if  only  one. 


At  length  the  day  approached  so  long  expected  by 

Michael  Angelo,  even  in  times  when  he  had  never 
dreamt  that  it  was  so  far  distant  "  The  course  of 
my  years  is  finished,"  be^ns  one  of  his  sonnets, 
which  he  wrote  when  many  years  still  lay  before  him. 
His  poems  show  how  unceasingly  the  thought  of 
death  engaged  him.  For  the  great  part  they  belong 
to  this  latter  period.  Their  purport  betrays  it ;  often, 
also,  the  old,  large  handwriting  in  which  they  are 
still  to  be  read  in  the  Vatican  manuscripts,  the  great 
number  of  a  religious  and  philosophical  tendency, 
and  their  omission  from  the  published  edition  of  the 
poems.  I  would  insert  many  of  them, if  a  translation 
were  possible.  All  attempts,  however,  end  in  nothing 
but  imitations,  which  lose  the  peculiar  force  of  Mi- 
chael Angelo's  style.  The  sorrow  which  he  expresses 
over  past  days,  and  his  doubt  respecting  the  future, 
often  rises  to  d 


"  The  fablei  of  the  world  haye  robbed  mj  Bonl 
Of  moments  f^ven  for  the  things  of  God  ; 
And,  gladly  following  on  sin's  evil  road, 
1  missed  the  step  that  sliould  have  been  my  goal* 
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Thus  begins  the  sonnet,  "  Le  favole  del  mondo  m' 
hanno  tolto  —  il  tempo  dato  a  contemplar  Iddio,"  It 
was  not  possible  to  preserve  the  force  of  these  words 
In  a  foreign  language. 

In  the  letter  in  which  he  congratulates  Leonardo 
on  the  birth  of  a  son,  there  is  an  unfinished  sonnet, 
in  which  he  says  that  neither  painting  nor  working 
in  marble  can  now  calm  his  thoughts ;  and  the  Vati- 
can manuscripts  contain  many  other  verses,  in  which 
the  things  of  this  world  are  mentioned  with  contempt 
and  loathing,  and  thoughts  on  God  and  immortality 
are  marked  as  the  only  thing  worthy  of  the  soul.  It 
is  astonishing  to  see  the  tender  feeling  with  which 
he,  who  had  done  every  thing  for  others  alone,  and 
who  throughout  his  life  had  never  claimed  the 
smallest  grain  of  honor  that  did  not  belong  to  him, 
accuses  himself  of  the  passion  with  which  he  clung 
to  earthly  things.  All  is  lost,  he  exclaims ;  he  feels 
it.  He  had  done  nothing  for  his  soul ;  nothing  has 
given  him  a  right  to  heaven  but  his  ardent  lon^ng 
to  tear  himself  away  from  self,  and  he  knows  that  he 
is  too  weak  to  do  this  alone.  And  yet,  much  as  this 
anxiety  for  the  world  to  come  corresponded  with  the 
spirit  of  Christianity,  it  failed  to  lead  Michael  An- 
gelo  even  here  to  Roman  Catholicism.  He  presents 
himself  alone  before  Heaven,  and  seeks  to  find  in  his 
own  thoughts  that  consolation  which  was  perhaps 
vouchsafed  to  him  when  he  gave  vent  to  his  feeling 
in  these  true  and  beautiful  words  :  — 

"  Borne  to  the  utmost  brink  at  life's  dark  sea. 

Too  late  thy  jojs  I  nnderBtand,  O  earth '. 

How  thou  dost  promise  peace  which  cannot  be. 

And  that  repose  which  ever  dies  at  birth. 
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The  retrospect  of  life  through  manj  a,  day. 
Now  to  its  close  attained  by  Heaven's  decree. 
Brings  forth  ftooi  memorj,  in  sad  array. 
Only  old  errors,  fain  forgot  by  me, — 
Errors  which  e'en,  if  long  life's  erring  day. 
To  soul-destruction  would  have  led  my  way. 
For  this  I  know,  —  the  greatest  bliss  on  high 
Belongs  to  bim  called  earliest  to  die." 


"Condotto  da  molti  anni  all'  nltime  ore 
Tardi  coDOEco,  O  mondo,  I  tuoi  diletti ; 
La  pace,  che  non  hai,  altrui  prometti, 
B  quel  riposo  che  anzi  al  nascer  muore : 

La  vergogna,  e  1  timore 
Degli  anni,  che  or  prescrive 
D  ciel,  non  mi  rinnnoTa 
Che  '1  vecchie  e  dolce  errore, 
Nel  qnal,  che  troppo  vive, 
L'  anima  ancide,  e  nulla  all'  corpo  giora. 
n  dico,  e  BO  per  praova 
Di  me,  che  'n  ciel  qnel  sol  'ha  miglior  sorte 
Che  ebbe  al  suo  parto  pin  presaa  la  morte."  * 

The  idea  expressed  by  Sophocles  alao,  in  his  last 
tragedy,  /li  *i>fai  tov  s^arra  riK^  \iyor,  of  birth  being  yet 
to  come,  surpasses  all  wisdom.  In  both  men,  such 
words  evidence  that  they  had  indeed  reached  the 
bounds  of  human  life.  Their  day's  work  was  finished. 
Their  thoughts  refused  the  task  of  applying  them- 
selves longer  to  earthly  things.  So  close  before  their 
view  stood  the  vast  future  which  awaited  them,  that 
the  greatest  thing  earth  could  afford  them  appeared 
small  ;  and,  looking -back,  the  whole  labor  of  life 
seemed  only  a  protracted  period  filled  with  transitory 
works,  pointing  to  that  which  now,  as  the  sole  thing 

•  See  Appendix,  Note  LXSXVIII. 
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of  importaace,  inspired  tliein  with  impatience  to 
reach  it.  And  yet  so  strong  was  Michael  Angelo's 
vital  power,  and  natural  love  for  those  to  whose 
circle  he  still  belonged,  that  such  thoughts  only  took 
hold  of  him  at  tioaes ;  and,  so  long  as  Ms  hands  could 
move,  he  worked  on  to  carry  out  his  old  plans. 

In  the  beginning  of  1564,  symptoms  appeared 
which  made  a  speedy  end  probable.  It  was  extreme 
old  age  which  terminated  Michael  Angelo's  life. 
He  began  visibly  to  fail,  and  was  attacked  by  a 
lingering  fever,  the  issue  of  which  was  foreseen. 
Daniele  da  Volterra  and  Tommaso  Cavaliori  were 
with  him;  Federigo  Donati  was  tlie  name  of  the 
physician  who  attended  him.  Da  Volterra  sent  Leo- 
nardo Buouarroto  uninterrupted  tidings.  At  Easter. 
the  latter  intended  to  come  to  Rome  under  any  cir- 
cumstances ;  but,  in  February,  Daniele  wrote  to  him 
suddenly  that  he  must  hurry,  for  the  end  was  ap- 
proaching. And  now  death  came  so  speedily,  tliat 
Leonardo  did  not  find  Ms  great-uncle  alive.  On  the 
18th  February,  1564,  between  three  and  four  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon,  Michael  Angelo  died,  in  the  nine- 
tieth year  of  Ms  age.  Daniele  da  Volterra  and 
Cavalieri  were  with  Mm.  To  them  and  to  the 
physicians,  he  then,  for  the  first  time,  expressed  his 
last  will,  —  My  soul  I  resign  to  God,  my  body  to 
the  earth,  and  my  worldly  possessions  to  my  relations. 
And  last  of  all  came  the  wish,  that  his  body  shoiild 
be  carried  to  Florence,  and  buried  there.  We  fancy 
the  earth  must  pause  a  moment  in  its  course,  when 
such  a  power  is  snatched  away  from  it.  Happy  those 
whose  &te  in  life  allows  them  to  have  once  felt  tMa 
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For  great  as  is  the  loss  which  they  suffer  whea  such 
a  heart  suddenly  ceases  to  beat,  and  the  eyes  are 
closed  which  had  penetrated  and  surveyed  every 
thing,  the  remembrance  of  what  the  man  was,  giveB 
them  for  ever  a  higher  view  of  things.  Those  who 
knew  Goethe,  form,  even  at  the  present  day,  in 
Germany,  a  sort  of  invisible  church.  Those  who 
had  seen  Michael  Angelo,  had  it  been  only  the  most 
cursory  meeting  which  brought  them  in  contact  with 
him,  must  have  done  so  at  that  time. 

We  possess  the  report  made  by  one  of  the  physi- 
cians to  the  Duke  of  Florence. 

"  This  evening," — he  says,  —  "  the  distinguished  Messer 
Michael  Angela  Buonarroti,  a  perfect  prodigy  of  nature, 
departed  to  a  better  life ;  and  as  I  attended  him  during  his 
last  illnesa,  with  the  other  physicians,  I  heard  him  express 
the  wish  that  his  body  should  be  taken  to  Florence.  More- 
over, as  none  of  his  relatives  were  present,  and  as  he  died 
without  a  will,  I  venture  to  inform  Your  ExceUenuy  of  this, 
as  you  have  so  highly  valued  his  rare  virtues ;  so  that  the 
wish  of  the  deceased  may  be  carried  out,  and  that  his  noble 
native  city  may  acquire  greater  honor  by  contMning  the 
bones  of  the  greatest  man  the  world  has  ever  produced. 

"  GHBKA.RDO   FiDKLISSlMI  of  Pistoja, 

"  DoMOT  of  >I«dldiia  bj  Toor  Emillmpj'i  tnot 
mai  Uberality- 
Koroe,  18th  February,  15M." 

Michael  Angelo  had  intended  before  his  death  to 
convey  his  personal  property  to  Florence,  where  Leo- 
nardo was  to  purchase  a  bouse  to  receive  them. 
This  had  not  been  done.  The  Tlorentinc  ambassador 
in  Rome  had  been  charged  by  the  duke,  in  case  o£ 
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Michael  Aiigelo's  death,  to  have  every  thing  sealed 
up  at  once,  so  that  nothuig  might  be  lost,  as  in  such 
cases  was  not  unusual.  We  have,  too,  the  report 
of  the  ambassador.  There  was  nothing  to  be 
found  beyond  some  trifling  household  furniture  aiid 
Bomo  marble  works.  Michael  Angelo  had  burnt  his 
drawings,  A  sealed  chest  was  opened  in  the  presence 
of  Da  Volterra  and  Cavalieri,  and  a  sum  of  eight 
thousand  crowns  found  in  it.  The  ambassador  or- 
dered at  once  two  of  the  statues  to  be  packed,  aud 
sent  to  Florence.  The  trifles  which  had  been  found 
in  the  atelier  were  afterwards  conveyed  there  also : 
all  sorts  of  antique  figures  of  terra-cotta  and  such 
like,  which  are  now  in  the  house  of  tiie  family,  where 
his  sword  also,  and  the  stick  with  which  he  walked, 
are  preserved  as  touching  remains,  not  to  mention 
his  papers,  the  fate  of  which  is  not  yet  decided. 

When  Leonardo  arrived,  the  third  day  after  the 
death,  the  funeral  ceremonies  in  Rome  were  already 
over,  having  taken  place  in  the  Church  of  San  Apos- 
toli.  All  the  Florentines,  and  all  pereons  in  the 
city  of  intellectual  importance,  had  attended.  It 
was  now  necessary  to  convey  the  mortal  remains  to 
Florence.  Opposition  was  feared  from  the  Romans. 
It  was  asserted,  that  Michael  Angelo's  last  wish  to 
be  buried  in  his  native  city  was  not  true.  They 
went  secretly  to  work.  The  coffin  was  conveyed  as 
merchandise  out  of  the  gates. 

On  the  11th  March,  it  arrived  at  Florence.  After 
thirty  years  of  voluntary  exile,  Michael  Angelo  re- 
turned, when  dead,  to  his  native  city.  Only  a  few 
knew  that  it  was  he  who  entered  the  gate  in  that 
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ooTered  coffin.  The  duke  seems  to  have  given 
orders  that  there  should  be  silence.  Untouched  as 
it  arrived,  the  coffin  was  carried  to  the  Church  of 
San  Piero  Maggiore,  and  deposited  there. 

The  next  day  was  Sunday.  Towards  evening  the 
ardsts  assembled  in  the  church.  A  black  velvet 
covering,  embroidered  with  gold,  lay  over  the  body ; 
and  a  gold  crucifix  was  placed  upon  it.  All  formed 
a  close  circle  round  it ;  torches  were  lighted,  which 
were  carried  by  the  older  artists,  while  the  younger 
took  the  bier  on  their  shoulders,  and  so  proceeded 
to  Saata  Croce,  where  Michael  Angelo  was  to  bo 
interred. 

AH  this  was  done  privately.  The  artists  had 
assembled  one  by  one  in  San  Piero  Mi^^ore.  But 
the  rumor  spread  through  Florence,  that  the  body 
had  arrived.  Wlien  the  procession  left  the  church, 
a  great  dark  multitude  met  it,  and  marched  quietly 
with  it  through  tlie  streets  to  Santa  Croce, 

Here  in  the  sacristy  the  coffin  was  opened  for  the 
first  time.  The  people  liad  forced  their  way  into 
the  church.  There  he  lay ;  and,  in  spite  of  three 
weeks  having  elapsed  since  his  death,  he  seemed 
unchanged,  and  bore  no  symptom  of  decay ;  the 
features  undisfigured,  as  if  he  had  just  died. 

They  carried  him  from  the  sacristy  to  the  church, 
to  the  place  where  he  was  to  be  interred.  But  the 
crowds  who  now  streamed  in  were  so  great,  that  it 
was  impossible  to  close  the  tomb.  Each  wished  to 
see  him  once  more.  Had  it  not  been  night,  says 
Vasari,  they  must  have  let  it  remain  open.  But,  as 
it  had  all  been  prepared  secretly,  and  only  those 
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came  who  had  heard  of  it  suddenly,  the  people  at 


What  interest  had  the  people  in  Michael  Angelo  ? 
They  were  Florentines  no  longer,  who  understood 
why  he  had  gone  away,  and  would  not  return. 
The  anxiety  of  tlie  duke,  lest  the  corpse  of  the  great 
man  might  call  forth  a  political  commotion,  was 
needless.  They  gazed  at  him,  secretly  lamenting, 
perhaps,  the  weakness  and  the  loss  of  liberty  with 
which  they  had  fallen ;  like  a  people  looking  into 
the  tomb  of  an  old  emperor,  under  whom  all  was 
long  ago  great  and  glorious,  and  who  scarcely  feel, 
in  that  decayed  body,  a  remembrance  of  the  times 
in  which  that  hand  had  wielded  a  sword.  They 
stand  before  him ;  they  contemplate  him ;  a  feeling 
passes  througli  their  minds,  which  as  quickly  dis- 
appears ;  and  they  go  home,  and  pursue  their  daily 
duties. 

The  pre""  rations  made  by  the  artists  for  the 
fimeral  ceremonies  were  only  ended  in  July.  Var 
sari  describes  them  in  an  extensive  report:  he  re- 
lates, in  detail,  how  the  Church  of  San  Lorenzo  was 
decorated ;  what  emblems  and  inscriptions  were 
employed ;  and  by  what  artists  every  single  thing 
was  executed.  Varchi  delivered  the  funeral  ora- 
tion. Benvenuto  Cellini,  the  only  man  who  at  that 
time  understood  Michael  Angelo  in  Florence,  was 
not  present.  Various  things  must  have  fallen  in 
Mb  way.  In  the  reports  of  the  academy,  it  is  stated 
that  he  did  not  wish  it.  Vasari  says  lie  was  aston- 
ished at  his  absence ;  but,  in  another  place,  that 
he  was  ill.     Leonardo  Buonarroti  had  a  monument 
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erected  in  Santa  Croce,  for  which  the  duke  gave  the 
marble :  Dante's,  Alfieri's,  and  Macchiavelli's  monu- 
ments are  in  the  same  church.  Michael  Angelo's 
house,  too,  in  the  Ghibelline  street,  is  still  standing. 
Not  unchanged ;  for,  with  our  memory  filled  with 
him,  we  adorn  it  with  paintings  and  with  the  works 
from  his  own  hand,  which  are  now  in  the  possession 
of  his  family. 

The  duke  expressed  his  intention  of  having  a 
monument  erected  to  Michael  Angelo  in  Santa 
Maria  del  Fiore ;  but  he  did  not  do  it.  Among  tlie 
statues  of  great  Florentines,  which  now  adorn  the 
court  of  the  Uffici,  his  also  stands,  but  in  a  row 
with  others,  and  without  prominence. 

All  Italians  feel  that  he  occupies  the  third  place 
by  the  side  of  Dante  and  Raphael,  and  forms  with 
them  a  triumvirate  of  the  greatest  men  produced  by 
their  country,  —  a  poet,  a  painter,  and  one  who  was 
great  in  all  arts.  Who  would  place  a  general  or  a 
statesman  by  their  side  as  equal  to  them  ?  It  is  art 
alone  which  marks  the  prime  of  nations. 
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CONCLUSION. 

MICHAEL  ANOELO  had  lived  to  see,  in  the  last 
year  of  his  life,  the  issue  of  the  Tridentine 
Council,  which  separated  after  having  accomplished 
its  task  of  satisfying  Catholic  Christendom  in  its  de- 
mand for  a  reform,  and  making  some  new  statutes. 
It  lay  in  the  nature  of  things  that  this  assembly  — 
whose  original  object  was,  by  the  common  delibera^ 
tions  of  Catholics  and  Lutherans,  to  find  a  confession 
of  ffflth  embracing  the  whole  world  —  should,  as  its 
final  result,  produce  a  series  of  propositions,  by 
which  the  power  of  the  Romish  Church,  and  of  the 
clergy  subject  to  it,  was  elevated  into  a  system  of 
police,  working  with  boundless  authority.  The 
education  of  youth  was  now  given  completely  into 
the  hands  of  the  clergy ;  and  they  exercised  such  a 
thoroi^h  control  over  riper  minds,  whether  express- 
ing their  thoughts  by  letter  or  in  print,  or  only 
in  conversation,  that  we  should  not  have  been  as- 
tonislied  if  the  history  of  the  second  half  of  the 
sixteenth  century,  and  that  of  the  seventeenth,  ex- 
hibited a  complete  pause  in  mental  activity,  except 
that  the  liiunan  mind  possesses  an  ungovernable 
sagacity  for  finding  its  way  to  light  and  truth  through 
a  rocky  soil.     The  same  spirit  of  torpidity  appeared 
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all  the  more  speedily  in  the  Protestant  lauds ;  and 
while  the  sphere  in  this  case  was  more  Hmited,  and 
the  relations  smaller,  the  spectacle  presented  is  still 
more  miserable. 

But  the  Church  could  have  done  nothing  without 
the  good-will  of  the  princes,  who  now  saw  in  religion 
one  of  the  effective  moans  for  maintaining  their 
authority  over  nations.  We  hear  henceforth  little 
more  of  hostility  between  temporal  rulers  and  the 
clergy.  A  cordial  understandmg  took  the  place  of 
the  old  disputes.  What  had  occurred  in  Florence 
may  be  regarded  as  a  model  for  what  was  going  on 
now  throughout  Europe :  the  freedom  of  the  citizens 
was  everywhere  disappearing,  that  exercised  by  the 
cities  as  well  as  by  the  nobles ;  and,  instead  of  con- 
stitutions which  allowed  princes  to  be  considered 
only  as  ideal  heads  of  the  State,  —  their  executive 
power  being  Uuked  closely  with  legal  conditions,  — ■ 
there  were  absolute  monarchies  recognizing  two 
agents  alone;  a  prince  on  his  throne,  who,  as  the 
living  representative  of  God  upon  earth,  was  not 
able  himself  to  sin,  or  to  foster  human  weaknesses ; 
and  a  band  of  subjects,  standing,  it  is  true,  on  differ- 
ent steps,  higher  or  lower,  yet  possessing  no  other 
lights  than  such  as  their  prince  could  deprive  them 
of  again  at  any  moment.  And  this  was  the  state  of 
things  in  Protestant  lands  as  well  as  Catholic ;  and, 
where  it  had  not  been  carried  out,  there  was  at 
least  a  tendency  to  estabUsh  it. 

Yet  even  this  was  not  perhaps  the  result  of  a  com- 
mon conspiracy  of  princes  against  the  freedom  of 
their  people,  but,  as  in  Florence,  the  natural  pro- 
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gress  of  circumstances.  It  has  been  said  hoir  the 
dukedom  became  possible  there:  the  uumber  grad- 
ually increased  of  those  who,  without  belonging  to 
the  old  established  families  of  either  class,  wished 
to  rise,  and  join  tliemselves  to  princes,  who  were 
alone  able  to  open  a  career  to  them.  This  course 
became  more  and  more  general,  and  was  soon 
adopted  even  by  those  who  had  at  first  despised  it. 
Those  by  whom  princes  were  thus  made  an  instru- 
ment for  advance,  fell  themselves  at  the  same  time 
into  their  hands  as  instruments  for  tlieir  own  elevar 
tion ;  and  a  new  nobility  appeared  in  the  lands,  less 
free  than  the  old,  but  interfering  with  more  power 
and  activity,  and  soon  becoming  the  one  element 
wliich  represented  the  people  and  the  land  :  the  civil 
functiouaries  and  the  army  forming  the  basis  ou 
wliich  the  power  of  the  prince  rests,  both  of  them 
genuinely  democratic  institutions,  by  which  the  old 
division  of  classes  was  destroyed.  And  so  completely 
did  this  new  ©ionization  prevail,  that  only  now, 
when  we  begin  to  return  to  a  more  natural  order  of 
a£^s,  is  the  impartial  consideration  of  this  state 
of  things  possible. 

Michael  Angelo's  career  exhibits  that  stage  in  the 
work  of  artists  when  they  left  free  art  for  court 
painting.  He  himself  ended  almost  as  a  court  archi- 
tect, Titian  almost  as  a  court  painter.  Whatever 
great  tbings  were  produced  in  art  after  their  time 
has  almost  alone  in  view  the  one  aim  of  satisfying 
the  orders  of  pomp-loving  princes,  —  religious  pic- 
tures for  the  spiritual  lords,  secular  for  the  secular 
nobles.     More  and  more  colossal  was  the  size  stipu- 
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lated,  more  limited  the  time  allowed,  more  admirabia 
the  skill  of  the  artists  in  surpassing  both.  And 
henee  Titian  in  painting,  and  Michael  Angelo  in 
architecture,  were  the  highest  models  in  succeeding 
times,  —  Titian,  with  his  technical  sidll,  producbig 
an  unusual  effect  by  pure  pencil-strokes  closely 
placed  together,  Michael  Angelo,  from  the  abun- 
dance of  his  positions,  making  the  imitation  of  nature 
almost  unnecessary  to  the  sculptor,  and  from  the 
grand  style  of  his  buildings  rendering  original  ideas 
almost  needless  to  the  architect.  To  a  great  extent, 
Michael  Angelo  and  Titian  influenced  the  artists 
that  followed  them,  and  almost  all  that  has  been 
produced  may  be  traced  back  to  their  agency. 

Prom  this  time,  works  of  art  no  longer  expressed 
the  peculiar  ideas  of  the  artist.  Religious  pictures 
corresponded  neither  with  the  inner  feeling  of  the 
master  who  painted  them,  nor  with  that  of  the  laity 
or  clergy  who  ordered  them.  The  works  were  no 
longer  personal  confessions,  but  were  produced  by  con- 
ventional feelings.  Triumphs  of  skill  were  praised ; 
but  warmth  was  to  be  seen  only  in  cases  when  a 
portrait,  painted  with  love,  allowed  the  heart  of  the 
painter  to  appear  in  the  coloring.  Yet  even  here 
the  false  fashion  spread  of  making  insignificant  faces, 
by  a  Idnd  of  romantic  conception,  represent  charac- 
ters not  belon^ng  to  their  possessors ;  of  improving 
features  and  figure;  of  painting  the  eyes  more 
brilliant,  the  cheeks  more  blooming,  the  lips  more 
tender,  the  hair  more  luxuriant,  than  nature  had 
made  it.  These  were  portraits  which  flattered  those 
who  ordered  them,  but  which  pass  from  our  memory 
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like  ruimiug  water.  But  who  could  forget  a  portrait 
of  Raphael's  ?  It  is  not  to  be  denied,  that  painters 
appeared  in  the  seYenteenth  century  who  have  pro- 
duced extraordinary  things :  it  would  be  unnecessary 
to  enximerate  tliem.  Not  a  single  one,  however, 
among  those  by  whom  the  art  was  cultivated,  in- 
spires that  alluring  feeling,  which,  up  to  the  middle 
of  the  sixteenth  century,  breathes  forth  from  the 
works  of  artists,  delightfully  fascinating  us,  and 
making  us  imagine  the  quiet  in  which  they  worked, 
their  abstraction  in  their  tasks,  their  delight  in  their 
completion,  and  the  coiiscientiousuess  with  which  it 
was  slowly  reached.  In  the  best  things  of  the  seven- 
teenth century,  we  feel  that  they  were  quickly 
executed,  that  it  was  of  consequence  to  the  master 
to  have  finished  soon,  and  that  he  lost  sight  of  the 
opinion  of  those  for  whom  he  worked. 

Tliis  superficial  character  of  modem  work  corre- 
sponded, however,  with  the  increased  excitement  of 
men,  and  the  more  rapid  chauges  of  fate ;  and  the 
want  of  concentration  in  the  artist  runs  parallel  with 
the  more  superficial  enjoyment  of  the  public.  The 
plastic  arts  ceased  to  serve  as  the  representation  of 
ideas  which  moved  the  world,  because  the  settled 
habits  of  men  ceased ;  and  without  these  there  can  be 
none  of  that  deeper  influence  exercised  by  paintings, 
sculptures,  and  buildings.  Less  firnaly  rooted  to  the 
places  where  they  had  grown  up,  they  adorned  them 
with  less  care ;  and  wandering  about,  the  victims  of 
universal  fate,  they  endeavored  in  other  ways  than 
hitherto  to  satisfy  their  yearnings  for  that  highest 
beauty,  of  which  art  is  the  medium. 
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Ariosto  wrote  for  the  times  in  which  Michael  An- 
gelo  worked.  It  can  almost  with  certainty  be  con- 
jectured that  they  met  each  other.  But  I  have 
mentioned  neither  his  name,  nor  that  of  other  poets, 
as  they  exercised  too  slight  an  influence  upon  the 
intellectual  condition  of  their  times.  We  are  accus- 
tomed to  rank  Leo  X.  as  the  liberal  patron  of  poets, 
scholars,  and  musicdans ;  but  their  works  had  little 
influence  on  their  age.  The  ancient  authors  were 
undei^tood :  the  comedies  of  Plautus  were  performed 
and  mutated  in  Italian ;  but  it  was  the  amusement 
of  the  nobles.  Ariosto  and  Macehiavelli,  the  only 
men  who  knew  how  to  write  good  Italian,  were 
neglected  by  Leo  X. 

Macehiavelli,  in  his  prose  writings,  might  be  re- 
garded as  the  be^ning  of  a  literary  era ;  but  his 
works  were  not  estimated  until  a  later  period.  The 
works  of  the  other  Florentine  historians  remained 
hidden,  until,  many  years  after,  the  manuscripts  were 
found,  and  made  public.  Music  was  an  appendage 
to  poetry :  it  was  simple  in  style,  and  without  the 
fascinating  power  it  now  possesses.  All  tliis  might 
have  been  dispensed  with :  the  plastic  art  alone  was 
capable  of  esciting  enthusiasm.  It  alone  they  under- 
stood: every  one  looked  upon  its  creations;  and 
cities  boasted  with  rapture  of  their  possessions  in 
building,  statues,  and  paintings.  A  flood  of  sonnets 
were  poured  forth  when  the  sacristy  of  San  Lorenzo 
or  the  Perseus  of  Cellini  were  exhibited  for  the  first 
time,  whilst  a  poetic  storm  of  coiitempt  broke  forth 
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at  Bandiiielli's  works.  Not  only  did  arrists  stand 
foremost  at  ail  festivals,  but  tliey  were  deeply  inter- 
woven with  the  whole  life  of  the  time.  No  mental 
creation  of  the  same  period  can  be  pointed  out  as 
equal  to  the  ornaments  of  the  Vatican,  the  paintings 
of  the  Sistina,  and  the  statues  of  the  sacristy.  They 
stand  as  high  above  tlie  other  productions  of  their 
century,  as  Dante's  verses  do  above  the  paintings  of 
Giotto. 

From  the  excitement,  however,  with  which  the 
Reformation  filled  all  minds,  language  obtained  a 
power  which  made  her  soon  appear  as  the  only 
mirror,  as  it  were,  for  the  feelings  of  nations ;  and 
in  the  same  measure  in  which  what  had  been  pro- 
duced by  language  hitherto  had  held  a  lower  rank 
by  the  side  of  works  of  plastic  art,  from  henceforth 
all  ideas  represented  by  art  stood  inferior  to  that 
which  was  written.  Raphael  and  Michael  Angelo 
ruled  the  sixteenth  century ;  in  the  seventeenth, 
literature  stood  supreme.  All  efforts  in  the  seven- 
teenth century  were  directed  to  the  one  aim  of 
escaping  from  the  oppression  of  political  and  theo- 
lo^cal  tyranny :  men's  minds  turned  to  the  exami- 
nation of  nature,  which  for  a  time  seemed  to  come 
le^t  into  contact  with  religion ;  and  tiie  domains  of 
poetry  were  entered,  for  there  earthly  authority  had 
no  power.  And  it  is  from  this,  that,  in  the  three 
centuries  which  have  elapsed  between  Michael  An- 
gelo's  time  and  our  own,  language  has  risen  to  such 
power,  that  it  would  seem  utterly  impossible  for  a 
pMnter  or  sculptor  to  make  that  impression  by  his 
works  on  a  people,  that  Goethe  or  Schiller  made  by 
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thotr  verses  and  their  prose.  And  this  superiority 
of  literature  showed  itself  at  the  very  outset  of  the 
new  period :  Zurbaran,  Murillo,  Velasquez,  are  great 
paint«rs ;  but  they  stand  far  behind  Cervantes,  IJope 
de  Vega,  and  Calderon.  Lesueur  and  Lebrun  are 
not  to  be  named  by  the  side  of  Moli^re  and  Comeille; 
and  Rubens,  the  Shakespeare  among  painters,  and 
Vandyck,  —  what  are  they  compared  to  the  actual 
Shakespeare,  from  whose  verses  beings  rise  before  us, 
in  comparison  with  which  Rubens'  most  charming 
heads  appear  monotonous  and  dumb  ! 

If,  however,  in  the  seventeenth  century,  plastic 
art  and  literature  still  balanced  in  the  scale,  in  the 
eighteenth  the  equipoise  was  lost,  and  the  superior 
power  of  the  written  word  became  so  evident,  that, 
compared  with  hterature,  art  almost  disappeared. 
The  last  remains  of  that  capability  for  restful  enjoy- 
ment which  was  brought  from  the  sixteenth  to  the 
seventeenth  century,  and  of  that  aspect  of  things 
which  draws  comfort  from  the  beauty  rather  than 
the  freedom  of  life,  were  entirely  lost,  and  the  efforts 
of  the  mind  were  aimed  at  casting  off  the  trammels 
of  political  relations,  the  material  disadvantages  of 
which  began  graduaRy  to  appear.  The  money  began 
to  fail  which  had  before  flowed  in  for  the  luxury  of 
the  fine  arts.  Men  began  to  compare  the  value 
of  money,  time,  and  labor,  with  the  capacities  of  the 
lands  which  they  needed  and  cultivated.  The 
natur^  sciences  engrossed  more  and  more  attention. 
Italy,  as  the  fatherland  of  the  fine  arts,  sank  back 
into  the  position  of  a  country  in  which  pastime  was 
alone  thought  of.    Spain  had  descended  from  her  all- 
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powerful  height;  the  central  authority  of  Rome  in 
spiritual  things  began  to  lack  the  meaus  of  assertiug 
itself,  and  the  initiative  in  the  movement  was  taken 
by  the  French,  a  people  endowed  with  great  capa- 
city for  literature,  but  with  no  natural  creative 
feeling  for  the  plastic  arts.  The  French  character, 
however,  at  last  so  entirely  penetrated  the  intellectual 
life  of  nations,  that  painting,  sculpture,  and  architec- 
ture sought  their  models  in  Franco  ;  and,  as  in  the 
preceding  century  the  personal  element  had  gradually 
vanished  from  the  works  of  ariists,  even  nature  now 
also  d 


This  loss  was  soon,  however,  no  longer  limited  to 
the  arts.  As  years  advanced,  literature  shared  it 
also.  The  feeling  began  to  be  roused  in  Europe, 
that  not  only  the  political  state  of  things  in  which 
they  lived  was  unnatural,  but  also  the  means  by 
which  they  endeavored  to  rise  above  it  had  ceased  to 
be  of  service.  French  literature  had  been  powerful 
BO  loi^  as  it  fought  against  the  Roman  hierarchy : 
now,  when  that  power  was  broken,  new  and  fresh 
matter  was  required  for  mental  sustenance ;  and  it 
was  now  at  last  that  the  Protestant  Germanic  nations, 
•who  had  hitherto  been  unable  to  do  any  thing  but  in 
connection  with  the  French  movement,  came  forward 
independently,  and  began  to  lead  the  advance. 

The  fate  of  (Jermany  had  been  dissimilar  to  that 
of  other  lands.  Elsewhere,  bloody  wars,  in  which 
nations  had  taken  part,  had  issued  in  the  preponder- 
ance of  either  Catholicism  in  France  and  Spain,  or 
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of  religious  liberty  in  England  ^d  Holland.  B; 
these  contests,  which  stirred  up  every  passion  of  the 
people,  characters  had  been  formed,  and  a  fresh 
defensive  Epirit  had  been  fostered  in  individual 
minds,  tending  to  the  advantage  of  the  general  state 
of  things.  Without  these  wars,  neither  Sbakespoare, 
nor  Comeille,  nor  the  Spanish  poets,  would  have 
met  with  the  characters  they  bring  before  us. 

With  the  Germans,  on  the  contrary,  nothing  of 
this  kind  was  experienced.  They  tolerated  each 
other.  No  one  disturbed  the  Lutherans  to  force 
them  to  defend  their  lives;  no  one  provoked  the 
Catholics  to  attack.  Both  parties  were  almost  her- 
metically sealed  towards  each  other.  Whilst  every- 
where violent  oppression  was  concentrating  and 
strengthening  the  power  of  princes,  things  dragged 
on  slowly  with  the  Germans  without  coming  to  any 
grave  decision.  The  infinite  division  of  the  land 
continued ;  and  even  the  mighty  attack  of  the  HapB- 
burg  dynasty,  who  incited  Italy  and  Spain  against 
the  Lutheran  north  to  force  it  to  return  under  the 
old  yoke,  had  no  result.  For  thirty  years,  Glermany, 
unable  as  she  was  as  a  nation  to  give  the  decisive 
blow,  was  the  battle-field  for  the  surrounding  peoples ; 
ajid  after  the  strangers,  who  thus  made  war  on  ber 
soil,  had  at  length  concluded  peace,  the  old  state  of 
things  returned  agMn.  No  one  bad  been  victor ;  no 
one  remained  master  of  the  land,  which  alone  had 
lost.  Germany  as  a  whole  now  scarcely  existed  any 
more.  The  Catholic  parts  fell  under  the  influence 
of  Bome;  while  in  the  Protestant  parts,  in  secrel 
imitation  of  the  French  Government,  that  rule  of 
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princee  and  pastors  was  established,  wluch  is  a 
characteristic  of  the  past  century.  In  other  lands, 
the  arts  continued  to  flourish:  in  Germany  they 
ceased  completely  in  a  national  sense  ;  and  Protest- 
antism, wliich  had  been  a  motive  to  the  Bomaaic 
lani^  for  gathering  together  all  their  powers,  pro- 
duced, for  those  whom  it  ought  most  to  have  profited, 
nothing  but  sterihty  and  stagnation. 

In  speaking  of  Germanic  art,  we  must  neither 
measure  it  by  that  of  the  ancients,  nor  by  that  which 
took  place  in  Italy  in  the  sisteentti  century.  All 
this  lies  separate  from  German  art,  and  the  influence 
exercised  by  these  forces  only  operated  disturbingly. 
German  art  was  forced  for  centuries  put  of  its  pecu- 
liar course  by  contact  with  Italy,  and  only  now  has 
it  returned  back  again  to  the  old  track,  which,  cor- 
responding with  the  art-instincts  of  Germany,  is 
alone  fitted  for  further  progress.  There  are  many, 
who,  having  become  great  in  antique  and  ItaHan 
ideas,  consider  the  impending  naturalization  of  the 
present  day  as  an  error.  If  they  would  pursue 
German  art,  however,  as  something  authorized  in 
itself  from  the  first,  and  acknowledge  its  effort,  as  an 
embodiment  of  German  ideas,  to  give  that  to  the 
people  which  the  people  demand  from  art,  they  must, 
in  the  great  confusion  of  the  present  day,  see  a  re- 
turn to  it  as  nothing  but  fitting  and  natural. 

At  a  period  when  in  Italy  the  plastic  arts  had  not 
yet  been  revived,  there  existed  in  Germany  a  paint- 
ing, sculpture,  and  architecture,  the  remains  of 
which  intimate  the  high  degree  of  cultivation  which 
these  arts  had  reached. 
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Italian  sculpture  aiid  architecture  were  revived 
by  tiie  influence  of  the  antique  works  which  were 
eithei"  preserved  in  Rome,  or  newly  brought  to  light. 
Not  BO  paiuting.  Giotto  was  in  Avignon.  How  far 
north  he  penetrated  from  there  we  know  not ;  but 
that,  in  his  day,  things  were  to  be  obtained  there 
wliicli  neither  Italy  nor  Byzantium  possessed,  is 
certain.  The  strip  of  Europe  between  the  mouths 
of  the  Rhone  and  the  Rhine,  the  fruitful  valleys  of 
these  two  rivers  bordering  on  each  other,  is  the  land 
in  which  the  antique  syle  has  been  preserved  and 
cultivated  more  vigorously  than  in  Italy  and  Byzan- 
tium. Here  the  contest  between  ancient  and  modem 
times  was  most  natural  and  fruitful.  Here  antique 
architecture  had  passed  through  every  phase  into 
the  Grothic.  Here,  in  the  old  cities,  political  forms 
never  suddenly  broke  up  and  perished ;  but  they 
gradually  assumed  a  modem  transformation.  Here, 
if  Giotto  came  so  far,  he  found  an  art  progressing 
from  the  earliest  traditions,  spreading  through  the 
lands  on  the  right  and  left,  and  one  branch  of  which 
—  paintuig — was,  I  believe,  brought  by  him  to  Flor- 
ence. Here,  too,  independent  of  what  happened 
afterwards  in  Italy,  the  arts  continued  to  be  culti- 
vated, sustained  by  the  riches  of  the  land  and  the 
independent  position  of  its  inhabitants,  until,  in 
the  time  of  Charles  V.,  when  the  political  structure 
of  all  Europe  was  overthrown,  the  true  life  of  tlie 
land  was  fettered  by  Spain  and  Italy,  and  art  fell 
under  the  influence  of  the  schools  of  Titian  and 
Michael  Angelo. 

Were  I  to  compute  what  had  been  produced  by 
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Ofirmtmy  aad  the  Netherlands  in  pfuniing  aad 
Bculptvire  up  to  the  time  of  Raphael,  it  would  not 
only  rank  equal  to  the  industry  of  the  Italians,  but 
would  surpass  it.  The  one  fundamental  difference 
alone  is  exhibited  from  the  first:  Roman  art  is 
guided  by  an  ideal  feeling  for  the  harmony  of  lines, 
and  for  the  combination  of  all  the  figures  into  a 
definite  composition  ;  whilst  German  art,  with  a  self- 
limitation  often  appearing  almost  like  conscious 
obstinacy,  only  strives  after  accuracy  in  imitating 
wliat  it  has  in  view.  However  rude  Giotto  may 
appear  in  Ms  portr^t  of  Dante,  no  one  in  the  north 
could  have  drawn  such  an  outline.  And,  therefore, 
far  inferior  as  the  Italians  are  in  tenderness  of 
coloring,  and  in  that  fidelity  with  which  the  CJer- 
mans  paint,  in  one  thing  they  excel  them,  —  they 
know  how  to  elevate  their  figures  above  the  individual 
character.  In  the  Catliedral  of  Bruges  there  is  a 
Madonna's  head  ascribed  to  Van  Eyck.  It  represents 
the  countenance  of  a  woman,  who  is  on  the  point  of 
bursting  into  tears ;  but,  with  all  the  powers  she 
possesses,  she  endeavors  to  command  herself,  and  to 
repress  the  despair,  to  yield  to  which  would  be  an- 
nihilating. The  closed  mouth,  almost  burst  open 
by  sobs ;  the  eyes,  which  seem  to  have  sucked  in 
her  tears ;  her  pitifal  weakness,  and  at  the  same 
time  her  strength,  —  is  not  to  be  described  with 
words.  Raphael  would  never  have  got  so  far  as  to 
think  of  representii^  it.  And  it  is  in  the  portrayal 
of  such  moments  that  the  masterly  power  of  the 
Northern  painters  lies.  They  portray  the  most  del- 
icate emotions  of  the  mind.    Neither  the  Greeks 
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□or  &Q  Italians  can  produce  an  attempt  in  this 
direolioD. 

In  portraits  also,  this  Dationat  diSerence  is  dis- 
covered. Antique  busts  and  statues  wear  the  ex- 
pression of  a  calm,  passionle^  soul.  The  eyes  seem 
to  look  clearly  and  steadily  into  a  light  distance ;  the 
lips  draw  regular  hreatlis ;  the  hearing  of  the  body  is 
as  if  the  eyes  of  the  people  were  upon  them,  observ- 
ing their  deportment.  Italian  portraits  exhibit  some- 
times a  s%ht  smile  :  we  feel  for  the  most  part  that 
the  masters  endeavored  to  choose  the  happiest  mo- 
ment. We  have  said  how  carefully  and  ingeniously 
Leonardo  induced  this  frame  of  mind  in  the  beautiful 
Mona  Lisa,  In  the  portraits  of  Diirer  or  Holbein, 
on  the  contrary,  there  is  not  a  glimpse  of  a  transient 
feeling,  not  a  tinge  of  ideal  joy  in  the  expression  j 
but  the  man  is  represented  with  astonishing  care  as 
he  sat  there  and  allowed  himself  to  he  painted,  not 
one  spark  more  excited  than  usual,  but  tranquil  and 
deliberate,  just  as  one  sees  people  looking  out  of  a 
window.  They  intended  to  give  the  whole  distinct 
truth,  and  they  gave  it,  nothing  less,  nothing  more ; 
the  man  as  he  is  to-day,  and  was  yesterday.  And, 
beyond  that,  the  painters  could  do  nothing:  their 
capacity  ceased. 

That  this  capacity,  however,  appeared  in  propor- 
tion as  the  mental  character  of  the  times  became 
freer,  is  evidenced  by  the  works  of  Holbein  and 
Diirer.  Tliey  were  influenced  by  Italian  art  as  it 
existed  prior  to  Raphael.  Perhaps,  had  Germany 
had  a  capital  at  that  time  tike  Rome  or  Paris,  and 
could  at  the  same  time  have  kept  herself  free  by  an 
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independent  policy,  a  higher  art  woidd  have  been 
now  developed,  which  was  not  possible  in  the  cities, 
in  which,  from  their  oppressed  condition  and  lack 

of  intellectual  intercourse,  the  artists  scarcely  kept 
themselves  alive.  How  miserably  must  Diirer  have 
worked  his  way,  relying  upon  his  profession  for  a 
livelihood !  Adam  Krafil  died  in  the  hospital.  There 
was  no  pope,  no  emperor  in  the  land,  no  cultivated 
nobility.  The  nation  was  nothing  compared  with 
others:  Italian  influence  made  its  way,  as  Romish 
right  made  its  way,  and  abolished  German  customs. 
Nothing  now  any  longer  stood  its  ground  against  the 
immense  feeility  with  which  they  worked  in  Italy, 
and  the  impression  made  by  the  Roman  and  Venetian 
p^tin^.  Italy  became  the  goal  of  the  German  and 
Netherland  artists  (of  German  especially  there  ia 
soon  little  further  mention),  and  foreign  ideas  and 
foreign  style  overcame  what  was  national. 

Nevertheless,  the  difference  between  Romanic  and 
Germanic  conceptions  was  too  profound  for  it  not 
soon  again  to  break  fortli.  The  arts  which  had  lan- 
guished in  Germany  flourished  again  in  the  Nether- 
lands. Rubens  is  the  greatest  here.  In  a  strange 
way,  he  seemed  to  combine  the  opposite  styles.  In 
the  technical  part,  he  belongs  entirely  to  Italy.  It 
was  there  he  learned  to  paint  and  to  arrange.  The 
pomp  of  the  Spanish  and  Roman-Catholic  Church 
furnished  him  with  religious  materials,  imperial 
policy  with  historical.  In  spite  of  this,  his  figures, 
faces,  and  every  thing  belonging  to  lifeless  nature, 
testify  the  Germanic  conception  of  his  paintings. 
~        "la  dying  Christ,  wbicli,  regarded  as  a 
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portrait  of  him  whom  we  honor  under  tins  name, 
would  be  insufferable :  a  commoii  figure  taken  firom 
nature,  as  though  a  German  peasant,  robbed  of  his 
garments,  were  lying  there,  the  signs  of  death  pre- 
senting themselves  in  his  body ;  and  yet  this  body, 
its  petition,  its  fiesh,  the  muscles  from  the  tangled 
hair  to  the  sole  of  his  feet,  are  produced  on  the 
canvas  with  a  truth  and  abihty  which  makes  us  saj 
with  admiration  that  only  a  great  artist  could  have 
panted  it.  Rubens  could  do  nothing  beyond  the 
bare  nature.  He  painted  a  Last  Judgment :  it 
would  be  inconceivable  for  any  man  to  approach  it 
with  religious  feelings.  Christ  is  sitting  there  with 
his  beard  and  curling  hair,  with  an  air  of  noble 
superiority,  like  a  prince  looking  at  an  execution,  — 
a  Spanish  king  perhaps,  when  heretics  were  to  be 
burned ;  and  the  condemned  rush,  in  the  form  of  a 
cascade  of  naked  women  of  the  fattest  kind,  ^i^fe- 
mSle  uito  hell,  like  a  pailful  of  fishes  emptied  out. 
And  yet,  wliat  life  is  there  in  this  colossal  piece  of 
human  flesh !  What  truth  in  the  strange  allego- 
rical pictures  ill  the  Academy  at  Brussels !  How 
graceful  even  is  the  mixture  of  antique  divinities 
and  earthly  princes,  both  dressed  in  the  latest  fash- 
ion, and  designed  by  Rubens  to  glorify  the  deeds  of 
the  royal  family  of  France !  His  pictures,  however, 
only  afford  true  enjoyment  when  thoy  appear  at 
once  as  portraits.  Thus  it  is  with  the  Mary  in  the 
cathedral  at  Antwerp,  who  steps  forward  incredibly 
gracefully,  like  a  delicate  young  Flemish  peasant 
girl ;  or  the  Adoration  of  Mary  in  the  Church  of 
St.  Jacques,  where  Rubens  painted  himself  and  his 


y  Google 


464  LIFE  OP   jaiCHAEL   ANGELO. 

first  and  second  wife,  both  yoaog  and  nTooming,  as 
if  he  had  had  them  both  with  him  at  the  sane  time. 
These  figures,  each  in  itself,  or  in  contrast  to  each 
other,  form  a  charming  picture.  The  one,  ardent, 
bnlliant,  bold,  energetic,  but  still  tender  and  lovely ; 
the  other,  shy,  retiring,  and  thoughtful.  We  seem 
to  see  the  lips  move  in  the  one,  as  she  chatters  with 
lively  animation,  and  in  the  other  as  she  expresses 
her  feelings  in  few  words.  Ajid  at  the  same  time 
there  is  a  gleam  over  both  as  if  no  evil  destiny  could 
befall  these  women,  and  the  sun  must  shine  wher- 
iver  they  appear. 

If  Rubens  shows  the  attempt  to  reconcile  the  con- 
trary styles,  in  the  works  of  another  master,  the 
intention  of  not  yielding  to  this  is  strikingly  mani 
Tested ;  and,  heightened  by  this  uitentional  opposition, 
the  true  nature  of  the  Grermanic  conception  comes 
forward  so  forcibly,  that,  perhaps,  never  has  tlie 
prevailing  taste  been  more  sharply  opposed. 

I  have  before  stated,  that,  whenever  the  restraint 
of  a  school  has  been  broken  through,  a  powerful 
talent  has  cast  itself  forcibly  upon  nature.  After 
Titian's  last  revolution,  this  attempt  had  been  once 
more  made  in  Italy,  not  exactly  against  the  Vene- 
tians, but  against  the  school  forming  in  Bologna 
under  the  Carracci,  which  fancied  it  bad  discovered 
a  so-called  best  method,  resting  on  a  general  knowl- 
edge of  all  that  had  been  hitherto  produced,  and 
by  which,  whether  it  were  good  or  bad,  all  that 
wae  characteristic  was  abolished,  not  to  mention 
individual  influence.  To  iise  what  had  been  ac- 
quired with  taste,  this  was   the   secret.     This  was 
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Opposed  by  Michael  Angelo  Oaravaggio,  a  master, 
who,  with  an  tmusual  eye  for  lines  as  well  as  color, 
but  with  no  feeling  for  ideal  beauty,  has  produced 
works,  which,  liko  daguerreotype  imitations  of  natu- 
ral incidents,  surpass  every  thing  executed  in  this 
way  even  up  to  the  present  day,  and  whose  influence 
contributed  much  to  lead  subsequent  painters  back 
again  to  uatare.  But  Oaravaggio  had  always  Italian 
nature  before  him,  the  charms  of  which  it  seems, 
almost  against  his  will,  forced  him  to  portray  the 
tender  and  the  lovely.  We,  however,  are  now  al- 
luding to  a  Netherland  master,  upon  whom  neither 
the  Itahan  sky,  nor  the  antique,  nor  Eaphael  nor 
Michael  Angelo,  exerted  their  unconscious  influ- 
ence; endowed  with  the  sEuue  obstinate  adherence 
to  the  nature  of  his  country,  with  all-surpassing 
talent,  with  an  immense  sense  of  color,  a  colossd 
power  of  invention,  and  with  an  industry  which 
appears  truly  inconceivable,  —  and  this  was  Rem- 
brandt, to  me  the  greatest  painter  which  his  age 
produced. 

Rembrandt,  like  Michael  Angelo,  created  a  world 
for  himself.  Whether  he  painted  or  etched,  he 
transports  us  with  our  whole  soul  into  that  which 
he  represents.  His  portraits  are  like  sudden  appa- 
ritions of  people  whom  we  watch,  just  as,  unseen  by 
night,  we  might  look  into  a  strange  room  through 
a  window.  He  likes  to  heighten  this  charm  by  a 
striking  light ;  but  he  does  not  need  it.  He  paints 
a  smiling  child  stretching  out  an  apple  to  us,  till  we 
could  grasp  it  to  take  it  from  him.  He  etches  Adam 
and  Eve  under  the  apple-tree,  he  a  naked,  clownish 
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peasant,  she  a  cow-girl ;  but  we  see  them  living 
before  us,  and  hear  in  fancy  their  silly  chatter. 
The  acuteness  with  which  Rembrandt  observes,  the 
innocence  with  which  he  represeuts,  the  romantio 
charm  which  he  wraps  round  his  works,  make  it 
almost  impossible  to  regard  them  otherwise  than 
with  deUght,  and  with  the  desire  to  possess  them, 
From  the  most  insignificant  sketch,  lie  elicits  some- 
thing that  gives  delight.  He  etches  a  strip  of  water, 
a  couple  of  trees,  and  a  cottf^e  beneath  them,  as 
thoi^h  one  had  it  in  view  as  the  object  of  a  walk. 
All  his  Biblical  scenes  are  adorned  often  with  hor- 
rible figures,  —  with  a  Christ  of  fearful  ugliness,  but 
yet  really  so  striking,  so  truly  a  copy  of  that  which 
came  into  his  mind,  that  we  never  think  of  gain- 
saying it.  There  is  no  art  in  it,  in  the  antique  or 
Italian  sense :  it  is,  we  might  say,  a  thing  of  the 
imi^nation ;  a  permanence  given  by  lines  and  color 
to  things  which  pass  casually  before  the  eye,  or 
wander  through  the  mind ;  a  representation  which 
one  feels  constrained  to  gaze  upon.  There  is  noth- 
ing to  elevate  and  mould  the  soul,  to  escite  our 
noblest  feelings,  to  calm  our  passions:  but  it  con- 
tains that  which  art  must  possess  for  the  Germanic 
mind,  —  not  merely  truth,  but  reality;  tjiat  which 
Shakespeare  possesses,  and  all  the  poels  whom  we 
rank  as  our  best.  We  demand  situations  into  which 
wo  can  enter;  and,  where  painting  represents  no 
ideas,  we  want  imitations  of  nature,  as  illasive  aa 
they  can  be. 

Prom  this  there  arose  sulraequently  in  the  Nether- 
lands the  school  of  those  who  endeavored,  by  every 
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emjdofmeQt  of  art,  to  represent  passive  still  life. 
Exact  imitations  of  the  most  ordinary  household 
implements  were  produced.  Flowers,  dead  or  liv- 
ing game,  birds,  knives,  glasses,  —  in  short,  any 
tiling  which  could  be  represented ;  and,  as  the  prime 
of  this  branch  of  art,  landscape-painting,  the  true 
excellence  of  the  art-productions  of  the  present  day. 
With  landscape,  which  at  first  formed  only  the  back- 
ground of  figures,  and  afterwards,  without  figures, 
represented  only  the  distance,  the  sky,  the  sea, 
trees,  and  rocks,  all  was  given  up  which  had  hitherto 
been  designated  as  art.  A  landscape  would  have 
been  an  empty  board  to  Michael  Angelo,  as  the 
most  beautiful  region  without  man  was  a  wilderness 
to  him :  the  Greeks,  Romans,  and  Italians  required 
men  and  cities ;  the  Germans,  untouched  natiu-e  and 
solitude.  Yet,  as  with  increasing  civilization  the 
characteristics  of  nations  began  to  intermingle,  so 
the  sense  of  the  beauty  of  still  life  seems  to  have 
broken  upon  the  Italians  and  French  also ;  and, 
where  the  human  form  had  been  exhausted  in  every 
position  and  effect,  landscape-painting  emerged  as 
the  production  of  the  seventeenth  century  in  the 
domain  of  art.  Claude  Lorraine,  Salvator  Bosa, 
and  Poussin,  stood  with  the  Netherlanders  as  masters 
of  equal  repute  with  historical  painters.  And,  with 
&.e  introduction  of  landscape,  music  prevailed  in- 
stead of  poetry.  But,  though  by  both  the  deepest 
feelings  can  be  expressed,  human  lai^uage  and 
human  form  are  alone  able  to  utter  and  portray 
them ;  and  thus  music  and  landscape  denote  raHier 
a  weakness  than  a  strength  of  the  age,  which  would 
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prefer  to  dreajn  and  foi^t,  than  to  see  and  act. 
Both  these,  however,  in  the  beginning  of  the  past 
century  alone  remained  as  the  arte  in  which  personal 
feeling  found  its  expression :  in  poetry,  architecture, 
sculpture,  and  figure-painting,  there  was  only  man- 
nerism. The  former  delighted  the  higher  circles 
as  amusements  to  which  they  occasionally  devoted 
themselves:  the  latter  were  consigned  to  the  me- 
chanical hand  often  of  very  talented  masters,  who 
completed  excellent  things  in  their  different  branches 
of  art,  but  were  so  completely  subject  to  the  de- 
mands of  fashion,  that  no  great  ideas  found  their 
way  into  their  works. 


Soch  was  ttie  state  of  things  when,  about  &e 
middle  of  the  last  century,  French  literature  began 
to  i^uence  Germany,  and  the  weapons  which  had 
been  used  against  Rome  were  now  turned  agmnst 
Protestantism.  Whilst,  in  the  Itoman  lands,  the 
end  of  the  contest  was  a  kind  of  moral  dissolution, 
so  that  every  thing  existing  began  to  waver  and  fall 
into  a  confusion  from  which  there  appeared  no 
escape ;  in  Germany,  men  arose  who  asserted  their 
personal  influence  with  so  much  power,  that  chaos 
began  to  crystallize  anew  around  them.  I  will 
mention  as  some  of  the  leaders,  Lessii^,  Herder, 
Winckelmaun,  Kant,  and  Goethe.  What  was  done 
under  them  and  by  them,  in  mental  work,  raised 
Germany  from  ruin.  Frederick  the  Great  took  care 
that  a  political  focus  should  be  given  to  this  reno- 
vated life.     And,  while  the  influence  thus  gradually 


y  Google 


SPIBIT  OP  MODBBS  TIJttES.  469 

cultivated  spread  over  the  whole  earth,  that  basis 
was  won  on  which  we  now  stand. 

For  the  first  time,  the  whole  human  race  was 
conceived  as  One  universal  soul-endowed  creature, 
going  through  its  stages  of  development  ;  and, 
guided  by  the  natural  sciences,  the  earth  was  re- 
garded as  the  theatre  of  this  race,  changing  likewise 
accordii^  to  laws.  The  ideas  of  a  former  age,  of 
cosmogony,  of  the  progress  of  the  world,  and  of  the 
perfectibility  of  man  as  one  united  nature,  began  to 
take  root  in  men's  minds.  The  future  appeared  as 
something  to  be  determined  by  analogy  with  the 
past ;  the  moral  development  of  the  mind  was  coa- 
ddered  in  its  full  extent,  and  an  historical  positJon 
only  was  assigned  to  Cliristianity ;  and  the  mind, 
striving  after  such  an  elevated  view  of  things,  saw 
itself  transported  into  a  realm  of  freedom.  All  that 
had  before  seemed  fixed  and  immovable,  suddenly 
appeared  as  a  creation  of  the  human  will,  to  which 
liberty  was  given  to  adopt  any  other  course,  and 
over  which  the  powers  of  earth  possessed  no  obliga- 
tory and  supreme  direction.  Man  was  free.  To 
will  was  all  that  was  necessary  to  do.  AH  that  was 
requisite  was  only  to  perceive  the  highest  good,  in 
order  to  advance  towards  it.  Such  were  the  final 
results  reached  by  the  new  critical  contemplation  of 
human  things. 

Eiven  at  the  present  day,  these  principles  form  the 
element  of  life  in  which  those  move  who  exercise 
true  power  over  mankind,  and  to  whose  knowledge 
others  must  submit.  We  labor  to  set  aside  the 
hinderances  which,  as  outward  conditions  of  life,  are 
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BtHl  left  as  remnants  of  times  of  less  distinctness, 
and  which  are  tenaciously  adhered  to  by  the  multi- 
tude. What  Winckelmann  did  for  art,  through  the 
ancients,  a  whole  succession  of  men  have  done  for 
other  branches  of  science ;  all  striving  towards  the 
same  aim,  and  therefore,  consciously  or  uncon- 
sciously, working  uito  each  other's  hands.  A  vast 
arrangement  of  things  began.  To  him,  who  con- 
sidered the  world  in  the  old  spirit,  this  activity  must 
have  appeared  like  destruction.  The  reproach  was 
raised,  that  they  were  pulling  down,  and  would  not 
know  how  to  build  up.  And  when  the  results  of 
this  criticism  were  at  length  brouglit  about,  and  a 
kingdom  like  France  fell  to  ruin  within  a  few  years, 
it  seemed  as  if  the  times  of  general  destruction  had 
begun,  in  which,  even  in  the  present  day,  many 
believe  who  see  before  them  tlie  certain  ruin  of  the 
human  race. 

Literature  had  caused  this  movement :  the  people 
had  become  accustomed  to  allow  themselves  to  be 
influenced  by  it  alone.  In  tlie  domain  of  literature, 
the  consequences  of  this  revolution  in  the  minds 
of  the  people  were  now  exhibited. 

When,  before,  great  and  startling  things  had  been 
produced,  poets  and  writers  had  hitherto  always 
adhered  to  what  had  been  handed  down  to  them. 
They  had  had  models  before  them ;  they  had  allowed 
things  belonging  to  others  to  influence  them;  and, 
while  they  had  gained  reputation,  a  fixed  outward 
form  had  had  a  great  share  in  the  success.  Then 
Rousseau  appeared  in  France,  and  wrote  his  new 
*'  Eloise."     It  was  a  work  perfectly  without  plan :   it 


y  Google 


epmrr  op  modern  times.  471 

was  different  to  every  thing  that  had  heen  hitherto 
known.  It  was  the  regardless  commimication  of  a 
man,  who,  lonely  and  thinking  only  of  himself,  gave 
full  vent  to  his  passion  and  to  his  whole  nature  in 
a  series  of  pictures,  in  the  contemplation  of  which 
the  reader  hecame  another  man.  Touched  in  every 
feeling,  we  obtain  a  new  aspect  of  things  from  this 
book,  as  though  we  had  lived  another  life  after  hav- 
ing taken  it  in.  Never  before  had  a  work  of  art 
come  upon  a  people  with  such  penetrating  power, 
and  made  such  an  immense  impression.  Rousseau 
influenced  Germany ;  but  he  only  helped  to  mature 
what  was  taking  place  there,  and  he  called  forth 
nothing  which  would  not  have  been  produced  with- 
out him.  GJoethe  began  his  career:  he  wrote  his 
"  Wertber."  Without  scarcely  knowing  what  he  was 
doing,  be  brought  out  a  work  for  Germany,  —  new 
as  the  "Eloise"  to  the  French,- equally  powerful,  a 
storm  of  passion  couched  in  words,  compared  with 
which  every  thing  before  must  have  appeared  cold 
aud  calculating.  And  thus  did  Goethe  besides  in 
his  "  Gotz  von  Berlichingen ; "  thus  did  Schiller  in  his 
"  Robbers,"  —  works  which,  casting  aside  the  restric- 
tions of  vague  feeling,  ridiculed  every  thing  estab- 
lished, and  showed  a  freedom  of  action  such  as 
never  before  had  been  laid  claim  to  or  attempted. 
No  conditions  were  henceforth  necessary  for  artistic 
work.  Pure  passion  seemed  to  satisfy.  Every 
thing  offered  itself  to  her,  and  placed  itself  at  her 
Borvice. 

In  this  sense,  a  revival  also  of  the  plastic  arts  now 
occiUTed. 
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Uninterruptedly  since  the  sixteenth  century,  an- 
tiquity had  been  lield  up  to  view  in  writings  and 
works  of  art.  The  French  tragedists  were  proud 
of  complying  with  the  rules  of  Aristotle.  In  schools 
and  universities,  ancient  culture  formed  the  basis 
of  the  instruction.  Sculptors  and  painters  spoke  of 
Phidias  and  Apelles.  But  all  that  ancient  times 
had  produced  bad  been  hitherto  conceiTCd  in  the 
lump  as  a  whole.  jEschylus  and  Terence,  Aristotle 
and  Seneca,  Homer  and  Virgil,  works  of  Greek  and 
Boman  artiste,  all  appeai'ed  en  bloc  as  the  mental 
expression  of  one  single  past  epoch,  which  was  des- 
ignated the  ancient  world.  Winckelmann  brought 
a  system  into  this  disorder  as  regards  the  plastic  art ; 
and  his  opinion  that  the  conditions  of  its  origin  may 
be  discovered  in  every  work,  thus  separating  the 
periods  of  the  past,  began  to  obtain  over  artists. 
They  learned  to  criticise  works  as  necessary  products 
of  distinct  circumstances ;  they  examined  appeai> 
ances  with  perfect  freedom ;  they  disengaged  them- 
selves from  all  that  hitherto  had  seemed  an  indis- 
pensable condition,  and  began  to  work  anew.  Poor 
young  men,  who  scarcely  succeeded  in  selling  or 
receiving  orders,  if  they  could  only  gain  enough  to 
prevent  their  starving,  seized  upon  painting,  in 
order  to  give  expression  to  thoughts  which  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  productions  of  the  old  style 
of  p^tii^.  Unconcerned  as  to  tliat  which  was 
called  art  in  the  wo^ld  in  which  they  lived,  they 
studied  according  to  their  own  instincts,  and  chose 
their  course  as  it  suited  their  personal  feelings, 
whese  urged  them  to  Rome.     Her  monuments,  and 
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the  m^iificent  nature  around,  equally  ftllod  their 
Bouls.  They  endeavored  to  embrace  philosophy, 
religion,  history,  and  poetry ;  and  the  works  of 
the  plastic  arts,  and  those  of  the  poets,  possessed 
almost  equal  value  for  their  aspiring  minds  as  they 
had  once  done  for  Michael  Angelo.  Ideas  were  the 
prijicipal  things  to  them :  paintings  were  only  the 
drapery  that  clothed  them.  It  was  of  little  moment 
to  them  whether  their  work  struck  people  or  no; 
thoy  only  endeavored  to  satisfy  themselves.  It  had 
no  influence  over  their  course  of  development,  that 
here  or  there  they  met  with  patrons,  even  with 
princes,  who  helped  tliem  forward  with  money. 
Equally  little  did  it  affect  them  that  they  were  often 
forsaken  or  ill-treated  by  Germany.  Tiiey  needed 
nothing  but  the  sense  of  personal  freedom,  wliich 
was  filling  men's  minds,  and  which  was  the  creative 
power  in  themselves. 

It  was  a  new,  unprecedented  course  which  they 
adopted ;  and  new,  unprecedented  productions  were 
the  result. 

Carstens,  a  Schleswig-Holsteiuer  by  birth,  wlio  died 
yomig  in  Rome,  of  consumption,  after  a  life  full  of 
misery,  is  the  first  great  artist  in  the  modern  sense ; 
the  first  who,  were  a  line  drawn  fi-om  the  ancients 
to  the  Italians,  and  carried  on  further  at  random, 
would  incline  in  its  direction.  We  become  perfectly 
acquainted  with  his  opinions  by  reading  the  letter 
which  he  wrote  from  Rome  to  the  Prussian  minister, 
who,  not  without  a  presentiment  of  what  the  man 
was  worth,  and  who,  notwithstanding,  with  all  the 
conceit  of  a  civil  functionary,  considers  his  high  po 
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sition  as  higher  than  mind  and  character,  attempted 
to  prescrihe  to  Carstens  from  Berlin.  This  letter 
is  well  known ;  but  the  original  is  said  to  have  heen 
written  in  Btill  stronger  terms  than  the  copy  con- 
tained in  Fernow's  Taluable  biography.  For  the 
first  time,  a  ray  of  pride,  such  as  Michael  Aiigelo  felt, 
burst  out  again  from  the  soul  of  an  artist.  Again, 
for  the  first  time,  it  is  an  artist  over  whom  Michael 
Aiigelo  exercised  an  influence.  Michael  Angelo  was 
at  that  time  always  spoken  of  with  reverence,  espe- 
cially in  Italy :  he  stood  before  all  as  one  never  to 
be  surpassed.  But  what  he  had  been,  no  one 
dreamt ;  and  the  connection  between  bis  works  and 
the  times  in  which  he  lived,  never  once  awakened 
inquiry.  Goethe  relates,  how  artists  disputed  in 
Rome  whether  Raphael  or  Michael  Angelo  were  the 
greater.  We  can  be  sure,  that,  where  questions  of 
such  a  kind  are  raised  respecting  great  men,  no 
spark  of  true  understanding  comes  into  play.  It 
was  not  Michael  Angelo's  buildings  and  statues  that 
now  exercised  an  influence,  but  his  art  of  producing 
every  tiling  almost  by  outline  alone,  and  the  manly 
independence  breathed  forth  from  his  works. 

Carstens's  works  were  indeed  often  nothing  but 
sketches  with  light  shadows,  or,  when  he  painted, 
pictures  which  could  be  produced  in  the  cheapest 
manner.  Unconcerned  at  the  opposition  which  was 
abundantly  raised  against  him,  he  endeavored  to 
express  what  appeared  the  highest  to  him ;  and  the 
enthusiasm  which  these  simple  expressions  of  a  great 
mind  excited,  is  sufficient  to  prove  the  deep  neeessitj 
for  such  works  which  had  arisen  in  men.     Carstens 
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allowed  himBelf  to  be  influenced  freely  by  the  antique, 
by  the  great  Italians,  and  by  nature ;  and  he  pressed 
forwards.  He  died  too  young  to  reach  the  prime  of 
his  labors.  All,  however,  that  since  bis  time  has 
awakened  enthusiasm  in  Germany,  is  to  be  traced  to 
the  course  which  be  took.  There  were  no  more 
portraits,  still-life,  genre,  and  landscape :  whoever 
could  produce  good  things  in  these  branches  con- 
'tiuued  to  work  in  them  ;  but  above  them  there  again 
rose  an  art,  animated  by  a  higher  spirit,  just  as  aa 
art  of  poetry,  since  Goethe's  time,  has  risen  above  all 
other  literature. 

Carstens's  great  successor  is  Cornelius,  to  whom, 
different  to  bis  predecessor,  a  great  age  has  been 
granted,  and  to  whom  the  German  ori^nal  of  this 
work  is  dedicated.  He  baa  become  old  enough  to 
be  himself  allowed,  like  Michael  Angelo  and  Goethe, 
to  enter  upon  the  heritage  of  his  fame.  It  is  possi- 
ble to  speak  of  him.  His  works  stand  before  us  as 
historic  acts.  Oarstens  was  acquainted  only  with 
Italian  art  and  antique  works ;  Cornelius  received 
his  first  impressions  from  the  old  German  and 
Netherland  masters,  who,  at  the  time  when  be  began 
to  work,  as  if  newly  discovered,  suddenly  attained  to 
new  honors,  and  filled  his  imagination.  He  after- 
wards went  to  Rome.  That  which  had  hitherto 
separated  Greek,  Italian,  and  German  art,  found  its 
reconciliation  in  Cornelius.  Carstens  did  not  live 
long  enough  to  divest  himself  of  all  traces  of  imitar 
tion,  and  to  perfect  in  himself  so  satisfactorily  his 
conception  of  the  living  human  body  as  to  obliterate 
iJie  remembrance  of  Michael  Angelo  and  the  works 
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of  the  ancients.  To  this  Oornelius  attained.  He, 
&eeuig  himself  more  and  more  from  extraneons 
influence,  has  in  his  latter  worlis  conceived  the 
human  body  as  though  lie  saw  it  for  the  first  time, 
and  had  never  seen  it  painted  and  drawn  by  others ; 
and,  while  adhering  thus  strictly  to  nature,  he  has 
understood  at  the  same  time  how  to  satisfy  tlie 
peculiar  bias  of  the  German  mind  with  respect  to 
exact  individual  characteristics.  The  great  simple 
passions  of  men  form  the  subject  of  his  works.  No 
one,  since  Michael  Angelo's  death,  has  presented  such 
vast  problems  to  art  as  Cornelius,  whose  noble  con- 
ceptions have  been  more  powerfully  and  grandly 
embodied  with  increasing  years.  He  is  a  painter  in 
the  highest  sense.  Like  Michael  Angelo  and  Raphael, 
he  touches  the  intellectual  life  of  the  people  on  all 
points,  and  endeavors  to  represent  that  which  most 
deeply  affects  their  minds.  Yet,  in  spite  of  all,  how 
do  his  efibrts,  and  all  that  has  resulted  irom  them, 
tell  upon  the  people  ? 

Let  us  place  Michael  Angelo's  name  instead  of 
his.  What  would  he  be  able  to  do,  were  he  now  to 
appear?  and  what  proportion  would  his  influence 
bear  to  that  which  Goethe  exercised,  and  unceasingly 
continues  to  exercise?  Goethe's  life  flows  like  an 
indispensable  stream  through  the  German  lands : 
Michael  Angelo  in  the  present  day  would  have  had 
no  more  influence  than  Groethe  would  have  possessed, 
had  he  appeared  in  Michael  Angelo's  times.  What 
Michael  Angelo  would  have  missed  in  the  present 
day  is  the  cultivatjon  of  the  people,  whose  eye  had 
in  his  time  been  prepared  for  bim  for  a  century: 
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what  Goethe  woiild  have  missed  at  that  time  is  the 
extent  of  the  mental  horizon,  which,  as  things  were 
three  centuries  ago,  appears  to  us  now  contracted 
and  narrow.  Countries  were  at  that  time  like  limited 
Beas,  upon  which  a  moderate  coast  navigation  is 
carried  on  :  at  the  present  day,  all  the  quarters  of  the 
globe  form  one  single  ocean,  which  is  boldly  traversed 
in  all  directions.  To  effect  an  influence,  we  need 
stronger  means  than  paintings  which  do  not  change 
their  place.  What  is  art  to  us  now,  when  nations 
are  agitated  with  unrest  ?  It  hushes  not  the  infinite 
mis^vings  that  oppress  us,  that  expectation  of  a 
great  destiny  which  we  look  for  like  a  revelation. 
We  press  onwards,  instead  of  resting  and  decorating 
places  for  the  quiet  enjoyment  of  life.  The  times 
are  passed,  when,  as  in  the  days  of  Michael  Angelo, 
the  ocean  surrounded  Europe  as  the  great  central 
land,  beyond  which  lay  fabulous  regions,  and  at  the 
heart  of  which  was  Italy,  as  the  centre  of  creation. 
The  atmosphere  and  the  firmament  of  stars  are  no 
longer  a  fabulous  space  without  limits :  science  pene- 
trates into  the  immeasurable ;  and  the  light  of  the 
BUn  is  analyzed,  that  we  may  know  of  what  matter 
the  great  luminous  ball  consists.  All  our  mental 
progress,  however,  is  rather  of  an  analyzing  than  of 
an  accumulating  nature.  And  the  further  we  ad- 
vance, the  more  we  avoid  coming  to  results.  We 
prefer  for  a  time  to  increase  our  material.  We  lack 
the  certainty  with  which  we  acted  in  days  past 
Then  we  believed  more  firmly  in-  the  wonderful 
Abends  we  regarded  as  history,  than  the  scholar  now 
does  in  the  phenomena  which  he  has  distinctly  before 
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him,  and  which  he  doubts,  because  unknown  aad 
delusire  influences  have  their  effect  on  his  mind. 
And  so  Winckelmann,  from  whom  modern  art  dates, 
was  no  artist ;  Lessing,  with  whom  German  literature 
begins,  was  ratlier  a  critic  than  a  poet ;  even  Goethe, 
if  we  estimate  the  whole  extent  of  his  works,  rather 
contemplated  than  created.  The  uncertainty  re- 
specting what  was  to  be  achieved,  seems  everywhere 
to  have  overpowered  the  formative  jrower ;  the  con- 
templation of  works  which  artists  of  past  ages  had 
executed  seems  to  have  satisfied  far  more  than  the 
enjoyment  of  the  newest  production.  And  if  the 
plastic  art  was  valued  as  the  adorning  of  places  to 
which  men  clung  with  affection ;  in  the  present  day, 
when  almost  every  one  wanders  about  without  a 
fixed  home,  either  in  his  native  city  or  in  the  lands 
he  visits,  so  that  scarcely  any  one  dies  where  he  was 
born,  the  main  object  of  all  art  seems  to  be  lost.  To 
the  Athenians,  Greece  was  the  only  land  from  the 
beginning :  all  round  were  barbarians,  round  the  bar- 
barians the  ocean,  round  the  ocean  the  infinite 
heavens.  Who  now,  however  much  he  may  cling  to 
his  country,  cherishes  even  the  idea  of  such  a  feel- 
ing ?  The  Germans,  knowing  that  Celts  or  Sclaves 
first  inhabited  the  soil  on  which  they  stand,  look 
upon  that  almost  alone  as  their  country,  where  their 
people  are.  The  old  Germanic  feehng  again  prevails. 
They  need  nothing  but  a  climate  somewhat  resem- 
bling their  own :  for  the  rest  they  only  require  their 
people  and  their  friends  there.  I  ask  myself,  I  who 
regard  art  as  the  noblest  fruit  of  human  activity, 
why  I  can  so  completely  do  without  it  and  its  works 
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in  view  of  the  clouds  which  drift  over  the  sky,  of  tlie 
woods  whose  rustling  murmur  fills  my  sou!,  and  of 
the  sunshine  which  moves  above  the  wooded  liilis. 
I  Icnow  that  I  went  from  Rome  to  Florence,  quite 
filled  with  the  thoughts  of  the  things  I  had  seen  ;  that 
in  Florence,  absorbed  again  with  art, I  could  scarcely 
conceive  returning  to  a  land  where  art  flourished 
miserably,  as  a  blessing  but  scantily  yielded.  I  went 
from  thence  to  Naples.  In  Livorno  I  embarked  on 
board  a  vessel,  and  had  nothing  before  me  but  the 
sky,  the  sea,  and  the  distant  coast.  Sitting  by  night 
on  the  deck,  I  saw,  gliding  past  me,  the  dusky  blue 
shadows  of  the  islands  through  which  we  made  our 
way ;  and  the  day  dawned,  while  the  stars  became 
larger  and  brighter.  Suddenly,  in  the  distance,  there 
rose  obliquely  from  the  horizon  a  thin  line  of  hght. 
We  came  nearer :  Vesuvius  stood  out  fi'om  the 
sky,  one  side  of  which  the  streaming  lava  had  thus 
marked ;  and,  while  the  islands  round  suddenly  rose 
out  of  the  mist,  we  sailed  round  the  last  headland,  and 
the  whole  majesty  of  the  Bay  of  Naples  lay  spread 
out  before  me.  What  then  were  the  paintings  and 
statues  and  palaces  to  me  ? 

And  where  do  we  find  a  trace  of  this  all-absorbing 
feeling  among  the  Greeks,  Romans,  and  Italians  of 
Michael  Angelo's  day  ? 

And  this,  too,  is  to  be  borne  in  mind,  —  what 
delights  us  to-day,  m  the  ruins  of  Rome  and  the 
paintings  of  Raphael,  is  the  enjoyment  of  memory 
as  well  as  that  of  sight.  Remembrances  of  the  past 
hover  round  us,  the  feeling  of  what  the  times  were 
that  produced  them,  and,  at  the  same  time,  the  pride 
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of  living  and  knowing  how  to  estimate  them.  Yes : 
who  would  envj  the  times  which  gave  them  birth, 
and  wish  himself  tranaported  to  their  bonds  and 
fetters  ?  And  who,  looking  upon  these  works,  has 
regretted  the  absence  of  similar  creations  in  his 
own  age?  We  have  wished  that  Beethoven  and 
Mozart,  Goethe  and  Shakespeare,  were  present,  work- 
ing still;  but  that  Michael  Angelo,  Raphael,  and 
I'hidias  should  come  and  labor  on,  —  such  a  wish 
has  never  risen  in  my  mind.  Goetlie  says,  "  If 
Raphael  were  ever  to  return,  we  would  assure  him 
of  an  excess  of  wealth  and  honor."  But  the  quiet 
atmosphere  in  wliich  he  flourished  ;  the  carelessness 
of  life  under  Leo  X. ;  the  delight  in  existence ; 
the  happiness ;  the  thoughtlessness  of  the  future,  — 
who  could  prepare  all  this  for  him  ?  And  even  if 
Goethe  were  right  as  regards  his  own  time,  —  for  his 
Italian  journey  occurred  at  that  period  prior  to  the 
French  Revolution,  when  there  was  no  idea  of  the 
doings  and  disturbances  which  followed  in  Gfermany, 
—  he  would  have  judged  differently  in  the  present 
day.  Cornelius's  career,  had  Goethe  been  his  con- 
temporary, would  have  shown  him  that  he  erred. 
For  what  has  been  tlie  end  of  this  mighty  power, 
waited  for  through  centuries,  and  no  successor  to 
which  will  probably  appear  for  centuries  to  come  ? 
With  deep  shame,  I  write  the  fate  awarded  to  this 
man  in  Prussia.  He  is  not,  indeed,  allowed  to  suffei' 
want:  an  honorable,  brilliant  old  f^e  has  fallen  to 
his  lot.  But,  while  for  that  which  is  called  official 
art  the  greatest  sums  are  fixed  and  g^ven,  not  only 
are  there  none  finished  of  the  paintings  ordered  of 
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Cornelius,  —  the  cartoons  of  which,  wherever  they 
appear,  eclipse  every  thing  else,  unsightly  as  is  their 
gray  paper  and  charcoal  strokes,  —  but  so  much  can- 
not even  be  obtained  in  Berlin  as  a  couple  of  simple 
walls  for  the  cartoons  of  the  paintings  executed  by 
him  in  Mimich,  which  are  kept  shut  up,  and  the 
permanent  exhibition  of  which  would  exercise  the 
greatest  influence  upon  German  art!  And,  worst 
of  all,  neither  Ul-will  nor  intrigue  seem  to  blame  for 
this :  it  can  only  be  laid  to  the  perfect  absence  of 
feeling  for  the  injury  and  disgrace  inflicted  on  the 
people,  and  called  down  upon  themselves.  Perhaps, 
however,  it  would  have  iared  little  better  with 
Schiller  and  Goethe,  had  they  written  and  sung  in 
the  days  of  Baphael  and  Michael  Angelo.* 

6. 
What  made  the  art  of  the  Greeks  so  great,  was  the 
perfect  balance  in  the  cultivation  of  the  people.  As 
poets,  as  politicians,  as  animals  (we  use  the  term  to 
express  physical  life  alone),  they  stood  upon  the 
same  he^ht  as  they  occupied  as  philosophers,  soldiers, 
and  artists.  Bach  of  these  branches,  separately  con- 
sidered, seems  to  carry  the  day  over  the  rest.  They 
stand  before  us  like  a  model  body,  while  other 
nations  have  their  weak  point  somewhere.  A  re- 
flection of  this  shines  forth  again  in  the  Italians 
of  the  sixteenth  century ;  but  it  is  no  mOre  than  a 
reflection.  Their  culture  was  endlessly  defective ; 
Michael  Angelo  towered  too  high  above  others ;  and 
the  decline  which  took  place  was  too  sudden,  while 

•  See  Appendix,  Note  T.TTTTT. 
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it  required  centuries  to  bring  the  Greeks  from  their 
elevated  position.  With  us  Germans,  however,  this 
harmony  is  completely  lacking ;  for  although,  from 
the  end  of  the  last  century,  it  has  been  our  unceasing 
aim  to  bring  it  about,  the  prison  air  of  past  times 
presented  too  great  an  opposition  to  the  fresh  breath 
of  freedom,  and  many  in  the  present  day  regard  as 
treasonable  the  mere  wish  to  aspire  after  doing  that 
which  is  the  first  groundwork  of  national  existence. 
Without  it,  however,  no  art  is  possible.  The  mere 
feeling  of  what  we  may  be,  and  the  ideal  unity  to 
which  we  have  at  last  attained,  is  sufficient  for 
literature.  Art,  however,  —  plastic  art, — requires  a 
surer  basis. 

What,  therefore,  is  our  position  at  the  present 
day? 

In  architecture,  from  the  employment  of  new  ma- 
terials, the  outward  form  has  become  paramount 
to  the  object  of  the  work.  The  styles  hitherto  have 
been  arbitrary,  outward  coverings  chosen  at  will,  in 
the  employment  of  which  the  architect  may  show 
more  or  less  taste,  but  the  true  value  of  which  has 
vanished.  The  material  and  its  judicious  application 
form  for  a  time  tlie  main  point  to  which  universal 
attention  is  directed. 

As  regards  sculpture,  many  statues  are  erected ; 
but  it  seems  as  if  greater  importance  was  given  to 
the  casting,  and  that  the  model  was  considered  only 
as  a  preliminary  to  the  more  difficult  task.  Statues 
are  no  longer  the  visible  link  uniting  the  people  to 
the  departed  forms  of  the  great  men  they  represent. 
The  statues  might  one  and  all  not  be  there,  and  the 
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great  men  would  be  just  as  near  tis.  The  feeling  foi 
art  as  a  part  of  the  national  conscionsness  is  lacking. 
Painters  try  in  vain  to  work,  as  it  were,  in  the  name 
of  the  people.  They  can  represent  nothing  but  their 
own  individual  peculiarities. 

A  work  of  art  is  effectiTe  in  tlie  present  day,  not 
from  what  it  represents,  not  from  the  place  which  it 
adorns,  nor  from  the  remembrance  of  the  day  on 
which  it  is  erected ;  but  it  makes  an  impression,  be- 
cause it  shows  how  an  appointed  artist  has  conceived 
things,  and  how  he  has  reproduced  them.  It  must 
be  he,  and  no  other.  We  always  wish  to  know  who 
has  executed  it.  That  only  awakens  interest  in  the 
present  day  which  appears  to  reveal  a  character. 
iBut,  to  the  creative  mind,  it  matters  little  what  this 
or  that  society  or  a  single  city  says  of  him  :  he  will 
address  himself  to  all,  and  work  as  unconditionally 
as  possible. 

The  industry  of  the  sculptor  has  given  place  to 
that  of  the  writer.  Whoever  has  any  thing  to  say  in 
the  present  day,  writes  it.  Nor  is  effort  made  to 
obtain  a  good  style :  the  aim  is  to  suit  many  minds. 
Wliat  is  written  is  then  sent  forth  into  the  world  to 
seek  unknown  friends,  with  whom  it  finds  a  hearing. 
Such  work  would  have  been  inconceivable  formerly. 
Michael  Angelo  worked  for  Rome,  Shakespeare  for 
London,  Goethe  for  mankind.  At  the  present  day, 
the  man  who  is  conscious  of  innate  talent  knows  of 
only  two  powers  by  which  he  is  influenced,  —  the  cre- 
ative power  within  him,  and  the  opinion  of  the  uni- 
versal invisible  multitude  to  whom  he  communioatea 
Us  ideas.     Popes  would  no  longer  find  men  like 
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Michael  Angelo.  Living  at  the  present  day,  he  vould 
not  have  troubled  himself  to  paint  walls  and  to  serre 
masters.  Very  different  objects  would  occupy  his 
mind.  I  have  said  that  Carstens  preferred  to  draw, 
and  painted  with  the  simplest  meaus :  in  this,  too,  I 
see  consolation  for  Comehus,  that  although  his  car- 
toons are  not  finished,  yet  as  they  stand  he  seems  to 
have  completed  his  work.  His  true  talent  is  draw- 
ing. The  walls  in  Munich,  which  he  painted  or  supep- 
intended,  are  of  less  value  to  me  than  his  cartoons. 
These,  travelling  round  the  world,  appearing  in  Bel- 
gium, Austria,  and  England,  have  acquired  the  no- 
toriety to  which  he  owes  his  late  fame.  Engravings 
are  taken  from  them.  As  photographs,  they  are  in 
every  hand ;  and  in  this  way  their  influence  will  en- 
dure, until  perhaps  some  day  a  museum  worthy  of 
theiu  may  be  achieved,  where  they  may  find  their 
true  place,  not  as  the  ornament  of  a  Camposanto, 
but  as  the  memorials  of  a  great  man. 

In  this  way,  the  artists  of  the  present  day  press  on- 
wards. Each  represents  what  is  most  agreeable  to 
his  own  taste,  and  then  leaves  his  production  for  an 
unknown  purchaser.  Pictures  travel  from  city  to 
city,  seeking  a  resting-place.  But  we  are  no  longer 
ambitious  of  having  these  works  in  palaces,  and  in 
the  possession  of  individuals,  who,  if  they  choose,  can 
shut  them  up ;  but  we  desire  museums,  in  which  the 
best  works  can  stand  open  to  all  as  public  proper^. 
The  building  is  not  considered,  but  its  contents, 
which  can  be  changed  at  any  moment.  And  how 
natural  such  an  idea  is  to  the  people,  is  shown  by  the 
^fts  of  private  persons,  who  are  incited  by  a  feeling 
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that  a  work  of  art  may  no  longer  be  a  possession 
■which  can  be  withheld.  Hence,  if  the  State  would 
do  any  thing  for  the  arts  in  the  present  day,  museums 
must  be  built;  and  committees,  not  selected  from 
officials,  but  from  independent  men,  the  members  of 
which  might  be  partly  appointed  by  the  artists  them- 
eelves,  should  decide  what  works  should  pass  into  the 
public  possession.  A  connection  with  the  State  would 
be  thus  secured  to  artists,  and  at  the  same  time  the 
sale  of  great  works  would  be  rendered  possible. 
When  any  thing  superior  is  produced,  it  can  thus 
alone  find  its  right  portion,  without  wounding  the 
power  which  created  it,  by  a  sense  of  dependence, 
and  thus  interrupting  the  course  of  its  internal 


For  freedom  is  the  first  condition.  Why  are  men 
in  the  present  day  so  deeply  interested  in  Michael 
Angelo  ?  Is  it  from  his  paintings,  which,  half  de- 
stroyed by  time,  are  only  accessible  to  those  who  go 
.  to  Bome ;  or  from  his  statues,  which,  still  more  hid- 
den than  his  paintmgs,  are  in  Rome  and  Florence  ? 
The  feeling  with  which  he  produced  them,  —  that 
feeling  that  all  Ms  works  and  deeds  are  to  be  re- 
garded only  as  a  single  act,  emanating  not  from  the 
artist  alone,  but  from  tho  citizen  of  his  country,  from 
the  man  who  was  on  all  points  great  and  strong  and 
noble,  —  this  feeling  awakens  him  from  the  dead, 
and  excites  in  as  the  irresistible  longing  to  draw 
nearer  to  him. 

Nor  shall  we  stop  here.  Times  will  come  again 
in  which  peace  will  return,  nations  will  again  begin 
harmoniously  to  adorn  their  lands,  and  cities  will 
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again  take  pride  in  the  beauty  of  the  buildings  occu- 
pied by  the  great.  It  ia  certain,  that  all  we  accumu- 
late now  will  one  day  be  fully  enjoyed.  Those 
artists  who,  working  in  secret,  are  unappreciated  or 
valued  less  than  they  deserve,  will  be  then  under- 
stood in  their  works,  and  will  occupy  the  place  be- 
fitting them.  We  know  not  when  this  will  be :  it 
may  be  soon,  or  it  may  be  after  the  lapse  of  years. 
Then,  however,  and  then  only,  will  Michael  Angelo 
also  be  appreciated  as  he  ought  to  be. 
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A  TEAR  is  passed  since  th  d  atl  t  C  nelius.  He  died 
the  6tb  of  March,  1867.  Wtat  I  w  t  conceming  him 
while  he  vas  yet  alive  is  no  1  ng  ^ppl  ihle  id  the  same 
sense.      That  which  is  past      p    t    w  w  it  from  a  new 

standpoint ;  a  career  is  ended.  The  end  carries  onr  thoughts 
back  to  tlie  beginning ;  a,  completed  whole  Ues  before  us, 
which  we  view  in  its  entirety. 

Even'inhia  last  days  Cornelius  continued  to  look  forward 
to  the  hour  which  should  witness  the  execution  of  his  earlier 
plans,  the  great  projects  which  had  drawn  biin  to  Berlin  in 
other  days,  when  he  waa  the  world's  first  artist,  admired  by 
that  world.  Filled  with  a  sense  of  the  dignity  of  his  calling, 
he  remained  rooted  there  to  the  last ;  and  though  the  condition 
of  affairs  had  completely  altered,  he  continued  to  regard  it  as 
a  mere  temporary  mischance,  comparable  to  the  years  of  wait- 
ing an  exile  must  endure  until  the  term  of  his  banishment  be 
ended. 

How  wonderful  was  his  growth  even  to  the  end !  Mere 
sketches  at  first,  his  last  charcoal  drawings  begin  to  become 
paintings  almost,  so  frequently  did  he  call  to  his  assistance  all 
lie  soft,  delicate  gradations  of  light  and  shade.  His  art 
never  remained  at  a  standstill  It  progressed  steadily  and 
risibly  until  the  wort  dropped  from  his  hands. 

But  who  remained  in  those  last  daya  to  admire  his  crea- 
tions? A  few  of  the  younger  generation,  a  very  few  of  the 
older.  Cornelius  stood  alone.  This  for  the  most  part  is  the 
lot  of  those  who  have  reached  the  eighties ;  but  compare  tliis 
man's  old  ^  with  Michael  Angelo's.     No  world  which  he 
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had  created  lay  outspread  before  him.  He  left,  when  he  went, 
no  gap  impossible  to  fill,  save  a  temporary  one.  What,  then, 
has  he  been  for  us?  How  will  future  centuries  view  the  con- 
ditionB  of  ttwiay  ?  They  will  say,  perhaps ;  "  When,  after 
centuries  of  unproductiveness,  a  great  and  prosperous  nation 
brought  forth  its  greatest  artist,  that  nation  concerned  itself 
about  bim  as  little  as  if  there  had  been  a  superfluity  of  such 
men.  For  the  grief  which  it  felt  at  the  loss  of  this  man  it 
found  DO  other  words  than  conventional,  hesitating  ones.  It 
felt  no  obligation  to  perpetuate  his  works."  Indeed,  when  there 
was  discussion  merely  of  the  benefit  which  might  result  from 
the  bringing  them  together  in  some  pubUc  place,  the  croaking 
voice  of  one  man  was  heard  declaring,  "  There  would  be  too 
many  if  we  should  place  ail  the  cartoons  in  this  projected 
museum;  the  works  of  Cornelius  would  take  the  place  of 
others  better  deserving  of  space  I "  And,  in  fact,  at  the  pres- 
ent moment  the  matter  rests  there;  and  although  it  is  pos- 
sible that  the  works  of  the  great  man  may  yet  occupy  the 
spaces  of  the  building  projected  for  this  purpose,  it  is  by  no 
means  certain. 

I  do  not  speak  for  the  sake  of  finding  fault.  Whom  would 
it  be  possible  to  censure  ?  I  state  the  tact  merely,  the  present 
condition  of  afiairs,  and  it  may  also  serve  in  some  sort  as  a 
document  for  the  future  historian  of  the  great  master,  a  record 
of  facts  vouched  for  by  one  who  was  contemporaneous  with 
him,  one  who  desires  only  that  the  truth  should  be  stated. 
And  far  be'it  from  me  to  condemn  these  times  in  which  we 
hve.  Who  would  dare  to  do  that  to-day  ?  I  discern  in  them 
the  noblest  germs  of  spiritual  life  for  the  future,  and  am  not 
so  impatient  that  I  cannot  await  the  passing  of  the  few  years 
which  must  elapse  before  the  shifting  sands  of  polities  shall  be 
scattered  from  the  soil  which  they  now  overspread  and  conceal. 
But  no  one  who  knows  Germany  deeply  will  allow  hitnself  to 
he  misled  by  the  obvious  shallovraess  of  the  higher  spiritual 
culture  which  has  manifested  itself  among  us.  The  history  of 
the  Germanic  people  has  a  continuity,  a  clearer  significance, 
which  make  it  impossible  that  even  the  experience  of  a  revolu- 
tion such  as  these  last  years  have  brought  forth  can  lead  us  to 
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believe  that  all  those  eternal  laws  (eternal  at  least  in  an 
earthly  sense),  those  lawa  in  obedience  to  which  the  German 
spirit  has  flowered  and  striyen  onward,  should  be  annihilated, 
and  a  nation  spring  into  being  lor  whom  art  (using  the  word 
in  its  most  compreheneire  sense)  ahaU  no  longer  be  the  stand- 
ard hy  which  we  measure  the  spiritual  potency  of  the  times. 
That  day  will  never  dawn.  Statesmen  and  military  heroea 
may  bring  to  pass  what  they  will ;  we  may  compare  theae  men 
with  Alexander  and  Pericles,  but  the  years  will  surely  not  be 
wanting  when  the  impartial  verdict  of  the  liistorian  will  place 
Homer  and  Phidias  higher  than  Alexander  and  Pericles.  The 
unity  of  the  German  nation  has  been  revealed  to  us  through 
the  last  war,  but  that  oneness  sprang  from  the  efforts  of  men 
who,  creating  a  common  langu^e,  and  giving  their  noblest 
thoughts  through  it  to  the  world,  first  made  possible  the  idea 
of  a  united  people.  I  need  not  here  enumerate  the  men 
whose  names  have  been  for  many  years  the  conamon  possession 
of  the  German  nation,  in  whose  inheritance  they  have  felt 
themselves  one,  in  whose  possession  alone  they  stilJ  to-day  feel 
themselves  in  the  highest  sense  a  united  people  whom  no 
superficial  barriers  can  keep  apart. 

Do  we  feel  this  aa  we  should?  The  Italians  rect^aize  and 
acknowledge  what  they  owe  to  Dante,  but  in  Berlin  the 
efforts  of  twenty  years  have  not  yet  succeeded  in  obtaining  a 
fitting  site  for  a  memorial  to  Goethe.  It  would  not  do  to  place 
one  elsewhere,  and  such  sites  as  are  suitable  are  occupied 
already,  or  secured,  to  celebrate  the  fame  of  men  more 
deserving ! 

Neither  is  this  statement  offered  by  way  of  censure.  Has 
not  Goethe's  spirit  reigned  this  many  a  year  over  all  Ger- 
many? The  whole  land,  its  plains  and  its  mountains,  are  his 
pedestal  and  his  comrades',  and  if,  peradventure,  there  are  gen- 
erations in  this  land  unable  to  rect^nize  that  mighty  figure 
which,  visible  enough  to  the  view  of  other  nations,  towers  into 
the  skies,  time  will  scatter  the  mists  which  have  obscured  their 
vision.  Goethe,  Homer,  and  Dante,  whose  works  are  read  by 
men,  women,  and  mere  youths,  stand  upon  heights  so  far  above 
their  countrymen  that  the  most  favorably  disposed  can  add 
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nothing  to  their  tame,  enmity  cannot  detract  from  it;  kings, 
generals,  and  statesmen,  on  the  contrary,  receive  a  posthu- 
mous fame  accoi-ding  to  the  pleasure  of  the  historian,  who 
merely  reads  what  is  recorded  o£  them  in  archives. 

Cornelius  belongs  to  the  numhers  of  those  whose  fame  is  not 
dependent  upon  the  pleasure  of  the  historian,  whom  we  dare 
pr^se  without  feeling  that  we  are  thus  conferring  a  benefit, 
whom  we  dare  censure  without  feehng  that  we  detract  from 
their  well-earned  renown. 

It  was  not  the  mission  of  Cornelius  to  give  to  the  genera- 
tions among  whom  his  life  spent  itself  that  which  might  have 
touched  all  hearts  and  intellects  as  an  embodiment  of  the 
national  lite.  Nature  had  made  hitn  one-sided,  solitary,  inflex- 
ible. A  Catholic,  he  waa  by  preference  surrounded  by  Cath- 
olic friends.  His  active  existence  had  passed  in  the  Rhine 
country,  in  South  Germany,  and  in  Borne.  He  did  not  come 
to  North  Germany  until  he  had  reached  the  years  when  a  man 
ceases  to  he  specially  receptive.  In  Berlin,  in  his  immediate 
neighborhood,  he  was  surrounded  by  the  chance  representa- 
tives of  another  circle.  Rome  was  the  atmosphere  in  which 
he  could  breathe  most  freely,  while  every  German  demands 
freedom  of  thoi^ht  with  which  to  withstand  an  old-established 
order  ;  the  German  desires  to  lift  himself  above  existing  con- 
ditions, desires  to  be  independent  and  guarded  in  his  judg- 
ments, but  much  depends  upon  the  nature  of  the  conditions 
which  call  forth  this  feeling.  Cornelius  more  than  once  ex- 
pressed in  my  hearing  his  reverence  for  Luther.  I  remember 
how  in  Rome,  in  1857, 1  was  at  some  pains  to  procure  for  him 
a  Lutheran  Bible  which  he  wished  to  own.  But  Protestantism 
itself  he  could  not  comprehend,  that  blossoming  of  the  life  of  a 
nation,  whose  later  growth  Luther  himself  did  not  foresee. 
Cornelius  was  controlled  by  historical  and  philosophical  ideas 
which  it  was  impossible  to  bring  into  harmony  with  the  life  of 
the  new  times,  as  we  comprehend  that  phrase  in  North 
Germany  to-day. 

But  how  necessary  to  its  growth  was  this  limitation  of  his 
nature  I  He  was  compelled  to  realize  how  little  the  age  in 
which  he  lived  was  capable  of  reci^niEing  its  own  ideas  por- 


y  Google 


APPENDIX.  491 

trayed  in  pwnting.  What  impulse  stirred  Germany  most 
deeply  in  the  last  decades?  A  desire  to  break  chains  which 
had  become  insupportable.  The  life  of  the  people  felt  itself 
compressed,  encased  as  in.  an  armor;  it  longed  to  breathe 
freely.  What  have  such  thoughts  as  these  to  do  widi  art, 
whc^e  true  aim  is  to  interpret  in  enduring  forms,  to  express 
repose,  to  seize  a  formless  superabundance  of  materials,  mould- 
ing into  shape  what  already  exists,  to  limit  the  illimitable  ?  In 
the  years  of  political  despiur  art  in  Germany  was  merely  an 
illusive  lullaby,  with  which  we  hushed  to  sleep  wishes  which, 
too  often  indulged  in,  bad  been  a  crime.  "  Fatientia  leviug  fit 
malum,  quod  corrigere  nefas  est  "  was  the  watchword.  Men 
reached  out  towards  every  possible  means  of  doing  this,  and 
among  these  art  was  not  forgotten.  But  this  art  did  not,  as 
in  the  days  of  Michael  Angelo,  penetrate  the  life  of  the 
people,  as  though  this  were  tbe  soft,  wiUing  clay  out  of  which 
in  days  ot  peace  fair  forms  might  be  fashioned.  Art  pacified 
us  now  and  then,  polished  oS  a  corner  here  and  there,  beau- 
tified visibly  where  it  concealed,  but  it  created  nothing. 

Therefore,  when  Cornelius,  with  increasing  years,  united 
himself  more  and  more  wi^  the  one  controlling  element  that 
makes  art  in  the  grand  sense  ot  the  word  possible,  the 
Church,  he  obeyed  an  instinct  which  we  must  not  misunder- 
stand. Here  alone  he  perceived  stability,  and  felt  himself 
borne  onward  by  ideas  that  were  capable  of  artistic  expres- 
sion. In  the  days  when  we  first  observe  him  as  a  yonng  man, 
he  was  filled  with  the  enthusiasm  of  glowing  youth,  resentful  of 
foreign  dominion,  throwing  itself  with  creative  power  into  the 
life  of  the  nation.  His  thoughts  were  alienated  from  all  which 
we  to-day  term  politics  in  the  practical  sense, — they  were 
directed  towards  spiritual  things  only;  and  for  many  years  he 
had  the  support  of  a  cultivated  and  intelligent  public  ;  a 
richer,  finer  culture  had  separated  itself  from  tbe  undercurrent 
ot  national  life,  and  swam  to  the  surface.  But  when  the  entire 
nation  had  been  stirred  to  its  depths,  and  saw  itself  no  longer 
face  to  face  with  its  past,  but  with  its  future,  when  it  took 
possession  ot  its  own  history,  how  soon  Cornelius  saw  bis 
public  disappear,  himself  standing  alone  I     Ko  altered  order  of 
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things  was  responsible  for  this  ;  no  potentate  or  parliament 
had  power  to  make  it  otherwise,  was  able  only  to  feel  the  sig- 
nificance of  that  which  died  with  Cornelius,  the  deeper  signifi- 
cance of  the  fatt  that  his  loss  seems  to  the  nation  to^ay  no 
loss  at  all,  that  he  disappeared  like  some  grand  old  cathedral 
fallen  to  ruins,  a  cathedral  in  which  for  years  no  divine  service 
has  been  held.  It  is  an  historic  phenomenon,  this  turning 
away  of  the  gaze  towards  other  things,  this  self-complacent 
contentment ;  —  all  that  opposition  could  effect  against  Corne- 
lius has  been  done- 
Cornelius,  a  man  whose  keener  glance  penetrated  through 
the  husks  of  things  to  their  hidden  kernel,  must  have  felt  this; 
and  in  the  barren  wilderness  upon  which  he  saw  himself  cast, 
through  no  fault  ol  his  own,  the  thoughts  of  the  Koman  Catho- 
lic faith,  familiar  to  him  from  childhood,  sustained  him,  were 
at  last  his  only  food.  But  the  greatness  of  his  art  shows  itself 
in  the  way  he  gave  himself  to  these  ideas,  —  dominating  them, 
shaping  them  to  his  own  purpose,  not  mastered  by  them.  On 
the  tiureshoid  where  he  had  placed  himself  he  remained  inde- 
pendent, remained  German  in  the  noblest  sense. 

But  who  to-day  bestows  even  a  glance  upon  such  distinc- 
tions 7  The  attention  of  (he  people  is  busied  with  others, 
more  important,  I  grants 

But  it  will  not  always  be  so.  With  each  departing  year  we 
are  a  long  step  nearer  the  day  when  the  events  of  our  genera- 
tion also  shall  have  become  historic.  Others  then  will  weigh 
the  value  of  that  which  has  been  won  by  a  people  whose 
ener^es  this  many  a  year  have  been  directed  only  to  traffic 
and  war.  Coming  centuries  will  relate  how  there  dawned 
suddenly  in  Germany  a  day  when  she  realized  that  there  must 
be  a  national  renascence,  or  her  strength  would  become  mere 
impotence ;  how  the  attention  of  Germany  turned  again  to  her 
artists  and  poets,  and  then  men  began  to  derive  from  the  works 
of  Cornelius  all  of  deathless  worth  that  lies  concealed  in  them. 
But  who  knows  when  that  day  will  come  ? 
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Thia  book  was  TTritten  in  times  of  expectation  unlike  those 
of  to-day.  Nothing  then  was  known  of  a  war  against  France, 
of  a  German  Empire,  of  the  uprising  of  a  social  democracy  1 
Yet  all  these  things  were  in  the  air. 

Since  then  a  national  museum  has  been  built  by  our  first 
Emperor  for  the  cartoons  of  Cornelius,  Goethe's  statue  has 
been  standing  ten  years  in  Berlin,  and  enormous  sums  are 
expended  upon  art  and  artists. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  describe  the  general  conditions  of 
the  artistic  hfe  of  to-day  in  Germany.  It  is  no  longer  ruled 
by  great  artists,  who,  standing  alone,  dictate  to  artistic  effort 
what  it  shall  strive  for,  to  public  taste  what  it  shall  admire. 
Certain  tendencies  dominate,  wherein  may  be  observed  an 
onward  movement,  which,  though  variable,  never  retrc^ades, 
—  tendencies  so  powerful  that  they  in  themselves  form  stand- 
ards by  which  to  measure  future  effort.  We  possess  a  litera- 
ture rich  in  influence,  in  sympathy  with  the  labors  of  artists 
and  the  reception  of  their  works.  In  our  atmosphere  there  is 
that  which  promises  perhaps  the  unfolding  among  us  and  the 
recc^nition  of  supreme  artistic  power. 

It  is  wonderful  to  note  how  great  is  the  interest  in  Michael 
Angelo's  life  work  and  history,  New  evidences  are  constantly 
coming  to  light;  new  material  is  constantly  adding  to  the 
number  of  his  works,  and  bringing  crilicism  to  bear  upon 
them.  We  may  say  almost,  "Everyone  knows  about  him." 
We  must  believe  that  his  influence  upon  the  artistic  strivings 
of  humanity  will  ever  remain  a  growing  one. 

Wbimah,  September,  ISflO. 
He  seventh  edition,  1894,  is  merely  a  reprint  of  the  sixth. 
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Harfori],  ii.  3,  places  the  mediation  of   Tonunas 
erroneously  in  this  year. 


inckehnann  Festival  of 
1863,  before  the  Arclueological  Society) ,  I  will  here  quote  the 
[tasaagea,  which  eeem  to  be  of  importance,  besides  those  already 
mentioned. 

1.  Vas.,  xiii.  72  (Delle  Opere  di  Jacopo  Sansovino).  Bern- 
gheta  was  probably  the  "young  Spaniard"  whom  Michael 
Augelo  recommended  to  Us  brother  (p.  322)  ;  and,  as  the  latter 
lefVBome  in  1508,  tke  competition  may  perhaps  be  placed  in 
this  year.  It  may  likewise  he  supposed,  that  the  head  in  the 
Aremberg  collection  may  be  a  copy  of  one  of  the  models  exe- 
cuted on  this  occasion.  Still,  I  consider  it  an  antique  work,  so 
far  as  the  plaster-cast  with  which  I  am  acquainted  in  the  B^n 
Museum  allows  me  to  judge  of  the  workmanship. 

2.  Fiorillo,  i.  137,  quotes  a  passage  out  of  the  "Hisloria 
Ton  Herm  Oeorgcn,  and  Caspam  von  Fnindsperg,  Frankfurt, 
1572,"  in  which  it  is  said,  that  the  Laocoon  was  destroyed  in 
1527  by  the  Germans  and  Spaniards.  Bandinelli's  restoratioD 
would  tlierefore  have  been  undone,  and  Montorsoh's  renova- 
tion would  have  been  necessary.  The  question  dow  is,  how 
much  was  destroyed  in  1527,  and  whether  the  serpents,  which 
now  appear  to  have  been  several  times  restored,  as  well  as  the 
arms  of  the  sons,  were  intact  previous  to  1527.  As  regards 
the  latter,  they  were  not  thus  restored  by  Montorsoli ;  but,  ac- 
cording to  Murray's  Handbook,  they  were  added  by  aubseqaent 
Boulptois. 
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relief,  nor  k  lyllable  of  other  noaller  copies  ii 

HL— P/iaB  10. 
Guicciu'diiii  givea  tbe  best  account  of  the  affSura  of  (be  time. 
He  ent«red  most  deeply  into  diem,  and  reviewed  tliem  aa  a. 
politiduui. 

IV.— Paob  28. 

.  .  .  "ricordo,  come  pid  di  sono  che  Fiero  di  Filippo  Gondi 
mi  lichieBe  della  Sagreatia  nuora  di  San  Lorenzo,  per  nascon- 
dcrvi  cert«  loro  robe,  per  rispetto  del  pericolo  in  che  noi  ci 
troTiamo,  e  stasera  a  df  ventinove  di  Aprile  1537  v'  ha  corain- 
ciato  a  iir  portare  certi  fasci :  dic«  cbe  sono  panni  lini  della 
sorella,  e  io,  per  non  vedere  e'  fatti  sua,  ni  dove  e'  si  nasooade 
dette  robe,  eU  fao  dato  la  chiare  di  detta  Saerestia  detta  sora." 

Further:! 

"lUcordo,  oggi  questo  di  vend  quattro  di  Settembre  1528, 
uom'  io  ho  pagato  ducati  trentasett«  d'  oro  larghi,  e  grossoni 
tredici,  e  danaii  sei  per  I'accatto  che  io  ho  avuto  dal  commune, 
e'  quali  danari  portd  Antonio  Mini  che  sta  meco,  e  pagdgli  al 
camerlingo  che  ft  Bernardo  Gondi. 

"Bicordo,  come  oggi  a,  di  aette  di  Maggio  1529  ho  pagato  a 
Giorauni  Rinuccini  Hre  cinquanta,  e  suMi  undici  per  conto  di 
braccia  dnque,  e  nn  quarto  di  panno  uero  che  m'  ha  avuto  dare 

IT  fare  una  cappa  am  spagnuola.  e  detti  danaH  portd  Antonio 


le  c^^  a  di  nove  di  ^ugnio  15S9  ho  compera- 
to  otto  braccia  di  panno  monachino  da  Filippo  degli  Albizzi 
per  uno  lucco  el  quale  nu  (i  tagliare  in  bottega  aua,"  etc. 


VL— Pagr  32. 


"Bnonarroto,  —  Io  sono  aodato  a  trovare  messere  Antonio 
Tespncd.  Hsmmi  detto  che  io  non  ]>osso  secondo  le  leggi 
fkre  fare  I'ufficio,  che  io  ho  avuto,  a  un  altro,  e  che,  ae  bene  e' 
D  &  tare  a  altri'  che  e'  ai  fa  per  conauehidine,  e  non  per  le 
leggi ;  che  se  io  nu  vo^lio  arriBcHare  a  accettarlo,  per  failo 
f^  &  allri,  che  io  m'  amsehi,  ma  che  io  potrei  esaere  tambura- 
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to,  e  areme  noia ;  per6  a  me  parebbe  dl  rifintailo,  non  tanta 
per  qoMto,  qnanto  e  per  conto  della  peete  che  mi  pare  dbe  U 
vadi  tnttavia  di  male  m  peggio,  e  non  -vorrei  che  a  stanza  di 
quaranta  dacati  tu  mettessi  a  pericolo  la  vita  tua.  lo  t'  aiutero 
oi  quello  che  io  potr6.  Rispondimi  preetA  quello  che  ti  pare 
che  io  &cci,  peniii  domani  t>isogna  che  io  sia  resolute,  accid 
poHiDO  rifare  an  altro,  ae  rifiuto. 

"  MiCHELAGNIOLO,  iu  Firenze." 

VIL— Paqk  34. 
Feritaps  the  Atlas,  which  Mariette  considered  as  designed  for 

the  top  of  the  monument  of  Julius  H,  Goethe,  in  his  transla- 
tion of  Cellini,  speaks  of  the  figure  as  gold. 

VUL— Paqb  53. 

A  painting  of  i^ntormo's,  bearing  his  name,  which  is  to  be 

Men  in  Munich :  a  Madonna  seated  on  the  ground,  the  dengn 

of  whidi  is  wonderfiilljr  beantdM ;  and  it  seems  to  me  to  hav? 

been  painted  after  a  cartoon  of  Michael  Angelo's. 

IX— Paqb  66. 
It  is  a  difficult  matter  to  translate  words  and  phrases  con- 
taining eulogiums,  fixim  one  language  to  another.  The  mode 
of  adm'ess,  (or  example,  padre  onorando,  often  ocoirs,  and  is 
merely  an  expression  of  politeness.  Just  so  when  it  is  said 
that  a  prince  has  treated  any  oue  come  un  Jraiello ;  it  is  only 
intended  to  express,  that  he  has  been  condescending.  Things 
of  this  kind  have  been  often  brought  forward,  as  if  thej 
afforded  proof  of  verj  intimate  relations.  The  expressions 
respecting  Michael  Angelo,  however,  seem  here  to  have  been 
intended  seriously. 

X.— Pagk  66. 

We  must,  however,  state  what  was  taking  place  in  Cambraj 

when  Florence  was  abandoned  to  her  &te.    Francis  I.  used 

die  raty  as  if  it  were  a  sum  of  foreign  money,  with  which  he 
pud  his  debts.  It  is  instructive  to  see  the  skilful  treachery  of 
uiis  prince,  who  is  always  panted  and  described  as  an  ideal 
of  duvalrous  qualities. 

The  ambassador  sent  by  the  ci^  to  the  court  of  the  Hng  waa 
Baldassare  Carducd.  Even  the  choice  of  this  man  shows  how 
ill  the  public  were  advised.  Proposed  as  gonfalonier  in  the 
year  1527,  with  Capponi,  old  ana  therefore  claiming  respect, 
passionate  and  the  advocate  of  a  so-called  bold  system  of  policy 
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diey  sent  lum  to  France,  ratliei-  Tor  &e  sake  of  being  free 
from  him  at  home,  tJian  because  thef  thought  him  suited  for 
the  post,  which  had  hitherto  been  held  by  refined  Mediceean 
nobles,  —  men  who  knew  the  ground,  and  were  conversant  with 
die  manner  in  which  thej  should  choose  their  course  of  action. 
Of  all  this,  bowerer,  the  old  lawyer  and  popular  leader  knew 
but  little ;  and  bU  his  energy  and  his  power  in  leading  the  mnl- 
dbide  at  home  helped  him  so  little  in  Lis  new  scene  of  activity, 
that  he  allowed  himself  to  be  made  use  of  for  any  thing  the 
king  wished. 

aia  dispatches  lie  before  ua.  At  the  very  first,  Carducd, 
who  was  nustrust,  keenness,  and  restlessaess  itself  at  home, 
appears  delighted  with  the  prospecte  of  a  reconciliation  be- 
tween emperor  and  king,  and  almost  convinced  of  the  prosper- 
ous consequences  for  Florence  from  the  treaties  brought  about 
an  this  occasion.  King  Francis  assured  him,  indeed,  on  his 
oath,  and  a!!  the  great  lords  at  court  likewise,  that  nothing 
could  happen,  come  what  will,  without  the  fixed  and  certain 
prosperity  and  peace  of  (he  city  of  Florence  being  the  first 
conditdon.  "  Ambasciadore,"  said  one  of  the  first  personages  at 
court  to  him,  "  if  you  bad  ever  cause  to  say  that  the  king  could 
enter  into  any  agreement  with  the  emperor  than  one  in  which 
you  did  not  occupy  the  first  and  most  advantageous  positaon,  I 
will  allow  you  to  say  that  I  am  no  man  of  honor,  because  I  am 
a  traitor." 

Such  was  the  tone  previous  to  the  unsuccessfiil  events  in 
Lombardy,  and  when  the  Pope  might  have  died  any  day. 
Tbea,  however,  came  the  defeat  and  the  publication  of  the 
treaty  of  Barcelona,  between  pope  and  emperor,  the  true  pur- 
port of  which  was  Florence.  !Now,  also,  on  this  side  a  ruder 
tone  was  assumed  towards  France;  and  Francis,  in  his  turn, 
used  more  general  expressions  towards  Carducci.  The  latter 
became  apprehensive ;  even  at  the  Freuch  court  it  was  known 
that  the  array  under  Orange  was  not  designed  alone  against 
Fem^a.  Fntncis  I.  had  at  that  time,  indeed,  neither  money 
nor  soldiers ;  and  the  emperor  held  his  sons  as  hostages  in 
Madrid.  In  spite  of  this,  it  appeared  stall  to  Carducd  tluit  the 
utmost  that  could  happen  was,  that  France  might  assent  to  the 
destruction  of  Pemgia.  Thus  ends  his  letter  of  the  5tli  July. 
Then  followed  that  from  St.  Quentin  of  the  6fli  August,  the 
time  of  Michael  Angelo'a  return  to  Florence.  The  dty  and 
the  whole  of  Italy  w3l  never  forget,  vmtes  Carducci,  what  they 
may  expect  from  French  alliances,  promises,  and  oaths.  Sud- 
denly, no  one  knew  why,  the  treaty  with  Spain  was  concluded 
and  published,  by  whidi  the  Italian  allies  of  the   king   were 

S'ven  up  to  the  emperor.     Up  to  the  last  moment,  Francis  had 
^wn  in  the  ambassadors  of  Venice,  Florence,  and  Feirara. 
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and  held  them  firm  in  &e  belief  that  tlie^  would  be  caied  for. 
For,  m  to  He  la^t  moment,  the  king  Deeded  his  Italian  allies, 
while  he  strengthened  his  own  importance  through  them,  and 
at  the  same  time  prevented  them  flrom  concluding  a  peace 
direct  nilli  the  emperor.  And  then,  after  he  had  bo  thoionghly 
deceived  and  misused  them,  he  suddenly  disappeared.  He  waa 
away  at  the  chase,  and  inacceasible.  It  was  impossible  to  get 
an  audience.  And,  when  this  was  at  last  accomplished,  lieartj 
regrets  and  new  promises  were  made ;  and  he  pleaded  that  he 
could  not  have  altered  matters. 

It  was  an  especial  disgrace  to  Carducci,  that  a  high  ecclesias- 
tic, a  Florentine,  who  went  to  Rome  with  the  treaty  between 
(he  kii^  and  emptor,  while  it  vaa  still  a  matter  of  secrecy 
before  its  publication,  sent  to  ask  him  whether  he  had  letters  to 
give  him  for  Florence.  He  might  like  to  send  the  information 
home,  that  all  was  progressing  well  for  the  city.  "Such  an 
insult!"  writes  the  enraged  Carducd;  "the  man  has  always 
spoken  nobly  as  a  citizen  of  Florence,  and  now  he  shows  such 
a  difference  between  words  and  deeds." 

This  would  not  have  happened  to  Macchiavelli.  He  had 
died  in  1527,  soon  ailer  freedom  had  been  again  obuiined, 
without  having  held  a  public  office.  Carducci  did  not  undei> 
stand  the  business.  He  was  a  good  citizen,  but  a  bad  states- 
He  was  ignorant  at  that  time  of  the  worst  of  all,  — that  Fer- 
rara  and  Venice  had  been  conditionally  included  in  the  treaty, 
but  Florence  not.  The  city  had  been  obliged  to  be  sacrificed 
without  consideration.  King  Francis  —  this  must  be  acknowl- 
edged— was  in  the  position  to  yield  to  the  emperor  in  every 
thing,  whether  he  would  or  not.  Ho  immediately  made  secret 
promises  to  the  Florentines,  As  soon  as  it  was,  humanly 
speaking,  possible,  he  would  help  them.  Moreover,  Malatesta 
Bagliom  still  remained  general  of  tiie  Florentine  army  in  the 
name  of  the  King  of  France ;  and  the  dtizens  believed  now,  as 
ever,  in  the  good-wiU  of  the  great  lord,  with  whom  they  would 
never  break  their  alliance,  nor  he  with  them.  Venice  and 
Ferrara  acted  similarly.  The/  were  constrained  to  throw  off 
the  Florentjne  policy.  As  a  kind  of  pretext,  they  assertecl 
dxat  the  dty,  by  sending  an  embassy  to  the  emperor  without 
previously  acting  in  concert  with  them  in  the  matter,  had  made 
the  first  step  in  perfidy ;  that  they  had  been  abandoned  by 
Florence,  and  tiiat  they  must  now  take  care  of  themselves. 
Still  tlieir  ambassadors  remained  in  the  city,  as  well  as  those  of 
France.  We  see  from  this  how  natural  on  all  sides  alt  that 
h^ipened,  and  was  to  happen,  appeared.  They  remained  on 
the  best  terms  with  France,  Ferrara,  and  Venice,  and  accepted 
n  naturally.     It  cannot,  besides,  be  denied,  that  uj 
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tmvcf  iad  been  sent  (h>m  Florence  to  Genoa,  even  before  Car- 
daca's  final  dispatcher  had  arrived,  and  against  the  urgent  op- 
position  of  Ferrara  and  Yenice.  But,  ou  the  one  Imod,  t£e 
miserable  position  in  which  Hiey  bad  resolved  upon  this  step 
wa8   Bufficientl;   evident;   and,  on  the  otiier,  the   instruction 

S'ven  to  the  envoys  was  bo  drawn  np,  tliat  no  dereliction,  from 
eir  du^  to  hoUi  powers  was  contained  in  it.  Not  a  single 
practical  proposal  was  contained  in  these  orders,  —  only  general 
expreasiooB  of  fidelity.  Besides,  the  way  in  which  the  embassy 
had  been  formed,  even  if  fixed  proposals  had  been  given  to 
them,  would  have  frustrated  any  result.  Four  men  were  chosen 
out  of  each  parly,  each  thinking  fbr  himself,  each  with  special 
designs,  and  each  bo  placing  himself  that  that  which  was  done 
by  the  others  might  appear  as  not  acknowledged  or  supported 
by  him.  The  emperor,  aa  usual,  received  them  graciousiy, 
was  delighted  to  see  them,  and  expressed  in  general  terms  the 
most  benevolent  int«ntiona  as  regarded  the  city.  He  entered 
into  uodiing  further. 

XI.— Pagb  60. 
Gtiicdardim  says,  the  38th  September.    This  is  an  error, 
[t  may  be  an  erratum  in  my  edition. 

XU.— Page  61. 

h  Filoto  escaped  with  him.     It  is  not 


a  miehael  Angelo. 


XIV.— Pagb  76. 
Leonardo  da  Vinci  received  fie  same  Bum  in  France,  and 
Cellini  also,  to  whom  we  owe  this  notice.  Michael  Ang^o  re- 
cmved  the  same  while  engaged  in  the  Chapel  of  San  Lorenzo, 
and  double  the  sum  subsequently  in  Rome.  No  definite  propo- 
nb  were  made  by  Florence  as  regards  money  at  a  later  pmod, 

XV.  — Paok  79. 
Michael  Angelo's  poems  appeared  hitherto  only  in  die  edi- 
tion which  was  arranged  in  1623  by  tlie  grandson  of  hit 
nephew,  a  writer  in  Florence  known  under  3ie  name  of  2fi- 
lAeUmgde  Qiovant,  He  says  in  the  preface,  "Perchi  diverse 
Biia«  di  Michel  Angelo  Buonarroti  e  manoscritte  e  di  itwmpa 
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vumo  attoino  poco  emendate,  si  fkimo  consapevoli  i  letlori  che 
conferiton  il  testo  cbe  de'  suoi  componimenti  si  coiiserva  nella 
librena  Vaticana,  il  ^uale  in  gran  parte  i  di  mano  dell'  autore, 
msieiue  con  quanti  di  esei  componimenti  si  trova  appteaso  gU 
anoi  eredi  ed  appresso  altri  in  Firenze,  ee  ne  sono  scelte  le  piil 
opportune  e  piu  risolute  lezioni ;  perch^  motto  imaulute,  e  non 
ben  cbiare  ve  ne  banoo,  come  bozze  di  penna  non  sodia  fatta, 
e  si  sono  lasciate  da  parte  quelle  opere  che  citate  dagli  scrittori 
gpezzatunente  e  particolamenU  dal  Vai'dii,  non  si  sono  ritr»- 
Tate  intere ;  con  deaiderio  di  farvi  vedere  anebe  quelle,  quando 
venga  il  rinTenirle  perfette." 

l^ese  assertions  are  false, — in  tbe  first  place,  wbien  they 
aaaume  to  give  the  text  according  to  tbe  Vatican  manuacripta ; 
and,  in  the  second  place,  as  regards  tbe  selection  of  tbe  best 
readings. 

The  Vatican  manuscript  consists  of  several  porta,  —  of  two 
collections  of  numbered  poems,  wbich  Michael  Angela,  it 
seems,  had  himself  prepared  and  corrected;  and  a  series  of 
loose  papers,  which  are  bound  up  with  those  first  manuscripts. 
Scarcely  one  of  these  poenas  agrees  with  the  edition  of  1623; 
for  which  reason,  in  some  later  copies  of  this  edition,  the 
Afferent  reading  of  tbe  Vatican  manuscript  ia  noticed,  and 
the  poems  contwned  in  it,  and  not  included  in  the  edition  of 
1623,  have  been  added. 

Any  separate  papers  of  Michael  Angelo'a  poems,  found  else- 
where, never  agree  with  the  edition  of  1623. 

Accordingly,  ootluDg  remains  but  the  supposition  that  tiie 
papera  in  the  possession  of  the  family,  and  which  hare  been 
hiuierto  inaccessible,  furnish  the  different  reading. 

Against  this,  howeier,  is  tbe  fkct,  that  all  die  differences  in 
tbe  edition  of  1623,  both  as  regards  the  sense  and  the  language, 
do  not  appear  to  improTe,  but  to  weaken,  often  even  not  only 
changing  tbe  sense  of  the  poem,  but  destroying  it,  so  tiiat 
empty  phrases  take  tbe  place  of  ideas.  In  spite  of  this,  how- 
ever, we  should  not  question  the  asaertion  of  the  younger 
Michael  Angelo,  that  he  had  worked  from  papera,  which,  being 
in  the  posaeasion  of  the  family,  were  aecesaible  to  \'w  idone, 
if  the  manuscript  from  which  the  edition  of  1623  waa  printed, 
and   that  in   the  posaeasion  of  the  British  Museum,  did  not 

Slwnly  show  whai  was  done  in  the  printing.  Thja  was  evi- 
ently  the  last  fair  copy,  and  agreea  for  the  moat  part  witii 
the  printed  one.  It  contains,  on  the  other  hand,  additional 
alterations  in  many  passages,  —  the  work  of  a  ftiend,  proba- 
bly, to  whom  it  waa  given ;  and  the  manner  in  which  tjiie  crit- 
icism  was  used  allotrs  us  to  conclude  how  it  was  in  general 
carried  on.  Where  a  phrase  did  not  appear  eleganfly  tumod, 
where  words  were  repeated,  where  the  sense  was  not  quite 
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plain  to  tke  editors,  as  alteration  wae  made ;  and,  when  it  could 
not  be  done  in  tew  words,  whole  pasrageB  were  remodelled. 
A  series  of  poems  we  find  marked  and  omitted  a.s  diifficuliuosi, 
— jMeces  coBtaining,  for  tlie  moat  part,  a  deep  pbiloaophicaj 
tram  of  Ihoaght.  In  short,  they  ha^e  been  treated  in  such  a 
manner,  that  we  ieel  justified  in  ignoring  the  edition  of  162S 
as  thoroughly  valueless ;  in  considering  even  those  poems  pub- 
lished in  it,  and  nowhere  elee,  as  retouched ;  and  in  only  re- 
ceiving  as  genuine  that  which  lies  before  us  as  authenticated,  or 
written  in  Michael  Angclo's  own  hand. 

In  the  poem  on  the  death  of  his  father,  which  unfortunately 
(mly  exists  in  the  edition  of  1623,  I  have  at  least  given  the 
tana  in  which  it  appears  in  the  London  manuscript  before  being 
retouched. 

As  die  rest  will  appear,  without  doubt,  when  the  Florentine 
pa^rs  come  to  light,  and  in  their  true  ibrm,  I  omit  them  here. 

Only  when  the  Florentine  treasures  are  brought  out,  will  it 
be  worth  the  trouble  to  collect  Michael  Angelo's  poems  in  a 
critical  edition.  It  is  a  pity  that  Condivi  has  not  carried  out 
his  intention  to  have  them  printed. 

What  has  been  hitherto  written  respecting  Michael  Angelo 
as  a  poet,  on  the  ground  of  the  edition  of  1623,  loses  weight 
from  the  fact  tliat  3io  writers  suppose  the  text  before  them  to 
be  the  authentic  one.  The  succession  of  the  poems,  too,  is 
throughout  arbitrary ;  and  all  the  conjectures  based  on  the  acci- 
dental arrangement,  contained  in  editions  of  the  present  day, 

Mto       ■■  ■      '"     ^  ■■ '-' 

may  w 

XVI.  — Page  91. 
In  the  possession  of  the  SrUish  Museum. 
"AlfoQsus  Dux  Ferrarie  Mutine  et  E^j  Marchio  Extensis, 
Rodigyque  Comes  et  Carpi  Dominus  Col  mezo  delle  presenti 
nostre  Patenti  lettere.  Noi  commandiamo  strettamente  e  sotfai 
pena  de  nostra  gravissima  Indignatione  a  tutti  li  nostri  subditi, 
stipendiarii  e  offlclali,  che  lascino  andare,  e  passare  seeura- 
mente,  e  senza  arrestatione  alcuna  lo  exhibitor  present* :  E  che 
andando  al  auo  camino,  passara  per  la  citti  nostra  di  Modena, 
et  per  la  nostra  Provmcia  di  Carsignana,  ordinando  alii 
{p*  predetti)  nostri  officiali  che  trattino  esso  exhibitor  come  se 
fiiMe  un  proprio  di  nostra  corte  in  tutto  quello  che  cli  bisognosi 
per  eommodita  del  viaggio  di  sua  persona.  Et  declaramo  che  '1 
■ecuro  transito  il  che  volemo  e  commandaroo  che  gli  sa  (sia) 
con(c)es80  e  osservato,  se  intende  per  quindici  giomi  fiituri  cla 
la  Data,  la  qual'  e'  alK  X  de  Novembre  in  Ferrara  1529." 
Below :  Bon ;  / . 
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602  NOTES. 

XVII.  — Pagb92. 

The  Berlin  Museum  cont^as  Begarelli'B  worka. 

XVIII.  — Paob  93. 

See  Cellini.  Antonio  di  San  GaUoled  the  works;  seeKardi, 
ed.  Agenor  Gelli,  11.  159.     Note  I. 

XIX.— Page  110. 

Bespectjng  paintings  after  Michael  Angelo's  cartoon  of  the 

Ledft,  see  Aretino's  letters,  which  Bottari  has  made  use  of  very 

uDsatisfactori!}'  for  his  collection.     A  Leda  after  Michael  An- 

gelo  is  in  the  royal  palace  at  Schwedt. 

XX.  —  Page  128. 

Ferruoci's  death  is  placed  by  8e"ni  on  the  2d  August,  by 
Sassetti  (Vita  di  Fr.  Ferrucci;  Arch.  stor.  iv.)  on  the  4th. 
The  3d  is  g^ven  in  Capello's  and  Gonzaga's  reports.  Varchi 
also  reckons  it  so. 

These  last  days  of  the  city  form  akiud  of  test  of  the  hietori' 
ans  of  the  period.  Nardi'a  account  is  the  most  vague,  Segni's 
the  more  just;  Varchi  accumulates  detail,  but  we  feel  that 
he  was  not  an  eye-witness.  Guicciardini  alone  stands  above 
things.  Every  word  is  sure  with  him,  though  he  belonged  to 
a  party.     But  his  judgment  is  cold. 

What  a  contrast  these  works  present  to  Capello's  dispatches  1 
They  are  not  to  be  surpassed,  as  r^ards  the  representation  of 
each  separate  day.  But  it  is  impossible  to  gaiu  a  just  impres- 
sion of  the  whole  from  these  letters.  The  man  who  so  writes 
must  r^ard  the  day  on  which  the  dispatch  is  drawn  up  as  the 
termination  of  events.  But  each  letter  thus  becomes,  through 
the  following,  a  sort  of  stale  goods.  Unimportant  things  are 
depicted  as  too  weighty:  tl^t  which  is  truly  of  moment  is 
placed  too  much  on  a  line  with  the  rest.  Each  grouping  falls 
apart,  because  the  writer  knows  nothing  of  the  future,  which 
can  alone  give  the  artistic  balance  to  the  whole. 

XXI.  — Page  135. 

VarchL 

XXIL  —  Page  138. 

The  Tuscan  Government  considered  a  drapery  necessary. 

XXIII.  —  Page  151. 

a  whole  song  of  Homer  in 


d  of  Ju'n 
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XXIV.  —  Page  152. 
Varchi  delivered  a  public  lecture  upon  this,  which  he  had 
printed,  and  seat  it  to  Michael  Angelo. 


XXV.- 

-PiOB  153. 

lietra  aalda,  etc. 

Madrigal. 

XXVI. 

—Page  154. 

Casts  of  the  figures  of  the  Mediaean  toaibs  have  been  placeu 
in  the  new  museum  in  Berlin,  hut  so  unikvorably,  that  they 
cannot  possibly  be  criticised.  They  require  light  from  above. 
Besides  this,  the  phiat^r  is  made  shining  by  a  sort  of  sapona- 
ceous coating,  and  has  false  lights. 

Small  models  of  the  male  hgures  are  at  Dresden  in  private 
pos^essioD.  They  are  considered  as  original  works  of  Michael 
Angelo's ;  but  hitherto  this  has  only  been  conjecture.  They  are 
of  mimt  clay.     I  know  them  only  by  easts. 

One  circumstance  seems  to  prove  their  genuineness.  In  the 
BiblioUca  Treutina,  redatta  da  Tommasa  Gar.  Dispensa  prima, 
Trent*),  1868,  theru  is  a  life  of  the  sculptor  Vittoria,  and  among 
the  original  papers  there  is  a  part  of  his  Ricordi :  — 

"  20  Aprile  1562.  Ricordo  io  —  come  questo  di  sopr".  com- 
prai  un  pi^  del  Giorno  di  Michelangelo  che  fece  ne  la  sagrestia 
di  S°.  Lorenzo  di  Fiorenza.  fl  questo  piede  zanco  del  modelo 
di  sua  man,  et  per  suo  pagamento  et  saldo  contai  a  Nicol<l 
Kofino  bolognese  che  vende  disegni,  scudi  tre  venetiani  trabo- 
canti,  et  tuti  dua  si  content^.    Val  scudi.  No.  3." 

Tlus  left  foot,  however,  is  just  the  one  missing  in  the  Dres- 
den model. 

XXVU.  — Page  167. 

Another  Giovanbatista  Strozzi  was  a  furious  adversaiy  of  thf 
Medici.  He  was,  however,  banished  imioediately  after  the  sur- 
render of  the  city.     See  Varehi. 

The  first  Terse  was  as  follows  in  Italian :  — 

"  La  notte  che  tu  vedi  in  si  dotce  atti 
Dormire,  f\i  da  un  Angela  scalpitB 
In  quBBlo  aasBO,  a  peidi6  dorme  ha  vi)*; 
Deatala  se  no  '1  credi,  e  pailaiatti." 

Of.  Antiiol.  ir.  103:  — 

Tdv  SonipDv  djokipos  tmiiuetv,  obx  treamfmi 

"Hv  vuiw,  tyeptic.     Hpyvpot  'bwvav  Ixf. 
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And  Phflost,  I   xxii.  for  Michael  Angelo'e  reply :  — 

We  see  how  the  classicB  at  that  time  penetrated  the  minds 
of  the  cultivated.  For  although  Strozd,  as  a  scholar,  would 
probablj  receive  his  suggestion  direct  from  the  Anthology, 
Pbilostratus  was  neceesaiy  for  Michael  Angelo's  reply. 

XXVin.— Paqe  163. 
The  letter  16  in  Gaye,  ii.  228,     "Ciesa^Beeaa." 
XXIX.  — Page  163. 


''Larte." 


XXX.— Page  164. 


In  the  possession  of  the  British  Museum.  From  a  c«py 
made  for  me :  — 

"Amice  carissime,  havendomi  Eatto  intendere  messer  AleE- 
■andro  Guarino,  ph  mio  oratore  costi  in  Fiorenza,  quelle  che 
Toi  gU  avete  maudato  a  dire  circa  la  pittura  che  avete  fyiia  per 
me,  ne  ho  ricevuffl  molto  piacere.  E  perch^  giik  lungo  tempo 
ho  desiderato  di  avere  in  casa  qualchuna  delle  opere  vostre, 
come  a  hocca  vi  dissi,  mi  pare  ogni  ora  un  anno  ch'  io  possa 
vedere  questa.  E  pejxt  mando  a  posta  lo  esibitore  presents 
mio  servilflre  chiamato  il  PisanUlo,  e  vi  prego  che  vi  piaccia 
mandarmela  per  lui,  dandogli  conaiglio  e  mdirizzo  come  1' 
abbia  da  condurre  salva,  e  non  vi  Bcandalizzate  se  ora  per  11 
medesimo  messo  non  vi  mando  pagamento  alcuno,  permd  ni 
da  voi  ho  inteso  quel  che  vol  vogbafe,  ni  da  per  me  lo  so  giudi- 
care  non  1'  avendo  ancora  vista,  ma  bene  vi  prometti}  che  non 
avete  perso  quella  fatiea  che  avete  durata  per  mio  amore,  e  mi 
&rete  piacere  grandissimo  se  mi  scrivete,  quando  (quanto?)  vi 
[uacerit'  ch'  ib  vi  mandi,  perchS  sar6  molto  pill  sieuro  del  giudi- 
cio  vostro  11  stimato  che  del  mio,  e  oltra  u.  premio  della  fatiea 
vostra  vi  certilieo  che  sempre  sari  desideroso  di  farvi  piScere  e 
commodo,  come  sapete  che  meriti  il  moltti  valore  e  rara  virtil 
voBtra.  E  vi  fra  tanto  e  sempre  me  vi  offero  di  buono  cuore  in 
tutto  quello  ch'  io  poasa  fare  ehe  vi  sia  grato.  — Bene  val. 
Venetiis. 

"  xiii.  Oct.  1530,  AiFONSUS,  Dux  Ferraris." 

XXXL  — PiQB  165. 
Gave,  n.  230,  —  Sohciterd  I'opera  refers  probably  lo  the 
Apolu),  which  Midiael  Angelo  was  executing  for  Taloii. 
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XXXn.— Paqb  166. 

Middle  of  November,   1531.  —  The  letter  in  which  he  in- 

Fonns  Aretino  of  his  appointment  is  dated  the  4th  December. 

The  position  was  worth  800  scudi ;  bnt  300  he  had  shared  yn& 

Giovanni  da  Udine. 


xxxra.— Paqb  1 

iritial 


The  letter  ia  in  the  possession  of  the  £ritiah  Museum. 
a  copy  jirepared  for  me :  — 

"Carisauno  compare  (osserrandiseimol,  —  Credo 
Tigliarete,  sia  etato  tanti  giomi  non-vi  abbia  scritto; 
Btata,  prima  per  non  avere  avuto  cosa  meritasse,  e  1'  altra  per  1' 
acddente  quale  modo  oramai  abbiate  inteso  come  nostro  aig- 
DOre  papa  Clemente  mi  ha  fatto  piombufore.  B  hamnu  fatto 
frate  in  loco  die  Fra  Mariano,  dimodochd  se  me  ne  vedesto 
frate,  credo  certo  ve  ne  lA  ridcreate.  lo  sono  iJ  pii  bello  fra- 
tazzo  di  Boma.  Cosa  in  vero  non  modo  pensai  mai.  %  yeonUt 
moto  proprio  dal  papa.  E  Dio  in  sempiterao  sia  laudato,  che 
pare  proprio  che  Dio  abbi  voluto  cost.     E  cosi  sia. 

"Ora,  compare  mio,  gli  i  venuto  a  Roma  mesaer  Jeronimo 
Staccoli  (ostaadi,  he  writes)  da  Urbino.  £  mi  £  venuto  a 
trovare  insino  a  casa.  E  non  mi  trovi.  B  oggi  mi  ha  parlato 
in  Cancelleria,  E  mi  ha  referito  tutto  quello  ha  negoziato  con 
il  Signore  dnea  di  Urbino  circa  la  sepultura  di  GiiDio.  E  mi 
ha  deUo  assaiaaime  parole,  in  conclusione  dice  avere  ofTerto  dei 
partjti  alia  ecceUenza  del  duca  vostro,*  che  vi  siate  dipoato  fin 
(ire)  r  opera  di  papa  Giulio  .  .  .  facendo  I'ordine  del  controtto 
laceste  con  A^nenais,  cioft  1'  opera  grande  .  .  .  che  vi  segner& 
prowedere  al  mstante  dei  danari.  E  il  duea  riapose  che  il  non 
posseva  prowedere  al  resto  dei  danari,  ma  che  sua  eignoria  era 
molto  pul  contcnta  ohe  vi  faceste  1'  opera  del  secondo  modo. 
cio£  che  fosse  breviata  per  la  valuta  dei  danari  avete  riceniti. 
E  pid,  mi  disse  el  detto  messer  Jeronimo,  che  parljlo  da 
Urbino  gh  mandi  dietro  ono  in  posta  con  una  lettera,  che 
a  ogni  modo  d(oveBse)  trovare  di  assettare  questa  cosa,  che  a 
o^  modo  la  ai  faccia,  ma  che  U  duca  vorria  che  gli  faceB(«  uno 
disegno  come  ha  da  esaere  1'  opera,  che  sopra  quelle  ella  si 
rivolveria  deila  aia  Tolonti.  lo  gagtiardissimamente  risposi  al 
detto  measer  Jeronimo,  che  vi  non  eri  (eravate)  uomo  da  fare 
pruove  di  diaegni,  ni  modelli,  ni  simili  fraacarie,  che  questa 
era  la  via  di  non  £nire  mai  questa  opera,  che  la  cosa  del  duca 
si  pui  bene  contentare,  che  vi  v'  inelmate  a  volere  fare  I'  opera 
di  qneUo  che  s'  era  disegnalo  (seia  diaegnol)  e  che  apprezsiate 
tonto  r  onore  vostro  quanto  altra  persona  apprezzi  il  suo.     E 

•  The  Aiea  metro  is  not  dtelJiicl;  but  il  can  only  be  UibiDO. 
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mi  rispoBe  meBser  Jeronimo  a,  clie  modo  si  patria  fare  questa 
COM.  lo  gli  risposi  a  questo  modo ;  che  eccellenzia  del  duca 
con  biHJ  gu  eredi  di  papa  GiuUo  si  contentasse  di  aunihilare  il 
contratto  die  fu  fatto  per  Aginensis,  cioS  dell'  opera  grande,  e 
fare  un  altro  contratto,  come  voi  vi  contentate  di  firgli  una 
opera  •  ■  .  delia  valuta  dei  danari.  avete  ric«vutj,  e  rimanere  a 
Toi  in  coadenza  vostra  o^  quantunque  cosa  quaudo  non 
metteati  .  .  .  che  nn  saaso  in  opera ;  che  loro  si  cootentasse 
di  -  .  .  la  voBtra  TolontJi.  B  cosi,  come  il  migliore  tempo  delb 
rita  Yostra  gli  stafo  eomodo,  stiano  che  ti  restituiseano  at  pre- 
sentB  la  vostra  liberta,  e  clie  non  vi  legano  a  cosa  neaauna,  ,  .  . 
solum  farvi  padrone  di  ogni  cosa  come  volete  voi ;  che  gli 
raetterik  molto  meglio  conto  a  fare  a  questo  modo  che  volere  la 
minuzzare,  o  per  altre  vie.  Bi  modo  chti  detto  messCT  Jeroni- 
mo confesBa  che  questa  i  la  via,  e  mi  iia  detto  vi  debba  scrivere', 
ch'  il  far&  ch'  il  duca  si  contentari  di  tntto  quello  che  vorreste 
voi,  e  1'  ambaaciadore  suo.  E  eon  messer  Jeronimo  in  nome  del 
duca,  e  degli  eredi  di  papa  Giulio  annihilai^  il  contratto,  e  ne 
fari  un'  altro  conie  volete  voi  nella  forma  che  gli  ho  offerto  io, 
cioS  di  fare  finire  detta  sepoltura  nel  secondo  modo  intra  fine  di 
tre  anni,  e  spendere  del  vostro  dae  mila  ducali,  computando  la 
casa,  che  detta  casa  si  venda,  e  gli  ^nari  di  detta  casa  suiq>lis- 
cano  fd  numero  di  due  mila  ducati,  e  non  ho  voluto  offeiire  piil, 
e  credo  qaesti  bastaranno,  e  si  contentano  troppo.  E  gli  pare 
molto  bella  cosa,  che  quosta  opera  la  vogliate  fare  senza  che 
bene  spendano  uno  quattrino,  e  che  voi  vi  contentate  spender 
gli  dne  miia  dncati.  £  messer  Jerommo  mi  ha  promesso  di 
scrivere  al  duca  che  faran  ,  ,  .  th'  il  duca  vi  scrivera,  e  rimet- 
tera  ogni  cosa  a  voi,  e  voi  vi  degnarele  rispondere  al  duca 
quetlo  vi  pareva,  ma  non  ofierite  piil  danari.  Ora  mi  fare  che 
la  cosa  stia  in  buonissimo  termine  e  risoluzione,  come  avete  a 
fkre  queato  socondo  contratto.  £  maudatemi  una  forma  del 
contratto,  come  volete  che  stia,  che  non  si  preteriri  parola.  E 
ancora  mandatemi  una  carta  di  procura,  che  in  nome  vostro  si 
possa  annihilare  il  contratto  primo,  e  fare  il  secondo,  e  promet- 
tere  in  oome  vostro  tutto  quello  mi  commanderete,  e  cosi  credo 
Barete  conlento,  e  starete  con  1'  animo  in  ripoao,  E  credo,  mi 
ha  detto,  il  faremmo  ringiovenire  di  25  auni.  Altro  non  vi 
diri  di  questa  cosa ;  fate  voi,  e  state  di  buona  vogUa. 

"  Perdonatemi  che  ancora  non  ho  finita  la  testa  del  papa,  ma 
■pero  a  ogni  modo  mandarvela  quest'  altra  settimana,  fe  cose  di 

Sieato  ufficio  mi  banno  impedito  (or  le  coaa  —  mi  ha  — ).  E 
io  sa,  quanto  mi  duole  non  esser  possuto  venire  a  Firenze 
come  .  .  .  vi  aveva  promesso.  Ma  Dio  ha  votuto  cosi.  Spero 
venirvi  a  veder  questa  state.  £  non  mancate  della  jowmeasa, 
ac^  ci  godiamo  un  poco  insieme. 

"  Pregovi  raccomandatemi  alia  signoria  del  messer  Bartolo- 
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meo  Vettoii,  e  ditegli  che  io  seguiterA  V  opera  sua,  e  sara 
serrito.  £  cosi  vi  prego  ancora  raceomiaa^da,temt  al  laio 
si^ore  messer  Giovanui  Gaddi,  Clerico  di  c^omera.  E  a  voi 
mi  raccomando  per  mfinite  volte.     Cristo  sano  vi  cDuservi. 

"Tutto  vofltro  frate  Sebastiano  de  Ludanis  pittore  feoH 
Bcrivere." 

He  therefore  dictated  it. 

Address :  "  Dno  Mielielagiulo  De  Bonarotja  dBo  meo  coUec- 
disBiuio  in  Firenze.  In  Firenze." 

XXXIV.— Page  168. 
lU»uscilare  morli,  an  expression  frequently  naed  by  Mjchael 
Angelo,  seems  only  to  signify  "  to  undertake  somethiiig  impos- 
eible."  In  the  eoatr&atbece,  Jare  ^^are  cfie  pi^'ono  vive,  ihe 
meaning  would  seem  pointed  out  by  words,  if  the  signification 
<ii ^arejigare,  etc.  (although  I  haie  attempted  to  explain  it  by 
painting)  was  not  somewhat  obscure.  Perhaps  between  tbe 
two,  as  occurs  in  all  intimacies,  a  jargon  was  occasionally 
used,  which  we  can  no  longer  understand. 

XXXV.— PAOiB  169. 
The  letter  is  dated  from  Florence.     Cenquimtt  is  written,  but 
it  most  in  any  case  mean  1^00.     In  Vemce,  Michael  Angelo 
only  spent  20  lire. 

XXXVI.— Page  171. 
Not  "  twice  every  year,"  as  we  find  erroneously  stated. 

XXXVn.— Pagb  172. 
Tribolo  subsequently  copied  the  figures  of  the  sacristy  on  a 
(mall  scale,  — works  which,  if  I  mistake  not,  now  stand  in  the 
academy  "  dei  belli  arti  in  Florence." 

XXXVni.— Paob  172. 
"  Ginliano^  he  is  naturally  called  by  Vasari. 

XXXIX.— Pagk  174. 
Vas.,  xi.  64. 

XL.  —Pagb  175. 
Vasari's  letter,  upon  the  intended  completion,  is  in  fhe  Let 
tere  inttoiiche. 
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XLI.— Pagb  188. 
It  stOl  stands  in  good  preaervation.  The  fortdfications,  on 
the  other  band,  whidi  we  see  in  the  present  day,  were  rebuilt 
by  CoHmo;  bo  that  nothing  of  Michael  Angelo'a  works,  which 
may  be  recognized  us  Buch,  remain.  Vauban's  Btudies  from 
thcnn  appear  therefore  doubtful. 

XLIL— Pagb  220. 
See  Wilhelm  Grimm,  Die  Sage  vom  Ursprung  dee  Chrutns- 


XUaX— Page  222. 
What  I  said  in  Note  77  of  the  second  volume  of  &e  first 
edition  of  this  book,  respecting  tlie  possibility  tliat  Michael 
Angelo  had  intended  to  place  Savonarola  by  the  side  of 
Chnst,  instead  of  the  Holy  Virgin,  appears  to  me  too  doubt- 
fid,  after  close  and  repeated  examination  of  the  original  in 
Rcnne,  for  me  to  repeat  it  here. 

XLIV.— Page  246. 
According  to  M'Crie.    As  regards  the  history  of  the  Bef- 
ormatJon  in  Italy,  M'Crie'a  otherwise  excellent  work  is  unsat- 
is&ctoiy. 

XLV.— Page  257. 

Gmcciardini,  Opere  inedite;  a  highly  interesting  book. 

One  more  expression  of  Michael  Angelo's:  "Inteso  ch« 
SebaslJano  Veniziano  aveva  a  fare  nella  cappella  di  San  I^ero 
a  Montotio  un  frate,  diase  che  gU  guasterehbe  quella  opera; 
domandato  della  cagione,  riepose :  che  avendo  eguno  guaato  il 
mondo  che  i  si  grande,  non  sarebbe  gran  fatto  che  gli  guas- 
tassino  una  capella  si  piccola."  Vas.  xii.  279.  The  new 
editors  observe,  in  a  note  to  this,  "  E  chiaro  che  Michel- 
angiolo  voile  alludere  al  &ate  Lutero."  It  seema  to  me  not 
lo  dear.  He  certainly  had  not  such  things  in  his  tnind,  but 
meant  what  Guicciardmi  meant. 

What,  besides,  does  theyVo^  which  Sebastian  had  to  paint 
meanp  It  must  have  been  a  painting;  on  wUch  periiaps  the 
portrait  of  &  froU  was  to  be  exhibited. 

XLVI.— Page  268. 
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XLVn.— Page  266. 


XLVm.— Page  2 


Kerbasso  was  still  mth  Micbael  Angelo  in  Jul^,  as  Is  evi- 
dent from,  the  proofs  (Tavola  B)  which  Campanari  hsa  added 
to  the  paper,  in  which  the  portrait  of  Yittoria  Colonna,  painted 
bj  Marcello  Yennstj,  is  represented  as  a  work  of  Michael  An- 
gelo's. 

XLIX.— Paoe  275. 

No,  9  of  the  Letters  to  Leonardo,  in  the  possession  of  the  British 
Mttsemn. 

"Mi  scrive  che,  sebbene  non  ha  arnto  tutte  le  cose  ordinate 
dolla  cluesa,  che  pure  ha  avnto  buons  contrizione,  e  questa  per 
la  sua  salnte  basta,  se  cos!  d." 

In  No.  7.     Michael  Angelo  iDqaires  about  it. 

"Lionardo,  —  lo  ho  per  1'  ultuna  tna  la  morte  di  Giovansl- 
mone.  Ne  ho  avuto  grandissima  pasaione,  perchd  speravo  ben 
die  io  vecchio  sia  a  vederlo  innanzi  che  morisse  e  mnanzi  che 
morissi  io ;  &  piacnto  cosi  a  Dio.  Fazienzi^.  Are!  caro  inten- 
dere  particularmente  che  morte  ha  fatta,  e  se  £  morto  confesso 
e  commnnicato  con  tutte  le  cose  ordinate  dalla  chiesa,  ^ercbd 
qoando  1'  abbia  avnte,  e  che  io  il  sappi,  n'  exit  manca  passione-" 

L.  —Page  278. 

Giaunone,  xxxii.  cap.  6. 

"Narra  GSregorio  Eosso,  testimomo  di  Teduta,  die  in  qnei 
giomi  di  Quareeima,  che  1'  Imperadore  si  tratl«ne  in  Napoli, 
andava  spesso  a  sentirlo  in  S.  Giovanni  Magg^ore  con  molto 
mo  diletto,  impero  che,  com'  e'  dice,  predicaTa  con  ispirito 
gnnde,  che  &cea  piagnere  le  pietre." 

Bosso  says  that  the  stones  might  have  wept :  it  is  not  the  «»- 
ftror  who  e&ye  so,  as,  in  strange  agreement,  many  modem  wri' 

' xin  chundi  history — who,  however,  only  quote  Giannoue 

"  —have  misunderstood  the  passage. 

LI.— Page  290. 

Taldes  came  with  the  emperor.  Was  Vittoria  at  that  time 
in  Naples  P     I  find  nothing  m  proof  of  it  but  an  intii 
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IIL— PaGb  291. 
£1  Arte  en  Espasna,  Rensta  Quingenal  de  las  Artes  del 
Kbojo,  Tome  segunao,  Madrid,  1863,  contains  tiie  begiming 
of  an  arttcie  about  Francesco  d'  OUanda,  to  which  is  added  a 
very  life-like  portrait  of  Michael  Angelo,  in  a  woodcut,  from 
a  drawing  of  tlie  master's.  Unfortunately,  what  is  said  in  this 
paper  does  not  touch  upon  Francesco's  early  beginning :  a 
manuscript  concerning  ius  Italian  journey,  and  undoubtedly 
containing  many  important  disclosures,  still  remains  to  be 
published.  Unfortunately,  the  manuscript  of  the  record  we 
inssess  was  no  longer  to  be  had  in  Lisbon;  Professor  Dr. 
Emil  Hiibner  endeavored  in  vain  to  gwn  a  glimpse  at  it.  This 
b  all  the  more  to  be  deplored,  aa  the  passages  published  by 
Baczyusky,  in  his  translation,  contain  many  thiu^  which  allow 
ns  to  conclude  much  remodelling  and  many  omissions  on  the 
part  of  the  French  translator  to  have  taken  place.  To  mention 
only  one  thing:  at  the  close  of  the  first  day,  on  his  return 
home,  there  is  suddenly  mention  made  of  a  £Ah  member  of 
the  company,  who  had  not  been  alluded  to  before  aa  present. 
From  this  we  do  not  know  whether  the  translator  simply  mis- 
read many  names,  which  we  might  otherwise  suppose  Francesco 
had  stated  fidsely.    Thus,  for  example,  with  reelect  to  that  in 

LIU.  — Page  297. 
when  the  Monte  Cavallo  is  mentioned,  at  the  foot  of  which 
Michael  Angelo  is  said  to  dwell.  This  conld,  however,  not  be 
the  case,  as  it  would  have  been  in  the  neighborhood  of  San 
SUvestro.  Michael  Angelo  lived  at  the  foot  of  the  Capitoline 
Hill,  on  the  Macello  dei  Corri.  I  could  not  discever  the  house 
itself.  Probably  Monte  Capitolino  stood  in  Francesco's  report. 
There  is  a  house  shown  on  the  other  side  of  the  Capitol, 
close  by  the  ascent  to  the  Palazzo  CaffarelH,  and  even  in 
Fonmier's  new  and  extremely  faulty  book,  '*Rome  and  the 
Campagna,"  it  is  so  designated.  This,  probably,  rests  on  an 
Invention  of  Roman  valets  de  place. 

LIV.— Page  300. 

Francesco  d'Ollanda's  portrait  exhibits  Michael  Angelo  with 

the  felt  hat  on  his  head.     Gaultier's   htde   engraving   of  the 

Last  Judgment  also  gives  Michael  Angelo's  ^rtnut  thus,  at 

Uke  place  intended  for  the  arms  of  the  Medici. 

LV.— Page  306. 
Among  the  Florentine  papew,  a  number  of  letters  from  Fiaa- 
oesco  d'Ollanda's  to  Michael  Angelo  are  to  be  found 
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LVI.— PiOB  308. 

Campanari  (Bitratto  di  Vittoria  Golonna)  speaks  of  dieee 
linies,  anil  deduces  from  Michael  Augelo's  soimeta  his  connec- 
tion with  Vittoria,  It  is  too  full  of  conjectures.  In  the  recital 
of  their  Iriendship,  given  by  different  writers,  the  poems  are, 
in  general,  made  use  of  in  a  manner  which  cannot  possibly  be 
justifiable. 

She  must  have  lefl  Rome  in  September,  1541 ;  for  In  August 
she  was  atill  in  Rome  (VisconU,  cxxvii.),  and  in  October  we 
see  her  in  Viterbo.  According  to  Visconti  and  the  dales  of 
her  letters,  we  may  almost  fix,  year  by  year,  the  places  where 
she  sojourned. 

LVH.— Page  811. 
In  the  posaemon  of  the  British  Maseuta. 
"Uiuco  maestro Michelagnelo  et  mio  singularissimo  amico  lo 
hauta  la  nostra  et  uis(«  il  crucifixo,  il  qual  certamente  ha  cruci- 
fize  nella  memoria  nua  quale  altri  picture,  viddi  mai  ue  se  po 
neder  piu  ben  fatta,  piu  viva  et  piu  finita  imagine  et  eerto  jo 
non  polret  mai  exphcar  quanto  eottilmente  et  mirabilmente  a 
&tta  per  il  che  ho  risoluta  de  non  volerlo  di  man  daltri  et  pero, 
chiant«mi  se  questo  e  d'  altri :  patientia :  se  e  uostro  jo  in  ogni 
modo  vel  torrei  ma  in  caeo  che  non  eia  nostro  et  uogliate  fare  a 
qnel  nostro,  ci  parlaremo  prima  perche  cognoscendo  jo  la  difi- 
culta  che  ce  c  di  imitarlo,  piu  presto  mi  resolvo  che  colni  faccia 
on'  altra  cosa  che  questa :  ma  se  £  il  uostro  questo,  habbiate 

Ktientis  che  non  son  per  tomarlo  piu.    jo  1' no  bcai  visto  al 
ne  et  col  vetro,  et  col  speccbio  et  non  viddi  mai  la  pin  finita 

"  Al  conta  da  nostro  le  (P), 

From  a  copy  prepared  for  me.  The  "  Al  conta  da  uostro  "  I 
do  not  understand,  I  give  the  peculiar  orthography,  aa  it  is 
Vittoria's  only  tetter. 

LVia.— Pags  313. 
The  letter  is  in  Bottari,  addressed ;  al  Marcbesc  di  Pescara. 
Ticozzi  makes  out   of  it   Duke  Cosmo.     Later  writers   have 
omitted  the  address  entirely. 

The  poem  lies  before  me  in  three  forms:  in  the  first  place, 
'    ■      '"'    '^  '  -    -         -'-J   -■-    "B, — undoubtedly  lie  form  in 
s  it  stands  on  the  same  sheet 
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as  that  on  which  the  letter  was  writteo  to  her.  The  second  is 
in  Miuhflel  Angelo'a  hand,  and  is  likewise  in  the  Vaticaa  manu- 
script, but  in  a  series  with  othera. 

"  Oia  an  '1  destio,  or  Bu  'I  siaiatra  taede, 
Variando  cerco  della  mia  salnte, 
Fra'lyilioelaTirtute. 
II  cuoF  confliso  mi  travagUa  e  stanca, 
Come,  chi  't  ciel  non  Teas, 
Cbe  per  ogni  Bentier  si  peide  e  manca. 

Ai  vostii  sBcri  incbioEtrij 

Ch'  amor  mi  sganni,  e  piet^  il  ver  db  scriva, 

Che  r  alma  da  s6  ftanca 

Nod  pieghi  agli  error  nosCri 

Chieggio  a  voi,  alta  e  diva 

Donna,  aaper,  a'  el  cie!  men  crodo  tione 

L'  mnil  peccato,  cb'  el  supercliia  liene." 

It  is  the  same  strain  of  thought,  only  with  some  points  more 
dearly  cairied  out.  The  third  is  in  die  edition  of  1623,  and, 
up  to  line  eight,  it  corresponds  with  the  above ;  after  that,  it  b 
as  follows :  — 

Ove  per  voi  nel  mio  dulibiar  si  acriva, 
Come  qnest'  alma,  d'  ogni  luce  priva, 
FoBsa  nan  traviar  dietro  il  desio 
Negli  uitimi  euoi  paaai,  ond'  ella  cade; 
Per  VOL  si  scriva,  voi  che  '1  viver  mio 
Volgeste  al  ciel  per  le  piii  belle  stiade." 

These  are  general  forms  of  expression  without  any  fixed 
meamng,  by  which  the  poem  loses  its  real  ideas.  It  is  impos- 
sible (hat  this  can  be  any  thing  but  an  invention  of  the  editor. 

In  tie  same  way,  the  poem,  "Perch'  fi  troppa  molesta,"  has 
been  robbed  of  its  true  meaning  by  the  younger  Michael  An- 
gelo.    The  genuine  test  ia  as  fouows :  — 

"  Perch'  6  troppo  molesta, 

AncOT  cbe  dolca  aia, 
Qaelta  mercS  cbe  1'  aboa  legar  enole ; 

Mia  llberta  di  gueste 

Vostr'  alta  cocte^a 
Piii  che  d'  un  fnrto  ai  lameota  e  duola. 

E  com'  occbio  nel  sole 

Disgrega  sua  virtil,  ch'  esaer  dovrebbe 

Di  maggior  luce  ch'  a  veder  ne  qmnis, 

Cosi  '1  desio  non  vuole 

Zoppa  la  grazia  in  me  che  da  vol  d  cnbbe, 
Cli'  il  poco  al  troppo  speaso  a'  abbaadona; 

N^  queato  Agnol  perdona. 

Ch'  amoT  tuoI  sol  gli  amici,  onde  son  mi 

Di  fbrtnna  e  virtil  simili  e  pari." 
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' '  Hw  reward  is  too  handsome,  sweet  as  it  is,  tbat  liulds  the 
soul  ID  fetters.  My  liberty  complains  of  your  kiudiieuti,  and 
feels  it  more  pdn&U;  t^sn  if  a  tlieil;  had  been  done  me.  And 
as  the  eye  feels  its  power  diminished  by  the  sun,  while  it  ought 
to  increase  in  light,  so  my  wishea  demand  no  hinderiue  tba^s 
from  you,  wMoh  you  bestow  too  largely;  for  too  litfle  often 
grows  ont  of  that  which  is  too  muco,  and  (Michael)  Angelo 
oannot  suffer  this." 

LIX.~Paoi!  815. 
This  poem  also  is  in  the  Vatican  manuscript  in  various  fbnns. 

LX.—Paok  322. 

GondlTi  mentions  the  pecnliar  form  of  the  cross.  It  haa  not 
elseiriiere  come  before  me. 

An  oil  panting  of  smaller  size,  only  containing  the  U>wei 
half  of  &a  composidon,  i.e.,  Christ  with  the  two  angels,  is  in 
the  Berlin  Museum,  where  it  has  been  erroneously  attributed 
to  Sebastian  del  Piombo 

LXI.— Page  327. 
The  Macello  dei  Corvl  ia  sketched  differently  in  the  plans  to 
be  found  in  the  Barberini  Library  to  that  which  is  pointed  out 
under  that  name  at  the  present  day.  In  this  quarter  of  the 
city  there  are  a  number  oi  old  houses  of  the  sixteenth  century  j 
and  I  am  convinced,  if  the  matter  were  more  thoroughly  par- 
sued  than  time  aUoned  me  t«  do  during  my  last  visit,  the  house 
might  be  discovered. 

LXn.— Pasb  332. 

Instead  of  piir  aanUH  at  the  close  of  the  letter  given  by 

6aye,  I  suppose  sua  aaniii  is  intended.    We  have  &kttering 

letters  from  Aretino  to  Vittoria  Colonna,  written  daring  the 

yean  1637  and  1533. 

LXHL— PiOB  882. 

Aretino's  letters.    Faiis  edit.,  1609,  ii.  40. 

"  To  Vasari. 

"  Enclosed  in  your  letters,  I  received  the  two  copies,  exe~ 

coted  at  my  request,  of  the  monuments  of  the  Dukes  Griuliauo 

and  Lorenzo.    They  please  me  much.    In  the  first  place,  bo- 

canse  rou  have  drawn  them  so  beautifidly ;  and,  in  the  second 

place,  becanse  diey  are  the  work  of  that  god  of  sculpture,  from 
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514  NOTES. 

trhoK  <IiTine  hands  1  have  seen  the  sketch  of  St.  Catherine, 

which  he  did  ns  a  child,  (io  sehixzo  ddla  Santa  Caterina  vht 
diaegnA  sendojiaidvllo.) 

"Even  JD  this  early  beginning,  he  shows  himself  in  all  his 
maj'eaty  (iuUo  pimo  di  maeatH) ;  and  we  feel  that  such  gifts 
are  awaraed  \tj  Heaven  but  rarely  to  mortal  men.  Any  one 
mast  be  astonished  to  see  an  ear  executed  so  delicately  and 
accurat^y  with  the  pencil.  All  painters  to  whom  I  have 
shown  the  sheet  are  agreed  diat  he  alone  who  has  done  it 
would  have  been  able  to  produce  it.  And  I  myself,  —  it  was 
to  me  as  if  I  now  for  the  first  time  realized  the  miracles  of  this 
miracle,  when  I  had  it  thus  before  me. 

"Now,  however,  when  I  opened  the  box,  which  reached  me 
through  the  Giunti,  and  I  saw  the  head  of  one  of  those  repre- 
sentatives of  (he  gloiy  of  the  Medici,  I  stood  for  a  IJme  as  if 
petrified  with  admu-ation.  How  was  it^possibie  that  tiie  Duke 
Alexander,  only  for  the  sake  of  showing  himself  graciously 
disposed  towards  one  of  his  servants,  could  have  robbed  him- 
self of  such  a  treasure !  I  am  almost  afraid  of  examining  and 
prairing  this  countenance,  so  venerable  and  wonderful  does  it 
appear.  Beard,  iiair,  bruw,  eyebrows,  and  eyes, — how  they 
are  executed !  What  an  ear !  what  a  profile !  and  this  chiselled 
mouth !  all  combining  to  give  expression  to  the  feeling  which 
animates  the  whole.  He  seems  to  see,  to  be  silent,  to  listen ; 
and  over  aU  there  is  the  venerableness  oi'  a  holy  old  age ;  and 
yet  every  thing  is  nothing  but  clay,  formed  into  a  few  features 
by  the  fingers. 

"And  with  this  I  will  close  my  letter.  The  life  of  art 
breathes  forth  from  the  creative  hand  of  this  great  man;  for 
what  he  creates,  speaks,  moves,  and  breathes.  Not  I  alone 
am  proud  to  possess  this  work  which  you  have  sent  me  by  tbe 
permission  oi'  your  master,  but  the  whole  of  Venice  boasts  of 
It.  I  am  too  insienificant  to  he  able  to  requite  such  a  gift  by 
another;  it  would  lessen  the  value  of  the  gift  were  I  only  to 
attempt  it,  and  therefore  no  more  than  my  thanks  to  sa'Jb  a 
master  and  to  such  a  friend. 

■•Venice,  the  15tli  July,  1538." 

Aretino  calls  the  head,  uno  dealt  avBocaii  ddla  gloria  dei 
Medici.  This  seems  to  refer  to  a  Medici  himself.  Among  all, 
1  know  of  Pope  Clement  alone  as  "  beavded."  It  is,  however, 
nowhere  mentioned  that  Michael  Angelo  executed  a  portrait 
of  him.  Or  could  it  be  Ottaviano  dei  Medici,  of  whom  I  have 
never  heard  of  a  portrait  at  all  P 

S^,  the  person  whom  it  represented  is  the  least  important 
part.  It  appears  far  more  important,  that  in  this  head  we  have 
tie  only  portrwt  executed  by  Michael  Angelo  as  a  sculptor. 
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Coold  the  whole  tiling,  perliaps,  be  onlj  aD  error  of  Aretino's, 
nnd  the  heads  sent  bj  Vasan  be  those  of  the  emperor  and 
Clement  YU.,  executed  by  AITodbo  Feirarese,  and  purchased 
by  Vflsari  for  Florence?     Vas.,  ix.  14. 

Arettno's  letter,  moreover,  is  falsely  dated,  as  Alexander  had 
been  long  murdered  in  1588.  Ilia  letters  are  often  wrongly 
dated.  They  are  also,  as  comparisons  with  the  origiiiala  prove, 
at  tames  altered  by  him  for  publication.  Thus  it  is  with  his  let- 
ters to  Duke  Cosmo,  which  are  diSerent  in  Gaye. 

LXIV".— Pagk  833. 
The  lett«r  concludes ;   "  Attendete  a  esaer  acultore  di  senm  e 
non  minifttore  di  vocaboli."     It  is  not  said  unkiadly.     It  is  ad- 
dressed to  Lodovico  Dolce,  and  treats  of  good  and  bad  style  in 
writdng. 

LXV.— Pagb  540. 

The  en^aving  of  Enea  Vico,  of  which  Vftaari  speaks,  does 
not  bear  his  name.  Bartsch  asserts  that  it  does  not  exist.  If 
we  examine  more  closely  the  large  en™ving  which  Salamanca 
published  in  1546,  we  see  that  the  different  sheets  of  which  it 
consists  have  been  vety  differently  executed.  Some  are  en- 
graved in  small  undefined  lines,  almost  as  if  they  were  et«hed ; 
others  are  done  with  a  strong  flourishing  point.  It  is  to  me  be- 
yond a  matter  of  doubt,  that  different  hands  were  at  work  on 
it.  Enea  Vieo  mi^  therefore  have  had  a  share  in  it.  Per- 
haps he  worked  too  slowly,  and  others  were  brought  forward 
to  assist.  The  good  parts  of  the  engraving  belong  to  the  best 
that  that  period  has  produced.  Before  Michael  Angelo's  time, 
honor  was  sought  for  in  work. 

Aretino  received  Michael  Angelo's  letter  of  January,  1538, 
tliTough  Nardi.  Hence  Michael  Angelo's  connection  with  this 
old  Florentine  democrat  was  lasting, 

LXVI.— Page  352. 


The  end  of  No.  11 :  — 

"  Vorrei  che  ehi  ti  vuol  dare  moglie,  pensassi  di  darla  a  te, 
non  alia  roba  tua.  A  me  pare  che  egU  abbi  a  venir  da  t«  il  non 
oercar  grande  dota.  Per6  tu  hai  solo  a  desiderar  la  Banil&  dell' 
anima,  e  del  corpo,  e  la  nobilti  del  sanmie,  e  de'  costumi,  e 
ohe  parenti  ella  ba,  ch^  importa  assai.     ^tro  non  ho  che  dire.'' 
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LXVn.— Pagk  866. 

■'Delia  caea  bue."  By  this  hia  party  ia  meant.  It  could 
scarcely  refer  to  the  older  San  Gallt,  for  wbom  Midiael  Angelo 
Always  bad  the  greatest  respect. 

Vasari  saya,  in  fte  "  Life  of  Antonio  di  San  Gallo," — 

"  Facendo  poi  fare  Sua  Santiti  i  bastioni  di  Roma,  che  souo 
fortissimi  e  venendo  fra  quelli  compreea  la  porta  di  Santo 
Spirito,  ella  fu  fatta  con  ordine  e  disegno  d'Antonio  con  orna- 
mento  rustico  di  trevertini  in  mauiera  molto  soda  e  molto  rara, 
con  taota  magnificenza,  ch'  ella  pareggia  le  cose  antjche :  la 
quale  opera  dopo  la  morte  d'Antonio  fii  chi  cercA,  pi4  da  in- 
vidia  moaao  che  da  alcuna  ragionevole  tagione,  per  vie  straor- 
dinare  di  farla  rorinare ;  ma  son  fit  periuesso  da  chi  poteva." 

In  tlie  first  edition,  lie  concludes  tnus :  — 

..."  dopo  la  morte  di  lui,  fa  chi  cert:^  con  vie  atraordinane 
far  minare.  mosso  pill  da  invidia  della  gloria  sua,  che  per 
ragione,  se'  fosse  stato  lasciato  fare  da  chi  poteva;  ma  ehi 
poteva,  non  voise." 

Both  times  he  is  intentionally  obscure,  but  the  second  time 
stiU  less  intelligible  than  at  first.  Vasari  must  have  had  rea- 
sons for  taking  one  iota  from  the  clearness  of  what  he  bad  at 
first  only  intimated. 

On  tiie  other  band,  in  Michael  Angelo's  Lite  (2d  edit.J,  there 
is  the  following  passage:  "Porttk  diaegnata  tutta  la  fortifica- 
zione  di  Bor^o,  che  aperae  gli  occhi  a  tutto  quello  che  s'  i 
ordinate  e  fatto  poi ;  e  fu  cagione  che  il  portone  di  S.  Spirito 
che  era  vicino  i2  fine,  ordinato  del  Sangallo,  rimase  unper- 
fetto." 

Vasari,  as  is  natural,  in  truth,  always  takes  the  part  of  tbose 
whose  life  he  is  writing.  He  therefore,  in  San  Gallo's  life,  en- 
tirely omits  the  quarrel  about  the  fortifications  of  the  Vatican 
Bubiu-h  which  cafted  forth  Michael  Angelo's  interference,  and 
only  speaks  of  the  architectural  beauty  of  the  gate  of  S. 
Spirito.  In  Michael  Angelo's  Life,  merely  tiie  jiraotical  ques- 
tion IB  treated  of,  and  at  the  same  time  the  point  is  conceded 
to  him.  Who  the  person  indicated  in  San  Gallo'a  Life  may 
have  been,  still  remains  obscure, 

LXVnL— Pagk  356. 
"  £  stato  nel  suo  dire  molto  coperto  e  ambigao,  avendo  le 
cose  cue  quasi  due  aen^"    Vas.,  first  edit.     Vasari  lius  touched 
npon  many  personal  things  in  his  second  edition. 

LXIX.-    pAGK  373. 
To  Bartolommeo  Ammanati  P 
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LXX.— Fagk  878. 
It  ii  asserted  tliat  Michael  Angelo  was  a  trember  of  Tc^ 
mei's  aoedemy.  Poleni,  Esercitationes  Vitniviaiue  prima, 
Batavii,  1739,  p.  60.  Upon  the  academy  itself,  see  Tolomei'i 
lettera.  A  certain  cocnectton  of  the  meubers  with  Micbael 
Angelo  is  a  matter  of  course ;  but  we  know  of  nothing  more. 

LXXX— Pagk  S80. 
Papencordt,  p.  132. 

LXXIL— Pagb  381. 

Gamuctn's  cop^  differs  from  the  present  form  of  alt  three 

palaces,  yet  it  is  txuiy  too  bad  for  iuferences  to  be  drawn 

LXXnL— Page  393. 
In  an  essay  before  published  by  me,  I  have  erroneously  xv- 
ferred  the  poem  to  CaTalieri  to  vittoria,  among  other  errors 
contained  in  that  paper. 

LXXIV.— Page  396. 

Vasari  mendons  the  group  even  in  his  first  edition.  It  was 
placed  at  first,  in  1649,  in  San  Spirito,  in  Florence.  Gaye, 
U.  500.  "  N'el  medesimo  anno  si  scoperse  in  Sto  Spirito  una 
Ketih  la  quale  mandd  un  fiorentino  a  detta  chieaa,  e  si  diceva 
che  1'  ori^ne  veniva  dallo  inventor  delle  porcherie,  salvando 
gli  1'  arte  ma  non  derozione,  Michelan^lo  Buonarroti." 

He  gets  upon  the  Last  Judgment.  He  aflerwarda  mentions 
ix^pricei  Ivt^ani.  He  prays  that  God  may  send  his  saints  to 
destroy  such  like.  In  bis  eyes,  the  painting  of  the  dr^>ery 
ooder  Carafia  is  an  extremely  mild  measure 

LXXV.— Pagb  407. 
New  detul  is  continually  coming  to  light  upon  these  circmu' 
stances,  so  that  a  new  work  upon  fliem  would  be  just  aa  desira- 
ble as  it  would  be  acceptable. 

LXXVI.— Page  407. 

So.  '1:1  of  flu  LeOers  to  Leonardo,  22d  October,  1647,  m  the 
posiession  of  the  British  Mueeutn. 

Ko.  26  also  is  interesting.     8d  December,  1647. 

"IJonardo, — W  me  venue  alle  mani,  circa  un  audo  &,  no 
Gbni  scritto  a  mano  di  cronache  fiorentJne,  dore  trovai,  <»rca 
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dogent 
mif  TO 


I  anni  fa,  ae  bene  mi  ricordo,  uit  Buomuroto  Simoiu 

t«  de'  aignori,  di  poi  tin  Simone  Buonarroti,  di  poi  un 
I  di  Buonarroto  Simoni,  di  poi  un  Francesco  Buonar- 
roti. Non  Ti  trovai  Lionardo  che  fii  de'  Signori,  padre  di 
I^odovico  nostro  padre,  percW  non  veniva  tanto  in  qua.  Per6 
tL  me  pare  che  tutti  suriva  Lionardo  di  Buonarroto  Buonarroti 
Simoiu.  Del  reato,  della  risposta  alia  tua  non  accade,  perchd 
non  hai  ancora  inteso  niente  della  cosa  ti  ecrissi,  nS  della  casa. 
"  MiCHKiAGNiOLO,  in  Roma." 

LXXVn.— Paqb  409. 

ifo.  32  of  the  Letters  to  Leonardo,  16tk  March.  1549,  in  Ok 
possession  of  the  Briliah  Muaeum. 

"Lionardo,  —  Quelle  die  io  ti  scriasi  pu  la  mia  ultima  non 
accade  replieare  altrimenti.  Circa  il  male  del  non  potere 
orinare  io  ne  sono  atato  pill  molto  male,  ho  muggiato  di  e  notte 
Benza  dormire,  e  aenza  ripoao  neaauno,  e  quello  che  giadicano 
e'  medici,  dicono  che  io  ho  il  male  della  pJetra.  Ancora  non 
son  certo,  mi  to  medicando  per  detto  male  e  gmmi  data  buona 
Bperauza.  Nondimeno,  per  esser  io  vecchio  e  con  un  si  cmde- 
ha^mo  male,  non  ho  da  prometterla.  Io  son  conaigliato  d' 
andare  al  bagno  di  Viterbo,  e  non  al  pu5  prima  che  al  prindpio 
di  maggio,  e  in  questo  mezzo  andrd  temporeggiando  il  meglio 
cha  potrA,  e  forse  ar6  grazia  del  male.  Won  aarJ  desao.  Ho 
di  qualche  bnon  riparo,  perA  ho  bisogno  dell'  aiuto  di  Dio.  Pero 
di'  alia  Prancesca  che  ne  tacci  orazione,  e  digll  che  se  la  sapeaai 
com'  io  Bono  stato,  che  la  Tedrebbe  non  eaaer  senza  compagni 
nella  miseda.  Io  del  reato  della  peraona  sono  quasi  come  era 
di  trenta  anni ;  Jmmi  aopraggiunto  ^ueato  male  pe'  gran  diaad, 
e  per  poco  stiiaar  la  vita  mia.  Pazienzia ;  forae  andirS  ntegbo 
che  io  non  ne  etjmo,  con  1'  ^uto  di  Dio,  e  quando  altrimenti,  t' 
avriaerA,  perchS  voglio  acconciar  le  cose  mia  dell'  anima  e  del 
corpo,  e  a  queato  sari  neceesario  che  tu  ci  aia,  e  quando  mi 
pairi  t«mpo  te  ne  avviseri,  e  aenza  le  mia  lettere  non  ti  muo- 
¥er  per  parole  di  neaaun'  altro.  Se  6  pietra,  mi  dicono  i  medici 
che  e  in  sul  principio,  e  che  i  piccola,  e  perA,  come  h  detto,  mi 
danno  buona  aperanza. 

' '  Quando  tu  awesai  notizia  di  qualche  estrema  miaeria  in 
qualche  casa  nobile,  che  credo  che  e'  ve  ne  aia,  avvisami,  e  che 

r'naino  in  cinquanta  seudi,  io  te  eli  mander6  che  gli  dia  per 
lima  mia.     Queati  non  hanno  a  aiminuir  niente  di  quello  che 
bo  ordinato  lasciare  a  voL     PerA  fallo  a  ogni  modo. 

"  MicHELiGNiOLO  BuONAKRon,  in  Boma. 
'*  A  di  15  di  Marzo  1549." 
He  uses  anbsequentl^  the  Roman  chronology. 
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LXXVTIL— Pa&b  409. 
fo.^ofHie  Ldter»  to  Leonardo,  in  the  posaegsion  of  tie  BritM 


..."  Del  roio  male  io  ne  ato  aasia  bene  o  riapett*  a  quel 
Bono  atato.  Io  ho  bevuta  circa  due  mesi,  sera  e  mattina,  d' 
una  acqua  d'  una  fontana  die  i  quaranta  miglia  preaao  a  Koma, 
U  quale  rompe  la  pietra,  e  questo  ha  rottg  la  mia,  e  fattomi 
orinare  gran  parte.  Bisognamene  fare  ammunizione  in  caea,  e 
non  bcre  nd  cucinare  con  altra,  e  tenere  aitra  vita  che  non 
sogUo. 

(16th  June,  1549,  is  on  the  address.) 

iio.  45  also  belongs  to  Ibis  period. 

.  .  .  "A  questi  di  ho  avuto  una  lettera  da  quella  donna  del 
tessifore,  che  dice  avert!  voluto  dare  per  moglie  una  per  padre 
de'  Capponi,  e  per  madre  de'  Niceolim,  la  quMe  i  nel  miiniBtero 
di  Caneandeij,  e  hammi  scritto  una  lunga  bibbia  con  una  predi- 
chetfa  che  mi  conforta  a  vivere  bene  e  a  fare  delle  limosme,  e 
te  dice  aver  eonfortato  a  viver  da  cristiano,  e  debbeti  aver  detto 
che  S  epirata  da  Dio  di  darti  detCa  fanciulla.  Io  dice  che  1'  ha 
B  fare  molto  meglio  attendere  a  tessere  o  a  filare,  che  andare 
apac^lando  tanta  BantitS,  Mi  par  che  la  voglia  essere  un  altra 
suor  Donienica,  per6  non  it  fidar  di  lei. 

"Adil9giugliol549." 

LXXES.— PiGB  410. 


From  No.  16  of  the  letters  to  Leonardo.     30th  July,  1547. 

We  will  insert  the  following  passage :  — 

.  ,  .  "Vorrei  che  per  mezzo  di  messer  Giovanfi-ancesco  tu 
avesai  1'  altezza  della  cupola  di  Santa  Maria  del  Fiore,  da  dove 
cominua  la  lantema  inaino  in  terra,  poi  1'  altezza  di  tutta  la 
lanterna,  e  mandassimela.  £  mandami  segnato  in  suUa  letlera 
nn  terzo  del  braccio  fiorentino  "... 

The  Bendings  of  wine,  etc.,  continue.  See  Nos.  60,  51,  62 
of  the  letters  to  Leonardo. 

From  No.  52. 

..."  Mesaer  Giovanfrancesco  nu  tichiese,  circa  nn  mese  &, 
di  qualche  cosa  di  quelle  dclla  marchesa  di  Fescara,  se  io  n 
avevo.  Io  ho  un  libretto  in  carta  pecora  che  eUa  mi  dontt,  drca 
died  unni  aono,  nel  quale  i  cento  tre  aonetti,  senza  quegli  che 
mi  mandA  poi  daViterbo  in  carta  bambagina  che  sono  quaianta, 
i  quali  I'eci  legare  nel  medesimo  libretto,  e  in  quel  tempo  gli 
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preetu  a  molte  persone,  in  modo  che  per  tutto  d  sono  in  ii- 
tampft.  Ho  poi  molte  lettere  die  ella  mi  aeriTeva  da  Orvieto  e 
da  Viterlio.  Ecco  cio  ho  della  Marchesa.  Per6  mostra  questa 
a  detto  prete,  e  awisamt  di  quelle  che  ti  risponde. 

"Adi7dimarzol551." 

The  correspondence,  therefore,  hegan  at  Orvieto,  whither 
Titloria  went  before  Viterbo ;    and  lie  has  many  letters  (torn 

Another  copy  of  Vittoria'a  poems,  wiiich  was  in  Michael 
Angelo's  possession,  is  that  which  Trigueti  (Les  Trois  Mue^es 
de  Londres,  par  H.  de  Triqueti,  Pans,  1861)  saw  in  London 
in  the  Kensington  Museum.  Michael  Angelo's  name  is  on  it. 
It  is  the  edition  published  in  Venice  in  the  year  1668  by  Lodo- 
vioo  Dolce,  which  waa  reprinted  in  1569.  Dolce  was  an  old 
proiigi  of  Vittoria'a,  and  had  probably  sent  the  book  to  Mi- 
chael Aiigelo. 

Triqueti's  book  contains  good  information  respecting  the 
works  of  Michael  Angelo's  own  hand  preserved  m  the  Ken- 
angton  Museum, — twelve  numbers. 


LXXX.  — Page  410. 


LXXI.— Paok  413. 
The  letter  is  ^ven  by  Fea. 

LXXXn.— Page  416. 
See  apon  this  matter  Benvennto  Cellini's  Autobiography. 

LXXXm.— Pagb  419. 
Sio.  &9  of  fhe  Liters  to  LeoTiardo,  in  the  possession  qf  ikt  Sriliih 


"Leonardo,  io  ho  (inteso)  per  la  tua,  come  la  Cassandra  i 
preaao  al  parto,  e  come  vorresti  intendere  il  parer  mio  del 
Dome  de'  putti  della  femnuna,  se  fia  cosi.  Tumini  scrivi  esser 
resoluto  pe'  sua  buoni  portamenti  del  mastio  quando  sia.  Io  nou 
BO  che  mi  ti  dire.  Arei  ben  caro  che  questo  norae  Buonarroto 
non  mancasai  in  casa,  sendooi  durato  gia  trecento  anni  in  caaa. 
Altro  non  so  che  dire,  e  Io  scrivere  m' i  noia  assai.  Attendi  a 
vivere.  "Michelagnio   '  '      ~  -  -    - 

Without  date.     (April.  1554 ; 
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LXXXIV.— Pagb  419. 

In  the  Vatican  manuscript  of  the  poems,  icviiL  "lao- 
nordo, — Intendo  per  la  tua  come  la  Cafsaudra  a  partorito  nn 
bel  figliuolo,  e  coma  la  sta  bene,  e  che  gli  porrete  nome  Buo- 
narroto.  D'ogm  cosa  n'  ho  avuto  grandisBima  allegrezza,  Iddio 
ne  sia  ringrazia.to,  e  lo  facd  buooo  accii  che  ci  fiicci  onoie  e 
mautenga.  Ringrazia  la  Cassandra,  e  raccomaiidaini  a  lei.  Al- 
tro  non  m'  accade  circa  queato.  lo  ti  scrissi,  piil  mesi  sono, 
che  qaando  si  trovasEi  da  tximprare  una  casa  che  fliaai  onorevole 
e  in  buon  luogo  che  tu  me  'n  aTisassi,  e  cos!  ti  riscrivo  ehe 
qnando  ci  usciase  fiiari  tal  coaa  che  tu  mene  dia  awiso,  e  se 


"  Cha  Ea  de'  mia  pensier  giS  vani  e  liefi, 
All'  QDa  e  r  sltm  morte  m'  avricino; 
L'  ana  m'  h  certa,  e  I'  altra  mi  miasccia, 
Non  pinger,  ni  scalpii  fie  pur  che  qoietL" 

LXXXV.— Piaa  423. 
Among  die  s^tarate  papers  and  accounts  in  Michael  Angelo  s 

tiandwrituig  in  tne  possession  of  the  British  Museum,  is  the  fol- 
lowing receipt :  .  .  .  "  Scudi  doro  cheta  ,  .  .  mene  ori  .  .  .  (ho 
ricevnto)  p  parte  della  resldtutione  delletrata  di  mille  dugieto 
scudi  doro  cho  nii  fu  tolta  del  papa  Caraffa  data  mi  prima  da 
papa  famese  uero  e  chel  porto  di  piaceza  me  lauena  tol(tD) 
Lmperadore  e  ultimaiuete  il  papa  CarofT  lu£tio  in  romagoia 
niitiolBe  il  primo  di  che  fu  facto  papa,"  etc. 


LXXXVI.  — Pagb  430. 
"  Non  sempre  al  mondo  &  si  pregiato  e  caro."    Madrig;:! 

LXXXVn.— Pags  431. 
A  letter  of  CeUinTs,  in  tlie  possession  of  the  British  Masenm, 
eren  on  the  14th  March,  1559,  expresses  pleasure  at  Michael 
Angelo's  resolution  to  go  to  Rome.  The  letter  seems  never  to 
have  been  printed.  There  is  anotheJ"  in  the  same  place,  of  the 
j-esr  1561,  in  which  Cellini  recommends  to  Michael  Angelo  an 
artist  whose  name  is  not  mentioned,  whom  he  wishes  to  have 
employed  in  the  building  of  St,  Peter's.  This  has  also  not 
been  published,  so  far  as  I  know.  In  the  first  letter  he 
addresses  him  as  "  !EzcelIentissimo  e  divino  precettore  mjc 
Mraser  Michelagniolo ." 
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LXXXVm,— Page  441. 

Ora  wonld  Dot  perhaps  be  translated  brink ;  but  the  image  U 
chosen  because  it  has  been  elsewhere  often  employed.  He  com- 
pares bimseli'  besides  to  an  arrow,  reaching  ita  aim. 


LXXXIX.  — Page  481. 

Cornelius,  cartoons  of  the  paintings  at  Munich  were  purchased 
afi«r  his  call  to  Berlin :  they  stood  there  unpacked  for  twenty 
years,  were  then  exhibited  for  a  short  time,  made  the  greatest 
noise,  and  were  again  packed  up.  Such  a  treatment  of  the 
works  of  a  man  oT  this  importance  is  an  unheard-of  fitct  in 
the  history  of  art. 

Corneous  could  have  sold  the  cartoons  in  England ;  but  he 
reflised  these  offers,  because  he  wished  that  his  works  should 
remain  in  Germany,  It  would  have  been  better  had  he  accepted 
them ;  for  a  journey  to  England  would  thus,  perhaps,  have 
afforded  Germans  the  possibility  of  seeing  the  works  of  their 
greatest  painter. 

Insteaa  of  raising  the  inevitable  monument  to  Cornelius' 
memory  when  he  dies,  we  ought  far  rather,  while  he  lives,  to 
subscribe  for  the  building  of  a  house  to  receive  his  works. 
Such  a  building  would  be  a  better  monument  for  him  and  for  as 
than  a  statue. 

Sdffl,ehbntaky  to  Page  401. 

Supe:4cially  considered,  it  might  appear  that  the  two  stand- 
ing female  statues  on  both  sides  of  the  statue  of  Moses,  might, 
as  well  as  that  statue,  be  alleged  as  Michael  Angelo's  works, 
Condivi  so  designates  them,  and  Michael  Angelo  appears  him- 
self to  speak  of  them  as  such.  They  are,  moreover,  his,  just 
as  the  whole  monument  in  his ;  but,  nevertheless,  not  his  work 
in  the  strictest  sense  of  the  word.  To  avoid  misunderstand- 
ing upon  tins  point,  I  will  ^ve  the  whole  matter  more  accu- 

Michael  Angelo  was  not  in  a,  position,  in  the  year  1542,  to 
complete  the  monument.  He  had  so  far  relieved  himself  from 
his  engi^ment,  that  he  was  only  required  to  fiimish  three 
statues  ofhis  own  work%  — the  Moses  and  two  others,  which  are 
not  more  accurately  speeitied.  At  first,  the  slaves,  now  in  the 
Louvre,  were  understood  as  these  two  latter  ones :  as,  however, 
they  wctnld  have  been  too  colossal  for  the  dimuiished  formof  l&e 
monument,  Michael  Angelo  took  them  back,  and  supplied 
Rachel  and  Leah  in  their  pbce.    These  he  now  wished  in  1542 
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to  ^TB  up  also  to  Montelupo,  who  was  alreadj  engaged  in  exe- 
cubn^  U^e  other  statues  for  the  monument. 

Midiael  Angeio,  in  his  memorial  to  &e  pope,  in  which  he 
nrges  this  atraDgement,  calls  the  two  statues  (Rachel  and  Leah) 
"  assai  bene  avantj  di  sorte  che  con  fkcilita  ei  possono  da  altri 
maeBtri  fomire."  If  we  take  these  words  in  their  strict  meaning, 
we  may  gather  from  them  that  Montelupo  had  not  much  more  to 
do  to  the  statues ;  hut  we  may  equally  well  take  them  as  a  more 
general  phrase,  hy  which  Michael  Angeio  wished  to  represent 
the  continuation  of  the  work  by  Montelupo  as  possible,  feasi- 
ble, and  harmless,  as  regards  the  statues  themselves,  with- 
out necessaril)[  inferrins  from  liis  that  the  statues  were  already 
as  good  as  finished.  For  if  this  latter  had  been  the  case,  sc 
much  ceremony  would  not  certainly  have  been  required  in  as- 
signing their  completion  to  Montelupo.  Michael  Angeio  would 
have  himself  finished  them,  or  would  have  had  them  completed 
by  others  in  his  atelier.  Instead  of  this,  they  were  now  ^ven 
to  Montelupo  to  complete ;  and  a  new  contract,  as  regarded 
eve^  thing,  was  concluded  with  him. 

Montelupo's  entire  work  for  the  monument  was,  at  the  con- 
clusion of  the  new  contract,  as  follows :  He  had  to  finish  five 
statues,  and  to  rereive  550  scudi  for  them.  Among  these  were 
.  two  of  colossal  dimensions.  Reckoning  these  hi^er,  he  may 
have  received  120  scudi  for  each  of  them,  and  105  for  each  of 
the  others.  For  none  of  these  statutes  had  to  be  more  than 
"comcirfwJ"  by  Montelupo,  as  is  expressly  dedared  hy  Michael 
Angeio,  who  caUs  the  pieces  aubsequentJy  finished  by  Monte- 
lupo, "fatte  owero  finite  di  Baffado  di  Montdupo"  —  (Letter  ta 
Montcmio,  1645).  In  1542,  Montelupo  had  finished  one,  the 
Madonna,  and  received  105  scudi  for  it.  From  that  time,  he 
appears  to  have  received  monthly  25  scudi.  According  to  his 
last  receipt,  450  had  been  paid  him  in  all ;  and  for  this  he  had 
executed  three  statues.  105  scudi  remained,  for  which  he 
had  stdll  to  fiimish  work,  if  Michael  Angeio,  dissatisfied  with 
his  work  (the  bad  result  of  which  Vasari  excuses  by  declaring 
that  Montelupo  had  been  ill  at  the  time) ,  had  not  taken  back 
Rachel  and  Leah,  to  complete  them  himself.  We  might  now 
say  that  Michael  Angeio  had  received  these  two  in  the  same 
condition  as  he  had  given  them,  and  that  what  then  remained  to 
be  done  to  them  he  had  now  done  himself.  My  reckoning 
above  may  be  false,  as  they  had  advanced  beyond  the  others ; 
and  a  sum  of  60  scudi  eadi  may  have  been  fixed  for  their  com- 

tleljon,  which,  as  the  receipt  mows,  was  now  deducted  from 
lontelupo. 

Yet  IhiB  is  contradicted  by  the  aspect  of  the  statnes  tbem- 
aelves  in  the  most  decided  manner  (a  fact  even  pointed  ont  by 
Ihose  who  adjudge  them  to  Michael  Angeio)  ;  and,  in  spite  ■  of 
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Condoyi's  evidence,  and  Micliael  Angelo's  own  vords,  we  mbI 
for  an  explanation  of  thia  difference. 

It  may  oe  drawn  from  Michael  Angelo's  own  words. 

Michael  Angelo  makes  an  express  distinction  between  feert 
vaAJimre.  An  example  has  been  already  given.  If,  however, 
RacLel  and  Leah  now  came  into  Montelupo's  atelier  "  as  good 
as  finished,"  and  were  afterwards  completed  by  Michael  Angelo. 
having  been  returned  untouched,  why  does  Kuchael  Angelo  call 
them,  act.  fatte,  but  only  JiniU  di  sua  mono?  He  intimated 
by  this,  most  decidedly,  the  work  of  other  handa.  Let  ua  look 
at  the  statues :  the  fact  was,  Montelupo  had  spoiled  them  (to 
nse  the  severest  expression),  and  Michael  Angelo  waa  obliged 
at  last  to  take  pains  to  complete  them,  for  the  sake  of  his  repu- 
tation. That  he  only  succeeded  in  doing  so  to  a  certain  extent, 
is  shown  by  the  two  statues  themselves,  which  no  one  would 
recognize  as  awork  of  Michael  Angelo's;  and  respecting  which, 
it  seems  to  me,  we  are  in  the  highest  sense  fady  justified  in 
denying  to  be  his  work.  Strictiy  taken,  we  might  certainly  des- 
ignate thia  work  as  nothing  at  all,  as  is  the  case  with  many  a 
piece  of  sculpture  in  the  present  daj"  which  goes  into  the  worid 
as  the  work  of  a  master,  but  on  which  he  has  not  done  a  hun- 
dredth part  so  much  as  Michael  Angelo  did  to  these  two  statues , 
Condivi  also,  without  falsehood,  may  designate  them  as  works 
of  Michael  Angelo's  own  hand.  Condivi's  point  of  view,  how- 
ever, was  different  to  ours.  In  his  Life  of  Michael  Angelo,  he 
had  the  subordinate  aim  in  view  of  exhibiting  his  master  as 
innocent  with  regard  to  the  mausoleum  affair,  and  of  proving 
that,  by  executing  these  two  statues,  he  even  did  more  than  he 
was  bound  to  do  by  contract.  We,  however,  in  the  present 
day,  seek  to  discover  Michael  Angelo'a  mind  in  his  works,  in 
wluch  he  buried  himself,  as  it  were,  working  at  them  with  slow 
and  thoughtful  labor.  This  he  did  not  do,  either  in  Leah  or 
Rachel ;  nor  would  he  have  done  so.  And,  therefore,  among 
the  figiu^s  on  the  monument,  I  regard  the  Moses  alone  as  exe- 
onted  by  Michael  Angelo. 

PiOK  viii.  Pkefacb.  — COPT  OF  CONTRACT. 

The  remarks  appended  are  taken  ftism  a  periodical  entitled 
"Ueber  Kunstler  und  Kunstwerke,"  by  Herman  Grimm. 
January  number: — 

Dichiaramo  per  la  presente  polizza,  come  Messer  Leonardo 
del  gii  Bonarroto  de'  Bonarroti,  cittadino  Corentino,  volendo 
riconoBcere  e  continuare  la  amicizia  che  Messer  Daniello  Ric- 
darelli  da  Volterra  ha  continuato  moiti  anni  seco,  etiam  et  con 
Messer  Michelagnolo  suo  zio,  bona  memoria.  e  roettere  a  cue- 
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todla  junltosto  dte  a  pi^one  della  sua  casa  in  Roma  un&  per- 
sona amorevole,  nella  quale  poaaa  confidare  sicuramente,  che 
debbe  non  pure  conservaria,  ma  ridurla  andie  in  migliore  stato 
con  li  danari  delia  irfraaeritta  moderata  pigione :  noneede  dico, 
detta  sua  casa,  posta  uel  rione  di  Trevi,  presao  Santa  Maria  di 
Loreto,  canfinant«  da  una  banda  con  li  beni  di  Giovanni  Bat- 
tista  Zannuzi,  dall'altra  eon  li  bcni  di  Madonna  Diana  de 
Bareellis,  moglie  di  Tarquiuio  Casale,  e  della  parte  di  dietro 
con  lo  orto  del  ca[ulano  Vapinio  Capiciueco  e  le  monarche  di 
San  Giovanni  Battista,  dinanzi  con  la  atrada  pubbliira  incontro 
al  palazzo  del  vescovo  Zamhjcaro  e  altri  pill  vari  eoalini  al  detto 
Ueaser  Daniello  Riuuiarelli  da  Voltorra,  per  anni  novi  prossimi 
luturi  da  commintnarsi  a  di  primo  di  maggio  detto  1564,  e  come 
geguitA  da  finirai  eon  rico^ziono  piuttOBto  che  nome  di  prezzo 
di  BCudi  trentadnque,  ditiiulj  dieuperscndoall^anno,  dapagarsi 
di  sei  in  eei  mesi,  antictpata  soluzione,  secondo  la  uaanza  di 
Boma,  liberamente  e  senza  aleuiia  eccezione :  con  dichirazione, 
die  per  evidente  utiliti  e  miglioramento  di  delta  caaa,  poaaa  il 
detto  Measer  Daniello  prevalerai  e  spendcre  in  essa  i  detti  scndi 
trantacinqne  di  pigione  aU'anno,  et  di  detta  spesa  t«nerne  e 
Mudeme  fedele  contci  al  prefato  Messer  Leonardo :  quale  in  tal 
case  promette  faria  buona,  e  scompularia  sopra  la  detta  pigione : 
e  con  patto  espreaao,  che  accadendo  che  esBO  M.  Leonardo  aolo, 
o  con  aua  famiglia,  volesae  venire  a  Boma  per  suoi  ncgo^,  o 
per  altro,  gli  siano  riservat*  libere  tutte  le  atanze  della  Torre, 
e  iuogo  anche  da  potere  tenere  due  cavalcature  in  stalla,  e  con 
dichiarazioue  ancora,  che  detto  Mesaer  Daniello  non  posea 
apjngionare  ad  altri  le  due  casette  appartenenti  e  cougiunte'  a 
detta  casa,  se  non  di  anno  in  anno ;  una  delle  quali  abitava 
Keriuigi  Gaita :  I'allra  Aquina,  moglie  gi&  di  maestro  Antonio 
muratore,  e  oggi  di  Giovanni  cavatore  di  pozzolana,  »■"  quail 
gii  Messer  Michelagnolo  auo  zio  aveva  concedute  dette  easette 
per  abitarle  a  bene^acito  auo ;  e  similioeate  con  patto  espresso, 
che  detto  Measer  Daniello  non  possa  appigionare  ad  altri  per 
alcano  apazio  di  tempo  la  detbi  casa  principale,  nd  meno  le 
■tanze  deUa  Torre,  che  Measer  Leonardo  ai  ha  riservate  qnando 
gli  accorra  venire  a  Koma,  come  di  aopra  i  detto :  e  caao  che 
M.  Daniello  contravenniase  questo  patto  si  intends  suUto  esaer 
finita  la  locazione  di  detta  casa,  et  cosi  delle  altie  due  cBsett« 
sopra«critt«  appigionate  ad  altri  come  di  sopra;  e  perchj 
Messer  Leonardo  laaaa  in  detta  casa  dive 


e  ferrameuti,  come  si  contiene  in  uno  inventario  sottoscritto 
di  mano  di  delto  M.  Daniello,  esao  promette  aveme  buona  cura, 
*  rendere  conto,  e  reatituirlo  tutto,  o  in  parte,  ad  ogni  bene- 
pladto  e  volonti  del  pfto  Messer  Leonardo,  quale  si  contenta 
che  frattauto  M.  Daniello  possa  usarle  e  aervirseire  a  sao 
fnacere.  —  Le   quali  tutti   soprasciitte   condizioni   il   pfto   M 
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Daniello  promette  inTiolabilmente  al  detto  M.  Leonardo  oiRor- 

Tare  e  mantenere  seoza  olcuna  eccezione,  perch^  cost  sono  stati 
d'accorcio :  a  inoltre  pnmiette  il  detto  M.  Daniello,  finito  il 
detto  tempo  di  nove  anni,  restituire  al  detto  M.  Leonardo  la 
detta  casa  senza  replica,  o  contradizione  altuna,  e  cosi  M. 
Daniello  reaunzia  sopra  ^  ci6  a  qualsivoglia  legge,  statuto  e 
deereto  fatti  e  da  farsi  in  favore  degli  inquilini :  fiquale  reslj- 
tuziones'intendeconporte,  finestre,  serrature,  chiaTie  altro  per- 
tjnente  a  detta  casa :  dentro  laquale,  n^  in  alcnna  parte  di  cssa. 
□on  sia  lecito,  nd  pemesao  al  pfl^  M.  Daniello  cavare,  ai  far 
cavare  senza  espreasa  licenzia  di  M.  Leonardo ;  il  quale  la  evento 
di  fiua  morte  vuole  ciie  li  suoi  eredi  siano  obbligaU  mantenere  la 
detta  casa  net  modo  predetto,  e  per  il  detto  tempo  di  novi  anni 
al  pfto  M.  Daniello;  it  quale  al  incontro  Tuole,  che  in  evento 
di  sua  mortc,  la  detta  locazione  si  intenda  Gubito  finita,  ancora 
che  njn  fuss:  finilo  il  detto  t«mpo  di  nove  anni;  e  che  li  suoi 
eredi  non  possono  per  virtil  della  present*  continnare,  ni  pre- 
tendere  nella  detta  locazione,  e  cosi  st  obbligano  e  promettono 
ciascuna  di  dette  parti  reapettivamente  osservare  inviolabil- 
mente,  volendo,  che  la  preGcn(«  polizza  abbia  forza  dj  istra- 
mento  rogato  in  ampliore  forma,  etc.  etc.  etc.  E  per  fede  del 
Tero,  io  Diomede  Leoni  Senese,  a  lichiesta  di  ambedue  le  dette 
parti,  ho  scritta  e  aottoseritta  la  presente  di  mia  propria  mano, 
di,  mese,  e  anno  sopradettd  in  Eoma. 

Jo  Diomede  Leoni  ho  scritta  e  sottoscritta  la  presente  di  mia 

mano  propria. 
Jo  Leonardo  Boniirroto  de'  Bonarrotl  fiorentino  sono  con- 

tento  e  mi  obbligo  a  quanto  in  questo  si  contiene,  e  per 

fede  o  fatto  la  preaente  soserizione  di  mano  propria  questo 

di  so^ra  detto  in  Roma. 
Jo   Daniello   Hiciarelli   da  Volterra   sono   contento    e   mi 

obbligo  a  quanto  in  questo  si  contiene.  e  per  fede  del 

vero  o  fetto  la  presente  di  mia  propria  mano  queato  di  et 

anno  soprascritti  in  Roma. 
Jo  Jacopo  del  Duca  siciliano.  At  presente  a  quanto  di  aopra. 
Jo  Jacopo  di  Rochetd  romano,  lii  presente  a  qnanto  di 

The  house  aituated  on  the  Capitol,  which  has  always  l>eeD 
polited  out  as  Michael  Angelo's,  ia  tbua  out  of  the  question. 
Cta  the  other  hand,  Francesco  d'Ollanda'a  Btat«ment,  that 
Michael  Angelo  lived  at  the  foot  of  the  Quirinal,  appears  cor- 
rect. I  had  aupposed  it  to  have  been  an  error,  because  the 
Macello  del  Corn,  on  which,  according  to  Vasari,  the  houa* 
was  situated  (and  he  adds,  moreover,  "at the  foot  of  ttie  Capi- 
tol"), could  not  at  the  same  time  t>e  at  the  foot  of  the  QuinDsl. 
<9  another  aapeet :  the  Macello  dei  Conn 
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Btretched  in  Mlcbael  Angelo's  day  fiirtber  into  the  square,  iii 

the  centre  of  which  Trajan's  column  etanda ;  and  the  liouae  thns 
lay  in  the  valley  exactly  between  Capitolinus  and  Quirinalis, 

The  difierent  aspect  presented  by  that  neighborhood  in 
Uichael  Angela^s  time  is  shown  by  the  plan  in  the  Barhenni 
Palace,  belonging  to  the  year  1651.  The  position  of  the  Buo- 
narroti house  may  here  be  ascertained  with  tolerable  accuracy. 
No  trace  of  it  now  exists;  it  shared  the  fate  of  the  Kaphael 
Palace  near  St.  Peter's,  which  also  stood  in  the  way  when  the 
square  waa  enlarged,  and  was  pnlled  down. 

Major  Kiihleo  drew  my  attention  to  a  drawing  of  the  Fonun 
of  Trajan  in  the  16th  century,  in  Du  Perac's  Vesti^  dell' 
AntichitJt  di  Roma.  The  square  looks  confined,  indeed,  com- 
pared with  the  present  day.  Miserable  little  houses  are 
crowded  round  the  column  on  every  side.  San  Maria  di 
Loreto  is  without  the  lofty  dome  which  now  surmounts  tJie 
duirch ;  and  in  front  of  it  is  that  cluster  of  houses  which,  we 
suppose,  belonged  to  Michael  Angelo's  abode.  A  little  house 
is  to  be  seen  in  the  comer,  with  a  verandah ;  tliis  was  either 
one  of  those  which  he  assigned  to  his  workmen,  or  the  entrance 
to  the  stables.  We  see  ' '  the  tower  "  which  Messer  Leonardo 
reserved  for  himself  and  his  family,  and  which  contained  the 
better  apartments ;  and  on  the  level  roof,  with  its  projecting 
parapet,  there  seems  to  have  been  a  small  garden,  or  the  edge 
onlymay  have  been  filled  with  plants,  —  we  know  not.  But  we 
see,  as  uie  contract  informs  us,  that  Michael  Angelo's  property 
comprised  a  group  of  houses,  —  dwelling-house,  atelier,  tower, 
workmen's  lodging,  and  stabling.  And  that  there  was  a  garden 
besides,  with  diady  laurel  trees,  is  shown  by  a  letter  of  Danide 
da  Yolterra's,  dat>ed  1^65,  which  is  in  the  possession  of  the 
Briljsh  Museum,  and  which  has  only  now  become  of  import- 
ance, since  we  find,  what  no  one  could  have  known  before,  that 
it  alludes  to  Michael  Angelo's  house. 

The  letter  is  addressed  to  Lionardo  Buonarroti,  Michael 
Angelo's  nephew  and  heir. 

Molto  magnifico  e  onorando, 

Molto  pill  e  con  ragione  dovete  maravigliarvi  voi,  non  vi 
avendo  scntto  io  gi^  tanto  tempo.  Ma  certo  i  che  la  cansa  di 
si  lungo  silenzio  principalmente  i  stata  la  mia  indiaposizione,  e 
n  fidato  molto  del  huono  offizio  cite  ha  fatto 
Drtesia  Messer  Diomede  in  fra  di  noi,  che  me 
e  abbiat*  tatto  voi  ancora. 
Ar6  molto  caro  di  sapere  i  nomi  dei  scultori  che  hanno  a 
fiuw  le  tre  figure  del  sepolcro,  e  anco  arei  caro  vedere  nn  poco 
di  Bchizzo  di  tutta  I'opera,  e  sapere  il  nome  delle  tre  stitne: 
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528  NOTES, 

mi  ^ace  luolto  ehe  la  coaa  cammim  in  quel  modo  che  ragionam- 

utile  vostro  benissimo,  tl  chc  desidero  di  couttnuo. 

Jo  bo  fatto  dibattare  (Jo  ho  fattoti  patare)  gli  alberi  dell' 
orto,  e  deradare  ancora  tanti  di  quel  lauri  che  toglieTano 
il  sole  agli  altri  alberi.  Fed  ancora  coprire  ia  scala,  siccome 
fu  r^onato ;  non  ho  gieb  fatUi  impianeltare  il  tetto  della  Bala 
perchi  deaideravo  metter  ia  opera  del  mio  laToro,  e  aperaifO 
che  a  quest'ora  fusse  fatto  ogni  cosa,  ma  la  lungezza  in  che  mi 
tengono  queati  padroni  franzeai  a  far  qnesto  benedetto  eetto  & 
causa  che  ancora  si  ha  a  fare,  e  similmente  i  causa  ehe  le  due 
Kite  non  son  gettate  pertb^  aapettavo  di  far  la  lega  di  certo 
metallo.  Ma  se  io  vedrd  ehe  !a  coaa  vadi  troppo  m  lungo,  io 
mi  risolvdro  a  gettarle,  cbi  gik  le  forme  sono  a  tal  tennino  che 
presto  presto  si  possan  finire.  Non  vo^lio  aspettare  pill  aitro  che 
una  risposta  del  Signer  Orazio  Rucellai  il  quale  si  trova  appreseo 
alia  Regiua,  e  spero  che  faccia  buon  officio  per  quest'opera,  e 
che  me'n  abbia  in  breve  a  dar  resoluzione,  che  subito,  avuta 
questa  risposta,  io  non  aspetter6  piil  a  gettorle,  e'  sia  come  si 
TOglia.  Quanto  alia  cosa  del  metallo  non  occorre  visare 
(fesare)  a  coaa  neseuna  chfi  v'ogiji  cosa.  Circa  al  far  formare 
A  Madonna  di  basso  rilievo,  poichd  adesso  i  in  mano  di  Meseei 
Giorgio,  sebben  non  v'd  il  Marignello,  sarebbe  forae  bene, 
innanzi  che  la  renda,  faria  formare  a  qualcnno  altro,  chd  non 
pu&  essere  che  Messer  Giorgio  non  abbia  conosconza  di  qualcho 
persona  atta  a  fare  tal  effetto,  cbi  in  vero  il  formare  non  vuol 
altro  che  diligenzia. 

Se  voi  vedete  di  poter  fkr  che  la  si  facd,  a  me  sard  molto 
caro.  E  raccomandate  (mi)  a  Messer  Giorgio  strettameote,  e 
a  Toi  Stesso  mi  raccomando. 

Di  Roma  il  di  11  di  Eebbnuo  1565  in  Roma 

Yostro  afiezionatiasiino  e  vero  amico, 

DaKIKLB  RiCLUtBLLL 

AI  molto  magnifico  e  mio  osservandissimo 
Messer  Lionardo  Buonarrota  Fiorenza. 

This  letter  agrees  with  Vaaari'a  atatementa  respecting  Da 
Volterra's  last  trorks  and  deatii ;  for  the  excitement  connected 
with  this  cast  was  the  cauae  of  his  speedy  decline. 

Daniele  begins  with  lamentations  at  bis  state  of  mind.  In 
Vasari  we  read  how  the  work,  although  he  was  a  strong  man, 
enfeebled  and  depressed  him.  The  work  in  question  was  the 
cast  of  a  coloasal  horse,  which  Michael  Angelo,  not  being  able 
to  nodertake  himself,  gave  to  Daniele  to  execute  for  the  ^wich 
Queen.  Daniele  worked  at  his  house,  and  was  one  of  those 
present  at  his  death.  The  cast  (ailed  the  first  IJme,  bnt  the 
second  it  succeeded  admirablf. 
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